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Probably  no  other  work  which  was  ever  publishe<l 
in  RuBsia,  acqnired  such  a  sudiieii  popularity  as  the 
Novel  a  trenalatioii  of  which  is  now  submitted  to  the 
British  public.  The  first  edition,  which  <»nie  out  in 
the  beginning  of  1829,  was  Hifld-jtfT.within  three  weeks 
•fter  it  issued  from  the  'rire*"^  irtRw'  been  translated 
into  the  French  and  QsrmBji  lauguagea ;  and,  in  its 
own  country,  its  fame  _h^  ^eqded  itself  to  tlie 
lowest  ranks  of  society.  '  ; 

'  Notwithstanding  the  abundance  of  intellectual  riches 
b  which  the  land  we  live  in  overflows,  perhaps  this 
mtribution  to  the  stock  of  literature  may  not 
be  altogether  overlooked  or  despised,  especially  by 
those  who  have  any  cariosity, — to  contemplate  the  so- 
cial condition  of  a  people  which  exhibits  some  featoren 
common  to  the  whole  of  Europe  a  few  centuries  ago  ; 
while,  in  some  other  points,  it  resembles  the  splendidly 
induHtrious  aubjecte  of  the  ancient  Pharaohs ; — to  con- 


traat  the  state  of  mind  in  tlie  most  lia«kwai'd,  with 
tlHt  in  the  most  forward  of  Enropean  nations  in  the 
inarch  of  intellect ; — and,  above  all,  to  read  a  very 
interesting  chapter  in  the  great  book  of  Hnman.  Nature, 

Concerning  the  manner  in  wliich  this  translation  ia 
executed,  a  few  observationB  are  necessary,  rather  in 
extennation  than  commendation. 

To  render  literally  all  the  peculiarities  of  a  forei^i 
idiom,  is  apt  to  produc«  a  work  not  likely  to  be  re- 
lished by  the  great  majority  of  readera,  and  thus  to 
hurt  the  main  object  for  which  a  book  of  this  sort,  like 
the  razors  in  the  fable,  is  made ;  that  is — lo  sell.  On 
the  other  band,  by  giving  to  a  foreign  production  all 
the  cbarecterisiics  of  the  vernacular  idiom,  an  effect  is 
produced  which  may  be  compared  to  that  which  re- 
Hulta  from  a  figure  meant  to  represent  an  Eastern  saint 
or  ancient  hero,  dressed  up  in  the  modem  costume  of 
the  West.  Ignorant  people  may  be  pleased — but  the 
taste  of  those  who  know  better  is  shocked. 

However,  for  more  than  one  reason,  it  seems  to  be 
advisable  to  make  a  compromise  between  these  two 
extremee,  and  lo  follow  in  this  respect  the  prevailing 
fashion  of  meeting  the  ideas  of  the  multitude  balf'Way  : 
bat  the  original  has  been  adhered  to  wherever  the  mean- 
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ing  appeared  capable  of  being  rendered  closely  and 
neatly  at  the  same  time. 

It  bas  been  foimd  necessary  to  encumber  the  text 
with  a  considerable  number  of  explanatory  notes,  which, 
if  they  possess  no  other  good  quality,  may,  at  any 
rate,  lay  claim  to  the  negative  merit  of  shortness. 

The  translator  must  acknowledge  his  want  of  ex- 
perience in  book-making,  and  is  sensible  that  many 
other  defects  besides,  exist  in  the  performance :  the  cri- 
tical reader  will  find  these  out  by  far  more  readily  than 
the  unpractised  writer ;  but  it  will  be  very  agreeable 
if,  after  all,  he  shall  be  adjudged  not  to  have  deserved 
ill  of  that  best  of  republics — ^the  Republic  of  Letters. 

Abbrdbkn, 
\9t  June^  1831. 
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The  first  ten  yearn  of  ray  life  were  Hp«it  in  the  honae 
of  Mr.  GologordoffNky,  &  country  gentleman  in  Byalo- 
Hussia*  :  tliere  I  was  reared  like  a  home-bred  wolfling, 
and  was  known  under  the  name  uf  t)ie  Ofphan,  No- 
Ijudy  cared  for  me,  and  still  less  eared  1  for  any  body. 
None  of  the  inmates  of  the  liouse  paid  me  any  atten- 
tion except  an  old,  worn  ont  dog,  who,  like  me,  was 
left  to  provide  for  himself. 

i  had  no  comer  of  tlie  honae  assigned  me  for  my 
li>dging,  no  food  norelotbing  allotted  me,  nor  any  fix- 
ed occnpa^on.  In  the  summer,  I  spent  ray  dayn  in 
tl)e  open  air,  and  slept  under  the  sheilH  attached  to  the 
liam  or  cow-house, ■(■  In  the  winter,  I  lived  in  the 
lialky  kitchen,  which  served  as  a  rendezvous  for  the 

*  A  dirtiict  composed  of  some  of  the  boider-pro»incej,  lying 
hrtneen  the  Empire  uf  Russia  iin<1  the  old  Kinxdoin  of  Poland. 

+  The  f«rm.THdi  in  Ru^io.  arii  pirt  of  Poland,  arc  nurpUti! 
»irh  roof«  or  nhcds,  on  account  of  the  sun's  heal  in  aummer, 
■ud  lbs  snow  in  winter. 


n  llie  hearth  • 

e  nothing  but 
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n  of  GervantK,  and  I  slept  o 
among  the  hut  l^iIl(len.  In  Hammer  I  woi 
B  long  shirt  and  a  piece  of  rope  ahout  my  waiat :  in  win- 
ter I  covered  my  nakedne^  with  whatever  came  in  my 
way — any  old  jacket  or  fragment  of  a  peasant's  coat 
served  my  purpose.  With  these  articleH  I  was  fur- 
nished by  compassionate  people,  who  did  not  know 
■  what  to  do  with  their  old  ra|,'H.  I  wore  notliing  on 
my  feet,  which  became  so  hardened  tliat  neither  graBH 
nor  mud,  nor  ice,  made  any  difference  of  feeling. 
My  head  likewise  was  left  to  its  natural  covering  : 
the  nun  wmhed  out  the  dust,  and  iJie  snow  cleared 
away  the  ashes.  I  was  fed  with  the  liBgments  from 
the  servants'  table,  and  feasted  upon  eggs,  which  1 
gathered  in  the  neighhotirhood  of  the  hen-house,  anil 
about  the  ham  ;  on  the  leavings  in  the  milk-pots,  "j* 
which  I  licked  witli  uncommon  relish,  and  on  fruit 
which  I  stole  hy  night  in  the  orchard.  I  was  under 
iJie  command  of  no  one  in  particular,  but  every  body 
ordered  me  about  at  discretion.  In  summer,  they  set 
me  to  herd  the  geese  on  the  pasture,  or  on  the  banks 
of  the  pond,  to  protect  the  goslings  and  chickens  irem 
di^  and  kites.  In  winter  they  employed  me  as  a  tum- 

IHpit  in  the  kitchen,  and  this  was  to  me  a  most  agree- 
able occupation.  Every  time  tliat  the  cook  turned  his 
or  her  hack,  I  would  quickly  apply  my  palm  to  the 
juicy  roBst,  and  under  my  wrist  sock  my  greasy  hand 
as  a  bear  does  its  paw.  1  sometimes  very  ingeniously 
heal 


'  In  Byttlo-ttuisiA  >uvi!i  sre  noi 

heailha,  oa  nliich  Brea  are  kinillcd. 

+  ThcmilkiskepliDlfltge,  roun 


IVAN  VEJEEGHEN.  3 

snMched  putces  of  bacon  from  the  dripper,  and  stole 
cutlets  out  of  the  etewing-pan :  my  ciiief  occupation 
was  to  run  errandu  for  all  tlie  men- servants,  tnaid-^er" 
vsnta,  and  eren  the  foot-boyn.  Thpy  sent  me  to  tile 
fcarlchma*  for  vod/e^,f  placed  roc  on  die  out-look 
in  Bimdry  places,  without  explaining  llieir  reasons  ; 
with  orders  to  whistle  or  clap  my  liands  on  the  ap- 
peeianre  of  tlie  squire,  steward,  and  sometimes  eren 
of  tlie  otiier  men-servants,  or  maid-servants.  On  the 
first  word — "  Orphan,  nui  this  way  or  that  way,  and 
call  this  one  or  that  one" — I  set  off  at  the  gallop,  and 
fulfilled  my  instructions  to  a  tittle,  knowing  that  the 
HmalleHt  neglect  wonid  expose  me  to  an  inevitabln 
l>eating.  When  they  placed  me  on  the  watc)^  anil 
forbade  me  to  look  about  me,  (which  mostly  ha]>pened 
in  the  garden,  during  the  summer  season,)  I  stood  like 
one  buried  in  the  ground,  not  daring  even  to  lift  up 
my  eyes  or  make  the  least  motion,  till  they  pushed  me 
ironi  the  spot.  Sometimes,  though  very  seldom,  they 
rewarded  me  for  my  zealous  services  with  a.  piece  of 
black  bread,  old  baron,  or  cheese,  and  I,  not  being 
famished,  would  divide  it  witli  my  beloved  d<^  Kood- 
laohka- 

Obsernng  how  other  cliildren  were  fondled  and 
Idsaed,  I  wept  bitterly,  from  an  inexpressible  feel- 
ing of  enry  and  chagrin ;  the  cnresses  and  blandish- 
ments of  Koudlashka  alleviated  my  grief,  and  made  my 
KoUtude  more  tolerable.     If  other  children  caressed 

*  A  Polith  hoitclry  n  called  a  kartchmt. 
■f  Vodky  U  an  ill-tuted  eort  uf  whiakjr,  made  from  malt  and 
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tlieir  mothers  and  nui^es,  I  would  do  tlie  same  to  my 
Koodlatilika,  calling  liira  mammi/  and  nwsy,  lifting 
him,  kiimiiig  him,  preasing  him  to  my  l)rea«t,  and 
tumbling  with  him  on  the  sand.  I  had  an  inclination 
to  lore  my  fellow-creatures,  particularly  those  of  the 
other  sex,  bat  this  bcl^nation  was  thwarted  by  feiLr. 
All  beat  me  and  knocked  me  about,  either  from  cha- 
Bfrin,  for  diversion,  or  from  ennni.  When  I  happened 
to  meet  any  of  the  lackeys  or  maid-serrants,  after  they 
had  got  a  Hcolding  or  beating  from  the  higher  powers, 
they  would  wreak  their  Tengeance  upon  me,  driving 
lue  out  of  their  way  either  with  a  blow  or  a  curse.  If 
I  chanced  to  be  tempted  by  curiosity  to  look  on  while 
they  harnessed  the  cairiage-horapB,  the  coaclunen,  to 
raise  a  laugh  among  the  other  by-standers,  would  strike 
me  on  the  head  with  the  whiji,  an<l,  lashing  my  faet, 
make  me  leap  from  the  smart. 

I  did  not  dare  to  approach  the  sportsmen  iviiliin 
reach  of  the  whipper-in.  I'he  herdsmen  would  also 
amuse  themselves  at  my  expense,  by  driving  me  into 
the  midst  of  their  flock,  and  observing  the  effects  of 
.  my  fear  in  trying  to  extricate  myself  from  among  the 
cows  and  sheep.  The  two  sons  of  the  squii-e  would 
also  take  their  sport  in  shooting  at  ine  from  a  bow,  or 
pursuing  me  with  little  lap-di^'s,  from  which,  how- 
ever, my  Koudlaslika  always  defended  me. 

The  Ghonpadeen  himself  I  rarely  saw  :  meeting  me 
once  in  the  court-yard,  he  forbade  me  to  come  nenr 
the  windows  of  the  mansion,  and  stamped  so  terribly 
with  his  foot,  saying,  "  Get  out  of  the  way,  you  little 
savage,"  tliat  I  no  more  dared  to  appear  in  the  pre- 
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'  of  so  august  a  personagp,  but  would  liidp  uiy- 
wlf  in  tlie  dog-kennel  if  I  only  chanced  to  nee  liim  nl 
n  distance.  His  lady  and  lier  two  daughters  I  liad  no 
opportunity  of  seeing,  except  tlirough  the  garden-fence 
or  in  their  carri^e,  and  knew  them  only  by  tlieir 
dreoa.  I  stood  in  the  utmost  fear  of  the  steward  an<l 
liifl  wife,  beeatiae  they  occasionally  flogged  me,  for  an 
PXBinple  to  their  dear  little  son,  who  was  not  dispoaeil 
to  learn  his  leBSOOS,  but  preferred  robbing  birds'  neittB 
and  tlirowing  stones  at  the  Ghospodeen's  ducklingH 
and  chickens.  The  destnietion  of  the  domestic  birds 
by  this  little  good-for-noiliing,  was  laid  to  the  blame 
of  the  kites  and  of  my  carelessness.  As  a  punish- 
ment for  his  frolics  they  would  place  him  to  witness 
how  I  was  whippp<l,  and  to  hear  a  lecture  whieh  used 
to  fie  concluded  in  these  words :  "  Observe,  Ignatins ; 
if  yon  continue  to  romp  and  not  to  learn,  you  will  be 
Rouged  too,  as  severely  as  this  orphan.  Do  you  hear 
how  he  screams  ?  You  will  have  to  sing  the  same  sung 
by  and  by  !"  In  recompense  for  the  dramatic  per- 
formance of  this  didactic  experiment,  tile  stewaril's 
wife  would  gire  me  a  bit  of  bread  and  cheese,  or  a 
]iot  of  milk,  which  I  swallowed  with  tears,  without  un- 
derstanding the  cause  either  of  the  punislmient  ur 
gTBtnity. 

This  is  all  that  I  recollect  of  the  first  years  of  my 
rluldhoo<l,  which  is  impressed  on  tny  memory  as  an 
era  of  unalloyed  son-ow  and  suiferiog.  At  last  it 
pleased  providence  to  ligliten  my  hard  lot,  and  at 
least  to  include  me  in  the  number  of  rational  crea- 
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One  of  the  female  servants,  Maalut,*  a  cheerful 
■nd  kind-lociking  girl,  who  used  to  place  me  on  the 
watch  in  the  garden  oftener  than  the  other  chamber- 
raaids  ;  this  young  woman  meeting  me  one  day  in  the 
court-yard  at  twilight  in  an  aatnnin  evening,  beckoned 
nie  to  her,  and  patting  my  head,  eaid  :  "  Take  this 
paper,  orphan  :  keep  a  fast  hold  of  it  and  go  to  the 
village.  There,  in  the  starost'sf  honae,  ask  where 
the  officer  lives,  give  him  tlie  paper  and  retnm  home. 
Only  don't  tell  any  body  that  I  xent  you,  and  if  any 
one  should  want  to  take  the  paper  ironi  yon,  don't 
give  it  up  tliough  yon  shonld  eat  it.  Dost  thou  wi- 
deratand  me,  orphan  ?"  "  I  nnderstand  you."  "  Now, 
repeat  all  that  1  have  tokl  yon."  1  repeated  it  word 
fur  word,  whicL  gave  lier  such  satisfadion,  that  she 
almost  kissed  me  and  wonid  have  actually  done  it,  if 
I  had  not  heeu  so  dirty.  "  But  dust  thou  know  the 
Htarosl's  house."  "  Why  should  not  I  know  it :  isn't 
it  the  thini  house  fruin  the  Kartchma  ?"  "  Very  well: 
liut  dost  thou  know  what  officer  it  is?"  "To  be  sure, 
the  gentleman  who  lias  red  facings  to  his  coat,  who 
rides  by  on  liorseback,  and  who  comes  in  the  even- 
ings." "  That's  enough  :  I  see  you  are  a  sharp,  actire 
boy,  and  if  you  acquit  yonreelf  well,  yon  shall  have 
plenty  of  bi-ead,  meat  and  everything  ;  dost  thou 
hear?"  "  I  Iipot  you:"  replied  I,  and  immediately 
whistling  on  Koodlaslika,  I  ran  out  at  tile  gate  with 
great  speed. 

"  The  lulgaT  name  of  Wary. 

+  The  slaicit  u  tlie  elder  or  chief  of  »  vill»RB,  eletted  cilher 
by  ihe  vilUgerB  (hciUEelves,  oi  sppoiDUd  bf  tlieh  pco|icielor. 
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B  tliree  verets*  lo  the  villagH  liy  tlie  liighway, 
but,  by  B  short  cut  known  to  me  through  the  fieltix  and 
hedgM,  it  wax  nut  the  half  of  that.  Having  got  tu 
tlie  staroat's  boQBe,  1  met  tliti  oflii-er  in  the  porch, 
prbom  I  knew  by  his  features,  made  my  bow  tu  him, 
d  delivered  tiie  note.  He  looked  at  me  from  head 
H  foot,  smiled  and  ordered  me  to  follow  bim  inU>  the 
et.f  There,  having  read  over  tlie  paper,  he  ap- 
very  well  t^atisfied  with  its  contents,  and  as  h 
,  apparently  for  good  uewR,  gave  me  a  bit  of 
This  wa«  the  first  time  in  my  life  that  I 
k  of  iJiat  dainty.  I  could  not  contain  my  vx- 
Y  St  feeling  in  my  nioiith  a  hitherto  onknown  agive- 
>n :  in  the  officer 'a  presence  1  began  to  de- 
ir  the  pie,  at  the  same  time  laugliing  and  capering 

At  this  moment  another  officer  came  in,  and  they 
;  both  highly  taken  with  my  wild  simplicity  in 
g  eugar,  wine,  and  <lifferent  sweetmeats.  "  Who 
Rtt  thon  't"  asked  the  officer  to  whom  I  was  sent. 
"  The  orphan  :"  answered  I. — "  Who  were  thy  ]ia- 
teate  ?" — ■'  I  do  not  know."  "  Wliat  is  thy  name  ?'* 
"  The  orphan."  "  Poor  creature,"  said  the  good  of- 
ficer, patting  my  cheeks  ;  "  I  will  do  something  tor 

*  A  veiBC  ii  two  ibirds  of  an  English  mile. 

■f  An  CMbi  is  that  part  of  n  pcBMnt's  houie  which  is  inhabil- 
od  bj  himself  and  family  ;  the  whole  premites  consiil  fieDECallr 
ofa  coan-jard  tvilh  acocered  Toor,  of  an  inclosurefoi  <he  cattle, 
aoolhet  for  ihe  haj,  an  ice- cellar  I'or  the  milfa  and  meat  in  eum- 
nier,  ■  atorehouBe  for  oau,  rye  and  buclt  wheal,  and  a  coveteit 
porch  with  •  door,  to  intercept  the  exit  of  lieat  from  the  eezba  in 
winter;  lastly  tlie  eeiba  itsetf  which  ii  heated  with  a  targe  brick 
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thee,"  "  Isn't  he  a  pretty  boy  ?"  added  tlie  officer, 
taming  to  his  companion.  "  He  really  is,"  answered 
the  otiier :  "  only  it  is  a  pity  that  he  is  kept  like  a 
pig."  The  caresses  of  these  good  oflicers  raised  niy 
spirits  to  such  a  degree,  that  I,  recollecting  how  I 
had  seen  other  children  caressed  daily  by  their  fathers 
and  motJiers,  fell  a  crying  and  threw  myself  down  to 
kiss  the  feet*  of  the  persons  who,  for  the  first  time  in 
my  life,  treated  me  with  humanity.  My  tear^  and  gra- 
titude made  a  powerful  impression  upon  them.     They 


and  gave  me  different 
"  Go  home,  now,  or- 

"  and  say  to  tlie  person 
but  so  that  nobody  else 

understand  me  ?"      "  I 


redoubled  their  kind 
sweetmeats  to  lake  with  me 
phan,"  said  the  officer  to  me 

who  sent  yon,"  "  very  well ;" 

niay  hear  thee."     "  Dust  thi 

understand.    I  will  take  a  hold  of  Masha's   skirt,  and 

pull  lier  aside,  and  tell  lier  that  the  good  gentleman 

said,   "  very  well,"    •'  Excellent :  coidd  not  lie  better. 

This  hoy  is   very  quick  for  his  years,"  rejoined   the 

officer,  "  and   I  will   make  a  man  of  him  ;  good  bye. 

In  general  all  secret  commissions  lie  near  to  the 
heart  of  tlie  employers,  and  becmne  a  source  of  good 
fortune  to  the  employed  when  they  are  promptly  exe- 
cuted. This  was  the  case  with  me.  On  arriving  at 
the  manor-house,  I  slipped  into  the  kitchen,  and  ob- 
serving that  Mattba  looked  rather  uneasily,  first  at  me, 
then  all  around  her,  1  did  not  appear  as  if  I  wished  to 
speak  witli  her,  but  slunk  out  of  tlie  kitchen.    Masba 
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■flowed  me,  mul  when  1  gave  her  aii  aci'ouiit  of  iiiy 
tmbfiBBy,  she  also  patted  me  and  praised  me  for  luy 
activity,  ordered  me  to  tell  no  one  of  wbat  had  hap- 
pened, and  promUed  next  day  to  reward  me.  J  spent 
the  most  agreeable  niglit  in  my  life  under  the  roof  of 
ihe  farm-yard,  on  the  Rtraw  with  my  Koodlaabka,  who 
kept  me  wnrm  while  I  dreamed  the  whole  night  of 
ufficera  with  pies  and  sugar. 

Next  morning,  while  1  wbh  prowling,  as  usual,  abont 
the  kitchen,  to  pick  up  what  might  come  in  my  way, 
1  saw  Maaha  who  bettkoned  me  to  her,  and  ordered 
nie  to  follow  her  to  the  steward.  Sappoaing  that  I 
WDold  have  to  encounter  anotlier  whipping  for  tbi>  be- 
nefit of  the  little  ecape-grace,  I  fell  a  crying  and  was 
preparing  to  mn  away  to  the  officers  in  tlin  village. 
But  Masha  having  aastired  me  that  no  harm  was  in- 
tended, I  tbilowed  her,  trembling  however  from  fear. 
They  washed  me,  and  combed  me,  or  properly  speak- 
ing, scraped  me,  put  clean  linen  upon  roe,  and  some 
sort  of  a  coat,  and  then  led  me  into  the  apartments  oc- 
I'npted  by  the  squire  and  family.  I  was  exactly  in  the 
predicament  of  a  sheep  in  the  hands  of  its  shepherd, 
which  trembles  for  fear,  not  knowing  whether  they 
are  ^ing  to  shear  it  or  slaughter  it.  I  was  stationed 
ill  the  lobby  and  ordered  to  wait.  It  astonished  me 
greatly  that  the  lackeys  and  foot-hoys  who  were  pass- 
ing and  repassing  through  the  lobby,  did  not  beat  me 
nor  laugh  at  me  as  nsual.*     Tills  gave  me  some  cou- 

*  In  Ihe  houaei  of  ihe  Russian  countrf  gentry,  a  slianger  or 
TisilOT  will  find  the  behaviour  o(  the  servanta  ID  be  a  pcelty  accu- 
late  IhermomeieT  of  the  dispoaitioni  n(  their  masleT  qt  miBlreis, 
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rage ;  but  wlien  the  door  leading  from  tlie  iimer-rooms 
suddenly  opened,  and  I  beheld  the  Ghoapodeen  in  all 
his  glory,  with  his  lady,  the  yonng-  niisaea  and  their 
brothers,  who  all  came  straight  up  to  niP,  my  presence 
of  mind  utterly  fedled  me,  and  the  retoUettioii  of  the 
Kquire's  ordera  not  to  approach  the  houHe-windows, 
i-wne  fresh  upon  my  memory.  An  icy  coldnesH  ibrilled 
through  my  veins.  I  tremliled,  sluieked  with  terror, 
and  wished  to  make  a  hasty  retreat  from  the  lobby  ; 
but  they  stopped  me.  By  good  luck,  I  olwerved  the 
officer  in  the  number  of  the  spectators ;  I  tlirew  my- 
self at  bis  feet  and  exclaimed  in  a  pitiful  tone :  "  Pray, 
g-ood  Sir,  don't  let  them  fl<^  me :  1  am  really  not  to 
blame  !"  "  Poor  orphan,"  said  the  officer ;  "  how  be 
is  harassed  and  frightened  j  rise,  my  little  friend  :" 
added  lie  ;  "  they  will  not  whip  you,  but  feed  you 
with  pica." 

The  word  pics  had  a  magic  effect  upon  me.  I  rose, 
wiped  off  the  tears  with  my  sleeves,  and  looking  about 
me,  observed  that  the  squire  grinned  and  smoothed  his 
mustairhios,  the  misses  held  tbeir  handlcercliiefs  tu 
their  eyes,  and  their  mother  turned  aside  from  me, 
while  the  little  masters  from  behind  their  mamma,  pro- 
truded their  tongues  and  made  grimaces. 

"  Mr,  Kentcbukoffsky,"  said  the  Ghospodeen,  ad- 
tlreaaing  himself  to  the  steward,  "  1  take  that  boy  to 
serre  in  the  bonse,  and,  at  the  request  of  my  eldest 
daughter,  he  is  to  wmt  upon  her  in  the  capacity  of 

Iba  one  being  at  variable  as  Ibe  other.  This  TaU,  hoxeier.  K 
la  be  tbeir  inferiorB,  oi  who  Bre  in  any  way  dependent  upon  then). 
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English  jockey.  Send  to  the  town  for  the  Jew-tailor, 
and  order  him  to  make  a  suit  for  him  after  the  picture 
which  my  daughter  will  give  you," 

^  I  hear  you,"  said  the  steward,  with  a  profound 
oheisance.  "  I  am  taken  with  the  boy,"  gravely  con- 
tinued Mr.  Gologordo£&ky  ;  "  it  is  astonishing  that  I 
£d  not  remark  him  before  in  the  house."  The  females 
began  to  caress  me  and  pat  me.  ^'  What  is  his  name  ?" 
asked  the  squire  of  the  steward  ;  but  neither  he  nor 
myself  could  answer  that  question.  They  «ent  to  en* 
quire  at  all  the  servants,  and  the  result  of  the  investi- 
gation was,  that  amongst  them  they  furnished  me  with 
the  name  of  Ivan.  From  that  time  they  ceased  to 
call  me  '^  the  orphan,"  and  I  was  known  in  the  house 
under  the  name  of  Yanky  Englishman,  from  my  jockey 
dress.  I  am  not  the  first  nor  the  last  in  the  world 
who  has  been  indebted  for  his  name  and  dignity  to  his 
dress. 


B  6 


-.  Gologon 


fiky  and  his  Familf . 


I 


When  Byalo-Rns^ia  fnrmeil  a  part  of  Poland,  Mr. 
Golf^ordoffaky  shewed  a  great  attachment  to  Unsaiai 
and  farther  proved  that  he  sprang  fi'oin  aii  old  HuBBian 
family,  whi[;h  hail  settled  in  tltis  country  in  tlie  time 
nf  Mstislaf,  the  brave.  On  the  incorporation  of  this 
district  with  Uussia,  Mr.  Gologordoffsky,  of  a  sadden 
became  a  devotee  of  tlie  old  Polish  ^vemment,  and 
began  to  trace  Ids  ori^n  to  a  chamberlain  of  tlie  an- 
cient Polish  Kin^  Popel,  who,  upon  the  authority  of 
written  documents,  is  said  to  liave  been  devoured  by 
mice  on  the  island  of  Hopel.  Mr.  Gologordoflaky 
Tery  much  regretted  those  blessed  times  when  a  power- 
fill  nobleman  could  crush  the  poor  gentry  with  impu- 
nity, and  while  he  called  tfaem  his  brothers  and  equals, 
might  flog  tliem  with  rods,  while  they  lay  stretched  out 
upon  a  carpet  as  a  mark  of  distinction  between  them 
and  the  peawnts  ;  and  when  he  m^ht  lock  them  np 
in  the  house-prison,  or  take  possession  of  their  estate 
if  he  had  a  mind.  He  particniarly  regretted  the  chai^ 
of  custonis  at  the  diets  or  elections  of  magistrates. 
In  good  old  times  the  rich  proprietor  brought  alon^ 
with  him  some  cart-loads  of  poor-gentry,  accoutred 
with  arms  and  ready  to  fight,  and  set  them  to  elect 
himself  and  his  friends  to  the  diflerent  offices,  and  tu 
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k  down  and  cnt  down  the  riral  candidates.  These 
days  were  called  the  ^Iden  ^e  of  freedom.  Mr.  Go- 
ii^rdoffeky  thus  having  his  privileges  abridgeil  from 
without,  could  only  rule  within  hia  own  domains  nii 
the  old  footing.  Besides  his  numetons  houHeholU 
serranta,  who  were  hiB  own  vassals,  he  had  in  his  ser- 
vice a.  rnunber  of  poor  gentry  who  thought  to  make  up 
for  their  low  calling  by  high-sounding  titles.  The 
household  nf  Mr.  Gologordoffsky  was  exactly  such  as, 
in  days  of  yore,  were  those  of  the  ancient  feudal 
Barons  and  of  the  old  Polish  Pans.  The  principal 
servants  were,  in  the  first  place,  the  confidential  agpnt 
for  the  man^ement  of  law-suits,  of  wliich  there  were 
always  pending  in  the  diiferent  courts  two  or  three 
dozen  ;  the  commissary,  or  head-steward,  over  the 
whole  property ;  the  econome  or  under  steward  ;  the 
marahalek  who  presided  over  the  table-service  and  tiie 
domestics  ;  the  stud-master  who  governed  the  stables 
and  grooms  ;  the  head  cook  or  commander  in  chief  of 
e  pots  and  pans,  cooks  and  kitchen-maids  ;  the  ok/i- 
IT  housekeeper  who  commanded  llie  maid 
uita,  and  superintended  the  linen  and  the  pantr)-, 
jlUch  in  Polish  is  called  aptelchka,  and  contains  sweets 
P  all  sorts,  preserves,  confections,  sugar,  coffee,  and 
IS  array  of  spirits  and  cordials.  Besides  these 
.s  of  honourable  station,  there  lived  in  the  house 
in  all  readiness,  the  Icapel-meUter  or  music-master,  who 
taught  the  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  music,  and 
presided  at  the  orchestra,  consisting  of  twelve  people, 
n  winter  (Iwsides)  filled  the  office  of  footmen, 
r  raked  hay,  and  worked  in  the  garden. 
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The  kapefyan  or  chaplain,  a  monk  of  the  order  of 
JeaniM,  had  tmder  liu  inspection  three  tutors,  and 
watched  over  the  ednration  of  Mr.  Gologoriloffsky's 
children  :  in  addition  to  this  there  was  a  French  gov- 
verneur,  and  madamf,  a  French  womaii,  with  the  yonni^ 
ladieH.  The  gardener,  a  German,  lifts  at  the  Hame  time 
member  of  the  board  of  agriculture.  The  squire  had 
for  his  own  person  a  free  valet  de  clianibre,  a  shly- 
akhlitch*  who  was  a  favourite  and  his  ci>nfideiit  in 
secret  atTairs  :  his  lady  had  likewise  a  maid  of  equal 
rank  for  the  some  pnrpose,  who,  though  she  dischargeil 
all  the  duty  of  chambermaid,  yet,  in  virtue  of  her 
birth  and  merit,  exacted  respect  in  the  houHe,  and  was 

1  addressed  Panna  or  Ma'ara.  The  young  ladies  had 
likewise  each  Apannaboxa  amcmg  the  shlt/ak/i/t/ankas, 
who  liad  charge  of  their  wardrobe  and  the  female  ser- 
vants of  their  suite,  of  whom,  with  each  of  tlie  young 
ladie«,  one  bore  the  appellation  of  Garderobnoy.  The 
chase  formed  a  department  of  itself,  and  was  partly 
under  the  inspection  of  the  stable-keeper,  and  partly 
of  the  squire  himself,  who  was  a  great  sportsman. 
Amongst  the  sportsmen  were  several  shl^akhiitchea 
who  went  under  the  name  of  atrelitz.  Most  of  tlie 
upper  servants,  such  as  the  law-agent  or  pienipatent, 
conwUa»ary,  tnartlialek,  itad-mastei;  econume,  kapel- 
meuler  and  goueemear,  lived  in  the  house  with  their 
wives  and  children  ;  beside*  their  salary  they  received 
rations  of  provisions  for  their  own  table  or  ordinary, 
were  attended  by  the  servants  of  the  house,  and  kept 
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their  own  horses  at  the  equint's  eicpense.  All  i)ii> 
other  free  servants  hIhu  received  rations  ;  the  bousi- 
vas&alH  were  partly  fed  from  tlie  squire'it  table,  siid 
besideH  that  had  a  table  of  their  owii.  But  as  the 
free  servanta  spent  a  ^eat  part  of  their  allowance  in 
drink,  and  l]ie  vasBals  never  liad  enough  to  eat,  every 
one  laid  bold  of  whatever  he  could,  by  book  or  by 
crook.  Besides  these  feudal  attendants,  there  lived  in 
tlie  house  for  the  sake  of  company  and  aninsenient  to 
the  squire  and  Ids  lady,  some  gentlemen  and  ladies, 
toad-eaters,  friends  and  distant  relations,  under  the 
name  of  residents.  They  received  no  salary,  but  had 
the  advantage  of  tlie  table,  kept  their  own  servants, 
and  some  of  lliem  had  the  privilege  of  keeping  horses. 
Amougat  the  number  of  these  reaideuts  were  Kome 
Whelor  creditors  of  Mr.  Gologordoffsky,  name  widowH 
III'  old  sei'vanta  whose  w^eH  liad  remained  unpaid  after 
tnme  twenty  yeara'  service,  and  Kome  orphaua  possess- 
ed of  capital  under  the  giiardiunsltip  of  the  landlortl. 
In  a  word,  Mr.  Gologordoffsky's  house  contained  near- 
ly as  many  mouths  and  stomachs  am  there  were  working 
liandii  on  the  whole  property,  and  from  this  cause  the 
working  handti  were  Hadly  tormented,  and  made  but 
feeble  exertions  to  fill  the  stomachH  of  bo  overwhelm- 
ing a  majority  of  einecurisis.  It  is  true  thai  Mr.  Go- 
Ic^rdoffuky  himself,  his  family,  and  guests  invited  tu 
e  of  his  Itottpitality,  at«  and  drank  well ;  but  his 
ad  at  one  extremity  what  Is  called  "  a  grey 
where  no  dainty-dishes  or  savoory  wines  ever 
U'lied,  and  where  in  full  measure  was  felt  tlie  in 
e  of  a  iliBproportiou  between  mUiai/  and  /( 
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Mr.  GologordofFsky,  ae  b,  mark  of  Lis  Polish  ex- 
traction, wore  loDg  mustacbioB,  wliicli  lie  freqoent- 
ly  etroked,  particularly  when  he  talked  on  impor- 
tant subjects,  ench  an  the  county-elections  aud  law- 
fluits,  aud  disputes  with  liis  neighbours,  whom  he 
Teckoned  to  be  all  inferior  to  liimEelf,  notwithstanding 
4hat  many  of  them  were  richer  and  more  serviceable 
to  their  country.  Mr.  Gologordoffsky's  pride  was 
founded  on  the  antiquity  of  his  famiiy,  whicli  he  prov- 
ed not  by  historical  documents  regarding  notable  trans- 
actions, but  from  the  journals  of  the  courts  of  law,  in 
which  for  the  course  of  four  centuries  were  recorded 
complaints  agalnat  robberies  committed  by  his  ances- 
tors, and  tile  decisions  which  ensued.  Families  of 
oue  or  two  centuries  he  called  upstarts,  and  declared 
them  unworthy  to  be  connected  with  him,  or  received 
on  a  friendly  footing.  He  had  a  particular  prejudice  and 
dislike  towards  those  who  had  made  their  own  fortunes 
in  an  honest  way,  and  had  nut  inherited  tiiem  trom 
their  ancestors.  He  admitted  to  his  house  all  with- 
out exception,  but  feasted  sumptuously  only  such 
persons  as  were  necessary  to  him,  such  as  people  in 
office,  capitalists  and  money-lenders  ;  and  was  parti- 
cularly kind  to  such  gentlemen  as  from  interested  mo- 
tives shewed  him  extraordinary  marks  of  respect,  and 
listened  quietly  to  his  stories  and  abuse  of  his  enemies. 
In  the  mornings,  when  the  weather  was  unfit  for  hunt- 
ing, Mr.  Gologordofisky  occupied  himself  with  liis  law- 
papers  :  his  agent  composed  tliem,  and  he  merely  for 
his  amusement  added  to  the  papers  cbicajieries,  per- 
sonalities, and  imaginary  pretensions.     After  that,  he 


it  ronnd  all  the  comt-ynrd  ti 

«  B&lotationH  of  his  numproua   Bervants.      After  en- 

ining  himself  during  dinner  with  jokes,   (not  e1- 

it  delicate,)  at  the  expense  of  those  who 

II  beside  him,  he  lay  down  and  took  a  nap  to  eva- 

l«te  the  fumes  of  the  wine. 

■   Till  evening   his  time   was   devoted  to   particutar 

senients,    selected   by  tJie  ladies,  in  which,  how~ 

I   Mr.  Golt^ordoffsky  partook  only  as  a  Hpectator, 

n  the  evening,  Josel,  the  Jew,  made  his  appearance, 

)   Tented    all   the  mills  and   kartchmas  on  the  pro- 

This   Josel  was  general  agent  for  the  whole 

MMie,  privy  counsellor  both  of  master  and  servantt, 

talking  newspaper,   and  relater  of  all  political  news, 

d  Hcandaloua  anecdotes  witliin  a  circle  of  a  hundred 

t  romid,  and  teller  of  every  thing  good  and  ba*l. 

[3ie  Jew  was  master  of  tivo  powerful  talismans  for  the 

libdiun^  of  hearts,  viz.  money  and  vudktf.     He  wax 

o  all,  fi'om  the  master  down  to  the  lowest 

HPherd  in  the  village  ;  all  were  in  hia  debt,  and  all 

e  inclination  to  borrow  than  to  pay.     With 

B  Jew  Mr.  Gologordoffiiky  spent  the  greater  part  of 

I  evenings,    while  he   sipped  his  bowl  of  punch, 

pthering  from  him  all  the  news  from  the  capital,  and 

menl-town,  •  where  the  Jew  had  his  correspoii- 

Along  with  the  Jew,  he,  devised  projects  for 


'  The  reader  ia  probablf  anaie,  that  Russia  is  dj 

Diinna  cUied  Cubemiai,  orgosemiDetita,  and  that  i 

ofCRcb  province,  there  is  a  ({OTernor,  police-mi 
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the  Hale  of  com,  spirits,  and  wootl,  fw  the  borrowing 
of  money,  and  for  the  avoiding  payment  of  old  debts. 
He  counselled  witii  the  Jew  concerning  the  com- 
mencement of  new  law-mite,  the  continuajice  of  such 
as  were  already  begnn,  and  the  endless  spinning  out 
of  tho!<e  of  long  continuance.  The  Jew  proposed  dif- 
ferent meaHures  to  increase  the  incomfi  without  any 
previous  outlays  ;  for  instance,  to  make  the  peseante' 
horses  cany  loads,  M  cut  canals  in  another  man's  pn>- 
perly,  lo  hew  wood  and  burn  charcoal  on  his  neigh- 
bours' land,  and  the  like.  In  a  word,  the  Jew-farmer 
was  regarded  as  the  principal  personage  on  the  estate, 
next  to  the  proprietor,  and  would  have  been  more  in- 
dispensible  to  Mr.  Gologordoffsky  than  bis  head  to  his 
shouiderK,  if  it  had  only  been  possible  to  transfer  the 
mouth  to  some  other  part  of  the  body.  WilLout  re- 
garding such  a  close  relation,  the  Jew,  knowing  the  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Golc^ordof&y,  insinuated  himself  iuto  his 
confidence,  and  flattered  his  pride,  solemnly  assuring 
bim  that  he  esteemed  Mr.  Gologordoffsky  as  the  only 
real  gentleman  and  grandee  in  the  government.  In 
tlus  way  the  Jew,  enjoying  his  confidence,  sucked  like 
a  real  vampire  the  life'a-blood  of  Ms  fpllow-creatnTps, 
grew  rich,  and,  like  tile  moving  sands  of  the  desert 
which  absoH)  all  the  moisture  of  living  nature,  dried 
up  the  surrounding  sources  of  riches,  and  ^)reed 
around  him  poverty  and  barrenness. 

Mrs.  GologordofFsky  regarded  herself  as  of  much 
higher  origin  than  her  hosband.  She  hinted  that  she 
would  never  have  taken  him  for  her  husband,  but  for 
some  pEtrticular  circninstance  in  which  a  Russian  Colo- 
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Bel  of  Husiare  played  tlie  principal  part.  In  otiier  res- 
pects alie  led  a  very  peaceful  life  with  Her  bueband,  anil 
he  did  all  in  his  power  tu  please  her.  She  selected  her 
own  society,  and  chose  what  diversions  she  thought  pro- 
per, her  husbaud  having  the  honour  of  being  invited  to 
participate  in  them  along  with  the  family.  Mn.  Golo- 
gordoflsky  never  asked  her  husband  for  any  tiling  ;  she 
bought  in  the  shops  whatever  she  wanted  or  whatever 
she  fancied,  whether  it  was  necessary  or  not,  and  sent 
the  merchants  to  her  husband,  who  waH  obliged  to  pay 
his  wife's  debts,  notwithstanding  that  it  was  with  the 
greatest  reluctance  that  he  woitld  disdiarge  even  ills 
own.  In  other  respects,  Mrs.  Gologordoffsky  was  a 
good  sort  of  a  lady,  although  she  did  not  at  all 
Je  with  the  management  of  the  house :  she  be- 
re<l  civilly  to  the  servants,  but  did  not  pay  tlie  least 
attention  to  their  wants,  aad  never  heard  to  an  end 
any  of  their  reasonable  reijuests.  She  believed  Iroiii 
the  bottom  of  her  heart,  that  her  kind  word  and  smile 
were  more  valned  by  all  of  them  tlian  either  good 
food,  clotliing-,  or  wages.  She  dearly  loved  to  rend 
sentimental  romances,  still  mure  dearly  to  talk  with 
gentlemen  upon  the  tender  passion,  but  most  of 
Some  girls  amongst  lier  vassals,  who 
been  taught  dress-makicig  iu  Warsaw  and  Pet^rs- 
;h,*  incessantly  laboured  at  sewing  and  shaping  ; 
every  week,   cases   and  packages  arrived  from 
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Petersbui^li,  with  caps,  bonneiB,  head-dresses,  pat- 
terns, and  all  manner  of  Irippery.  Every  day  she 
ilreased  heraelf  like  a  doll,  althouj^^h  there  should  not 
happen  to  be  a  eingle  guest,  while,  on  the  other  Iiand, 
Mr.  Gologordog^ky,  in  the  midat  of  all  his  feudal 
pride,  walked  about  at  honiR  in  a  greasy  great-coat, 
made  in  a  half  old-Polinh  fashion,  and  appeared  in  the 
prenence  of  his  wife,  as  if  lie  was  the  first  of  her  most 
ubedient  servants. 

The  Misses  Golo^rdof&ky,  Petronella  and  Cecilia, 
■were  good-looking,  affable  in  conversation  with  gen- 
tlenien,  Iwld  as  dr^oons,  sprightly  and  cheerful. — 
They  excelled  in  dancing  and  music,  spoke  French 
extremely  well,  sung  charmingly,  dressed  with  great 
laste  and  elegance  after  their  mother's  example,  and 
along  with  her  read  sentimental  romances.  They 
■were  both  lender  hearted,  and  could  not  bear  in  their 
walks  to  go  tlirough  the  i-illsge  for  fear  they  sliould 
behold  the  misery  of  its  inhabitants.  Petronella  was 
eighteen,  and  Cecilia,  the  youngi?st,  sixteen  years  old. 

Two  sons,  the  one  in  his  twelfth,  the  other  in 
bis  fourteenth  year,  were  real  baboons  for  mischief, 
running,  and  the  like.  Tliey  were  continually  playing 
tricks  either  on  their  teachers,  sisters,  or  servants. 
The  greatest  disturtiancea  which  they  made  were  as- 
crUied  by  their  parents  to  the  uncommon  abilities  and 
fertile  genius  of  their  children,  on  whom  they  rested 
all  the  hopes  of  their  family,  and  treated  them  as  if 
they  were  heirs  to  the  Mc^l  empire.  The  name  of 
Injanta,  wliich  was  given  to  the  eldest  son  in  jest  by 
an  officer  who  happened  to  pass  tliat  way,  was  kept 
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Fvp  pver  after.  The  servanta  who  did  not  know  tile 
retti  meaning  of  tliia  title,  gave  the  little  Rrape-groee 
no  other  nami^,  and  tbia  tickled  tile  fancy  of  the  old 
people,  who  anticipated  for  their  sons  the  liigheat  ranka- 
B  the  army,  milUona  in  their  coiTpra,  and  priiicesaea 
'  briiles,  SB  the  due  recompense  for  qualities  by 
llioh,  in  thi;  world,  every  thing  is  lost  and  nothing 

With  reganl  to  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  house, 
:>  numerona  tliat  I  cannot  now  recollect 
a  all,  and  when  I  was  afterwarda  in  Mr.  Goli^or- 
&ky'8  houae,  many  of  tlipm  were  no  longer  there. 
r  Ezueet,  being  a  Jesuit,  was  a  riddle  to  all  ex- 
it the  ladvt  whose  confeaaor  he  waa. 

e  steward  waa  a  walking  whip,  or  inatrumeiit  of 
ion  :  all   trembled  before  him,   except  the  Jew 
1  the  Hquire'a  favourite  dogs,  whom  he  did  not  dare 
punish. 

'  The  marshal  and  etud-iaaater — irrational  creaturea, 
utensils  fur  digesting  provisions.  Tiieir  whole 
laisted  in  staring  vacantly  on  the  crowd  of  su- 
jrary  Kcrvanta,  bowing  to  their  raaater  and. 
,  alwayu  saying  "  Yea,"  eating  for  four,  and 
ftptting  dnmk  every  evening  on  mulled  wine. 

The  law-agent  belonged  to  that  clasa  of  people,- 
irfaoni  you  might,  without  any  coinpunotton  of  eonaci' 
g  fir^t  and  try  afterwards,  knowing  for  cer- 
n  that  every  week  in  hia  life,  yon  would  find  good 
d  sufficient  reason  for  bo  doing.  His  aoid  whh,  it 
lay  be  said,  conipoaed  of  nothing  but  hooks  and  eyes, 
B  lay  hold  of  whatever  desirable  objects  might  come 
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ill  his  way,  Witli  bim  notiiing  was  right  nor  wrong, 
white  nor  blnclf.  The  lawe  he  esteempd  only  as  words 
whose  e!£r.ellence  ponsiats  in  their  capability  of  being 
twisted  right  or  left.  In  a  word,  the  law-af^nt  was 
professor  of  rbicarery,  and  next  to  the  Jew,  first  touii- 
setlor  to  Mr.  Gologordoffsky. 

The  commiflaary — poor  commissary  !  His  duty 
consisted  in  seeing  that  all  the  estate  was  in  order, 
also  in  tlie  cheqning'  of  accompts,  and  the  coUectuig  of 
incomes  ;  but,  as  every  thing  was  in  disorder,  as  the 
incomes  were  collected  before  they  were  due,  and  if 
the  thing  itself  were  possible,  without  any  revision  of 
accompts,  the  poor  man  from  grief  spent  eleven 
months  of  the  year  in  drinking,  and,  in  the  twelfth, 
composed  a  general  statement,  or,  properly  speaking, 
made  a  summary  of  the  incomes,  copied  it  out  on  a 
sheet  of  clean  paper,  and  prenented  it  to  the  squire, 
with  the  N.  B.  that  they  bad  been  previously  collected 
{although  not  in  full)  in  the  course  of  the  year  :  this 
highly  pleased  Mr.  Gologordofisky,  who  took  it  for 
granted  that  he  really  possessed  as  great  an  income  as 
appeared  in  the  Iloga. 

The  most  important  personage  in  the  house  was  the 
Okhineestreena  or  housekeeper,  not  so  much  because 
iihe  was  acquainted  with  all  the  lady's  secrets,  and 
t^njoyed  her  confidence  in  an  unlimited  degree,  but 
becaaee  she  had  under  her  power  all  tlie  strengthening 
juices,  such  as  rum,  cogiiHC,  hitters,  and  liqueurs. — 
ITie  whole  house  treated  her  witli  deference,  not  ex- 
<;Bpting  even  the  young  ladies,  who  received  from  her 
preserves  and  confections.     This  respectable  personage 
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■irould  declare  with  a  &stteliou8  look  Iter  ditilikt;  to 
DWrong  liquors,  and  although  she,  every  evening,  with- 
H^Ht  waiting  for  supper,  stretched  lierself  uut  upon  her 
d  with  a  fiery  face,  and  &  nuse  glowing  like  the  end 
1  candle,    that  proceeded   from   an   excruciating 
otb-ocbe,  which  obliged  her  to  apply  spirits  to  her 
,     Tlua  at  leatjt  waa  her  version  of  the  atoTy. 
i  is  no  douht  that  Mr.  Golt^ordofisky  also  put 
it  fai^  in  tluH  medicine  ;  for  he  very  frequently 
I  his  hand  to  his  cheek,  and  made  so  Ireqnent  trips 
B  ihe  pantry,  that  the  floor  was  indented  with  the 
arks  of  hiH  footsteps  all  the  way  to  the  door. 
Sach  were  the  people  amongst  whom  I  was  the 
ut  by  tbe  destination  of  fat«  I     In  the  period  of  my 
lildhood  tliey  all  appeared  to  me  uncommon,  exalted 
)rt  of  Biuis  I     In  proceee  of  time  I  learned 
1  lleir  real  value,   and   only  make  mention  of  them  in 
this  place,  that  the  reader  may  nut  be  astonished  why 
tbey  kept  me  in  tbe  house  like  a  wild  beast.     Besides, 
we  shall  have  an  opportunity  hereafter  of  meeting  with 
Hume  of  the  persona  here  mentioned,  and  on  that  ac- 
count a  previous  acquaintance  will  be  of  service. 


CHAPTER  III. 


All  military  men  like  to  quarter  in  Poland,  notwitli- 
HtAnding  the  poverty  of  the  peaaantx,  the  extortion  of 
the  Jewa,  and  the  difference  in  the  langu^e  and  re- 
ligion of  tlie  gentry.  The  truth  miiHt  be  told  :  tlie 
men  among  the  Poles  are  escellent  company,  and  the 
B'omen  full  of  the  milk  of  hunian  kindnesB,  and  gene- 
rally uiore  attached  to  foreignent  than  tlieir  haBbands 
and  brothers  would  wiali.  The  quartering  of  soldiers, 
particularly  of  artillery  and  cavalry,  is  very  i^reeable  to 
the  landhoidera,  the  Jews,  and  the  ladies.  The  first 
find  a  ready  market  for  the  productions  of  tlie  soil,  the 
second  for  their  wares,  while  the  women  all  find  ad- 
mirers, and  frequently  husbands, 
profession  of  liie  Koman  Catholic 
autipathiee,  and  the  ilisagreeablen 
Eveiy  long  stay  of  a  regiment  in  any  distrii;t  generally 
ends  with  a  couple  of  marriages,  and  one  or  two  dozen 
of  anecdotes,  propagated  hy  old  maids  at  tlie  exp^ice 
of  young  ones.  At  these  anecdotes  modent  people  are 
firet  of  all  thunderstruck  with  amazement,  then  they 
give  credit  to  them,  and  finally  consign  them  to  obli- 
vion till  auotlier  opportunity.  In  general  the  Foluh 
women  are  lovely,  understand  tlie  art  of  pleasing,  and 
loving  tenderly,  ndth  all  the  refinements  of  romantic 
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Mion,  and,  although  conatAncy  ilues  not  form  a  pro- 
minent feature  in  their  chnractrr,  yi^t,  who  in  love 
thinks  of  such  occiurenees  ?  There  are  no  rales  with- 
out eiceptioaB  ;  and  is  it  possible  to  refrain  from  lov- 
ingr  the  Poles  merelj'  from  fear  of  inconstancy  ?  The 
Poles  seem  folly  persuaded,  tlrnt  women  are  created 
for  love,  and  they  spend  all  their  youth  in  agreeable 
mnaings.  I  may  add  that,  in  the  Polish  laJi^age,  there 
exists  a  partirular  verb,  invented  for  the  espresBion  of 
the  most  tender,  and,  in  other  respects,  the  most  trifl- 
ing occupation  of  life,  to  romance  (romansowa^).  This 
(ienotes  a  tender,  respectful,  pamiion,  mutual  pleasure 
founded  on  principle  and  attachment  ;  but  it  can  no 
where  Hnhsiatont  of  Poland,  where  the  free  intercourse 
between  tlie  aeies  is  not  only  permitted,  but  regarded 
as  indispensable.  Italy  alone  excels  Poland  in  the  free- 
dom of  the  women.  In  Poland  nobody  thinks  it 
strange  or  improper  for  a  married  or  unmarried  wo- 
man t«  converse  alone  with  a  gentleman,  to  walk  arm 
in  arm  with  him  at  a  distance  from  others,  to  receive 
from  hint  small  presents  or  entertainments,  although 
she  be  neither  attached,  betrothed,  nor  related  to  him. 
Tender  looks,  soft  words,  sighs,  complimentary  verses, 
niusici  and  even  letters,  excit«no  attention  on  the  part 
of  parents  or  by-8tanders.  There  they  say  openly, 
that  such  a  one  is  in  love  with  snch  a  one,  that  he 
flirts  with  her  :  that  such  a  woman  is  in  love  with  Huch 
a  man  ;  and  all  this  does  not  destroy  a  female's  reputa- 
tion. Tender  lovers  make  one  another  mutual  vowa 
and  promises,  build  aerial  castles  of  future  happiness, 
and   after  all  separate  in  sang  froid,    without  any 
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scandal.  This  b  a  place  to  call  to  mind  the  proverb  : 
•  like  priest,  like  people,"  '  like  country,  like  fashion." 
In  Uie  meantirae  I  may  honestly  assurR  ray  readerB, 
that,  without  regarding-  the  freedom  of  interconrBe, 
perliapH  no  where  in  the  world  are  there  eo  many  vir- 
tuDUH  young  women  as  in  Poland,  believe  it  who  wilL 
Of  married  women  1  make  no  mention,  because  —  • 
because  that  is  not  our  present  imbject. 

On  Mr.  Gologord(iffeky"s  estate  was  quartered  a 
Lieutenant  Meloveeden,  with  a  troop  of  Hussars.  He 
had  all  the  good  and  bad  qualities  of  a  young  dragoon ; 
was  brave  and  honouralile,  acquainted  wicli  service, 
but  was  frequently  outof order  owing  toliia  pddinesa 
ajid  his  extraonlinary  pi 
out  being  in  the  least  c 
<{aently  lost  hia  last  kopeek*  t 
nui  or  from  having  nothing  to  < 
position  to  tempi'rance,  from 
<lrink  tokay  as  he  wonUl  wa.1i 
quass.      His  principal  occupation 


for  amusements.  Witli- 
lie  played  high,  and  fr«- 
t  cards,  merely  from  en- 
<lo ;  with  a  natural  die- 
mere  frolic  he  would 
and  cliampagne  as 
-as  ^Uantry.  Of  a 
handsome  person,  afiable  and  clever,  brought  up  in  the 
circle  of  the  best  Moscow  society,  an  excellent  dan- 
rcr,  musician,  and  painter,  versed  in  the  productions 
of  French  literature,  and  gifted  witli  an  uncommon 
memory,  Meloveeden,  a  spoiled  child  of  fortune,  be- 
came an  object  of  love  to  all  the  young  women  for  a 
hundred  miles  round.  For  him  they  made  fetea,  and 
always  wished  to  have  him  at  their  parties,  and  what 
was  moat  astomshing  of  all,  the  gentlemen,  that  is  to 
say  the  landlords,  not  only  were  not  angry  with  him  for 
*  A  kopeek  JBBbaut  the  tenlh-pirLofa  pcuii)'  tterling. 
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It  open  preference  shewn  }iim  by  the  women,  but 
1  loved  liim.  Meloveeden  was,  in  the  full  aense  of 
word,  ft  good  fellow,  open  hearted,  and  with  all 
I  sharpness  very  Hunple.  He  did  not  qnarrel  with 
)  Polea  on  politics ;  he  drank  with  them  to  the 
nltk  of  old  [latriotR,  and  sincerely  abuxed  the  people 
.  For  this  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  old 
e  triendHhip  of  the  young  landholders,  who  wixh- 
I  then»e!ve»  into  a  sort  of  Meloveeden  in 
at  least  in  Livonia.  A  high  dJHtinctiou  which 
r  Riusiana  atttuned  in  Poland  t 

leart  was  so  unbounded  tliat  be  could  love  fifty 
at  the  same  time,  without  any  defalcation  of 
L,  and  without  turmenting  himself  with  si^hn 
brings.  At  that  time,  of  all  the  women  and 
i  gave  the  preferenc*  to  Petronella  Gologor- 
,  who,  to  say  the  truth,  was  passionat«ly  in 
e  with  him :  you  have  no  more  occaHion  then,  gen- 
e  reader,  to  guess  from  whom  and  to  whom  1  was 
I  wiA  the  letter  to  the  villi^e  !  You  understand 
r  I  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  English 
teyi  and  appointed  to  execute  particular  coramis- 
e  for  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr,  Gologordoflklty. 
I  donbtleaH  conjecture,  gentle  reader,  that  I  filled 
t  fitstion  of  poHtiUion  of  love.  Exactly  so  ;  my 
liole  duty  consisted  in  standing  during  meals  with  a 
e  behind  my  mistress's  chair,  and  carrying  billets- 
X  from  the  squire's  house  to  the  lieutenant's  qnar- 
,  which  I  fulfilled  with  particular  attention,  exact- 
I,  and  speed.  For  that  I  was  loved  by  my  mistress, 
1  consequently  by  the  whole  family  of  Mr.  Golo- 
c  2 
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gorJoffsky.  Tlie  appellation  of  orplmn  was  no  more 
to  me  a  mark  of  nothingneHH  ;  od  the  contrary,  it  ex- 
pressed tenJemexs  and  compassion,  and  was  pro- 
nounced witli  sympathy  and  parlicnlar  kindness.  The 
servimtB,  following  always  the  example  of  their  lords, 
carasHed  me  aa  much  as  they  had  formerly  spumed 
me.  This  change  in  my  fate  produced  a  sudden  change 
in  my  intellect,  which  was  naturally  keen.  In  lialf  a 
year  I  understood  every  thing  which  was  formerly  a 
riddle  to  me,  swpassed  in  activity  all  the  boys  of  the 
house,  and  became  what  is  called  a  roguish  or  sharp 
hoy.     For  all  this  fortunate  change  I  was  indebted  to 

After  tlie  agreeable  days  of  love  and  pleasure,  there 
was  a  sad  change.  Tlie  regiment  received  orders  to 
move  into  another  government,  and  this  unexpected 
occnrrence  was  quite  a  thunderstroke  to  all  the  female 
population  of  the  district.  The  doctors  travelled 
from  house  to  house,  the  apothecary's  laboratory  was 
})ut  in  motion  ;  meRsengers  galloped  along  every  road, 
some  to  the  town  with  recipes,  some  with  letters.  It 
appeared  as  if  the  pl^;ue  or  some  epidemic  disorder 
was  spreading  its  ravages  in  the  neighbourhood.  And 
in  reality,  spasms,  me^jums,  vapours,  nervous  Mnt- 
ings,  aud  vertigos  attacked  the  fair  sex.  My  mistresa 
Petronella  Gologordoffaky  in  particntar,  fell  into  a 
state  of  complete  deprivation  of  all  her  faculties.  She 
lay  in  bed,  swore  she  wouhl  die  for  tove,  and  refused 
to  take  the  medicine  prescribed  by  the  doctor  for 
a  fever  arising  from  cold.  Her  condition  was  really 
dangerous.     Unceasing  tears  and  sighs,  want  of  sleep 
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and  loss  of  appetite,  might  have  given  a  bad  tiini 
to  a  Elight  cold  brought  on  in  the  garden,  ilnring  a  late 
interview  with  her  dear  friend.  She  woulcl  take  no 
advice  nor  consolation  from  her  parents,  sistfr,  and 
companions,  and  was  a  little  quieter  onlj'  when  Melo- 
veeden  gave  her  hia  word  of  honour  to  return  an  Boon 
ae  possible,  and  confirm  tlipir  tender  love  by  mamage 
The  aelf-luve  of  Meloveeden  was  touched  by  suili  a. 
powerful  expression  of  pasHion  on  the  part  of  the 
charming  Petronella :  he  had  never  in  lus  life  seen 
how  people  grew  sick  and  died  from  love  and  being 
both  a  witness  and  an  object  of  a  scene  worthy  to 
adorn  the  most  tender  romance  of  the  days  of  chivalry. 
Meloveeden's  feelings  were  overcome,  and  he  resolved 
to  reword  the  charming  patient  with  his  hand.  But 
this  promise  was  given  in  secret  without  the  know- 
let^  of  her  parents.  They  agrped  to  cany  on  tlieir 
correspondence  by  means  of  the  Jew-farmer,  Melo- 
veeden threatening  to  pull  off  his  nose  and  ears  if  lie 
betrayed  him.  lie  at  the  same  time  entrusted  Petro- 
nelU's  second  aunt  by  the  mother's  side  to  bring  the 
miit<.'ii  to  a  conclusion.  The  lovers  foresaw  the  diificnil- 
ty  of  obt^ning  the  consent  of  Petronella's  father,  who 
fed  himself  with  the  hope  that  some  travelling  prince, 
no  matter  though  lie  might  be  a  native  of  Asia  or  at 
least  some  potentate,  would  ennoble  hia  blood  by  a 
union  with  the  Gologurdoffsky  family.  But  aa  of  all 
human  follies  love  is  the  most  powerful,  our  lovers  ex- 
pected to  overcome  the  ambition  and  stubbornness  of 
Mr.  Goli^fordofFsky,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  break  through 
I  hem  by  force. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


Dreary  w 


Purposes  of  Marriage. 

,  and  Mr.  Gologonlofia 


trequently  to  go  to  the  Govenunent-towu  on  account 
of  some  of  his  law-HtiitH  whidi  had  t«mimated  not  in 
the  most  agreeable  manner.  His  law  expences  reduced 
him  to  some  aort  of  retrenchment  at  liome  ;  and  made 
him  keep  his  family  in  the  comitry  at  the  time  of  the 
rounty  elections,  which  drew  all  the  gentry  to  the  town 
for  some  weeks.  This  obstacle  brought  on  a  fit  of 
melancholy  on  Mrs.  Gologordof&ky  and  her  youngest 
danghter.  The  eldest,  without  that,  was  sick  enoi^i 
at  heart.  In  vain  did  father  Ezueet  preach  upon  the 
vanity  of  this  world :  they  heard  him  with  si^bs,  and 
intemipted  faim  to  bpgin.  the  conversation  upon  halls 
and  dresaett.  Mrs.  Gologunloffsky  lamented  only  that 
her  absence  at  tlie  time  uf  the  electioiiH  would  give 
visitors  from  other  goveiTunenta  and  military  people  a 
very  unfavonrable  opinion  of  the  taate  uf  the  fetmde 
ses  witli  regard  to  dres»!,  and  that,  without  her  daugh- 
ters, they  could  nut  dance  mazourkas*  and  French  qua* 
(Irilles.  After  this  preface  b^an  a  critical  disquiai- 
tion  upon  all  the  females  of  the  whole  government, 
IVom  thirty  years  of  age  down  to  Hixteen,  which  ended 
with  the  conclusion,  that  it  was  only  Mrs.  Goh^;or- 
*  A  fasbionibU  Poluh  dsDcc,  aba  nBtuntliud  in  Rmda. 
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i'  doifeky  anti  her  lUughters  ■who  hail  uo  moral  or  phy- 
flical  deficienciee,  and  that  &U  the  other  females  were 
I  vfadly  neglected  by  nature.     Tlie  residents,  coiifidantes, 
1  tad   tbe   misses  living   as   compauionB,    as  well   as 
rdie  wives  of  tbe  agent  and  cominiexary,  and  withitl 
fftlher  Ezueet,  confirmed  with  one  accord  tlie  opinion 
W  *t  Mrs.  Gologordoflaky,  and  this  served  as  some  con- 
D  for  her  grief.     If  the  tentli  part  of  what  Mrs. 
ologordoSaky  said  concerning  the  females  had  been 
,  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of  the  men  to 
eek  for  wives  not  oidy  in  another  guvemment  or  in 
lother  empire,  but  in  another  planet.     Foi-tonately 
11  the  mothers  tliou^ht  exatily  the  same  of  tbemBetves 
i  their  daughters  a^  Mrs.  GologordoffHky :  it  would 
u  to  believe  in  all  the  failings  of  the 
ic  witti  the  exception  uf  the  present  company. 
Meloveeden  remained  constant :  he  returned  an  an- 
o  every  ten  of  Petronelis's  letters,  foil  of  teii- 
8,  with   the  additional   attraction  that   it  was 
s  on  rose-coloured  or  gi'een  or  light  blue  paper: 
a  was  the  fashion  at  that  time  in  the  country.     Al- 
ragti  I  could  not  read  these  letters,  I  formed  coll- 
isions regarding  their  contents  from  the  e&ects  which 
f  mistress's  temper,  who,  while  she 
d  them  a  hundred  times,  always  be^n  with  crying 
1  ended  with  laughing.     Meloveeden  ^ve  her  a 
Tiption  of  his  new  acquaintances,  various  adven- 
,  characters   and  anecdotes,  which   soothed  my 
n  her  forlorn  state,  and  deUghted  both  her 
bid   her  sister.     The    Jew  fiUthfully   performed  the 
y  entrusted  to  him,  receiving  from  the  post-office 
c  4 
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and  forwarding;  tlie  letters  with  the  grpattst 
Notwithstanding  that  I  wsa  now  of  nu  more  use  tu  my 
mietresg,  she  contimieil  to  love  and  caresH  me  :  with 
me  were  associated  aweet  recoHeetioiis,  aiid  besides, 
Meloveeden  had  recommended  me  to  )ier  protection. 

Spring  came  on,  but  the  roses  no  more  liloomed 
on  the  cheeks  of  the  fair  Petronella.  She  hepatne 
from  day  lo  day  more  disconsolate,  and  could  not 
without  tears  look  iipon  tlie  little  birds  sitting  in 
paira  on  the  branches.  AH  knew  the  cause  of  her 
grief;  but,  except  her  Rister,  the  faitlifu)  Maaha  and 
the  Jew,  no  one  made  mention  of  her  beloved,  or 
Hoothed  her  with  hopen.  Once  on  a  pleasant*  spring- 
day  at  simset,  the  whole  family  dined  in  the  garden. 
Roasted  chickena  with  salad,  improved  by  the  addi- 
tion of  sour  cream,  and  a  bottle  of  Tokay  pTesented 
■  as  a  rarity  by  the  Jew-farmer,  put  Mr,  Gok^'ordoSsky 
into  Bnch  a  happy  diapodition  of  mind,  tliat  tfie  amii 
took  the  resolution  to  avail  herself  of  tJiis  opporttmity 
to  fiilfil  her  coramifsion.  She  ma<le  a  sign  to  the 
yoimg  ladies  to  withdraw,  and  began  her  speech  fir»t 
with  some  general  observations  on  the  happineHs  of 
wedlock,  where  the  attachment  between  the  parties  is 
mutual,  alluded  to  the  pitiable  state  of  Petronella, 
who  was  a  victim  to  love,  and  at  last  plainly  declared 
that  she  wb«  authorised  by  Meloveeden  and  her  niece 

I  to  beg  the  consent  of  the  parents  to  llie  marriage,  and 
del 
dai 
ced 


"  The  month  of  May  in  Ruiaia  is  generally  one  of  ihe  mo« 
delightful  seaions  of  ihe  year.  We  hue  lome  Audi  weathet  fm 
n  England,  but  a  whole  month  of  it  would  be  so  unpre- 
cedented occunence. 


i 
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I  pulled  out  hia  letter  from  her  bofioni.  Mrfi.  Gologor- 
li  dot&ky  was  silent  during  the  discourse  of  her  cousin, 

■  fighed,  looked  at  the  clouds  and  see-sawed  with  lier 
T  I^L  On  the  other  baiifl,  Mr.  Got<^rduffsky  at  the 
L  b^inmng  of  die  speech  began  to  shew  symptoms  of 
I  onpatience  and  chagrin.  At  firet  he  retlouhled  hh 
I  dran^ts  of  wine,  then  hid  face  grew  red,  and  at  last, 

a  ho  had  finished  the  bottle,  he  grew  quite  fn- 

i,  knocked   violently  with  his  &at   on   the   table, 

ing  all  the  bottles  and  glasses  dance,  and  roared 

aciferonsly,  "  Enough  I"      However  the  officiouB  aunt 

to  be  daunted  by  all  tliis  uproar,  but  quietly 

I  don't   see   what  can   hinder    tliis    mat^^h." 

"■  Mnch,   very  much,   Ma'am,"  replied  Mr.  Gologor- 

K'A>fisky ; "  and  you  do  not  perceive  it,  because  you  never 

I'iOBpected  the   archives  of  niy  house,   and   apparently 

■  iiever  noticed  the  family-portraits  intjie  diiuug-room." 
is  not  Meloveeden  a  gentleman,"  added  the 
''  his  father  and  grandfatlier  held  the  rank  of 
8."  Mr.  GologordofFsky  grinned  savagely  ; 
m,"  said  he,  "  I  wm  before  you  in  ray  inqni- 

s  at  Meloveeden  concerning  hia  family,  and  learned 
I  himself  that  his  nobility  hegins  only  with  his 
it-grand-fiither."  "  Do  you  think  tliat  insufficient?" 
kI  the  aunt.  "  So  insufficient,  that  nothing  could 
e  less  HO  for  entering  into  an  alliance  with  a  family 
I  which  counts  its  nobility  from  the  fiftieth  generation. 
so  you  see.  Madam,  tJiat  my  nobility  bears  the 
!  proportion  to  that  of  Mr.  Meloveeden  as  fifty 
a  three,  consequently  there  is  a  lenttle  difference  be- 
)."     At  this  he  smiled  triumphantly.     "  But 
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in  onr  times  the  old  snd  yonn^  gentry  luve  the  same 
privileges  of  distinction,  and  the  some  period  of  sei- 
rice  condacta  them  to  a  higher  rank,"*  said  the  aunt. 
"  That  is  not  onr  hiwinesa,  Ma'am,"  replied  Mr,  Go- 
lo^rdoflsky,  "  Yon  know  onr  old  proverb,  '  A  gentle- 
man in  one  town  is  e<|ual  to  a  lord  in  another.' "  "  Con- 
Beqnently  Meloveeden  is  equal  to  yon,"  added  the 
annt.  "  It  signifies,"  said  Mr.  Gologordoffsky,  "  no- 
thing less,  than  that  it  is  only  gentlemen  who  are  eqnal 
in  birth,  who  are  eqnal  among  themeeives,  without  re- 
garding difference  of  ranks.  Besides,  it  is  not  anti- 
quity of  family  alone  which  will  pive  a  man  a  title  to 
be  my  son-in-law — he  mnst  have  riches,  inuneilBe 
riches,  in  order  to  keep  np  the  dignity  of  the  united 
families ;  but  Meloveedpn  is  as  bare  as  a  hawk."  "  It 
is  tniB  that  Meloveeden's  father  spent  all  his  property 
in  the  service,"  said  the  aunt,  "  bat  he  has  a  rich  and 
childless  uncle  who  does  not  intend  ever  to  marry. 
He  has  a  great  liking  for  Ms  nephew,  maintains  him 
in  the  service,  and  designs  to  make  him  his  heir." 
■'  What  authority  have  you  for  that?"  asked  Mr.  Go- 
logordoffsky.  "  I  have  seen  Meloveeden 'a  uncle's  own 
letters,"  replied  the  aunt.  "  That  is  all  castles  in  the 
air :  it  is  a  shame  for  you,  Ma'am,  to  think  of  debas- 
ii^  my  family  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  propose  to  unite 
it  with  a  man  who  has  neitlier  name  nor  property," 

■laKuMiaberarea  man  can  attain  the towfji  dignity,  he  masc 
tave  a  cortain  number  of  jiesT).  Thti  period  n  shniter  Tor  the 
nobility  than  for  the  olhor  clasaes;  the  order  of  prints  cone* 
next  in  rank,  after  them  the  meichanls,  then  the  lowest  bonTgeois, 
and  fbreignEralaBtorall,unleu  where  a  special  CKceptiania  made 
ia  favour  of  individuals. 
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sud  Mr.  Golo^rdtiSaky  etnpliatically,  wliile  he  roHe 
from  hia  chair :  "  I  heg  you  will  never  mention  it 
^!ain,  if  yon  wish  to  preserve  my  frieiidahip."  "  Very 
well,''  reBumed  the  aunt,  ^towing  red  with  cii^rin  ; 
"  but  allow  me  to  make  one  observation  :  you  surely 
da  not  wish  that  youi  daughter  should  die  for  love,  or 
should  be  forced  to  many  agaliiEt  her  iuclioationti  ?" 
"  Do  not  trouble  your  head  about  that,  IMa'am,"  said 
Mr.  GologordoSsky :  "  girls  don't  die  for  toce,  but  on 
the  contrary  become  very  happy  when  they  are  mturied 
agtunst  their  inclinations.  As  a  proof  of  that,  there 
is  yotir  rousin,*  my  dearly  beloved  spouse,  who  was 
also  in  love  with  an  officer  before  her  marriage,  and 
fainted  thrice  before  pronouncing  the  fatal  "  Yea"  at 
the  hymeneal  altar.  All  this  was  got  tlie  better  of  in 
time,  and  I  flatter  myself  tli^  Mrs.  Golc^ordofiaky 
does  not  repine  at  her  unhappy  lot,  although  her  huH- 
hand  wears  neither  sword  nor  uniform.  "  ]b  it  not 
true,  my  love  ?"  added  Mr.  Gologonloffsky,  while  he 
i!ave  his  wife  an  afiectioiiate  kiss  for  the  first  time  since 
I  had  been  admitted  into  the  rooms.  "  Yes,  it  is  true," 
replied  hia  wife  with  a  deep  sigh.  "  Tell  the  people 
lo  saddle  my  riding-horse,"  said  Mr.  Ciologordoffsky. 
"  Ladiea,  will  you  please  to  take  an  airing  with  me 
for  two  or  three  versts,  and  I  will  shew  you  something 
new — a  kartchma  which  I  am  now  building  on  the 
uidary  of  my  estate,  and  under  the  very  nose  of 
'  neighbour,  Protzessoaveetch.     I  have  christened 

I  of  B  fathec  and  mother  are  CHUcd  aunts 
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this  kartrhnia,  '  The  Thorn,'  and  it  will  be  a  real 
thorn  in  the  side  of  my  worthy  neighbour.  Isn't  it 
true,  Mr.  Marshalek  ?"  ■'  It's  a  real  truth,"  answer- 
ed the  marshalek  mth  a  low  bow.  "  1  will  give 
orders  to  sell  spirits  there  at  a  lower  rate  than  they 
are  sold  in  my  neighboar's,  and  in  tliis  way  I  shall 
draw  all  his  peasants  to  my  shop.  Isn't  it  true,  Mr. 
Commissary  ?"  "  Exactly  so,"  answered  tlie  com- 
miasary.  "  If  he  sliontd  tJiink  to  drive  liis  peasants 
away  from  my  kartchma,  I  will  Bummon  him  into 
court  and  bring  an  action  against  him.''  "  Exactly  ao, 
'tis  a  real  truth,"  answered  the  agent,  "  we  will  sue 
him  'pro  incuTBione  et  violentia."'  While  Mr.  Golo- 
gordofisky  continued  the  dialogui;  in  this  strain  with 
his  servants,  who,  while  the  raamage  was  on  tlie  tapis, 
stood  Bt  a  respectful  distance,  Mrs.  Gologordoffsky 
went  into  her  apartment  to  dress,  and  the  aunt  joining 
the  young  ladies,  walked  along  with  them  into  a  dark 
alley,  apporpntly  relating  the  success  of  her  applica- 
tion. 1  do  not  know  what  passed  betwixt  them,  but, 
to  my  utter  amazement,  I  observed  no  tears  in  my 
mistress's  eyes  when  she  returned  to  the  door  to  take 
her  seat  in  the  carriage.  On  the  contrary  it  speared 
to  me  that  she  was  more  cheerful  than  usual. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Ball  and  Elopement. 

Mr.  GoLOGORDOFFSKY  Wished  to  celebrate  his  wife's 
birth-day,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  gaining  of  a  law- 
sidt  for  ten  deshateens*  of  land.  This-law  suit  had 
lasted  thirty  years,  and  had  cost  each  party  nxty  times 
the  Talue  of  the  object  in  dispute.  But  as  the  main 
point  consisted  in  gaining  the  yictory,  the  public  ma- 
nifestation of  joy  served  as  a  recompense  for  all  the 
trouble  and  expence  incurred  during  the  progress  of 
the  law-sidt,  along  with  the  ruin  of  the  opposite  party. 
For  a  week  previous,  invitations  were  sent  to  the  ref- 
lations, neighbours,  and  also  to  distant  acquaintances 
within  the  government.  The  Jew-^Bumer  brought  two 
other  Jews  as  contractors  for  the  fmnishing  of  wines 
.and  groceries  for  the  feast.  The  said  contractors,  as 
I  afterwards  heard  from  the  steward  Kantchukoffsky, 
•disposed  of  goods  belonging  to  our  farmer,  who  did 
not  wish  to  sell  the  articles  in  his  own  name,  as,  in 
that  case,  he  ran  the  risk  of  being  paid  with  a  bill  or 
bond,  which  he  could  not  refuse  to  take  from  Mr. 
Gologordoffsky.  As  the  matter  stood,  there  being  no 
ready  money  in  the  house,  and  the  com  not  being  yet 

*  A  deshateen  is  a  Russian  measare  of  land,  equal  to  117,6tiii^ 
English  square  feet. 
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ripe,  the  wlieat  anJ  lye  on  the  ground  were  sold  at  so 
much  a  deshateeii  ;  or,  as  it  is  caUed,  sold  in  the 
stalk.  Our  farmer  got  a  power  of  attorney  from  the 
said  parveyore  for  the  receipt  of  the  com  after  it  should 
he  cut  and  threshed,  and  three  dozen  of  calves,  once 
they  shotdd  Iw  Iwrn,  with  an  obligation  to  feed  them 
for  eight  months.  In  this  way  Mr.  Gologordo&ky, 
by  selling  his  com  while  in  the  howels  of  the  earth, 
and  his  cattle  before  they  came  into  the  world,  re- 
ceived a  large  supply  of  wine  and  delicacies  for  his 
table,  which  were  to  be  all  consamed  in  one  day. — 
All  the  sportsmen  belonging  to  the  house  and  neigh.- 
booring  villages  were  dispatched  to  the  wood  in  search 
of  game ;  each  of  them  was  furnished  with  one  pound 
of  gunpowder  and  three  pounds  of  shot,  on  the  under- 
standing that  every  one  should  bring  forthwith  sixty 
head  of  game.  For  each  two  pounds  of  powder  allow- 
ance was  made  for  missing  three  shots  ;  and  for  the 
remunder,  they  had  to  pay  the  squire  at  the  rat£  of 
ten  kopeeks'  silver  for  each  shot  missed.  The  Jew- 
former  presented  Mr.  Gologordofeky  witli  a  list  of 
all  the  peasants  who  possessed  fowls,  chickens,  eggs, 
and  butter.  To  these  people  tlie  lionsehold-vassalB 
were  dispatched  to  take  possession  of  all  these  articles 
citlier  by  fair  or  foul  means.  Those  who  gave  them 
np  willingly  were  to  be  promised  in  recompense  an 
abatement   of  so   many  days  labour  on  the  manor  :f 

"  Fourperce  slsrling. 

■|-  AccardiHK  to  Lhe  wrillen  law  of  Russia,  Oie  peasants  can 

onlf  be  obliged  by  ibeii  oiBilen  to  work  for  them  tbrre  daya  in 

each  week  ;  but,  in  pcacCice,  Ihii  lejiuUlion  ia  Dull  bdi]  void. 
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those  who  refused  were  to  be  put  in  miud  of  the  ex- 
isleace  of  Mr.  KanlcJiukoffsky,  aud  tlireateDed  with  an 
pxecution.  What  is  called  au  exeaujsia  in  Uie  Pulish 
governments  ia  the  quarteririf;  upon  a  peasant  of  some 
of  tlie  houaehold-VBBsalH,  nsually  ttie  greatest  black- 
fraards,  who  riot,  eat,  and  drink  in  the  house,  till  the 
peasant  pa)'B  his  dues,  or  complies  with  his  landlord's 
demands.  Sometimes  tliese  exeentiona  are  inflicted  aa 
B  ponisliment  for  not  working  well,  for  rudenees  to  the 
.lew,  and  for  various  other  causes.  The  preparations 
for  the  ball  during  the  week  made  an  extraordinary  stir 
and  bustle  in  the  house.  Tlie  villu|;e8  were  scenes  of 
rapine  and  robbery.  The  hungry  vassals  of  tlie  house- 
hold acted  like  real  marauders.  They  searched  for 
fowls  in  the  chests,  butter  amongst  tite  linen,  and 
eij^  in  the  bosoms  of  the  peasants,  poking  into  every 
hole  and  comer,  and  insulting  in  every  possible  way 
the  poor  villagers,  both  males  and  females.  It  is  the 
^atest  hardship  to  which  a  country  can  be  8ubjecte<[, 
when  people  of  the  lower  orders,  uneducated  and  un- 
piincipled,  are  enlmsted  with  powW".  They  endea- 
vonr  to  make  others  feel  the  full  weiglit  of  their  an~ 
ibority.  and  think  that  they  excite  respect  when  they 
make  others  tremble  before  them.  The  peasants  and 
their  women  were  continually  fleeing  to  the  manor- 
hotise  with  complaints  that  they  were  asked  for  what 
they  had  not  to  give,  and  swore  that  the  Jew  had  made 
a  false  statement  as  regarded  them.    Vain  complaints  ! 

The  peuanta  «b  aetva'Uj  obliged  to  do  aU  their  mastera'  Kr;lit- 
woilt  befors  lliey  touch  their  awn.  In  titt.  of  rcfu»l,  their  mHi. 
let!  cm  find  means  to  puniih  ibcu  aa  they  think  proper. 
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Mr.  GologordoilBky  believed  the  Jew  more  than  Lii 
OWD  wife  and  childrea  ;  he  referred  the  complainantB  tci 
Mr.  KantchukofiHky,  whose  look  alone  was  enoogb  to 
frighten  them  away.  Day  and  night  the  work  want 
on  in  ihe  kitchen,  and,  in  order  to  prevent  stealing, 
sentinels  from  the  stables  were  placed  at  the  kitchen 
doorn,  who  themselves  stole  pieces  of  meat,  fowls  and 
egg;8,  and  in  the  night  time  carried  them  to  the  kartch^ 
ma.  All  the  servants  wi're  employed  in  cleaning 
and  iurhishing  up  the  rooms.  For  the  first  time  in  the 
course  of  the  year  the  cob-webs  were  swept  away  and 
banished  with  the  family-portraits.  Arm-chairs  of 
oak  and  alder  were  covered  with  new  linen.  Msliogany 
fnmitiire,  which  adorned  two  roomH  in  t)ie  house  was 
rubbed  up  with  olive-oil.  The  floors  were  re-scraped, 
seeing  that  to  wash  them  was  out  of  the  question.  All 
the  looking-glasaeN  trom  the  other  apartments,  besides 
those  belonging  to  the  upper  nervauts  and  residents 
were  taken  into  the  principal  rooms,  winch,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  other  changes  and  repairs,  were  adorned,  the 
day  before  the  fet6,  with  festoons  of  spruce  and  fir- 
biBnchea.  The  household  musicians  rehearsed  and 
practised  continually  in  tlie  bam,  where  father  Ezueet, 
who  was  allowed,  through  all  the  government,  to  be  a 
great  chemist,  preparei!  fire-works  for  a  surprise  to 
Mrs.  Gologordoffcky  ;  two  sportsmen  worked  under 
his  direction.  For  the  horses  of  the  guests  a  sepeirate 
stable  was  fitted  up,  and  aprovision  of  guests'  hay  was 
prepared;  that  is  to  say,  ascoreof  cart-loads  of  rushes 
and  weeds,  which  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
grind  with  a  mill-stone,  puttmg  horses'  teeth  out  of 
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tiie  question.  Gueata'  oatu  were  a  mixture  of  uhoppe<l 
Htraw  with  htuks  an<l  sifrings  of  wheat.  The  laws  of 
hospitality  require  thai  guests,  their  servants  and  horses, 
thoold  be  filled :  but  as  xhe  landlord's  dut)'  is  confined 
\o  looking  after  the  entertmnmeut  aiid  treatment  of  tlie 
^ntiy,  if  the  servoDts  and  liorsea  are  starvetl,  all  tfaii 
Mame  falls  commonly  on  the  steward,  in  CHtte  any  of 
the  guests  should  think  of  Mm  hoTBes  and  servants. — 
Besides,  with  neeeasarg  people,  such  as  the  powers 
that  be.  of  the  government  and  district,  there  is  another 
mode  of  procedure ;  their  servants  and  horses  bemg 
committed  to  the  special  care  of  the  marshalek  and 
htud-inas1«T. 

At  last  the  day  of  the  fetfe  arrived.  A  number  of 
guests  came  in  the  morning.  Carriages,  calashes, 
breetchkas  and  koleemashkas,*  occupied  alt  the  simce 
between  the  stables  and  farm-yard.  Almost  every  fa- 
mily brought  along  with  it  a  score  of  horses  ;  six  in 
their  own  carriage  ;  four  in  the  breetchka,  containing 
the  male  and  female  servants,  trunks,  and  band  boxes  ; 
and  B  pair  in  the  koleemashka,  which  contained  the 
beddii^  packed  up  in  lai^e  square  chests,  and  the 
cooking  utensils  for  the  road  stowed  among  hay. 
iltingle  pereons  came  with  six  horses,  and  very  few 
with  four.  Some  families  came  with  a  still  greater 
number  of  these  animals,  as  a  badge  of  the  importance 
of  their  owners,  and  I  really  do  not  think  it  amiss  that 
Mr.  Gologordoffsky  sliould  have  contrived  to  feed 
them  with  bulrushes,  but<ks,  and  weeds.  Tliis  custom 
of  going  a  visitbg  with  a  whole  stud  at  the  expence  of 
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another,  hns  the  same  conspquence  to  the  entertuDer 
as  the  inroad  of  a  TartiLr  Iionle  ;  anil  if  tjie  landhgld- 
era  did  not  prepare  this  forage  for  §;aeHtB,  which  ia 
nothing  bnt  the  shaxlow  for  the  mbstanee,  two  coun- 
try balla  woald  eat  up  their  whole  yearly  Mock,  of  hay 
knd  oats.  But,  aa  no  OMsembly  can  come  together 
without  cattle,  tlie  main  point  is  to  know  how  to  get 
them  decently  off  their  hands. 

After  morning-  prayers,  brealdast  was  served  up,  or 
properly  epeakin^,  dram-drinking,  as  the  ladiea  ate 
bnt  little,  and  the  gentlemen  drank  more  than  they  ate. 
Spirils  of  different  colours  and  tastes*  were  itnceas- 
ingly  circulated,  till  the  deranters  were  emptied. 
Then  the  gentlemen  walked  into  the  garden  to  join 
the  ladies.  In  the  mean  time  the  cloth  whs  laid  in 
the  dining-room,  and,  ai;  h-eeh  guests  were  continually 
arriting,  four  lackeys  continued  to  serve  up  spirits  and 
wfaeta  in  the  garden. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  dinner  was 
on  tJie  table,  the  musicians,  led  by  the  KapeUiaeieter, 
stationed  themselves  on  the  flight  of  steps  leading  to 
the  ^tarden,  and  played  a  Polish  air.  This  waa  a 
signal  for  dinner,  and  all  the  guests  assembled  in  t)ie 
principal  alley.  Mr.  Golt^ordoflsky  offered  his  Bnn 
to  his  most  distinguished  guest,  the  wife  of  the  Go- 
venunent-marshal.  The  Marshal  himself  led  up  Mrs. 
Gologordoffitky,  and  in  this  way,  two  couples  in  a  row, 
they  moved  inta  the  dining-room.     The  other  guests 

*  In  Ru!mU  the  miLking  of  all  difTnenl  aorta  of  cordials  and 
bHleia  U  much  beller  undentood  than  il  ia  in  ihis  country  :  cvfii 
in  ihe  vcrj  lowest  cluies  ihcf  hk  coanoiaseuis  of  lliBt  aTl. 
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also  followed  in  couples,  that  is  tu  say,  the  ladies  along- 
side of  the  gRiitlemi?n.  It  ia  true  tliat  Mr.  Goli^or- 
dofieky  managp.d  to  place  the  most  reepedtable  guests 
liigher,  notwithstanding  they  cauie  into  the  haJl  later. 
Before  they  were  seated,  he  called  them  out  of  the 
crowd  according  to  their  rank,"  and  heg^ed  iheni  to 
occupy  the  place  nearest  to  the  landlady,  arranging 
these  movements  with  various  jokes  and  proverbs. 
The  dinner  was  luxurious,  and,  although  more  than  a 
hnodred  sat  down  at  table,  tliere  was  abundance  of 
provisions.  With  regard  to  wine,  tlie  following  ar- 
ran^ment  was  adopted.  I'lie  conimon  table-wine, 
that  is  to  nay  French  wine,  whs  placed  in  decanters 
before  the  ^ests.  The  best  wtnea  of  difierent  quali- 
ties were  carried  about  and  poured  out  under  tlie  di- 
rection of  the  marthaiek  and  shid-mwiter.  The  first 
with  three  footmen  on  the  right  side  of  the  table,  the 
other  with  the  same  number  of  assistants  on  the  left- 
On  each  side,  the  first  lackey  held  bottles  of  the  very 
best  wine,  the  second  with  a  middle  quality,  and  the 
tlnrd  with  the  most  common,  appertaining  to  the  cle-ss 
of  best  wines  with  only  one  name.  The  TnarirhaMc 
and  ttud-mastei;  by  a  previous  understanding,  took 
their  cue  from  Mr.  Gologordoffsky's  style  of  addreiw, 
wlmt  sort  of  wine  to  pour  out  for  each  guest :  for  in- 
Mtanee,  when  he  sud  to  a  guest,  "  I  beg  yon  will 
drink,  Sir,  do  honour  to  my  wine,  1  assure  you  it  is 
worth  trying ;"  then   they  poured   out  the   first  sort. 

*  tn  the  houses  nrihe  grcam  part  of  the  Ruisinti  getitiT,  who 
have  never  Ken  any  worid  but  tbeit  own,  iliispiBciiceijatill  kepi 
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"  Drink  a  little  wine  ;  it  really  ia  not  bad,"  denoted 
the  aeconil  sorL  "  You  don't  drink  any :  hey,  pour 
out  wine  to  the  gentleman,"  marked  the  third  sort. 
It  nppeaTN  that  Mr.  Gologvrduf&ky  knew  perfectly  the 
tastes  of  his  gaeetB,  for  they  all  drank  a  decent  por- 
tion, and  regularly  complied  with  the  landlord's  invi- 
tation. Besides,  I  reckon  Mr.  Gulodordoffsky's  be- 
haviour very  conmiendable :  why  treat  a  guest  with 
what  he  is  not  acquainted,  and  when  he  is  as  well  sa- 
tisfied with  the  name  as  with  the  quality  of  his  wine  ? 
Some  drink  Champagne  and  Tokay,  because  they 
find  tiial  these  wines  please  their  taste  ;  others  merely 
in  order  to  hare  it  to  say,  "  We  have  drunk  Cluun- 
pagne  and  Tokay  I"  Who  does  not  know  the  pro- 
verlf,  '  Do  not  throw  your  jtearls  before  swine  ?'  At 
the  end  of  the  diiuier  a  huge  goblet  waa  brought  in, 
adorhs^-  "with  coats  of  arms  and  inscriptions.  Mr. 
Gologordoffsky  poured  wine  into  it,  drank  to  the  health 
of  his  spouse,  and  with  loud  cries  of  '  Vivat'  I  with 
peals  of  Dinsic  and  flourishing  of  trumpets  emptied  it, 
and  bowing  to  his  next  neiglibour,  added,  "  Into 
your  hands."  Exactly  with  the  same  ceremonial  the 
cup  went  round  from  hand  to  hand.  At  last,  when 
all  the  party  refused  to  drink  more,  with  the  signifi- 
rant  observation,  "  that  the  day  was  not  over  yet," 
the  landlord  rose,  all  the  guests  following  his  example, 
and  each  of  them  taking  one  or  two  ladies  liy  the  arm, 
walked  away  tottering  into  the  garden,  where  coffee 
and  sweet-meals  awaited  them.  Hardly  had  the  gen- 
try left  the  dming-room,  when  the  lackep  belonging 
to  the  honise  and  to  the  guests,  the  musicians  and 
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,  rushed  in  like  harpies  upon  tlie  re- 
mains of  the  feBBt,  and  without  liHteniiig'  to  the  tioarse 
voices  of  the  marskalek  and  stud-iitaater,  tore  every- 
thing to  pieces,  and  emptied  the  bottles  to  the  very- 
lees.  In  the  kitchen  the  ^reateRt  contiiHion  reigned 
while  the  Bervants  got  their  dinner.  Withont  the  least 
ceremony  they  helped  themselves,  took  posHeaaion  of 
the  pots  wid  pans,  and  satisfied  their  appetite  whicli 
Iiad  been  sharpened  hy  tlie  jonmey.  In  recalling  to 
my  mind  all  the  particnlars  of  this  feast,  1  am  jier- 
snaded  that  the  one  half  of  the  provisions  consnmed 
H-onld  have  been  amply  suflident  both  for  masters  and 
servants  ;  but,  in  this  case,  order  would  have  been  re- 
quisite, and  that  was  a  thing  quite  neglected  in  the 
liouHe  of  Mr.  Gologordoffeky, 

After  dinner  some  of  the  old  gentlemen  went  to  re- 
pose,* the  greater  part  of  the  gueats  seated  themselves 
around  card-tables,  where  some  experienced  hands 
with  mere  amateurs  sat  down  to  faro.  AH  those  gen- 
tlemen who  during  dinner  had  made  loud  complaints 
of  bad  times,  and  on  the  ruin  of  the  corn-trade,  pro- 
duced at  the  table  ^Id,  silver,  and  heaps  ofassignata.-j- 
Some  of  them  having   lost   their  last   kopeek,  in   the 

'  Iheikilaii  doI  confined  lo  soutliem  climatea.  In  the 
heat  ofBummer,  not  only  elderly  people,  in  good  circumstances, 
bat  alntOBt  the  whole  hndy  of  the  people,  take  \  two  hours  nap, 
niually  froiu  ooe  to  three,  f.  n, :  but,  then,  workini;  people,  in 
lummer,  ore  in  the  habit  of  lining  Ht  thiK  or  four  o'clock  ia  the 
■notnings.    Etetiio  winter,  iheliabitol  sleepingafler  dinner,  U 


-^  Ooieroment  paper  maney  of  which  there  a  about  aii  hun- 
dred millioDB  of  roubles  (upnaidg  of  Isentj-four  milllans  of 
pouDdg  sterling)  in  clrculalinn. 
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height  of  their  phrenzy  sold  their  hornea,  equipages, 
cattle,  and  the  copper  kettles  of  their  distilleries,  and 
hoping  to  regain  the^,  lost  etill  more.  Young  gal- 
laotB  and  old  beaux  sat  beside  the  ladies,  and,  heated 
with  wine,  made  declarations  of  love,  or  entertained 
the  ladies  with  their  nonsense  and  drolleries.  At 
length,  when  it  began  to  be  damp  out  of  doors,  the 
ladies  went  inlti  the  house  to  dress  and  prepu'e  for 
the  dance.  At  eight  o'clock  the  rooms  were  lighted, 
the  music  struck  up,  and  Mr.  Gologordoffsky  opened 
the  ball  by  dancing  a  Polonmae  with  his  wife.  The 
dancing  continued  till  twelv?  o'clock,  when  Biq>per 
was  served. 

This  was  as  abundant  and  luxurious  as  the  dinner, 
only  the  drinking  took  another  turn.  Almost  all  the 
guests  made  themaclveB  beastly  drunk.  They  sent 
away  the  muBicians  into  another  room,  and  began  with 
declarationB  of  friendship  among  the  gentlemen,  emr 
bracing  and  kissing  one  another,  and  promisii^  to  foTr 
get  all  quarrels  and  mutual  differences.  The  ladies 
were  called  as  witnpBaes  to  these  reconciliations,  and 
were  obliged  to  become  Burpties  for  the  fulfilment  of 
(be  promisea  on  both  sides.  On  the  well-known  toast, 
'  Let  US  love  one  another,'  (Korhaymy  siy)  being 
given,  the  guests  drank  a  full  bumper,  falling  on  their 
knees  Wore  one  another,  or  embracing.  At  last  they 
returned  to  the  ladies,  and  began  to  drink  every  one  of 
their  healths  from  their  reapective  shoes.  A  gentle- 
man falling  on  his  knees  before  a  lady,  pulled  off  her 
Klioe,  and,  after  that,  respectfully  kissed  her  foot  and 
her  hands,  placed  liis  glass  in  the  shoe,  and  in  some 
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caees  ponred  bis  wine  into  it,  drank  it  oat,  and  tiandeU 
it  to  another.  On  a  sudden  a  aalnte  iroui  two  dozen 
of  muskets  and  Home  swiveta  rouspd  the  convivial  party. 
All  nui  to  the  windows  and  beheld  in  the  midst  of 
the  court  the  flaming  initials  of  the  lady  in  whose 
honour  the  entertainment  had  been  given.  A  joyfal 
viral  anew  rp<H>aiided  through  the  hall.  TJie  music 
struck  up  again,  and  the  large  gvhiet  ^ain  appeared 
apon  the  scene.  Some  scores  of  rwketB  and  Roman 
candles  were  launched  into  thf>  air  to  the  gratification 
of  the  spectators.  But,  whether  Ironi  ignorance  or 
awkwaiilness,  some  rockets  broke  upon  the  straw- 
tliatcli  of  the  barn,  and  the  wind  being  pretty  high,  in 
a  few  luinuteH  the  roof  fell  in,  and  all  the  offices  were 
on  fire.  Jl  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  the  conster- 
nation occasioned  by  this  unexpected  occurrence.  Tlie 
drunken  masters  were  troubled ;  tlie  servants  did  not 
know  what  to  do.  All  gave  orders,  but  nobody  was 
disposed  to  obey  them.  They  knew  not  how  to  ma- 
nage the  fire-eugines,  anil  then  every  one  ran  to  the 
fire,  with  a  bucket,  an  axe,  or  a  pike,*  and  nobody 
venmred  to  approach  the  flames.  They  sounded  the 
tocsin,  and  sent  to  the  village  for  the  peasants  :  but 
they,  it  appeared,  were  not  over  hasty  in  coming  to 
the  assistance  of  their  lord  and  roaster.  The  gueste 
ordered  their  horses  to  be   put  to  as  fast  an   possible, 

*  !□  sU  tte  crown.iiHageB,  every  houae  or  cottage,  in  tase  of 
fire,  is  (Abliged  la  send  one  or  its  inmatee  with  one  of  tlieae  three 
vcicln,  *  figure  of  vliich  is  psinled  on  a  board  at  the  gate  et 
each  houie.  In  the  lawns,  eaeh  police  office  is  provided  with  ■ 
fire-engine  and  people  to  attend  it.  A  particular  officer,  the 
Brand.m^joi  has  the  command  of  three  engines  and  peeple. 
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anil  their  thitigH  packed  up.  The  liounelioltl-serviuitti  k- 
bouredforthe  preservation  of  the  silver-plate  and  table- 
linen  from  deHtructJon.  Tlie  phrenzy,  disurder,  notae 
and  confusion,  and  nuiuing  to  and  tro,  were  enough 
to  distract  the  most  cold-blooded  of  mortals ;  every 
tiling  WBH  turned  npide  <lown  in  the  houae.  From 
sheer  t«rror  I  did  not  know  what  to  do,  Htoo<l  on  the 
outer  slepa,  looked  at  the  fire,  and  fell  a  crying.  On 
a  sadden  Masha  appesjed.  "  Vanky  I  1  am  looking 
for  you :  follow  me."  We  immediately  fled  through 
all  the  rooms  lo  my  mistrexe's  bed  chamber.  Masha 
pat  upon  my  head  my  gold  laced  cap  which  lay  in  my 
mistress's  wardrobe,  ^ve  me  a  bundle  and  a  basket  to 
carry,  threw  her  capote  about  her  shoulders  and  told 
nie  to  follow  her.  We  fled  through  the  garden,  leap- 
ed through  a  broken  fence,  and  alighted  on  a  field 
beside  a  thicket.  There  stood  a  calash  drawn  by  four 
horse«.  In  the  dark  I  could  not  discern  who  was 
seated  in  it.  Masha  occupied  the  fore  seat,  a  whis- 
kered footman  placed  me  on  the  portmanteau  behind, 
and  he  himself  sat  on  the  box  along  with  the  driver. 
The  horses  turned  and  trotted  slowly  to  the  mainroad, 
tvhicli  was  about  half  a  verst  distant,  and  then  set  oflF 
at  full  speed.  However  much  wearied  I  was  with 
faintness  and  over  exertion,  I  could  not  shot  my  eyes. 
The  fire  was  contiunally  present  to  my  imagination, 
and  1  shuddered  when  I  thought  of  my  mistress's  fate, 
ijupposing,  according  to  my  reflections  at  that  time, 
that  probably  every  thing  in  the  house  would  be  burnt, 
and  that  on  this  account  Mssha  liad  saved  herself  by 
Sight,  along  with  me.     I  thought  that  the  carrit^e  be- 
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ed  to  some  one  of  the  guests.  In  the  calash  I 
d  a  whisperii^,  but  could  not  distinguish  the  words, 
le  speakers  by  their  voices.  At  length  by  day- 
k  we  arrived  at  the  first  post-house. 


p 


CHAPTER  VI. 

MnrriBge  and   Honey-iDOOii. 

When  I  dismoiuited  from  the  portmanteau  and  ap- 
proEched  the  ca^^iage^loo^,  I  almost  screamed  with 
astoniiihnient,  when  I  saw  Meloveeden  and  my  mis- 
tress,  Petronella  Golt^rdoflttky,  who,  wrapt  np  in 
hev  cloak,  was  leaning  with  her  head  on  the  shoul- 
der of  her  dear  friend.  "  Do  you  know  me,  Vanky, 
said  Meloveeden,  with  a  smile."  "  How  should  not 
1  know  the  good  gentleman  I"  In  the  mean  time, 
CosDio,  the  whiskered  footman,  who  had  gone  to  the 
Post-liouse  with  the  podorofijney,*  returned  with  the 
post'master'e  answer,  that  there  were  no  horses  to  be 
had.  On  hearing  this,  Meloveeden  leaped  out  of  the 
carriage,  and  ran  instantly  into  the  house,  and  I  after 
Iiim.  The  post-master,  dressed  in  a  moniing-gowiir 
was  seated  at  a  table,  and  turning  over  the  learea  of  a 
book,  in  which  the  podoroajneys  were  written. — 
"  Horses,"  cried  Meloveeden  gruffly,  "  There  are  no 
liorses  at  present :  they  are  all  taken  up,"  answered 
the  poat-maater  coolly.  "  If  you  don't  give  me  horses 
tliis  minute,"  said  Meloveeden,  "  I  will  liamess  your- 
self to  the  carriage,  with  all  t)ie  two-legged  animals  in 
your  house.  Do  you  hear?"  "  Yon  are  pleased  to 
joke,"  returned  the  post-master  coolly.  "  Wont  you 
rest  a  little  and  drink  a  cup  of  coffee ;  and  in  the 
*  Oovcmnielit  licence  (a  entitle  a  (raveller  to  bire  post-bOTWa. 
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meantime  the  horses  will  come  homp."  "  Tlie  Devil 
tBke  yoH  witli  your  coffee  :  I  want  horsen,"  exclaimed 
Meloveeden  in  a  paEaion,  "  Tiiere  are  no  horses,"  an- 
swered tbe  post-master  again.  "  You  lie  :  nobody 
travels  on  this  road,  and  I  met  nobody  on  the  way," 
said  Meloveeden.  "  Hease  to  inspect  the  post^book." 
"  I  don't  wish  tn  lose  time  uselessly,  and  in  place  of 
connting  the  pages,  will  connt  the  lashes  upon  your 
Lack,"  (laid  Meloveeden,  taking  a  step  towards  the 
post-ntaf^er.  "  It  c«n  do  yoa  no  good  to  fall  into  a 
passion,"  returned  the  latter.  "  Please  to  read  upon 
ihe  walla  the  post  regulations  :  yoa  will  se*"  that,  for 
insulting  a  post-master,  who  holds  the  rank  of  tlie 
fourteenth  class  of  nobility,  yon  are  liable  to  a  fine  of 
a  linndred  roubles."  "  Ah  1  if  you  want  a  fine,"  said 
Meloveeden,  "  1  will  pay  you  treble,  and  give  yon 
Hoch  a  bellyful,  that  you  will  not,  likely,  have  many 
more  fines  to  receive  in  this  life ;  but  listen,  in  the 
first  place,  I  wish  to  argue  the  matter  with  you  cifilly. 
What  is  the  charge  for  the  legal  number  of  horses  to 
ihe  first  stage  ?"  "  Sixteen  roubles,"  rpptieil  the  post- 
master. "  See,  I  8JU  willing  to  pay  you  double,  that 
is  thirty-two  ronbies ;  and,  besides,  I  will  give  you 
three  roubles  for  coffee  and  tobacco  ;  give  me  Jiorses, 
or,  by  God,  I  will  give  you  a  thrashing  I"  "  I  see  I 
can  make  notinng  of  you,"  said  the  post-mnster,  "  I 
must  give  yon  my  own  horses."  On  this  he  thrust 
his  head  out  of  the  casement,*  and  cried  to  the  driverB, 

.Be  of  film  upon  hmgea  is  not 
aa  it  id  in  Russia  :  where,  in 
nly  comforlable  w>j  of  adimt. 
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"  Hey,  boys  I  Put  to  the  duns,  qui(:k,  in  couriers' 
style."  "  You  confounded  rogue"  I  ailded  Melovee- 
dea,  on  receiriiig  llie  balance.  "  What  ran  one  do, 
your  honour"  I  answered  the  post-&ia;Ster,  "  we  muat 
lire  Bome)iow  or  other."  "  Th&t  'm  one  of  the  cursea 
of  this  country :  almost  every  thing  is  done  somehow 
or  other,"  said  Meloyeeden,  going  out  of  the  room. 
In  the  metui  time  the  horses  were  put  to,  aud  we  set 
off.  For  three  days  and  nights  we  traversed  the 
highway,  without  any  particular  adventures.  At  every 
stBge  there  was  some  hinderance,  owing  to  our  pa- 
doroajney  not  having  the  words,  '  on  government 
business,'  written  upou  it.  But  Meloveeden,  what 
with  bullying,  scolding,  and  bribing,  got  the  hetl«r  of 
the  iron-boiuid  obstinacy  of  the  post-masters,  who  in 
genera]  consider  the  performance  of  tlicir  duty  to  con- 
sist in  dispatching  couriers  as  fast,  and  detcdning  other 
travellers  as  long,  as  possible.  On  the  fourth  morn- 
ing at  day-break,  within  sight  of  a  town,  we  turned 
aside  from  the  main  road,  and  aft«r  passing  tluough  a 
wood  for  five  versts,  arrived  at  a  village,  at  the  door 
of  a  peasant's  cottage.  Here  was  quartered  a  friend 
of  Meloveeden,  Lieutenant  Khvntomsky.  He  came 
out  to  receive  tbeni,  handed  Petronella  out  of  the  car- 
riage, and  gave  her  his  arm  to  liis  quarters.  They  im- 
mediately sent  for  a  Russian  and  Catholic  Priest,  who 
had  been  brought  tjiither  on  purpose,  and  wuted  Me- 
loveeden's  arrival.  1-Ie  sliewed  iheni  his  pennission. 
I   legal  marriage,  and  the   consent   of  the 

window  being 
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Catholic  Biahop  or  Indult,  with  what  its  called  a  totvi- 
doio,  that  is,  a  blajik  for  the  filling-  up  uf  t\\p  namea  ; 
in  two  hours  the  whole  ceremony  was  concluded,  ac' 
cording  to  the  Russian  ritual,  in  the  church,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  Catholic,  in  the  FrieHt's  lioase.  After 
reposing  and  dining  with  Khvatoinsky,  the  newly  luaf' 
ed  couple  at  twilight  set  off  for  the  town,  where  Melo- 
veeden's  quarters  were.  To  avoid  surniises,  he  dill 
not  chtise  to  appear  before  tlie  squadron  Imt  with  a  le- 
iral  wife  ;  this  precaution  doubtletui  does  houuur  to  iiis 
character. 

Meloveeden,  before  going  for  his  bridej  put  Ms 
quarters  in  as  good  order  as  possible  for  her  reccp- 
tiou.  He  hired  two  rooms  in  the  house  of  a  rich  Jew. 
But  as  cleanliness  does  not  follow  in  the  train  of  riches 
among  the  Jews,  he  got  the  rooms  fitiislted  on  bis  own 
account.  The  walls  were  hnn^  with  coloured  paper, 
the  floors  painted  ;  in  the  imier  room  an  alcove  wan 
formed  of  deals  for  a  bed  chamber,  and  the  division 
was  hung  witli  carpets.  The  windows  were  adorned 
with  pink  curtains,  and,  from  a  female  friend  (>f  his, 
the  wife  of  a.  country  gentleman,  livuig,  by  a  decision 
of  the  Consistory-Court,  separated  from  her  husband, 
Meloveeden  got  the  use  of  a  piano-forte,  a  do^ten  of 
chairs,  a  couple  of  lombard-tables,  and  a  mirror.  Nome 
pairs  of  pistols,  Turkish  sabres  and  acymitars,  a  Per- 
sian horae-lumilure,  and  two  muskets,  hung  in  the 
drawit^-room  in  place  of  pictures.  A  pyramid  of 
pipe-stalks,  with  huge  heads  and  gilded  stopjiers,  serv- 
ed also  for  an  ornament  to  the  room.  In  a  word,  look- 
ing to  the  place  and  circumstances,  Meloveeden's  rooms 
D  3 
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were  wonderfolly  well  ftirniBhed,  and  hardly  mferior 
to  those  of  Mr  GotogordoffHky  liinmelf.  Besides  aB, 
this,  there  lay  on  the  piano-forte  »  bundle  of  music. 
expreBsly  ordered  fron*  Petersbui^h,  and  on  a  shelf 
in  the  hed  rown,  aome  dozens  of  new  French  ro- 
mances with  plates.  Meloveeden  had  neglected  no- 
thing to  make  his  dwelling  agreeable. 

Petronella  sighed  with  Bstonishment  on  eateriiig 
the  lodgings  for  the  first  time.  After  looking  abool 
her,  she  threw  her  arma  ai-ound  her  hnshand's  neck, 
and  wept  for  joy  and  grutitude  at  bucIi  a  receptimi, — 
Next  day,  Meloveeden,  with  his  wife,  Tieited  tlw 
Colonel,  pay-maater  and  qoarter-niBBt^ir,  besides  one 
or  two  married  oflirpra,  in  order  to  introduce  her  to 
their  wires.  For  the  course  of  a  whole  week,  he 
entirely  taken  up  in  making  visits  along  with  hie  wife^ 
in  the  neiglibourhood,  and  was  everywhere  rongrattt- 
lateil  on  the  beauty  and  Amiability  of  the  charming  Pe- 
tronella. 

Soon  after,  giie«ls  came  in  from  all  quarters  to  visit 
them.  Meloveeden  liked  good  company  ;  had  dinneiv, 
evening-parties,  and  suppers,  which  usually  ended 
with  a  drinking-bout  aitd  cards.  Time  passed  away, 
uid  money  along  with  it.  At  first  tlicy  bought  wine 
and  provisions  for  ready  money  ;  after  that,  took  tbena 
upon  tick  ;  and  at  lu«t.  when  the  Jews  saw  that  the^ 
did  not  pay  their  debts,  they  ga>'e  no  more  credit,  and 
Meloveeden  had  to  pawn  hie  things. 

Petronella's  parents  would  receive  no  mmre  letttfra 
from  her,  and  relumed  wliat  she  had  sent  unopened. 
Meloveeden's  uncle  was  also  angry  with  him  for  bar- 
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ing  deceived  him,  in  saying  that  he  was  manying  a 
rich  heiress  ;  and,  for  marrying  without  the  consent  of 
his  relations,  he  refused  to  give  him  any  more  money. 
Meloveeden  engag^  in  play  upon  credit ;  he  associ- 
ated with  gamhlers  who  cheated  him,  and  stripped  him 
of  all  that  he  was  worth.  His  circumstances  hecame 
critical.  Within  six  mouths  after  his  marriage,  every 
thing  which  it  was  possible  to  sell  was  sold ;  nothing 
rrauaiBed  to  pawn,  nothing  to  gamble  with,  and  no- 
body to  borrow  from.  Meloveeden  then  resolved 
upon  the  last  resource-^-to  go  with  his  wife  to  his  uncle, 
m  hopes  that  by  her  charms  she  would  melt  the  ob- 
durate old  man.  Having  got  leave  of  absence  he  sold 
his  last  saddle-hcHtse,  and,  with  the  proceeds,  redeem- 
ed out  of  pawn^his  calash  ;  and,  collecting  the  remains 
of  his  property,  his  linen,  saddles  and  firenanns,  he 
pledged  them  with  the  Jew,  his  landlord,  in  order  to 
raise  wherewithal  to  pay  his  tcavelling  ei^ences.  Mrs. 
Meloveeden  would  on  no  account  part  with  her 
dresses  <m:  Ma^ba.  She  was  certainly  to  blame,  and  so, 
after  filling  the  carriage  with  band-boxes,  and  taking 
with  them  Masha*  the  footman  and  cook,  my  master 
and  miatress  set  off  for  Moscow.  They  left  me  in 
their  lodgings  to  tak^  care  of  the  things  left  in  pawn, 
and  the  Jew  was  ordered  to  feed  me  on  their  account. 
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A  rich  Jew—Sourras  of  hia  Riclies. 

In  a  month  after  Meloveeden'a  departure,  tlie  regf- 
ment  marched  into  otlier  qtiart<!ra,  and  I  remtuned  wittt 
the  Jew  along  with  the  effects,  as  none  of  the  offit^ers 
were  able  or  willing  to  redepm  them  and  take  witlt 
them  the  locked  np  trtmks.  Being  left  alone  with  no 
one  to  look  after  me  or  jffotpct  me,  in  the  natural 
conree  of  events  I  became  the  servant  of  the  person 
who  fed  me,  that  is  to  say  of  the  Jew  Moses,  the 
master  of  the  house,  who  was  reckoned  to  be  one  of 
the  richest  inliabitants  of  the  town.  Hia  wife  Reefka,  * 
a  fat  woman  of  a  low  figure,  whose  head  was  decked  alt 
over  with  pearU,  and,  besides,  some  natm^  cutaneous 
ornaments  not  quite  so  pretty,  kept  a  shop  for  silk  Btufls, 
sugar,  coSee,  and  dried  fruits.  Moses  traded  in  the 
house,  in  wines,  porter,  and  provisions  for  the  tahle, 
groceries,  Dutch  herrmgs,  cheese,  an<l,  in  fine,  all 
articles  pertaining  to  gastronomy.  But  as  a  Jew  can- 
not go  on  without  dealing  in  spirits,  in  addition  to  bis 
other  business,  he  kept  a  tap  for  peasants  and  the  low- 
er sorts  of  people.  The  retailing  of  spirits  is  a  most 
indispensalile  thing  for  a  Jew  in  the  Polish  province- 
By  this  means  he  procures  for  the  tenth  part  of  their 
real  value  all  sorl-s  of  provisious,  and  keeps  his  hoose 
■  A  contraclian  for  Rebecca. 
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for  almost  nothing.  Besides  that,  by  means  of  tlie 
vod/cy,  he  picks  out  of  the  peasants  and  Kervants  all  the 
secrets,  all  tlie  wants,  all  the  connections  and  relatione  of 
tlieir  Diftetera,  wliich  makes  the  Jews  the  real  mlers  of 
the  actual  landholders,  and  subjects  to  Jewish  coiitroul 
all  affaire  and  objects  iu  which  the  precious  metals  and 
asai^iBts  act  a  part.  In  real  fact,  the  landholders  are 
merely  gratified  with  tlie  clink  of  the  canh  and  the  look 
of  the  notes,  while  the  Jew  is  the  real  owner. 

In  Moses'  writing  there  lay  three  hnge  books  or  re- 
gisters of  debts.  The  first  contained  the  debts  of  the 
fair  se^,  coutmcted  in  Ueefka's  shop ;  the  second  held 
thedehtsoftfaelandliolders,  or  of  such  men  in  general  b»: 
were  called  Pans,*  for  eatables  and  drinkables  ;  the 
tliird  book  contained  the  debts  of  unfortunate  peaHants, 
who,  coming  into  town  to  sell  the  produce  of  tlieir 
land  from  necessity,  kept  only  as  much  money  as 
would  pay  their  masters'  dues,  and  druBk  the  balance 
be»i<leB  mnning  into  debt.  In  onler  to  make  the  reader 
understand  in  what  manner  the  Jews  go  to  work  with 
the  peasants,  I  shall  mention  how  Moses  balanced  one 
of  his  accounts,  of  which  I  was  an  eye-witnew. 

The  peasant  alluded  to  came  into  town  the  night  be- 
fore market-day  with'  two  loads,  the  one  of  rye,  the 
other  of  wheat,  and  brought  two  cows  with  him  for 
sale.  He  put  up  for  the  night  at  Moses'  house.  The 
wily  Jew,  seeing  that  the  farmer  was  sitting  down  to 
Hupper  witli  three  of  his  companions,  treated  him  with 
a  glass  of  his  best  and  strongest  vodky.     The  peasant 
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was  uncommonly  pleaned  with  tliia  beverage,  and  tlie 
Jew  ga.ve  him  nnother  glass  for  nothing.  When  the 
peasant's  head  grew  light,  lie  ordered  a  kvart*  of  the 
esme  spirits  to  he  given  him,  for  which  he  would  pay. 
The  Jew  only  waited  for  this — he  knew  lua  guest's 
free  and  open  temper  ;  and  hardly  had  the  peasant 
dnmk  this,  when  he  sent  to  acquaint  some  of  his  other 
companions,  and  invited  some  well  known  town-dnmk- 
ards  who  had  a  particular  knack  at  insinuating  them- 
Kelves  into  the  confidence  of  strangers.  In  proportion 
as  the  seHHes  uf  his  guests  grew  stupified,  tlte  Jew 
added  water  to  the  spirits ;  and,  though  the  people  at 
table  perceived  this,  and  gave  vent  to  their  diButis&c- 
tion  in  gross  abuse,  the  Jew  patiently  bore  their  up- 
braidings,  and  continued  his  operations  till  the  greater 
part  of  his  visitors  fell  asleep  on  the  spot,  and  tlie  rest 
managed  to  sta^'er  into  the  street. 

Next  day^wLeu  the  peasant,  tormented  with  a 
head'ache,  went  into  the  stable-yard  where  his  horses 
and  cows  stood,  tlie  Jew  demanded  payment  for  the 
debts  which  he  had  sccomulated  in  tlie  course  of  some 
months.  The  peasant  earnestly  begged  him  to  defer 
a  settlement  till  anollier  time  ;  hut  the  Jew,  being  a 
good  psychologist,  luiew  the  rule — '  in  corpore  sano 
mens  sana' — as  well  an  its  converse,  and  would  not 
agree  to  a  postponement,  wishing  to  take  advantage  of 
the  stupefaction  of  his  guest's  senses  with  the  fames  of 
drink,  in  consequence  of  his  yesterday's  intemperance 
and  the  weak  state  of  his  mnntal  faculties.     The  Jew 
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protlnceil  luH  book  of  debta  writ1«n  in  tUe  Hebrew* 
<:haiscl«r,  took  apiece  of  cfaajk,  placed  the  peasant  ou 
the  opposite  aide  of  the  table,  and  turning  over  the 
leaves  of  the  book,  began  tile  Hettlemeut: — '^'Do  you  re- 
collect," B^d  the  Jew,  ■'  how  you  lived  here  three  days 
when  yon  came  in  with  loads  before  the  eummer-St. 
NicbolaB-|-  ?"  "  How  tihould  not  1  recollect  it  ?"  an- 
swered the  peasant.  "  The  first  day  you  took  in  the 
morning  a  half-kvait  of  vodky — is  not  that  correct?" 
"  It  ia  so."  "  Now,  here  I  shall  note  it ;"  and  he  made 
a  mark  witli  the  chalk  on  tlio  table.  "  Afterwards, 
when  your  brother-in-law  came  with  Nicetaa,  you  took 
another  kvart  ;"  and,  at  this  word,  the  Jew  drew  two 
niftrks.  "  At  dinner  you  took  again  two  koarler- 
kai,"f  and  tile  Jew  again  drew  two  marks  without 
regarding  tlie  difference  of  the  measure.  "  After  din- 
ner,"— but  tlie  peasant,  who  was  all  tlus  time  scratching 
his  head  and  rubliing  his  forehead,  interrupted  the  Jew, 
"  Paney  Arendaryoo !  "  (an  honorary  appelUtiwi  given 
by  the  Lithuanian  peasants  to  the  Jews),  "  1  really 
have  not  strength  to  go  on,  give  me  some  vodky,  for 
1  have  an  insufferable  head-ache."    Tliis  was  just  what 

*  ll  is  Ihe  Rabbinical  charactec  which  the  Polish  Jews  use, 
but  ihe  wards  are  Gennan,  though  nearly  as  difficult  for  a  slrati. 
ger  fiom  Germui;  lo  uoderstond  at  ihe  brawleat  Scotch  la  to  aa 
Engliibmaii. 

t  There  is  more  than  one  Saint  of  thai  name  in  the  Russian 
Calendar,  who  have  each  their  holy  days  ;  but  the  two  most  no. 
Ubleones  are  that  which  oecnn  a  little  before  Christnias,  and 
the  other  in  the  middle  of  sununei.  The  most  efl'ectual  oath  in 
Riusia  IB  ihat  which  ia  taken  before  a  iiicture  of  '  St.  Nicholas, 
(he  miracle- worker,'  (Nlcolai  Tchadolvortti. ) 

X  A  kvBTleika  iathedgbtb-part  of  akvarl. 


IVAN  vejeeohen; 

the  Jew  wanted.  "  Hey,  Sorka*  I  Heefka  I  "  cried 
out  the  Jew,  "  give  tJie  Hospodar  a  dram."  (HoB' 
podar  ia  a  title  which  the  Jews,  in  return,  ^ve  the 
peasants  when  they  want  to  cheat  them.)  The  pea- 
sant drank  the  fill  of  a  large  tumbler,  making  wry  facea, 
and  shrugging  hin  shouldei^,  and  the  busineaa  took 
another  turn.  "  After  dinner,"  continued  the  Jew, 
"  you  took  halfa  kvart."  "Right."  The  Jew  made 
another  mark.  "  But  wh^n  Iran  came  in,  you  again 
took  halfa  heart."  "  No,  I  did  not  lake  it,  but  Ivan 
got  it,"  answered  the  peasant,  "  Very  well  you  did 
not  take  it,"  added  tlie'  Jew,  but  in  the  meantime 
added  another  mark.  "  lu  tlie  evening  you  took  half 
a  kvart  :"  "  Right." — The  Jew  drew  anotlier  mark. — 
"  And  in  the  morning  you  got  one."  "  No,  I  did  not," 
answered  the  peasant.  "  You  did  not  get  it,"  s^d  the 
Jew,  but  neverthelesa  drew  another  score.  "  At  dinner, 
next  day,  you  took  half  a  kvart"  "  No,  only  a  kvarter~ 
ka,"  answered  the  peasant.  "  Very  well,  let  it  be  onJy 
a  AcaWei'A'a,"retnmedthe  Jew,  but  drew  a  mark  denot- 
ing the  measure  of  half  a.  kvart,  which  contains  in  itself 
four  krarterkas.  In  this  way  was  the  reckoning  con* 
tinned :  during  all  the  time  Mosee'  daughters,  Sorka  and 
Keefka,  kept  plying  the  peasant  with  vodky  ;  and  the 
Jew  went  on  scoring,  it  mattered  not  whether  the  pea- 
sant agreed  or  disagreed  with  the  items  marked  against 
him,  and  making  no  distinction  of  measures  when  they 
were  less  than  half  a  kvart,  hut  adding  scores  when  the 
measure  was  more.  At  last,  when  the  peasant's  head 
grew  giddy  and  his  eyes  dizzy,  tlie  Jew  pulled  out  of 

foi  Sarah. 
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his  bosom  a  piece  of  chalk  with  a  split  in  it,  like  two 
blades  of  a  knife,  and  with  this  double  iastruraeut  pro- 
ceeded to  draw  two  scores,  in  place  of  one,  at  a  time. 
When  the  table  was  all  marked  over,  the  Jew  called  in 
as  witneBHes  to  the  settlement  some  of  the  peasant's 
neighbours,  and  they,  after  summing  up  the  aeoresi 
reduced  them  into  money  :  the  unfortunate  man  had 
to  give  up  to  tile  Jew  his  best  cow  and  all  his  wheat, 
although  he  was  actually  due,  perhaps,  only  the  tenth 
part  of  what  he  paid. 

Almost  in  the  same  manner  Moses  behaved  to  the 
landholders ;  only  more  artfully,  and,  in  some  measure, 
more  delicately.  However,  the  double  chalk,  over- 
meanure  in  wines,  &c.  were  also  made  use  of  in  hia 
reckonings  with  the  gentry,  as  well  as  with  the  pea- 
sants. The  Jew,  knowing  that  Polish  Pan»  and  Rus- 
sian officers  do  not  like  to  keep  account-books,  and 
are  quite  disgusted  with  long  reckonings,  used  to  fix 
upon  a  favourable  time  for  his  views,  and  pounce  upon 
his  debtors  at  the  precise  moment  when  they  were 
cither  in  a  very  merry  or  in  an  extremely  low  mood. 

Moses'  wife,  Reefka,  who  also  sold  goods  upon 
credit,  anil,  in  place  of  interest,  received  from  the 
landliotders'  wives  whole  tube  of  butter  and  coopfuls 
of  domestic  fowls,  chose  such  a  time  for  settling  with 
her  debtors,  when  they  were  in  the  greatest  want  of 
credit — for  instance,  before  balls,  elections,  and  mar- 
riages. Ill  this  sort  of  trade  it  was  impossible  to  cheat 
by  the  same  mewis  as  in  the  sale  of  wines  and  spirits  ; 
but  the  wily  Reefka,  taking  advantage  of  the  neces- 
sities and  vanity  of  her  customers,  gave  them  short 
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measure  and  bLoH,  weight,  charged  a,  double  price 
for  every  thing,  and,  besides  that,  contrived  to  squeeze 
preaents  trom  them,  under  tlie  pretence  that  she  her- 
self got  the  goods  upon  credit  and  was  obliged  to 
pay  interest.  Besides  that,  lier  trade  brought  her  this 
advantage,  that,  by  means  of  their  wives,  Mosea  lud 
a  claim  upon  the  husbands,  that  is,  on  the  pecuniary 
speculations  of  the  landholders.  Hey  were  even  glad 
that,  fur  silk-stuAs,  and  laces,  for  wine,  rum,  porter, 
sugar,  and  coffee,  they  could  pay  according  to  their 
pleasure,  in  wheat,  flax,  hemp,  or  other  agricultural 
produce;  seeing  that  the  Jew,  on  these  occasions,  would 
purchase  the  remainder  of  their  stock  for  ready  money, 
at  a  valuation  alao  fixed  by  the  Jews,  and  commonly 
for  the  half  of  what  the  articles  would  bring  at  the 
regular  mariiels  and  shipping  ports.  The  landlords  in 
these  provinces  have,  in  general,  no  idea  of  business, 
and  receive  their  commercial  information  solely  from 
the  Jews.  Throughout  a  whole  government,  there 
are  only  a  few  persons  who  lake  in  newspapers,  and 
they  merely  for  notices  of  law-suits,  and  for  the  con- 
venience of  reference,  if  the  conversation  should  turn 
upon  politics. 

All  this  Jewish  trade,  founded  on  knavery,  is 
called  lawful,  because  the  Jews  engage  in  it  openly ; 
guning,  however,  much  more  in  a  concealed  manner, 
by  means  forbidden  both  by  law  and  conscience. 

Moses  loved  me  for  my  modesty  and  docility  :  he 
regarded  me  as  his  own  servant,  because  Melovee- 
den,  having  withdrawn  from  the  ermy  and  settled 
in  Moscow,    had  relinquished  bis  effects  as  well  aa 
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myself,  not  having  the  means  to  redeem  tbem  from 

Mosea  also  employed  me  upon  the  most  secret  com- 
missions, and  pToniised  me  raountains  of  gold  if  I 
would  resolve  to  tnm  Jew.  Although  I  knew  no- 
thing of  Christianity,  having  been  brought  ap  like  a 
wild  animal,  however,  the  mere  name  of  Jew  went 
against  my  grain  ;  and  wiUiont  positively  refiising,  I 
dei'tined  changing  my  religion,  under  different  pre- 
tences, and  ill  the  meantime  resolved  to  flee  from 
such  a  calamity. 

One  day  tliere  alighted  at  Moses'  house  two  agents 
of  rich  proprietors,  on  their  return  from  Riga  with 
money  received  for  com  and  hemp  which  tliey  liad 
sold.  These  gentlemen-agents,  it  appeared,  were  on 
an  intimate  footing  with  Moses  ;  they  gave  him  diarge 
of  all  their  inaxters'  g<dd,  which  Moses  engaged  to  re- 
Inm  punctually  next  day  ;  and  besides,  to  one  of  the 
two,  a  man  unexperienced  in  biicIi  transactions,  he 
gave  in  pledge  silver  money  of  an  equal  I'alue. 

At  niglit  Mottes  shut  himself  up  slalrs  into  his  own 
apartment,  called  me  and  his  son  Judelia  to  him,  and 
told  UB  that  we  must  work  all  night.  He  poured  out  of 
hags  upon  the  table  great  heaps  of  ducats,  anil  set 
Judelia  to  pick  out  of  the  beapB  those  that  were  Iwge 
and  of  full  weight :  he  spread  a  cloth  upon  tlie  floor 
for  me,  sprinkled  some  sort  of  black  powder  upon 
it,  and  ordered  me  to  ruh  the  picked  ducata  npou 
it,  squeezing  them  tightly  to  the  cloth.  Moses  faitn- 
e(flf  sat  itt  the  table,  on  which  stood  two  wax  candles, 
and  a  magnifying-glass  on  a  xtand.  Judelia  gave  him 
the  ducats,  and  he,  looking  through  the  glass  at  them, 
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pared  them  with  tittle  crooked  aciHsars,  I  do  not 
know  how  many  ducats  passed  througli  our  hands, 
but,  before  day-Ught,  I  changed  tfiree  pieces  of  cloth, 
and  Moses  collected  a  whole  tea-cupful  of  gold-clip- 
pings. Tlie  agents  received  their  money  back  punc- 
tually without  minding  the  weight,  and,  in  recom- 
pense for  their  ciFility,  they  got  each  a  few  dncftts 
to  himself ;  and  besides,  the  Jew  charged  them  nothing 
for  their  horses'  feed,  for  board  and  lodging,  or  wine, 
and  gave  them  some  bottles  for  tlie  road.  In  the  even- 
ing Moses  burned  the  cloths  and  melted  the  clippinp 
in  a  Btove  constmcted  for  that  pnrpoM  in  his  closet. 
Our  night's  work  procured  htm  a  piece  of  gold  as  lai^e 
SB  a  man's  fist.  We  were  always  eng^ed  in  this 
sweating  of  gold  from  ducats,  whenever  tliere  chanced 
to  be  in  the  honse  any  of  his  acquaintances  among 
the  stewards  or  agents  of  rich  Pans,  or  when  mer- 
chants or  gentlemen  put  gold  into  Moses'  hands  to 
transact  any  business  for  them. 

One  evening  Moses  ordered  me  to  prepare  for  a 
journey  next  momuig.  Reefka  packed  up  in  a  small 
trunk  a  suit  of  Moses'  best  clothes,  a  black  half-silk 
coat,  fastening  from  the  collar  to  the  waist  with  small 
hooks,  a  small  silk  cloak  with  large  pockets  before,  a 
pair  of  grey  stockings,  new  shoes,  and  a  rouiul  broad- 
brimmed  hat :  she  also  pat  in  as  many  shirts  as  she 
reckoned  he  would  be  weeks  absent ;  tliat  is  to  say, 
a  fortnight  at  least.  She  filled  a  separate  basket 
with  provisions,  which  consisted  of  one  bottle  of  spirits 
caUed  '  Shabashovfy,'*  on  account  of  its  quality,  and 


*  from  '  S/iabath,'  the  Raniin  term  foe  gn'mg  up  or  retting 
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because  they  only  drink  it  when  work  is  over,  atwliioh 
time  they  sing  the  merry  '  Mayofees  ;'■  of  two  home' 
made  goats'-milk  cheeses,  two  large  railishes,  two 
dozens  of  ouions,  one  dozen  of  herrings,  two  rye- 
loaves,  one  string  of  Jewish  /crendelt  or  Ia7'ankie3,f 
and  a  small  piece  of  roaat  kid.  Thit)  provision  was 
intended  to  serve  five  persons  for  a  fortnight.  Along 
with  Moses  there  were  the  Jew-driver,  his  hrother-in- 
law  Josel,  his  nephew  Khatzke!,  and  poor  1.  The 
trunk  and  basket  were  put  into  ray  hands,  and,  when 
I  observed  to  Heefka  tliat  that  provision  would  bo 
loo  little,  she  fell  into  a  passion  and  scolded  me. 
"  Hold  your  peace,  you  '  Ghoy.'J  All  your  thoughtH 
are  taken  up  on  your  belly,  and  you  never  consider 
titat  every  crumb  costs  money :  people  have  need  to 
take  care  of  their  money  noiv-a-days,  for  times  are 
bad  enough  in  all  conscience  !"  "  Aye,  hut  yon  have 
plenty  of  money  for  all  that,"  eaid  I,  muttering  with 
my  head  partly  ensconced  in  the  basket.  "  How  dare 
you  say  that  we  have  plenty  of  money  ?  Horsh  tu  !§ 
One  would  suppose  you  fiad  seen  and  counted  our 
money  ?  Horsh  tu  I  AJi,  you  vagabond  I  Ah,  you 
villain  1     How  dare  you  say  that  we  have  money  !" 

ttom  woik ;  apparently  a  coiruplion  of  ihe  Hebrew  vni, '  Sab- 
bath,' OT  ai  it  is  pronounced  bjr  Ihe  Polish  Jews  '  Shaalml.' 

'  The  Jeaiih  wag  of  joy,  which  has  no  woidi. 

t  Hard  biscuilB  made  of  wbeaten  fioni  Tolled  lo  the  ttiiclineBB 
oT  >  lope,  ud  formed  into  tinga  of  two  to  three  inchet  in  dia- 
meter airuns  together  like  a  necklace  in  forties  or  fifties  upon  a 
piece  of  twine  ;  in  which  state  they  are  sold. 

t  InSdel,  tynonltnaas  nllh  Ghiaour  in  Turkish. 

i  AcomiptioD  of  iheGetiuan  '  Hoerst  du' (' I  )ay,')(Ule[Ally 
'  heanai  thou.') 
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The  Jewess  shook  with  anger,  tlireatened  to  beat  me, 
and  would  probably  have  carried  her  threate  into  exe- 
cution, if  I  had  not  ai^enmed  the  defensive,  and  oied 
out  ill  reply  :  "  Why  are  you  angry,  Paiiay  Aren- 
darsha  I  If  yaw  touch  me,  I  will  cut  aud  rtm  !"  Our 
outcry  brought  Moines  to  tlie  spot,  who,  learning  the 
cause  of  the  disturbance,  called  out  to  hia  wife  and 
took  her  into  anotlier  room,  where  they  scolded  one 
another,  grew  quiet,  and  Reefka  returning,  patted  me 
on  the  head,  and  gave  me  a  large  biscuit,  adding ; 
"  Don't  be  angry,  Vaidty  I  I  shall  put  intn  the  bas- 
ket for  yon  a  piece  of  smoked  goose,  aud  if  our  own 
JewiRh  folks  wish  for  any  thintiea,  let  them  buy  them 
with  their  own  money." 

One  of  tlie  neighbouring  laiidholdcrs  was  then  put- 
ting up  at  our  house.  In  the  evening  before  Moses' 
departure,  this  gentleman  orderetl  a  tumbler  of  punch 
for  biDuelf  and  one  for  the  laadlonl,  and  asked  him 
to  ait  down  beside  him  and  give  him  hia  news.  In  ge- 
neral, the  greater  part  of  the  small  country-gentry  i*- 
^rd  the  Jews  as  the  best-informed  people  in  evexy 
thing,  even  in  politics ;  and,  in  place  of  subscrifaing 
for  a  newspaper,  expend  the  money  which  would  other- 
wise be  applied  for  tliat  purpose,  on  punch  and  wine, 
and  the  time  which  would  be  lost  in  reading,  they  pre- 
fer to  spend  in  dialogues  with  the  Jews  on  the  state  of 
affairs  all  over  the  world. 

The  door  of  this  gentleman's  room  clianced  to  be 
open  towards  the  gallery,  where,  by  tlie  Ught  of  a 
night-lamp,  I  was  posted  to  strip  feathers  for  the  Jew's 
beds,  merely  to  prevent  me  from  being  a  single  minnte 
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idle,  find  acceding  to  the  Jetvisli  Baying,  eating  ray 
bread  for  nothiiig.  Ereiy  word  was  heard ;  but  as 
long  as  they  talked  about  trade,  tBrmiag,  war,  and  the 
i;oyenior,  1  took  no  interent  in  the  conversation  :  how- 
ever, when  it  turned  upon  Moses'  journey,  1  pricked 
up  my  ears,  being  curious  to  know  whither  and  why 
w«  were  to  go. 

"  It  is  strange,  Rabi  Moses,"  said  the  landliolder, 
"  that  you  who  carry  ou  such  an  extensive  trade,  should 
have  thought  of  renting  a  kartchuia  ou  a  property  a 
hundred  nules  distant  from  your  place  of  residence. 
I  know  that  you  make,  besides,  tar  aud  potash  ihexe ; 
but  you  might  have  all  that,  as  we  say,  under  your 
nose.  I  and  every  proprietor  hereabout  would  be 
^lad  to  have  you  for  a  tenant."  "  Particular  circum- 
stances, right-honourable  Sir,"  answered  the  Jew, 
"  occasion  me  to  rent  a  place  so  distant  from  honie. 
In  that  part  of  the  country  live  all  my  wife's  relations, 
and,  from  pure  benevolence,  I  established  my  poor  re- 
latiyes  in  kartchmas.  Potash  and  tar  are  more  easily 
diBpoaed  of  there,  as  that  properly  lies  upon  the  very 
frontiers.  From  all  ttiat  I  receive  no  manner  of  be- 
nefit, but  t^e  a  journey  thither  twice  a  year  to  see 
that  every  thing  is  in  order,  to  settle  my  accounts,  anil 
lay  out  the  money  for  the  payment  of  my  rent ;  my 
wife's  relations  get  all  tlte  profit,  wliich  I  gnktoitously 
bestow  upon  them."  "  It  is  laudable,  very  laudable, 
Rabi  Moses,"  asid  the  gentleman  ;  "  that  example  of 
yonrs  is  worthy  to  be  imitated  even  amongst  us  ;  and 
to  give  them  their  due,  there  is  too  great  an  outcry 
Tused  against  the  Jews :  for  one  sudi  mstaace  of  dis- 
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■  place 


interested  love  towards  their  relations  ouglit 
their  conduct  in  amore  favonrable  light." 

I  was  called  to  Hnpper,  aiid  did  not  hear  the  con- 
etuaion  of  the  dialog;ue.  The  reader  will  soon  see 
what  is  the  meaning  of  a  Jew's  diHinterested  love  to> 
wards  his  relatives,  and  his  benevolence  without  any 
advantage.  Next  day,  a  long  breetchka*  was  brought 
to  the  door,  covered  with  oil-cloth,  well  smeared  wiili 
tar  and  mud,  to  which  three  raw-honed  horses  were 
harnessed  with  ropes  and  the  remnants  of  some  gentle'* 
man's  old  harness :  feather-beds  and  pillows  were 
crammed  iato  the  hreetchka,  the  tninka  and  boxes 
were  made  fast,  and  we  set  off  on  our  journey.  Mo«ea^ 
Joael,  and  Khatzkel,  in  greasy  gowns  and  night  ca.'pa, 
sat  npon  the  feather-beds,  quite  close,  almoat  one  opon 
the  other,  and  I  at  their  feet  on  the  clothes*  trunk. 
As  it  was  autumn,  they  gave  me  an  old  frieze  great- 
coat to  wear,  which  had  been  bought  in  the  rag-mar- 
ket, and  a  cap  which  had  been  forgotten  in  the  tj^- 
room  by  some  drunken  footman ;  this  cap  wa»  a  great 
inconvenience  to  me,  as  it  came  over  my  eyes  at  every 
bouDce  of  the  breetchka. 

I  shall  not  describe  our  journey,  wliich  had  nothing 
interesting  in  it,  and  continued  for  two  daya  and  ■ 
half. 

On  the  third  day,  we  turned  aside  from  the  main 


*  A  brDCtchki  is  ■  long  foui-wheeledciuriBgc.Mnietlnies  with- 
out tpriagt,  but  gctietallf  haimii  two  hiad.spriD){B,  mtii  some. 
timci  provided  with  a  leathern  cover  like  n  gij;  or  culcuh.  lu 
foTiii  makn  il  Fanvenlem  fur  huldini;  n  feather  bed,  and  illowing 
itatellera  to  itr«ch  themiolvci  out  in  it  at  full  length. 
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road  ;  and  about  mid-day,  arrived  at  a  small  kari^luna 
ivhich  stood  at  aotae.  distance  from  a  miserable  village 
coneistin^  of  ten  huts. 

The  landlord  of  the  kartclima  was  deligbted,  it  ap- 
])eared,  at  our  arrival,  and  immediately  sent  off  three 
peasants  with  letters  in  various  directions. 

At  night,  Jews  began  to  arrive,  some  on  horseback 
n-ithout  saddles,  others  in  carta  ;  and  by  the  lime  tliat 
ihe  landlady  had  supper  ready,  about  a  score  of  them 
liad  assembled.  As  usual  there  was  a  collertion  of 
peasants  in  the  kartchma,  wlio  came  to  spend  tlie 
evening  in  smoking  tobacco,  drinking  vodky  upon 
credit,  feasting  upon  dried  fish  and  train-oil,  and  talk- 
ing by  the  ligbt  of  a  fir-stick  about  their  ghospodeen 
and  his  steward. 

The  .lews  did  not  minglo  with  the  peasants  in  the 
public  room,  but  shut  themselves  into  another  aiiart- 
ment,  where  they  talked  loudly  amongst  themselves, 
ftpealdng  generally  all  at  once.  At  last,  when  this 
noisy  council  was  at  an  end,  the  tacksman  drove  out 
without  ceremony  the  peasants  from  the  kartchma, 
saying  that  the  room  was  wanted  to  lay  beds  for  his 
gaests.  To  the  discontented  peasants,  who  di<l  not 
mnt  to  shift  their  quarters,  he  gave  spirits  and  to- 
bacco to  take  home  with  them,  and  they  went  away 
■inging  to  the  vill^e. 

About  midnight  a  gentleman  arrived  upon  horse- 
1»ck  1  he  remained  half  an  hour  alone  with  Moses,  and 
I  heard  at  the  doors  how  they  bargained :  at  last  they 
ahook  hands,"  and  Moses  counted  out  to  the  gentle- 

*  In  Riuiia  wheie  most  mercantile  tioiiBsctioni  are  canicd  en 
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mail  Nome  dozens  of  silver  ronhlea  and  ttucata.  Tlie 
ironHemnn,  fifCer  drinking'  a  glsfls  of  epirits  to  t)ie  health 
III'  the  honourable  company,  and  smoking  a  pipe  of  to- 
hnrco,  seated  himself  on  his  horse  and  galloped  into 
the  wood. 

The  Jews  after  supper  also  separated.  Moses  asd 
his  fellow-travellers  lay  down,  withont  nndreasing, 
upon  festlier'Leds,  and  I  upon  straw. 

A  little  before  day-hreak,  the  tacksman  awakened 
UK,  and  we  in  two  one-horse  carts  also  proceeded  into 
the  wood,  along  a  narrow  road.  I  drove  the  csrt 
in  wliich  Moses  and  Josei  were  seated,  wluttt  the 
landlord  of  the  kartchma  with  Khatzkel  went  before 
rn  the  other  cart.  We  had  proceeded  a  long  way 
through  the  wood  before  dawn,  and  nt  last  heard  the 
creaking  of  wheels,  and  the  vociferous  bawling  of 
carters.  Moses  was  oveijoyetl,  and  ordered  nw  to 
make  np  to  them.  We  soou  met  the  cavalcade,  ctm- 
sisting  o!  fifty  carts  loaded  with  barrels  of  tar  and 
potash.  Only  one  Jew  accompanied  them  :  the  driveta 
o  peasants.  In  order  to  speak  with  this  Jew,  Moses 
ordered  me  to  turn  the  hor^H  and  follow  the  cnrt^ 
After  proceeding  on  the  way  back  about  two  Tents, 
n  of  the  road,  we  met  with  a  file  of  Cossacks 
lielongmg  to  the  trontiers,  along  with  U'hom  was  the 
very  gentleman  whom  1  had  seen  in  the  kartehma :  he 
(ras  not  a  military  man,  hut  dressed  very  plainly. 

Upon  seeing  us  he  made  the  detachment  Itab,  and 
with  the  officer  of  the  Cossacks  rode  up  to  the  carts. 
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'*4re  yon  tlie  owner,  or  where  is  he?"  said  the  Cos- 
sack officer.  "  No,  Sir:  there  lie  is,  yonr  excellency, 
yohr  honour !"  anRwered  the  Jew,  pointing  to  Moaes, 
who,  in  the  Biesntinie,  ati^iled  from  the  cart,  and 
standing  without  his  caji.  made  a  low  how.  "  You 
rascals  !  yon  certainly  are  cairying  contraband  goods  1" 
cried  the  gentleman  in  |)lain  clothes.  "  How  is  it 
possible,  Sir,  that  honest  people  should  carry  on  a 
contraband  tmde  ?"  said  Mohcb,  making  a  low  bow ; 
"  May  God  keepns  from  doing;  any  sneh  thing!  We, 
poor  Jews,  deal  in  tar  and  potash.  Please  to  examine 
the  loads."  The  gentleman  dismounted  from  liis  horse, 
took  V)  iron  rod  frYim  hin  saddle,  and  a  hnmrner  from 
a  leathern  hug,  and  began  to  knock  upon  the  casks ; 
to  listen  with  his  ear  to  the  sound  produced  ;  to  prob« 
mth  hin  rod  the  inside  of  the  casks,  and  at  last  he 
knocked  about  the  peasants  and  the  carts,  and,  as  if  ix 
were  from  cbogrin,  cried  out :  "  There  is  nothing  can 
be  dfflie  !  Go  to  the  devil  with  you."  During  the 
search,  the  Cowack-offirer  remained  on  horseback,  and 
attentively  observed  tlip  proceedings  of  tlie  gentiemaa 
in  pinn  clotheR  :  on  seeing  tliat  all  was  right,  he  left 
OS  at  rest,  and  went  on  his  way  with  his  detachment. 

Moees  could  not  contain  his  joy,  and,  when  the 
Coesacks  had  gone  ont  of  sight,  he  clapped  with  his 
hands  and  sanp  ont  in  a  joyful  key,  repeating  fre- 
quently, 'atrapiTl,'  airapirt/  (caught.) 

On  arriving  safe  at  the  kartchma,  the  casks  were 
onloeded  into  ike  storehonse,  and  the  peasant*  were 
dismiseed,  being  paid  partly  in  money,  but  mostly  in 
s|ririts,  tobacco  and  Iterrings.     After  dining  and  sle^ 
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ing  a  wliile,  Moses  shut  himuelf  up  in  tlie  storehouse 
with  Josel,  Khatzkel,  and  myself.  I  was  quite  asto- 
uisbed  when  he  began  to  work  at  the  ca^ks.  In  tha 
centre  was  tar  or  potash,  but  the  two  ends  had  double 
bottoms,  and  tbe  space  between  them  contdned  a 
variety  of  valuable  goods,  eilk  stufl's,  linens,  combrics, 
laces,  trinketH,  perfumery,  &e.  Tbey  brought  a 
brazier,  stamps,  black  and  red  marking  ink,  and  melt- 
ed tin  ;  and  while  I  blew  the  coals,  Moses  with  bis 
companions  began  to  stamp  the  goods  exactly  ss  I  af- 
terwards saw  it  done  at  the  custom-houses. 

In  the  night-time  there  arrived  some  large  Jewish 
w^lgons  on  which  the  goods  were  loaded,  being  now 
packed  np  in  bates  and  cases,  and  sent  home  with 
Josel  and  Khatzkel :  I  with  Moses  went  back  in  tbe 
same  breetchka  in  wliich  we  had  travelled  to  the 
kartcbma. 

Moses,  as  bas  been  already  mentioned,  bad  calcu- 
lated upon  being  a  fortnight  absent,  and  only  chanced 
to  be  a  week,  because  his  goods  arrived  from  beyond 
tbe  frontier  sooner  than  usual.  All  was  Joy  and  re- 
joicing in  his  house,  and  Reefka  for  next  day,  which 
ivas  Sabbath,  baked  tarts  with  honey  and  poppies ; 
and  kvgel  (paste  fried  in  goose-fat ;)  roasted  geese, 
boiled  lokshejta  (milk  broth  thickened  with  home-made 
macaroni ;)  and  tzimea  (a  sort  of  hotcb-potch  made  of 
carrots  and  honey,  with  fat  and  spices  ;}  and  besides 
regaled  me  with  some  spoiled  wine.  , 

Moses  notified  to  his  factors  and  agents,  that  he 
wished  to  commemorate  tbe  fortunate  issue  of  one  of 
his  nndertaldngs  by  a  good  action.     In  lending  money 
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on  |>ledge,  he  usually  took  two  per  cent,  a  week :  on 
this  occasion,  for  the  length  of  a  whole  month,  he  re- 
solved to  take  only  one  and  a  half  from  poor  people 
and  those  in  straitened  circumstances.  Hia  Jhctors 
gave  notice  of  this  act  of  Moses*  henevolence  to  all 
gamesters,  spend-thrifts,  and  drunkards;  hut  Moses 
had  to  endure  the  remonstrances  and  even  scoldings  of 
his  wife  for  this  useless  generosity,  which  in  Reefka's 
opinion  might  hring  on  his  ruin. 


CHAPTER  Vin. 


Mwling  of  Ovo  great  Lawyers,  the  otib  going  Out  full,  the  oilier 
coming  in  empty — 1  leave  the  Jew. 

Winter  came  on,  and  with  it,  id  Mobbh'  house,  an 
increase  of  activity,  and  to  me  of  drudgery.  Loads 
of  goods,  and  travellers  fre^jueutly  put  up  with  Moses, 
and  I  had  to  be  in  attendance  in  the  strangers'  apait- 
mentB,  the  very  same  a»  bad  been  occupied  formerly 
by  Meloveeden.  Besides  having  to  light  the  stoves, 
carry  water,  and  sweep  the  rooms,  the  Jew  ordered 
me  lo  listen,  behind  the  doors,  to  the  subjects  of  the 
strangers'  conversation,  particularly  if  they  were  people 
ill  office.  I  was  instructed  to  find  out  if  they  were  in 
search  of  any  one  ;  if  they  had  caught  any  thing ;  and 
to  attend  particularly  if  the  words  ^  false  wtoney,'  or 
'  contraband,'  should  be  introduced.  Although  I  was 
not  aware  of  the  real  purport  of  these  words,  yet, 
feeling  that  some  Jewish  roguery  must  be  at  the  bot- 
tom of  this  curiosity,  I  had  no  desire  to  serre  the  Jew 
bithfulty,  if  he  had  not  sometimes  bribed  me  with  the 
promise  of  a  reward,  and  had  not  hunger  constrained 
me  to  he  an  instrument  of  Jewish  policy.  But  I  was 
so  wearied  of  this  sort  of  life,  that  I  resolved  to  flee 
on  the  first  opportunity  whithersoever  my  good  luck 
should  carry  me.  Tliere  was  oidy  one  thing  which 
detained  me  ;  an  instifficiency  of  winter-clothing. 
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Ine  day,  when  the  aim  b^an  to  leave  the  horizo?!, 
some  carriagea  stopped  in  the  market-place  just  oppo-' 
site  to  Moses'  house.     He  immediately  r&ii  tu  thai   | 
street,  and,  approaching  the  principal  earmge  -with  •    ' 
low  bow,  made  an  offer  of  his  lodgingH  tu  the  peopltf' 
in  the  carriage,  cried  up   all  the  conveniencea  of  hi»' 
hotise,  tlie  cheapneaa  of  fodder  and  of  all  sorts  of  pn»i>   I 
visions,  nut  fot^tting  to  recommend  himself  as  a  nta 
well  known  for  faia  honesty  and  civility.     The  fa 
outside  of  Moaes'  house  in  compariuin  with  other 
waE,  I  anppose,  a  more  powerful  BT^meui  than  the 
landlord's  words ;  and  the  csrri^;es,  to  the  great  delist 
of  the  whole  Jewish  family,  drew  up  at  the  door. 

Reefka  ran  with  her  daughters  to  meet  the  gentry, 
while  she  drove  me  and  the  maid-servants  tu  the 
strangers'  apartmeiita,  to  sweep  away  the  dust,  to  clean 
ibe  flours,  and  to  clear  olT  the  table  the  fragments  of 
an  entertaimuent  which  Moaea  had  been  giving  >o  the 
magistrates  that  name  morning,  having  aumething  to 
do  with  a  chaise  of  counterfeiting  pawned  goods.  We 
had  hardly  got  thinffs  in  order,  when  the  travellers 
came  into  the  room.  I  stopped  at  the  doors  to  get  a 
look  at  them.  Fir^t  came  a  little,  thin,  pale-com- 
plejrioned  man,  wrapt  up  in  a  fm- great-coat.  Hiseyea 
(ilared  Uke  those  of  a  foK  :  with  a  sbgle  glanc«  he  ex- 
amined all  around  him,  and,  passing  into  the  other 
room,  be  immediately  began  to  take  oflf  his  coat.  He 
was  followed  by  a  couple  of  boys,  and  as  many  girls, 
from  ten  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  wrapped  up  and 
tied  Dp  like  sn  many  snails.  The  lady  herself,  also,  a 
thin  person  with  a  frowning  look,  ia  the  mean  while, 
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hopped  about  like  a  frog.  After  her  followed  a  train 
of  mftid-aervants,  nurses,  and  footmen,  with  bundles 
and  baskets.  The  first  expression  uttered  by  the  lady 
to  me  and  the  Iiouse-maid  was  ilie  words,  "  Get  out 
of  the  way,  you  creatures  I"  We,  returning  the 
eompliment  with  a  bow  and  a  courtesy,  made  our  re- 
ti'eat,  and,  belund  tjie  door,  repaid  her  in  lier  own 


In  the  common  room  1  leftmed  that  the  passengers 
were  travelling  with  hired  liorspj  to  Moscow,  from 
the  gorernment-town,  where  this  ^ntleman,  whose 
name  was  Scotinko,  had  filled  the  office  of  Procureur,* 
Candles  were  put  on  the  table,  the  tea-urn  f  was 
heated,  and  Mr.  Scotinko's  cook  began  to  make  ready 
supper,  while  the  gentleman  himself  put  Moses  in  re- 
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hours  after,  when  it  was  already  dark, 
7  up  at  the  door,  covered  with  matting 
/o  horses.  TTie  landlord  and  landlady 
trouble  themselves  about  meeting  tb^  guest. 
There  entered  a  tall,  stout,  ruddy-faced  gentleman, 
who,  learning  that  the  best  rooms  were  already  occn- 

*  CiOwn-adiDCate  and  public  praaecutoi. 

+  No  one  haa  lived  in  Rumia  without  spprecialiDji  the  benefiti 
of  the  BaiUBn  Icj-utd  at  lamnvar,  which  ia  not  unlike  the  old 
Engliah  tea-uma  in  aliape.  but  is  healed  with  charcoal.  When 
tl;e  leapot  ia  placi^d  on  the  top  or  the  aamovai,  ilie  strength  of  the 
lea  is  drawn  ofF  sooner  and  better  ihan  bj  any  almilai  pmcegg  in 

i  A  fcibitks  ia  a  rour-aheeUd  carl  with  s  covet  tike  the  head 
of  a  cradle.  There  ia  generally  a  mat  fabtened  to  ibe  head, 
which  CBR  be  drawn  oier  the  rest  of  the  kibitka  when  it  raitii. 
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I,  took  poaseesioD  of  a  tittle  closet,  uAually  tenanted 
by  Jndelia,  the  landlord's  son.  The  wfiole  lii^agCt- 
of  this  gentleman  consisted  of  a  small  portraant^au  and 
leathern  piilow,  which  hia  man-servant,  who  was  dress' 
ed  in  a  bare  sheepskin  coat,  carried  undnr  his  a 
Tlie  worn-out  pelisse  of  the  |!;ent]eman  himself 
plain  enough  indent  of  the  contents  of  the  portnianteaa.' 
Reefka  treated  Lis  man  with  a  dram,  and  learned  that 
his  master's  name  was  Pluotyagoaveetch,  and  that  he 
was  on  h'ls  way  from  Petersburgli  to  owupy  the  situa- 
tion of  Procnreur  in  the  very  same  town  which  Mr. 
Scotinko  Lad  left.  A  town-cterk  who  was  at  tliat  time 
standing  at  the  bar,  drinkingadram  of  cordials,  smiled 
very  knowingly,  and   swd — "   There  is  a  meeting-  of 

Mr.  Plootyagoaveetch,  learning  that  his  predecessor 
was  in  the  house,  immediately  went  to  pay  bit  re- 
specie  to  him.  They  seemed  to  like  one  anotber'B 
company,  for  Scotiuko  invited  Plootyagoaveetch  to  sup 
with  him,  and  they  spent  tlie  whole  evening  convers- 
ing together. 

In  the  mean  lime,  Plootyagoaveetch 's  man,  having 
supped  upon  a  bit  of  dry  breail  and  quass,*  seated 
himself  beside  the  pot  where  Mr.  Scotiidto'a  servants 
were  emptying  out  of  tlie  goblets  the  fragments  of  theii' 
master's  lordly  supper,  joking  together,  and  casting 
contemptuous  looks  on  Plootyagoaveetch's  man.  Wlien 
they  learned  that  Plootyagoaveetch  was  going  to  occu- 


^ 


■  QuB>s  i>  D  snut  fenneated  Itquoi,  n^e  frai 
is  the  uiual  drink  of  tile  common  people  in  Busa 
ceiri^ihing  diiiik  in  lh«  heaia  of  aummeT. 
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py  their  master's  place,  they  Bofinned  their  tone,  and 
treated  the  poor  feliow  with  a  dram.  "  Wliat  ia  yonr 
name,  neig'hbour  ?"  Scotinko's  Talet  asked.  "  Phara- 
phont,"  answered  Plootyagosveeteh's  servant.  "  Look 
yc,  Ffaaraphont,"  rejoined  the  valet,  "  learn  to  be  deaf, 
and  you  will  enjoy  aperpetualcamival.  Don't  say  < aye' 
to  petitioners,  and  allow  nobody  to  enter  gratia,  bntmake 
them  pay  for  a  sight  of  yunr  inaater,as  they  do  for  admit- 
tance to  the  dancing  dogs.  Why  should  you  let  them 
off?"  "  I  would  be  glad  to  take,  but  will  they  give, 
is  the  query  ?"  "  To  be  sure  they  will,  if  you  squeeze 
it  out  of  them,"  answered  tlie  valet.  "  Learn  to  bawl 
lustily,  '  not  at  home,' '  engaged'  '  indUposed,' '  wuhes 
to  repose  "  /  but  when  they  ask,  if  they  may  return, 
might  they  not  wait,  might  yon  not  let  htm  know,  Ray, 
'  I  might  do  every  thing  in  the  workl,  if  you  were 
only  discreet  I'  "  At  this  all  Sr^tinko's  aerranta  burst 
into  a  roar  of  laughter.  Pharaphont  continued,  "  AH 
that  is  very  plausible;  but  what  is  to  be  done  with  gentle- 
men whom  my  master  orders  to  be  admitted  without 
prenous  notice  :  I  suppose  that  I  must  be  more  civil  to 
them  witliout  expecting  any  returns."  "  Nonsense  !" 
answered  the  valet,  "  But  you  must  manage  them  in 
a  difierent  atyle.  Make  yourbow  regularly,  open  the 
doors  with  alacrity,  go  before  them  with  a  candle,  and 
pay  your  compliments  to  them  on  holidays.  Oh  I 
brother  Pharaphont,  it  is  a  happy  life  with  the  Procn- 
reur,  but  with  the  Governor  a  perfect  paradise — the 
cup  of  bliss  there  overflows.  We  wept  when  we  left 
the  city.  Our  future  lot  we  could  not  foresee  ;  our 
past  was  good.     But  with  yon  in  Peterabui^h  what 
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sort  of  a  life  do  t)ie  servants  of  people  iu  oflirG  lotLiI?  '' 
"  According  to  llie  place,  brotlier,"  answered  Pliam- 
l^nt,  "  there  are  some  of  ns  whi>  act  tlie  gemleraan  ; 
^Kre  are  ottiers  wliu  wipe  away  their  tears  with  a  na- 
ked  hand.  My  master  was  only  at  the  he^d  of  ft 
table  1 '  bat  a  small  spoke  in  tlie  wheel  of  state.  He 
hiauelf  was  glad  to  wrench  a  kopeek  from  right  anil 
wrong  indifferently,  hut  did  not  always  succeed.  It 
■ntly  happened  that  I  would  receive  drink-money  when 
Af  maet^  sent  rae  with  the  copy  of  a  paper  to  a  pe- 
titicaier,  or  if  tliere  should  be  much  business  in  the 
home,  and  the  petitioner,  having  nothing  todu.  should 
turn  and  speak  to  us.  But  all  that  was  very  trifling  : 
the  oldest  hands  could  malte  but  a  poor  job  of  it." 
"  But  now  your  master  will  be  a  great  man,"  added 
the  valet,  "  Oh  Pharaphontushka,  f  Pharaphontushka, 
I  would  give  the  best  feather  in  my  cap  to  change 
places  with  thee  I      But  my  master  calls  ;  good  bye." 

All  this  time  I  was  warming  myself  at  the  fire,  and 
hearing  these  dialogues,  envied  the  condition  of  other 
servants.  Considering  that  the  Jew  had  no  right  1« 
detain  me,  I  resolved  to  heg  one  of  the  travelling  gen- 
tlemen to  take  me  with  him. 

Plootyagoaveetch  on  his  return  to  his  closet,  called 
for  the  Jew,  who,  learning  that  he  was  going  to  occu- 
py an  important  situation  in  the  government,  had  al- 

■  There  is  en  immenSB  number  of  courta  of  Uw  and  public 
offices  !n  Su  Petemburgh,  and  eVErjr  depanmcm  hai  whal  is  call- 
ed B  Kaatsilhrla  or  Chftneeiy  atuched  to  it.  Each  of  Cliese  dun. 
cetieBhasBhcBd-clerbordireclnr,  who  siu  at  thebeadof  the  table 
10  Buperintend  the  iofeTiar  clerks. 
,f  A  dltnumtiTeofendeumenl. 
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ready  changed  his  manner  towards  hini,  bowed  con- 
tinually, and  apologized  to  tlie  new  Procurenr  that  he 
liad  no  1>etter  room  for  him,  hut,  to  make  amends  for 
it,  offered  liim  whatever  he  liked,  and  whatever  was 
in  the  houHe,  gratiR.  Plootyagoaveeteb,  seated  on  his 
hedflide,  was  smoking  a  large  wooden  pipe,  and  be- 
gan to  question  the  Jew.  I  was  on  the  other  aide  of 
the  wooden  partition,  and,  peeping  throngh  a  seam, 
lieard  all  that  went  on.  "  I  say,  Moaes,  teU  me  your 
mind  freely,  and  perhaps  1  may  be  ofserrice  to  yon." 
The  Jew  took  off  hia  caji  and  made  a  bow.  Plooty- 
agoaveeteh  continued — "  Here  am  I,  going  to  occupy 
the  place  of  Mr.  Kcotinko,  who  says  that  he  has  been 
dismiased  for  no  oflence,  owing  to  the  intrigues  of 
evil-minded  people,  in  consequence  of  his  fearlcBs  and 
Strict  performance  of  his  duty  !  "  The  Jew  sunled 
knowingly  and  shook  his  head.  Plootyagoaveetch. 
continued — "  Mr.  Scotinko  has  quite  frightened  me 
by  sayii^  that  it  is  a  shockiug  situation,  attended  with 
no  emoluments  but  the  bare  salary,"  There  the  Jew 
interrupted  Mr.  Plootyagoaveetch's  speech,  and  ex- 
claimed loudly,  "  WJiat  do  you  say  ?  Salary  [  Oh 
Lord!"  Plootyagoaveetch. continued,  "  Mr.  Scotinko 
says  he  has  spent  all  his  substance  in  his  situation,  and 
gone  through  all  bis  father's  and  wife's  property,  aiut 
retires  with  the  wreck  of  his  ruined  fortime,  taking 
with  him  only  the  respect  of  honest  people  and  peace 
of  conscience."  At  these  words  tlie  Jew  burst  into  a 
fit  of  laughter,  and  continued  il  so  long,  putting  hi» 
hands  to  his  sides,  tiiat  Plootyagoaveetch  had  to  stop 
liim.     "  Hih'sh  tu,"  said  the  Jew,  "  Mr,  Scotinko 
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speaks  of  his  canacience  I  but  where  has  lie  met  with. 
it,  if  he  has  not  picked  it  up  on  the  road  ?  After  thife 
we  may  expect  the  wolves  to  turn  guardians  over  tbe^ 
iiheep,  and  the  Jews  to  seek  nalvation  in  a.  monsHteryc 
and  the  landholders  to  prohibit  their  peasants  froO' 
tfettiug  druuk  on  vodky.  I  will  tell  you,  Sir,  yoittT 
honour,  that  1  knew  this  Mr.  Scotinko,  when  his  h^ 
ther  waa  a  tanner,  a  akiuner,  while  he,  a  poor  clerk, 
ran  about  the  streets  without  shoes  or  stockings,  and 
stole  barankies  and  krendfh*  from  the  Jews.  He  is 
a  native  of  the  same  town  where  I  waa  bom.  Now, 
Mr.  Scotinko  is  au  inch  as  the  devil,  has  moveable  an<l 
immoTe^ble  property,  gold  and  silver,  and  so  much 
money,  that,  I  dare  say,  he  cannot  count  it.  Me  haa 
also  received  ranlu  and  orders.  Oh  Lord,  Lord  ! 
Mr.  Scotinko  has  made  ih>  good  use  of  his  opportuni- 
ties, that  no  leech  of  the  law  ever  sucked  siich  a  belly- 
ful !"  There  the  Jew  recollected  that  it  was  with  a 
randidate  for  the  same  olhce  that  he  waa  speaking,  and 
corrected  himself — "  Forgive  me,  Sir,  your  honour, 
but  such  a  practitioner  as  Scotinko  never  was  amongst 
us,  and  hia  conscience  ia  all  fudge  :  pure  water  runs 
through  him,  hut  the  fishes  stick.  His  situation  is  a 
magic  wand  for  finding  ready  money.  Don't  believe 
a  word  tliat  he  says.  Mr.  Scotinko  lies  even  when  he 
speaks  the  truth  ;  that  is  to  say,  he  speaks  the  truth 
for  the  purpose  of  deceit.  1  will  tell  yon  one  thing 
more — Scotinko  waa  formerly  as  bare  as  a  hawk  ;  hut, 
n  difTerent  govemmenta,  he  has  coutuellored  and^i 
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^^^T'  ■  See  note  to  pa^e  US- 
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careured  for  himself  so  much  riches,  that,  though  he 
ia  like  a  dried  liz&rd  in  appearance,  below  the  akin  lie 
ia  aa  fat  Bs  a  Siberian  bear."  "  But  why  ahonld  he 
conceal  himself  ho  before  me  ?  "  agked  Plootyagoa- 
Teetch.  "  Me  wishes  to  paee  for  an  honest  man  now, 
sa  ia  usual  with  rognes  after  they  have  made  their  far- 
tones.  Forgive  me.  Sir,"  continned  the  Jew, — "  I  am 
only  aony,"  said  Plootyagoaveetch :  "  I  wonld  ha»e 
liked  to  get  a  lesson  from  him,  that  is  to  say,  to  leani 
aervice.*  "  Why  not,"  answered  Moses,  "  but  yon 
don't  want  teachers  for  that :  as  soon  as  you  afTive  in 
the  city,  take  for  a_^cforf  our  Jew  Isaac,  who  filled 
the  same  situation  under  Mr.  Scotiiiko  ;  he  will  assist 
you  in  every  thing ;  will  seek  ont  petitioners  for  yon ; 
establish  an  understanding  with  the  country  practition* 
ers,  and  borrow  money  for  you,  of  course  without  bill 
or  receipt  for  the  same.  I  will  give  yon  letters  to  my 
relations  ani!  to  Isaac  :  rely  entirely  upon  them,  and 
they  will  not  deceive  you  ;  only  assist  us  in  our  small 
Jewish  transactions."  "  With  pleesure,"  said  Plootya- 
goaveetch, "  you  may  depend  npon  me  ;  make  ready 
every  thing  for  to-morrow  and,  in  the  meantime,  good 
night"  Moses  retired,  and  I  crept  out  from  behind 
the  partition. 

•  Under  Ihe  name  of  ifoojSn  or  service,  is  included  the  perfor. 


[t  aecms  originally  lo  have  been  applied  M 

llitary  duty,  and  owing  to  the  organiiuion 

of  the  slate  being  in  Russia  vecy  much 


the  pcrforniance 
of  the  other  depi 
upon  a  RilliUry  model,  the  ttansition  vas  naturuL 

t  Theofl5cBofaJewith/inforinPoUnd(ptODOunEed/flc(oflr) 
is  that  of  general  caterer  for  all  the  wanu  of  the  penoti  who  em- 
ploys him. 
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'Next  day,  Mr.  Plootyagoaveetch  set  off  very  e&rly, 
while  SoDtinko  lay  in  bed  ou  account  of  indisposition- 
The  one  made  haste  for  fear  of  losing  a  single  day  of 
bay-making  while  the  sun  shone  ;  the  otiier  had  no 
cause  to  bestir  himHelf — he  had  reathed  liis  goal. 

IVtr.  Scotinko's  little  buys  ivent  to  play  under  the 
roof  of  tite  etable-yard,*  audi,  having  be«u accustom' 
ed  to  amuse  myself  with  my  master'H  children  when 
I  lived  with  Mr.  Gologordoffeky,  at  their  request. 
joined  them  in  their  frolics,  assisted  them  to  harness 
goate  to  a  little  carriage,  made  a  swiug  for  tbem  of  old 
rope  liameAS,  and  joyfully  put  up  with  the  buffetin[<^ 
and  unpleasantnesB  of  being  pelted  with  snow-balls. — 
Keefka  called  me  from  play  to  work,  but  the  young 
masters  t>colinko  hegged  their  father  lu  order  me  tA 
play  witli  them,  and  the  Jewess  was  obliged  to  submit. 
Although  I  was  younger  than  Scotinko's  clildren,  I 
had  much  more  sharpness  than  they ;  accordingly,  with- 
out delay,  1  availed  myself  of  their  inclination  to- 
wards me,  and  easily  persuaded  them  to  beg  their  pa- 
rents to  lake  me  with  them.  After  dinner,  Mr.  Sco- 
tinko  called  ine  to  liim. 

"  What  brought  thee  into  the  Jew's  service  ?"  asked 
Mr.  Scotinko.  I  related  to  him  the  story  of  Melo- 
veeden's  marriage  and  his  departTire  fur  Moscow,  and, 
falling  at  his  feet,  begged  him  to  deliver  me  from  the 
Jews,  promising  to  serve  him  faithfully  all  my  life. — 
Mr.  Scotiidia  looked  at  liia  wife,  and  she  gave  a  ver- 

*  TbetCabte.faiils  attache)  (a  all  the  peagam's  huuacs  andhni- 
telries,  baiiiDg  honseB,  and  the  like  in  Russia,  are  partly  loofed 
ini  in  Poland  thejaie  often  imliiElj  covered  with  aioof. 
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4ict  in  my  favour.  Scotinka  hnmed  lately  c&lleil  for 
Mosea.  "  By  what  right  doet  thou  held  tlus  boy"  ? 
said  be  roughly.  Moses  hemmed  thrice  heftyte  he  pro- 
iiouoced  the  first  word  of  his  answer.  ■'  His  mHater, 
Meloveeden,  was  owing  lue  money,  and  \^  in  pKwD 
i^ffbcls  with  this  boy."  "  And  thou  darest  to  take  in 
pawn  ChriHtian  subjects  ?"  rejoined  Scotinko.  "  Art 
thou  aware  of  the  ukaze  which  prohibits  Jews  from 
liaving  ChriBtians  ia  tlieir  service  ?  Art  thou  aware  of 
the  ukaze  against  usurem  ?  Shew  n>e  this  instant  the 
deed  by  which  you  liold  that  boy — where  is  his 
passport  ?"  •  Tlie  Jew  was  friglitened.  "  ffrn-nh 
tu  !"  said  he  in  a  low  tone  of  voic^.  Then,  making  a 
most  profound  bow,  he  added — "  1  have  no  papers  re- 
garding him :  the  affair  was  settled  by  word  of  niout}i." 
"  And  BO  you  keep  in  yotu-  house  people  without  pass- 
ports," said  Mr.  tjcotiiiko.  "  Hey  !  bring  plater  and 
ink ;  we  will  do  your  business  immediately.  I  ilutll 
give  in  a  declaration  to  the  authorities  here,  and,  oa 
iriy  arrival  in  Moscow,  shall  not  fail  to  present  a  peti- 
lion.f  In  the  meantime  1  sliall  take  the  boy  with  my- 
self on  my  own  acknowledgement."  "  Your  honour !" 
said  the  Jew  ;  "  is  it  worth  our  wliile  to  quarrel  about 
such  trifles  ?      You  wish  to  take  the  boy  :  take  hira  in 

•  A  passport,  my  refldera  are  probably  awire,  is  B  line  qii& 
iioH  In  Rusaio.  The  msjoriiy  of  ihe  people  being  in  a  state  of 
bondsfie,  and  [he  counliy  embracing  such  a  vast  extent,  escape 
troin  ibeir  mutera  would  be  esiy  and  I'requenl,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  lav,  which  imposea  a  tery  heavy  line  fat  the  harbouring  of 
people  DOt  havir^g  a  pas^pavt. 

t  All  ihe  BfTnirs  of  which  the  eourta  of  law  uke  logniianec 
are  bioughl  before  ihem  in  the  form  of  a  petition. 


IVAN  VEJEEUUEN.  85 

laine.  I  shall  make  no  obstacles  ;  only  pre 
Bcknowteilgonient,  io  order  that  I  may  be  ablt; 
It  for  him  to  Meloveerfen,  wiien  he  asks.  And 
that  you  may  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  my  beha- 
viour, for  your  day's  lodging  here  aud  for  every  tlung 
which  you  have  got  in  my  house,  I  shall  not  charge  a 
kopeek  ;  nayi  over  and  above  that,  I  shall  put  mio 
your  carriage  a  half-dozen  of  Tokay,  tlie  like  of  which 
yon  will  not  find  witliiii  five  hundred  miles.  Will  that 
uatiafy  you  ?"  ''  Very  well,"  eaiit  Scotinko ;  "  hut  haa 
the  boy  any  warm  clothes  for  the  road  ?"  "  No,  but 
1  shall  provide  that  immeiUately,  and,  by  to  morrow, 
every  tiling  shall  be  in  order."  Mr.  Scotinko  sent  us 
oat  of  the  room,  and  ordered  me  to  make  ready  for  ttie 

"  Damned  rascal  I"  exclaimed  Moses  on  meeting 
Rebecca.  "  This  khapoon  is  taking  away  our  Vauky." 
Reefka  got  into  a  violent  passion,  bat  Moses  said 
Eometbitig  in  their  own  jargon,  which  pacified  her,  and 
ahe  patted  me  on  the  head.  Moses  took  me  up  stairs 
into  his  own  room,  sat  down  in  his  arm-chair,  and 
said  ;  "  Vanky  !  you  are  a  good  Imy,  and  will  surely 
not  forget  all  the  kindness  whicli  you  have  received 
from  us  ?"  "  What  kindness  ?"  asked  I.  "  How  1 
have  we  not  given  you  meat  and  drink,  and  clothes  ?" 
■■  But  have  not  I  worked  from  morning  to  nig;ht '(" 
'•  Hihsh  tu  !  You  know,  every  body  must  work. 
But  tell  me  :  you  have  not  been  ill  treated  here  i" 
"  Not  particularly  well,"  answered  I  bluntly :  "  much 
(Irudgery  and  poor  fare."  "  Don't  slight  us,  Vanky: 
you  might  have  fared  worse  with  anotlier.     We  have, 


86  IVAN  VEJEEGHEN. 

at  least,  never  beateii  you,  while  other  masters  make 
their  people  work  without  feeding  them,  and  flog  them 
into  the  bai^fain,  witliout  even  gfiving-  them  liberty  to 
cry."  "  I  camiot  complain  of  yon  for  tliat :  yon  did 
not  beat  me,"  said  I.  "  And  tlierefore  yon  ought  to 
be  ^teful  to  ub  :  here  is  a  whole  half-rouble  piece  la 
you  for  your  services ;  and,  if  any  one  wliould  qnestion 
you  about  us,  say  that  you  neither  saw  nor  beard  any 
thing  bad  about  us,  and  that  we  are  poor  people  al- 
ways pinched  for  mouRy."  "  But  the  ducats,  you 
know."  "  ^Vhat  ducats  ?  The  boy  is  crazed :  you 
never  saw  any  ducate  with  us."  "  Be  it  so,"  an- 
swered I,  merely  to  get  rid  of  the  Jew.  "  You  yonr- 
aelf  have  seen  how  we  love  the  Christiana,  and  assist 
them,  sell  spirits  and  grain  on  credit  to  the  peasants, 
and  give  alms  to  poor  people."  "  Dry  bread,'"  said 
I,  "  which  you  would  throw  to  the  cattle,  if  no  beggar 
should  make  his  appearance."  "  Vanky,  Vanky,  don't 
alight  us  I  Here  is  another  half-rouble  piece  to  yon. 
Isn't  it  true  that  we  are  good,  compassionate,  poor 
people  f "  I  held  my  tongue.  Moses  put  the  money 
3  my  hand  and  kissed  me,  adding ;  "  You  will 
surely  speak  well  of  us  ?"  "  I  will,  I  will ;"  said  I, 
mnning  down  stairs  to  my  new  masters.  The  Jew 
bought  me  a  second-hand  sheepskin  coat,  a  cap  and 
gloves  :  Reefka  gave  me  for  the  road  a  whole  string' 
of  baT-an/eies,  part  of  which  I  ate,  and  part  gave  away 
0  Mr.  Scotinko's  sons'  dogs  in  virtue  of  their  autho- 
ity  over  me.  I  passed  the  night  iu  plea>iant  musings 
upon  my  adventures.  The  hope  of  meeting  with  my 
good  Meloveeden  kept  up  my  spirits :  I  wished  for 
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ittg  more  in  life.  Next  morning  every  thing  was 
y  for  our  departure.  I  was  ordered  to  place  my- 
behind  the  carriage,  along  with  the  valet,  and  we 


CHAPTER  IX. 


Uiieipei!i*d  nieeOng — Cliauge  of  life — My  Aunt — My  Edutation. 

We  arrived,  without  any  adrenture,  in  Moscow.  A 
house  bad  been  previously  hired  and  famished  for  our 
accommodation  by  Mr.  Scotinko's  house- steward,  who 
had  been  dispatched  some  months  previous.  Mr.  Sco- 
titiko  liad  in  Moscow  many  acquaintances  among  the 
people  in  office,  who  assembled  at  his  house  with  their 
wivea  once  a  week  to  dinner,  and  twice  a  week  to  spend 
the  evening  at  cards.  Mr.  Scotinko,  soon  after  his 
arrival,  engaged  a  French  governor  for  his  sons,  and 
a  French  governess  for  liis  daughters.  Besides  that, 
they  Iiad  teachers,  who  came  into  the  house  every  day 
to  give  them  lessons.  My  duty  consisted  in  waiting 
upon  the  sons,  keeping  the  school-room  clean,  and 
being  in  attendance  during  tlie  lessons,  to  fulfil  the 
different  orders  of  the  teachers  and  young  gentlemen. 
Besides  that,  I  waited  at  table  during  dinner,  and  eice- 
cuted  the  commissions  of  Madam  Scotinko  in  different  d 
shops ;  also  carried  through  the  town  her  notes  to  her  4 
different  friends,  went  to  the  Apothecary's  shop  for 
medicmes,  and  fed  the  birds  and  lap-dogs  which  were 
favourites  of  my  mistress.  I  was,  what  is  called, 
chamber-boy.  I  wore  a  Cossack-dress,  and  went  by 
the  name  of  Kcusatchok,  (little  Cossack.)  Gifted  by 
nature  with  a  liappy  memory  and  quick  perception,  in 
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a  few  months,  I  learned  from  the  cook  to  read  and 
write  Russian,  and  the  first  four  rules  of  arithmetic ; 
and,  from  being  present  during  the  lessons  of  my  mas- 
ter s  sons,  in  the  course  of  half  a  year,  I  picked  up  a 
number  of  French  and  German  words,  and  formed 
some  acquaintance  with  geographical  aud  historical 
names.  The  teachers,  observing  my  docility  and  cu- 
riosity, examined  me  sometimes  for  their  own  amuse- 
ment, concerning  what  I  recollected  of  the  lessons 
which  I  had  heard,  and  explained  to  me  what  I  did 
not  understand.  In  this  way  I  became  a  learned  man 
among  the  lackeys.  I  was  content  with  my  lot,  com- 
paring it  with  my  situation  imder  the  Jew ;  and,  al- 
though the  servants  in  general  in  Mr.  Scotinko's  house 
were  kept  and  fed  very  indifiPerently,  more  from  neglect 
than  niggardliness,  yet  I  had  my  own  perquisites, 
which  made  up  for  other  insufficiencies.  I  got  the 
fragments  of  the  children's  breakfasts  and  suppers ;  got 
presents  of  money  for  gingerbread  in  the  dressmakers* 
and  apothecaries'  shops,  and  in  other  places  where  I 
chanced  to  be  on  my  mistress's  business :  besides  thsty 
I  played  at  orknoky*  with  the  neighbouring  boys  and 
vorreiters,f  and  partly  by  good  luck,  partly  by  skill, 
almost  always  gained.  I  thus  succeeded  in  acquiring 
for  myself  a  small  capital,  which  was  sufficient  to  serve 
the  purpose  of  allaying  my  hunger,  and  gratifying  my 
palate.     In  this  way  I  passed  a  year  and  a  half  in  Mr. 

• 

*  <  The  little  eagle,'  a  game  at  cards. 

•f-  The  coachmen  do  not  drive  four-in-hand  in  Rassia,  but  the 
two  front  horses  are  managed  by  a  little  boy  called  from  the 
German  ^  vorreiter,*  literally  ^  fore-rider.* 
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Scotinko's  houae  at  Moacow,  without  caring  for  the; 
foture,  or  anticipating  any  amelioration  of  my  condi- 
tion. My  moet  flattering  hopfH  went  no  farther  tban 
to  occupy,  in  time,  the  situation  of  valet  de  chambre 
to  one  of  my  master's  Bons,  or  to  return  to  my  former 
benefactor  Meloveeden,  whose  afRibility  and  goodnesi 
of  Boul  had  made  a  lasting  impreNxion  on  my  heart 
and  memory. 

But  fate  ordered  it  otherwise.  I  was  one  day  ia  a. 
dresHmaker's  shop,  waiting  till  some  work  should  bft 
finished  for  my  lady.  On  a  sudden  there  entered  the 
shop,  a  lady,  dressed  very  elegantlvi  who  began,  to 
look  at  different  articles  which  were  for  sale.  Her 
flyea  happening  to  fall  upon  me,  she  stopped  and  look- 
ed atedfastly  witji  particular  emotion.  She  again  fell 
to  examine  the  goods,  but,  as  it  were  by  some  invo- 
luntary attraction,  her  eyes  incessantly  wandered  to* 
wards  me.  At  last,  she  crould  no  longer  get  the  better 
of  her  inward  feeling,  but  came  up  to  me.  "  WhoM 
boy  are  you,  my  dear?"  said  the  lady  affably,  patting 
me  upon  the  cheek.  "  I  myself  don't  know ;"  said  L 
"  I  am,  at  present,  a  sei'vant  with  Mr.  Scotinko." 
"  Who  is  tliia  Mr,  Scotinko  }"  "  A  rich  gentleman 
who  came  to  live  in  Moscow  about  a  year  and  a  half- 
ago,  and  I  entered  his  service  on  tile  way."  "  And 
so  you  are  free,  and  not  a  serf?"  "  I  really  don't 
know  whose  1  am  :  I  was  brought  up  in  Byalo-ruaM& 
in  the  bo^se  of  Mr.  Gologordoffsky."  At  these  words 
the  lady  interrupted  my  reciial,  hastily  left  the  shop, 
and  ordered  me  to  follow  her.  She  sent  her  footman 
to  the  carriage,  as  he  stood  waiting  on  the  steps  before 
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e'door,  and  there  cuntinued  ibc  dialo^e  with  me. 
"  What  ifl  your  name  ?"  "  Ivan."  "  How  old  are 
yon  ?"  "  I  don't  know."  "  You  say  that  you  were 
!>rought  np  in  the  hoQHe  of  Mr.  Gologordoffjiky,"  said 
the  lady  :  *'  but  who  are  your  parents  ?"  "  I  don't 
know:  I  am  an  ori>han."  All  this  time,  I  stared  in 
\\ie  lady's  htx,  and  observed  that  she  blushed,  and 
ihat  lier  eyes  were  filled  with  tears.  "  Ivan  I"  said 
nhe,  in  a,  low  lone  of  voice  ;  then,  after  a  short  silence, 
"he  added  :  "  Vanushka,*  liave  not  you  a  mark  on 
your  left  shoulder  ?"  "  But  how  do  you  know  that, 
Ma'am,  that  I  have  a  {.Teat  scar  on  my  shoulder  ?" 
At  these  words,  the  lady  put  her  faaodkercliief  to  her 
^yes,  and  remained  for  some  time  silent.  At  last  she 
ki»sed  me,  asked  where  Mr.  Scotiuko  lived,  gave  me 
a  silver  rouble,  and  ordering  roe  not  to  tell  any  body  of 
HUT  meeting  and  of  her  questions,  went  into  her  car- 
riage, saying,  "  We  shall  see  one  another  soon." 

My  eyes  followed  the  good  lady  to  her  carriage,  and 
[  returned  to  the  ithop.  A»  I  had  an  agreeable  coim- 
tenance  in  my  childhood,  I  was  frequently  taken  notice 
of  by  people  who  did  not  know  me,  particularly  fe- 
males, who  would  stop  lae  on  die  street ;  but  no  si- 
milar adventure  had  made  such  a  powerful  impression 
upon  me  as  this  meeting.  My  heart  beat  strongly : 
the  lady's  heautiftil  features,  and  her  black  eyes,  were 
continually  present  in  my  imagination ;  and  her  soft 
voice   resounded  in   my  ears.      I  returned  home  sad. 

I^iught  I  dreamifd  of  the  good  lady  ; 
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awoke  and  fell  a  crying  from  grief  and  vexation,  thai 
I  had  not  met  with  such  kind  masters.  I  wished  to 
get  into  the  serrice  of  that  kind,  affable  lady !  Of 
other  feelings  I  had  no  idea. 

Nest  morning,  at  twelve  o'clock,  there  stopped  at  our 
gate  a  coach  and  six,  witJi  tliree  livery  servants.  One 
of  the  footmen  came  into  the  lobby,  and  begged  h) 
let  Mr.  Scotinko  know,  that  prince  Tciivanoff  wished 
to  speak  with  Mm  upon  very  important  business.  Mr, 
Scotinko  who  was  sitting  in  hia  moming-gowu,  imme- 
diately put  on  hi8  coat,  ordered  the  servants  to  reqnnt 
the  prince  to  come  in,  and  wuted  for  him  in  the  lobb]'. 
The  prince  was  a  man  of  about  seventy  years  of  age ; 
his  &ce  was  covered  with  wrinkles  and  red  spots ;  his 
bald  head  was  covered  with  a  paste  made  of  powder 
and  pomatum  ;  and  the  remains  of  his  grey  hairs  were 
formed  into  curls  and  tied  with  a  queu.  He  could 
hardly  move  his  legs,  and  hia  footmen  took  him  under 
their  arms  with  as  much  precaution  as  if  he  had  been 
made  of  glass,  and  might  be  shivered  to  pieces  by  llie 
smallest  slip.  Mr.  Scotinko  received  the  prince  with. 
low  bows,  and  condncted  him  into  the  drawing-room ; 
but  the  prince  wished  to  speak  with  him  in  privatei 
and  they  entered  into  a  closet  where  they  remained 
about  an  hour.  At  last,  Mr,  Scotinko  looked  out  of 
the  closet  and  called  me.  1  thought  tliat  he  wanted 
me  to  fetch  something,  but  wliat  was  my  astonish- 
went  when  Mr.  Scotinko,  pomting  me  out  to  the  prince, 
said,  "  There  he  is ;"  when  the  prince,  stroldug  my 
head,  and  patting  my  cheeks,  muttered  something  in 
a  foreign  language.     "  Vauky,"  said  Mr.  Scotinko  to 
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me,  "  go  iininediate)}'  with  his  liigltnesB.  1  have  no 
Icmger  anthority  over  ymi :  liere  is  your  benefactor." 
I  was  so  thnndeTHtnick  with  these  words,  that  I  made 
no  KiiBwer,  but  stood  motionless.  The  prince  rose, 
shook  liands  with  Mr.  Scotinko,  and  tottered  towardii 
the  door,  leaning  upon  my  shoulder.  In  the  lobbyi 
Mr.  Scotinko  swd  to  me  :  "  Now,  adieu,  Vanya :  you 
are  no  more  my  serrant :  go  with  hia  highnens."  The 
valet  gave  me  my  cap,  and  I  went  out  with  the  prince 
into  the  street.  I  was  almost  frightened,  when  the 
prince  ordered  me  to  sit  in  the  carriage  alongside  of 
himself.  I  was  in  such  confusion,  that  I  did  not  dare 
to  ]ift  my  eyes  or  to  take  my  breath.  Fortunately  the 
prince  was  silent  all  the  way,  and  slumbered.  My 
heart  finttered,  when  we  halted  beside  an  elegant 
house.  Ignorance  of  one's  lot  occasions  somelimes 
more  nneaainesa  than  real  misfortune. 

We  had  hardly  entered  the  rooms  which  glittered 
with  gold,  bronze,  and  marble,  and  were  adorned  with 
carpets  and  pictures,  when  the  prbic«  sat  down  on  a 
mfs,  and  ordered  the  honse-steward  to  be  sent  for.  I, 
the  mean  while,  stood  at  the  doors,  anil  looked  upon 
every  thing  with  a  curious  eye.  The  steward  entered. 
"  Take  this  boy,"  said  the  prince,  "  and  go  witli  him 
to  a  tailor  and  sempstress  ;  buy  for  him  the  best  sort 
of  linen,  and  fashionable  clothes  for  his  time  of  life ; 
dress  him  as  neat  as  a  doll,  and  as  fine  as  a  prince ; 
get  hia  hair  cut,  wash  him,  clean  him  ;  and  after  doing 
all  this  as  well  as  possible,  take  him  to  Adelaida  Pe- 
trovna.  Dost  thon  hear?" — "  I  hear,  your  highness.'' 
"  Let  every  thing  be  ready  hy  six  o'clock ;    I  shall 
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myself  be  lit  her  Bouse  in  the  evening."  The  steward 
liei^koned  to  nie,  and  I  followed  liim. 

Without  faither  questions  lie  seated  me  beside  him- 
self on  a  haekiiey-droshky,  and  took  me  to  a  tailor. 
Here  he  left  me,  ordering  the  tailor  to  execute  imme- 
diately the  pritice'a  eoramiseion,  and  saying  that  he 
would  come  back  for  me  in  a  few  hours.  The  tvlur'g 
wife  weut  out  aiid  bought  lineu  for  me.  The  tailot 
Hoi^ht  out  a  beautiful  ready-made  jacket  and  trowsen 
of  violet-coloured  keraeymera,  with  gilded  buttoiiH> 
The  shoemaker  brought  shoes  for  me.  My  hair  had 
been  cut  in  a  circular  form,  in  the  old  RuH^an  fa- 
shion. *  The  hair-dresser  cut  it  in  the  prevailii^ 
mode,  and  put  it  into  curls.  The  landlady  soon  re- 
turned  with  linen,  and  with  on  embroidered  shirt-neck. 
She  herself  washed  me,  dressed  mp,  and  could  hardly 
keep  from  kissing  ray  rosy  cheeks.  I  scarcely  knew 
myself  when  I  looked  into  the  mirror,  and  perc«i*ed 
with  inward  satisfaction  that  I  was  prettier  than  tlia 
young  GologordoJTskys,  Kcotinkos,  and  all  the  boys 
whom  1  had  seen  in  their  houses.  The  honse-steward 
■  soon  returned,  and  was  iike«-ise  struck  with  my  rae- 
tainorphosis.  We  again  mounted  a  hackney-droahkyi- 
and  drove  to  the  place  painted  out  by  the  prince.  I 
asked  no  questions,  being  quite  absorbed  in  admiratioii 
of  my  clothes. 

>  Thia  operation  is  often  pcrrormed  scnonit  the  peasantB  bf 

laled  upon,  and  dipping  all  round  by  the  biim  oft  be  bowl.  la 
addition  to  Ihia,  among  the  Russian  melhodiats,  dt  ilarovayrili, 
(old  believers),  in  >ome  protiuMS,  the;  clip  a  considerable  ipaM 
lOund  the  crown  quite  bnie. 
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On  arriving  at  a  little  neat  wooden  houae,  we  stop- 
|)ed,  ant]  the  steward  led  me  by  tbe  hand  along  with 
liim.  A  footnwn  opened  the  door  into  the  dininff- 
roam  ;  and  I  alnioBl  fainted  with  joy  when  I  saw  the 
Tcry  same  lady  who,  the  day  before,  liad  qoestionec) 
me  at  the  dresEmaker's.  Ths  lady  herself  Rcreamed 
for  joy,  threw  her  anna  about  my  ncuk,  kissed  me,  and 
leading  me  into  anodier  room,  dismissed  the  Hiewu'd. 
When  we  remained  alone,  the  lady  sat  down  on  a  sofa, 
neated  me  beside  her,  ordered  ine  to  take  off  my  jacket, 
and,  on  examining  the  mark  on  my  left  sboulder,  fell 
a  crying.  I  also  cried,  thinking  that  the  good  lady 
liail  some  canse  Tor  her  grief.  "  Vanya,"  said  she  to 
me,  '"  yoQ  will  now  be  no  more  a  servant.  You  are 
ray  own  nephew,  my  mster's  eon.  You  ought  to  call 
me  ouDt,  and  not  to  tell  any  body  what  you  were  he- 
fare.  Yon  will  now  he  a  young  gentleman,  exactly 
such  as  the  sons  of  Gologordoffiiky  and  ijcotiuko." — 
"  Oh  no,  annt  1"  said  I,  "  I  want  to  be  much  better 
tlian  they.  They  behave  very  ill  to  poor  boji)  and 
servants,  raise  disturbances,  cheat  their  parent*,  and 
don't  learn  their  leaaona."  In  place  of  any  answer  my  . 
aimt  loBBed  me.  "  Do  you  want  any  thing,  Vanya," 
asked  she.  "  I  am  hungry,  aunt."  She  rang  th& 
bell,  and  a  maid  servant  appeared,  whom  she  ordered 
to  give  me  something  tn  eat,  telling  her  who  I  was, 
and  ordering  her  to  shew  me  into  a  separate  room, 
where  all  was  to  be  arran^red  for  my  comfort. 

iVly  aunt,  Adelaida  Petrovna,  was  a  woman  of 
iliirty  years  of  age,  but  to  appearance  was  much 
younger.     She  was  a  beauty  in  the  full  sense  of  the 
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wonL  Her  black  hair,  which  was  soft  as  down, 
gave  a  particwiar  shading  to  her  delicately  white  /ace. 
A  fresh  rosy  hue  adorned  her  cheeks.  The  lines  of 
her  countenance  were  regular,  and  enlivened  with  ■ 
sweet  smile  and  eipreasion  of  goodness  of  heart.  Her 
black  eyes,  rendered  more  expressive  by  long  eye- 
lashes and  finely-arched  eyebrows,  drew  upon  them 
the  gaze  of  the  by-slander,  like  the  attraction  of  the 
magnet  for  iron.  Her  full  rosy  lips,  and  teeth  than 
which  nothing  could  be  whiter,  were  an  irresistible 
temptation  to  kiss  her  charming  little  mouth.  She 
was  of  a  tall  form  and  elegant  figure.  In  a  word,  my 
nnat's  exterior  was  encliantiug ;  but  her  affable  and 
agreeable  behaviour  added  cliarma  to  her  beauty.  She 
spoke  French  and  Italian,  played  exceedingly  well  on 
the  piano-forle,  and  sang  like  a  nightingale.  She 
lived  very  genteelly.  Her  house  was  comfortable,  and 
well  famished.  She  had  in  her  service  two  footmen, 
two  maid  servants,  a  man-cook,  a  coachman,  and  K 
poller  for  dirty  work.  The  stable  contained  a  paic 
of  good  horses.  There  was  plenty  of  every  thing  in 
,  the  house,  She  had  many  visitors,  but  very  few  of 
them  females ;  and  they  consieled  only  of  some  actress- 
es And  foreigners.  Once  a-week  she  liad  a  mnaical 
aoirie,  when  there  was  an  assembly  of  virtnosoe  and 
cannoisseurs,  for  the  most  part  elderly  gentlemen. 
Middle-aged  people  uid  young  men  came  only  whea 
any  of  their  relations  brought  them,  and  that  was  veiy 
seldom.  Besides  this,  my  aunt  had,  every  day,  guests 
at  tea,  and  some  to  dinner  and  supper.  Prince  Tch- 
vanolf  was  a  daily  visitor,  and  held  in  a  maimer  tlie. 
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rank  of  papa  in  the  bouse.  The  servants  were  ruled 
hy  him  as  if  he  were  their  toaster ;  and  my  aiuit  obey- 
ed him  in  every  thing,  though  sometimes  agaioBt  her 
will,  as  I  observed.  Sometimea  the  prince  qunrrellisil 
with  my  aunt  when  ibey  were  ahme,  and  she  always 
shed  tears  upon  such  oC4:a8ionB,  and  would  even  at 
times  fait  into  fits.  Then  the  prince  would  kins  her 
hands,  he^;  forgiveness ;  and  iriendship  would  be  re- 
eBtabli^hed  on  its  former  footinj:;.  Only,  I  ohservetl 
clearly  and  understood,  that  the  prince's  viaiitt  were 
not  agreeable  to  my  aunt :  she  always  made  wry  faces 
when  Lis  carriage  drew  up  at  the  door,  and  alwaya 
had  a  pleasant  smile  on  her  countenance  when  she 
drove  out  along  with  the  prince. 

My  annt  was  one  of  those  women  who  n^nl  beauty 
as  of  the  greatest  value,  and  dress  as  the  most  indis- 
pensable requisite  of  life ;  and  her  principal  gratifies ' 
Iran  WSB  derived  from  the  admiration  of  the  men,  and 
the  envy  of  the  women.  The  greatest  part  of  her 
time  was  spent  in  contriving  how  she  might  dress,  and 
appear  in  public,  with  all  the  splendour  of  beauty  and 
wealth.  Besides,  her  favourite  occupation,  music,  she 
made  use  of  only  as  a  cover,  to  bring  to  her  house 
people  who  moved  in  good  society,  who  merely,  on 
dm  account,  passed  themselves  off  for  amateurs  of 
thai  art.  She  was  the  widow  of  an  Italian  named 
Baritono,  who  had  at  one  time  been  a  teacher  of  music 
and  singing.  I  knew  nothing  of  the  origin  of  my 
annt,  and  she  never  spoke  with  any  one  either  abont 
her  own  relations,  or  about  the  place  of  her  birth. 
She  called  herself  a  Russian,  and  went  occasionally 
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to  the  RuBgian  church  to  morning  and  afternoon  pniy- 
Ts,  *  but  only  on  the  principal  holidays.  At  dw 
time  when  I  became  an  inmate  of  her  honse,  ahe.  ww 
upon  particularly  friendly  terms  with  a  young  gentle- 
nmn  of  scanty  fortune,  who  held  some  petty  situation 
under  government,  Semen  Semenoveetch  Flaiaeereen, 
He  executed  all  my  aunt's  commissions,  squired  bM  to 
the  theatre,  to  coucerts,  and  promenades,  and  would 
pop  into  the  house  aeveral  times  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  hut  always  when  old  prince  TehvanofF  was  not 
there.  PlajseeTeen  would  only  sometimes  on  the  ma- 
sicaJ  foirees  address  himself  to  my  aunt  in  the  pre- 
Hence  of  the  prince,  and  would  then  behave  towards 
her  with  a  distant  respect,  as  if  there  was  no  particubr 
intimacy  between  them,  but  only  a  muflical  acquain- 
tanc«.  My  aunt's  other  confidant  was  a  French  abbo^ 
Pretatout,  a  man  of  about  five-and -forty,  of  an  agree* 
able  exterior,  and  very  pleasant  coropany.  He  waa 
the  domestic  friend  of  prince  Tchvanoff,  and  lived  with 
him  in  the  capacity  of  toad-eater ;  received  a  ealary,  w, 
properly  speaking,  a  pension,  for  the  education  of  hia 
son  (who  waa  already  in  the  service  at  Petersbnrgh)  j 
kept  the  prince's  library  in  order,  looked  after  the 
pic.tuies,  and  was  his  agent  in  aU  private  traneactioaB. 
Abbe  Pretatout  was  lil^ewise  almost  every  day  widi 
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my  aunt,  bat  never  met  with  Plaiaeerecn,  My  aunt 
observed  the  greatext  orilerin  all  her  aflbirs,  aud  a.  pai- 
ticnlar  time  was  fixed  for  every  visit.  Her  honae  had 
four  entrances,  each  from  a  separate  room  and  a  sepa- 
rate «ide !  one  from  the  street,  another  lieaide  the 
gateway,  a  third  from  the  I«ckdoor,  and  a  foiirtli  from 
tbB  garden.  The  visitors  could  come  and  f[o,  if  ntiy 
aunt  wished  it,  without  meeting  one  another.  All 
who  visited  my  aunt,  appeared  strongly  attached  to 
her ;  but  I  was  much  astonished  that  the  very  same 
gentlemen  who  were  so  very  friendly  with  lier  at  home, 
would  not  make  a  bow  to  her  on  the  street  or  in  the 
theatre,  when  they  were  in  company  with  other  fe> 
males,  but  would  always  turn  aside,  as  if  tliey  did  n 
oliflerve  her.  The  fi'males  would  look  at  her  with 
snuje  or  a  scowl,  and  on  doing  no  would  almost  alt  1 
waj^  whisper  between  themselves.  But  my  au 
so  good  that  nothing  excited  her  anger.  Si 
very  aflable  to  her  servants,  and  only  sometimes  got  j 
into  a  passion  with  her  cbambemiaid,  when,  in 
ing  her  to  dress,  she  put  any  tiling  awry,  either  invo- 
luntarily or  intentionally.  But  she  always  made  i^ 
fur  any  little  crosHneea  of  temper  with  kind  words  and 
presents  after  it  was  over,  and,  on  that  account,  the 
chambermaid  was  more  attached  to  her  than  the  other 
servants  were.  In  a  word,  my  amit  was  loved  by  aH 
who  knew  her ;  and  1,  though  I  knew  her  last  of  all, 
loved  her  more  than  all,  and  was  myself  the  first  oli>- 
ject  of  her  tenderness  and  care. 

I  bad  a  room  for  myself,  with  a  clean  bed,  and  ft  | 
I'hesi  of  drawers  filled  with  clothes  and  linen.     Mf 
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aunt  and  Iter  maidservant  fed  me  and  careBsed  me  from 
morning  to  night.  Every  day  my  aunt  look  me  out 
to  walk  along  with  her,  aiid  praised  loudly  my  per- 
Honal  appearaacp.  All  Iter  acquaintances  aii<l  friends 
caressed  me,  and  made  me  presents  of  confections  and 
toys.  Three  months  had  elapsed  since  my  change  of 
condition,  and  1  had  no  remembrance  of  it.  Some- 
times I  would  dream  of  my  former  situation ;  tlien  I 
would  awake  witli  a  scream,  and  fall  a  crying  bitterly, 
dreading  a  return  of  the  iron  age  of  my  childhood. 
I  would  always  repeat  my  frightful  dreams  to  my 
aunt,  who  comforted  me  with  the  assurance  that  my 
misfortunes  would  never  be  renewed.  At  last,  I  gnr 
dtially  l)e.gan  to  forget  my  former  condition  ;  but  that 
m  pardonable  in  the  years  of  childhood.  How  many 
grown-up  people  forget  in  prosperity  what  they  were 
before  1  and,  what  is  worse  than  that,  avoid  people 
who  were  the  means  of  drawing  them  out  of  poveTtyl 
I  was  not  like  them,  at  least  in  tliat  respect,  fur  I 
ailored  my  aunt. 

One  day  Plaiseereen  came  very  early  in  tlie  morn- 
ing, and  not  at  his  usual  lime.  Coffee  waa  served  i^, 
and  niy  aunt  sent  for  me  to  come  into  the  room. — 
"  Vanya,"  she  said,  "  it  is  time  for  you  to  be  learain([ 
Momething ;  according  to  my  calculation,  you  most  nonr 
be  at  least  twelve  years  old.  Semen  SemeRoreetclt 
has  loi^t  out  teachers  for  you.  Yon  will  have  to  I 
learn  French  and  German,  to  play  on  the  piano-foite 
and  dance.  Do  you  wish  that  ?"  "  Wliy  should  not 
1,  ftnnt,  if  it  is  agreeable  to  you."  "  Recollect  that, 
if  yon  l«ni  your  lessons,  yua  will  be  always  as  well 
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dressed  as  yon  are  ftt  present,  and  hare  always  a  good 
dinner ;  but,  if  you  leam  nothing,  you  may  be  again 
iinfortonate."  Trembling  seized  upon  me  at  these 
words,  and  I  said  with  a  tremulous  voice — ^^  I  will  he 
very  attentive  to  my  lessons,  aimt  I"  **  Very  well," 
answered  she,  and  turning  to  Plaiseereen,  added,  '^  I 
have  told  you  already  that  he  must  be  provided  with 
a  family  name  ;*  this  day  must  decide  it ;  consider." 
Plaiseereen  thought  a  little,  walked  several  times  up 
and  down  the  room,  and  said,  ^^  You  told  me,  Ade-* 
laida  Petrovna,  that  you  recognized  your  nephew  by 
bis  astonishing  resemblance  to  his  deceased  &ther,  and 
that  your  conjectures  were  confirmed  by  a  scar  which 
remained  upon  his  shoulder  from  the  cauterizing  of  a 
wen  in  his  infancy^  ^^  Exactly  so,"  replied  my  aunt* 
"  And,  therefore,  your  nephew,  should  be  called 
*  Vejeeghen*  (the  seared)  ;  this  characteristic  appella-* 
tion  wiU  keep  up  in  his  memory  the  fortunate  change 

in  his  life  from  that  mark,  and "     My  aunt 

did  not  allow  him  to  finish  the  sentence.  ^'  Excel- 
lent, excellent,"  exclaimed  she  ;  "  henceforth  Vanya 
shall  be  called  Ivan  Ivanoveetch  Vejeeghen.  Do  you 
hear,  Vanya  ?"  "  I  hear."  "  Now,  what  is  your  name  ?" 
"  Ivan  Ivanoveetch  Vejeeghen."  "  Very  well,"  said 
my  aunt,  "  but  what  are  you  ?"  "  The  nephew  of 
Adelaida  Petrovna  Baritone."  "  Could  not  be  better," 

*  There  are  two  surnames  used  amongst  people  not  in  the  very 
lowest  class  of  society;  the  patronymic  ending  in  off  ot  veetch. 
which  is  the  ohly  surname  usual  among  the  peasants,  and  the  fa^m 
mily  name  which  generally  originates  from  the  profession  or  some 
peculiar  quality  or  habit  of  the  first  of  the  family  to  which  it  has 
been  applied. 

F   3 


102 


IVAN  VEJEEGHEN. 


said  my  aunt.  "  Now,  recollect  iLat  your  father  was 
a  genlleman  in  an  official  situation,  and  that  hia  name 
WBH  IvanofF;  besides,  be  amassed  fur  binittelf  a  decent 
fortune,  bnt  unfortunately  ruined  liitnself  and  died  in 
the  time  of  your  infancy  ;  bnt  your  tnotlier,  my  ainter, 
also  B  lady  by  birth,  who  married  for  love,  died  the 
year  after  she  bron^ht  you  into  the  world.  As  your 
father  left  no  relatiooH,  it  iK  all  the  name  to  j^n, 
whether  you  call  yourself  Ivanoff  or  Vpjeeghen."  I 
held  my  tongue  and  listened.  "  Now,  VanyEi,  go  int» 
yonr  own  room,"  said  my  aunt;  "  to-morrow  jfour 
Icsaone  will  begin."  Flaiseere^n,  who  loved  a  jeM, 
made  a.  bow  to  me,  adding,  "  A  revoir,  Ivan  Ivano- 
veetch  Vejeeghen ;  I  beg  you  will  love  and  reverence 
your  godfather."  My  aunt  smiled  and  said,  "  I 
allow  you  to  love  him,  but  I  forbid  yon  to  follow  his 
Rxample,  otherwise  you  will  deserve  the  appellation  of 
a  TnoMvaui  sujet."  This  French  expression  I  knew 
long  ago,  as  Gologordoffsky's  and  Scotinko's  children 
were  so  called  to  their  fttce  by  their  teachers  ;  there- 
fore, as  in  duty  bound,  1  without  hesitation  replied— 
"  Don't  he  atraid,  aunt ;  I  shall  endeavour  not  to  re- 
semble Semen  Semcnoveetch." 

Next  day,  the  teachers  made  tlieirappearance.  The 
first,  a  German,  Mr.  Biersaufer,  an  old  snuify  fellow, 
with  a  pimpled  tace  on  which  flourished  the  laurels  of 
Bacchus ;  another,  a  yomig Frenchman,  Monsieur  Felis, 
a  ^idevant  journeyman  in  a  pomatum  manufactory,  who, 
by  teaching  begitmers,  had  taught  himself  to  become  a 
teacher  and  governor.  Mr.  Schmiemoten,  also  a  Ger- 
man, teacher  of  music  and  singing,  although  he  was 
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well  acquainted  witli  the  theory  of  music,  played  sa 
wretchedly  on  the  piano-forte,  and  equalled  so  loudly\ 
and  anliannoninusly,  that  all  in  the  houae  slapped  theia> 
eam  whenever  he  tooli  it  into  his  lip^  to  ain^  or  p^f. 
after  a  leaaos.  I  learned  to  [laui;e  at  a  dancing-school 
k^t  by  a  lame  theatrical  dancer  who  had  broken  liie 
leg  in  perfonuuig  the  pait  of  some  prodigy  iu  a  grand 
balUt. 

My  language -niaetera  followed  quite  opposite 
methods.  When  I  hail  learned  the  letters,  the  Ger- 
man applied  himieSf  to  beat  into  my  head  the  graimnar 
rules ;  while  the  Frenchman,  paying  little  attention  t«i 
die  grammar,  fell  to  work,  tuodi  and  nail,  and  en- 
deavoured to  cram  me  with  a^  many  worda  and  phraiies 
as  possible.  Ab  in  our  house  they  jabbered  French 
continually,  and  almost  all  the  visitors,  vying  with  one 
another,  examined  me  touching  my  progress  in  the 
French  language,  1  very  soon  learned  to  chatter  it  my~ 
self,  and  completely  to  imderstaiid  every  thing  that  was 
said,  to  the  great  delight  of  my  aunt.  Wiien  1  already 
understood  what  1  read,  iMonsieur  Felix  began  to  teach 
me  the  grammar,  that  is  to  say,  he  told  me  the  mean- 
ing of  genders,  substantives,  and  adjectives  ;  and  taught 
me  how  to  apply  the  articles,  and  conjugate  Eictive 
Tierbs.  In  the  course  of  a  year,  I  had  already  learned 
to  talk  French  almost  as  well,  and  to  say  the  least, 
almost  as  boldly  as  any  of  our  acquauttances  ;  but  in 
the  German  language  I  had  scarcely  reached  the  de- 
clensions. I  played  on  the  piano-forte  much  better 
than  my  master,  and  sung  so  ^reeably,  that,  on  our 
musical  evenings,  I  would  perform  a  solo.     Dancing 
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was  a  pleasure  to  me ;  in  the  course  of  8  yew,  I  leaiH' 
ed  not  only  the  waltz  and  quadrille,  but  minuet,  alle- 
inande,  matadore,  and  all  the  tashionahle  hops  of  the 
ilay.  lu  tile  fourteenth  year  of  my  age,  and  after  one 
year's  schooling,  I  had  become  in  the  words  of  my 
aunt,  'wtjeune  htmutte  accompli' — a  chatterer,  free  and 
easy,  in  iny  mannera  and  even  forward :  all  these  quaU- 
ties  were  called  marks  of  genius.  It  was  proposed  in 
a  council  of  my  aunt's  friends,  to  send  me  to  a  first- 
rate  boarding-school,  in  order  to  make  me  a  learned 
man.  Prince  Tchvanoff  took  upon  himself  to  defray 
the  expence  of  my  education.  But,  as  my  aant  wished 
on  no  account  to  be  separated  from  me,  on  my  name's 
day,*  when,  according  to  my  aunt's  computation  I  liad 
completed  my  fourteentli  year,  I  was  enrolled  as  s  day- 
boarder  in  the  didactic  establishment  of  Monsieur  Le-i 
brilliant,  where  chihlreii  of  the  first  Russian  families 
were  sent  to  be  educated.  I  had  several  books  bought 
for  me,  got  a  present  of  a  rich  portfolio,  and  began 
seriously  to  apply  to  my  studies,  seeing  that  my  pnw 

'  Christian  naiDEs  art  universaUy  giTcn  after  thM  of  some 
saint  in  the  ICusamn  csltnddr,  and  the  day  of  their  patron-SBiDt 
ii  In  general  Icepl  there  with  greater  eclat  than  birth  da; a  are  held 
ID  thIiGOuntiT  :  visits  are  paid  and  pieaenta  (given  bf  scquainljui- 
ces  and  KlaUoni,  and  ihe  penon  whose  name's  daj  i>  celebrated, 
giiei  in  enterlainmeni  if  hi«  or  her  means  sill  gfToid  it.  The 
police  olEcerB.  especiallj,  seldom  fnT^et  to  let  all  the  householden 
io  their  ward  know  vlien  iheir  name's  daj  occurs.  Among  the 
cauniif  people,  ihi  priests  follow  the  rules  of  the  church,  and 


Kne 


mother 


whop, 


of  their  birth  ;  butamonB  the  other  ranks  who  can  afford  t 
Bsaitable  fee,  they  will  anticipate  or  go  back  tn  a  liotidaj,  tn 
ca«t  two  or  three  months  distonL 
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a  source  of  gratifictition  to 
my  aunt,  and  of  presents  to  myself. 

I  had  promised  my  aunt  that  1  should  be  better  than 
the  yftong  Gologordof&kya  and  Scotjnkos  ;  but,  as  the 
same  effects  are  tlie  conaequenc«a  of  the  same  causes, 
oser-indolgence  led  me  into  thn  very  same  vices  whicli 
I  had  before  hated  :  I  acquired  a  haughty  manner,  and 
fancied  myself  superior  to  every  body.  I  was  refused 
nothing,  and  tliis  acl«d  as  a  whet  to  my  wishes,  iUus- 
trating  a  well  known  law  cif  humBJi  nature.  The 
growD-np  hoys  in  our  boarding-school,  (copying  the 
domestic  occupations  of  their  parents,)  played  at  cards 
with  one  another,  treated  one  another  with  breakfasts, 
and  he  amongst  us  who  could  spend  most,  enjoyed  the 
greatest  respect  from  his  coinpauiutiG.  When  I  had 
not  money  enough  for  my  diferbiioos,  I  feigned  indis- 
pensable wants,  not  daring  to  reveal  to  my  aunt  wIiBt 
we  did  by  stealth ;  asked  money  for  books,  paints, 
compasses  and  paper,  and  thus  learned  to  lie  and  cheat. 
My  amit  and  her  friend  gratilied  my  wishes  without 
contradiction,  aiid  thus  I  grew  to  regard  it  as  an  un- 
pardonable sin  in  a  servant,  if  he  hesitated  to  execute 
my  orders,  and  by  these  means  acquired  a  haughty 
manner  of  demeaning  myself  towards  servants,  and  be- 
came arrogant  and  capricious.  With  my  poor  school- 
fellows I  was  rude ;  with  the  ricli,  familiar — reckoning 
myself  richer  than  the  former,  and  better  than  the  lat- 
ter. I  neither  feared  nor  respected  my  teachers  and 
governors,  because  the  proprietor  of  the  boardiiig- 
Hchool,  fearing  lest  he  might  lose  the  patronage  of 
Prince  Tchvanoff,  and  my  aunt's  presents,  flattered  me. 
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looked  tliroagh  Iiib  fingers  at  my  romping,  and  paid  no 
attention  to  the  complaints  of  the  teachers.  I  thus  in- 
rotantarity  grew  exactly  like  those  children  who  before 
appeared  to  me  so  intolerabie.  Besides,  I  lost  all  in- 
clination to  learn,  my  head  being  always  taken  up  with 
something  else.  But  fortunately  my  macominon  me- 
mory and  ready  comprehension  supplied  the  place  of 
attention :  hearing  the  lessons  in  the  regnlar  routine, 
and  never  casting  an  eye  upon  them  at  any  other  time, 
I  knew  better  than  all  the  rest,  whatever  tasks  were 
given  out  in  the  boarding-school,  witli  the  exception 
of  mathematics.  To  learn  that,  fixed  application,  re- 
petitions and  copyings  are  necessary  ;  and  as  that  was 
not  at  all  to  my  taste,  I  resolutely  declared  to  my 
annt,  that  1  had  no  inclination  nor  cajmcity  for  mathe- 
matics. She,  after  consulting  witli  Plaiseereen  and 
the  Abbe  Pretatont,  withdrew  me  from  the  mathema-- 
Eical  lessons,  and  all  my  progress  in  this  science  was 
confined  to  arithmetic. 


TiiE  age  of  cHld-haod  passes  away  rapidly,  I  grew 
up  to  be  a  stripling  in  my  aunt's  house,  learned  my 
lesaouB,  kitked  np  dusts  in  the  boardingj-school,  and 
had  not  time  to  observe  wbat  was  passing  at  honie  : 
therefore  I  bIibII  say  nothing  about  it.  The  time  ap- 
proached of  the  usual  show-trial  in  the  boarding-school, 
and  of  dismisston  from  the  upper  class  in  which  I  was 
one  of  ttie  best  scholars.  Tlie  oldest  of  us  was  not 
more  than  eeventeen  years  of  age  ;  but  we  all  thought 
ourselves  qualified  to  fill  the  first  situations  in  the  em- 
pire, and  lamented  the  time  which  we  lost,  not  in 
learning-,  but  which  might  have  been  spent  in  serving; 
for  an  otEcer's  rank.*  With  impatience  we  waited  for 
ilie  examination,  of  which  notices  had  been'sent  to  the 
parents  for  two  weeks  previous.  The  preparations 
were  begun.  Each  teacher  had  so  many  questions 
and  anawera  given  liim,  in  which  be  had  to  drill  us 
every  day,  and  to  accustom  us,  by  certain  conventional 
marks,  to  know  what  answers  to  give,  in  case  any 
of  llie    by-standers   should  put  questions,  for   which 

ilidaU  hag  aened 
.ioujly  held 
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ready-made  answers  were  not  at  hand.  For  ii 
all  the  buttons  on  the  coat  and  waist-coat  of  tlie  teacher 
of  longtiEiges,  denoted  the  parts  of  speech  and  the 
grammar  rules.  All  their  motions  had  a  particnlar 
meaning.  The  nose  of  the  professor  of  fortification  was 
equivalent  to  a  bastion,  his  mouth  to  the  ditch  of  a  for- 
tress,  his  teeth  to  palisades,  his  chin  to  tlie  glacis,  his 
eyes  to  the  Becbea,  his  neck  to  a  tete  du  pont,  &c. — 
The  head  of  the  teacher  of  geography  represented  the 
universe.  The  crown  of  his  head  denoted  the  zenith, 
his  chin,  the  nadir  ;  liia  checks  the  polar  circles,  hia 
tiosR  the  ecliptic,  hisskin  the  first  meridian,  his  mouth 
the  ocean,  his  eyes  the  fixed  stars,  he.  Sic.  Besides  tho 
teachers,  the  scholars  were  also  taught  liow  to  assist 
their  comrades  by  means  of  signs.  M.  LehriUiant  pre- 
pared certificates  for  every  scholar,  to  be  presented  to 
their  parents,  relations,  and  guardians.  A  good  or 
bad  certificate  of  behaviour  and  acquirements  did  not 
depend  on  the  progress  and  morals  of  the  scholars,  but 
on  the  rank,  wealth,  liberality  and  degree  of  attach- 
ment shewn  by  the  parents  and  relations  to  the  chil- 
dren. He,  from  whom  M.  Lebrilliant  had  the  great- 
est expectations,  received  tlie  beat  certificate ;  but,  as 
it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  there  would  be  no  trif- 
lers  and  idlers,  the  bad  certificates  were  allotted  to  those 
children  whose  parents  were  absent,  to  orphans,  for 
whom  their  guardians,  as  usual,  cared  but  little,  and 
to  two  poor  boarders  whom  Monsieur  Lebrilliant  edu- 
cated, out  of  charity  as  he  said,  though  perhaps  more 
with  a  view  to  get  a  name  for  m^;nanimity  and  gene- 
rosity.    All  the  scholars  who  were  to  get  rewards. 
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(bouglit,  of  course,  with  their  own  money),  andtliOBe 
who  were  to  receive  good  certificates,  were  told  be- 
foreband,  by  way  of  eecret,  and  inetracted  to  invite  as 
many  of  tbeir  relatiooH  and  acquaintances  as  possible. 
At  length,  when  all  the  preparations  were  completed, 
began  the  show. 

The  ball  was  crowded  with  viaitora,  public  funelion- 
nriea,  ladies,  and  people  who  were  on  friendly  temm 
with  Monsieur  Lebrilliant.  The  exhibition  was  open- 
ed with  a  speech  in  the  French  language,  delivered  by 
me  with  the  greatest  confidence.  This  oration  was 
composed  by  Abb6  Pretatout,  and  rorrected  and  im- 
proved by  all  the  teachent  of  the  school,  including  even 
the  teacher  of  calligraphy.  For  the  preference  shewn 
to  me,  my  aunt  presented  Madame  Lebrilliant  with  a 
piece  of  silk  stuff,  and  some  arsheena*  of  lace  which 
elie  had  got  in  a  present  from  Prince  Tchvanoff.  Tlie 
trial  of  the  grown-up  scholars  went  on  in  a  perfectly 
satiafaclory  manner — thanks  t^  the  conventional  signn. 
Many  of  the  visitors  who  were  friends  of  our  teachers, 
gave  ns  difficult  questions,  the  answers  to  which  we 
knew  before,  and  inexperienced  parents  were  astonish- 
ed at  our  acquirements.  But  there  were  among  us 
fiome  impenetrable  blockheads,  whom  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  teach  their  esercLie,  or  to  beat  into  their  thick 
sculls  either  the  ready-made  questions  and  answers,  or 
the  conventional  signs,  and  this  occasioned  some  very 
strange  misunderstandingB  and  mistakes.    For  instance, 

orshefD  is  Ihe  RuBsiaQ  yard,  and  meBSuieB  about  33 
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the  son  of  a  head-secretary*  was  asked — '  Wliat  sort  of 
occupation  or  profesBion  loms  over  the  most  ready- 
money  in  the  empire  P'  In  vain  the  teacher  of  etatis- 
tics  pnt  his  hand  into  his  side-pocket,  which,  by  pre- 
vious agreement,  denoted  trade ;  the  youth,  liy  having 
heard  trum  lits  parents  reflections  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject, and  thinking  that  he  was  giving  a.  pertinent  an- 
swer, said — "  Law-suits  !"  The  company  could  not 
help  laugliing,  and  the  fatlier  of  the  youtli  concealed 
his  fiice  with  his  handkerchief,  as  if  he  was  wiping-  off 
the  perspiration.  Another  scholar,  the  eon  of  a  rich 
and  haughty  lawyer  was  asked,  '  What  are  active  verbs 
in  the  Russian  language  ?'  He  held  his  peace.  His 
father,  getting  out  of  humour,  said  to  him  :  "  Vanya, 
you  surely  have  not  foi^tten  here  what  you  learned 
before  you  left  home  ?"  Some  one  whispered  into 
Vanya's  ear,  and  he  answered — "  Our  active  verbs  are 
Igat  and  brat,"  (to  lie  and  grasp).  This  again  raised 
a  burst  of  laughter  ironi  all  the  comers  of  the  room, 
and  the  proud  lawyer  looked  blue  with  vexation.  Mr. 
Lebrilliant,  to  avoid  farther  pcrplesities,  took  the  ex- 
amination into  bis  own  hands.  He  <lid  the  busineu  so 
neatly,  that  all  answered  admirably,  to  the  great  satis- 
&ctiaii   of  the  mammas  and  aunts.     Here  are  some 

*  Tbe  peison  called  the  secretar;/,  wbo  ti  alMsya  a  ptofea- 
»iiHl»I  lawyer,  in  moat  eases  lesils  the  jiidgei  by  the  noac.  No. 
mmally  hit  buainesa  i>  cotiRncd  to  iheengroMlng  of  the  dedsionl 
and  diawinfi  up  Ihe  niinutea,  but  auitora  arc  so  well  aware  of  hi> 
real  influence,  that  prudent  people  take  care  id  secure  his  good 
opinioa,  coat  what  it  may,  when  the  matter  in  dispute  ia  worth 
con  leading  Tor. 
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specimens  of  Monsieur Lebrilliant's  pedagogital  talents. 
"  How  do  you  call  the  principal  city  in  Spain  ?"  asked 
MoDBienr  Lebrilliant,  "  lan't  it  Madrid  ?"  "  Madrid, " 
answered  the  schotar.  "  Very  well  ;  bat  on  what 
river  does  it  lie  ?  Isn't  it  on  the  Mansanares  ?"  "  Ma- 
drid lie§  on  the  river  Mansanares,"  answered  the  scho- 
lar quickly  and  londly.  "  Very  well,  very  well,  sit 
dowu."  "  Now  tell  me,  you  Master  M.  M.  ia  it  with 
justice  that  the  Volga  is  called  the  largest  ricer  in  Eu- 
ropean Russia  ?"  '■  The  largest  river  in  Enropeait 
Russia  is  the  Volga,"  answered  the  scholar  in  a  trice. 
■'  Very  well,  excellent.  Tell  me  master  N.  N.  wIm 
was  the  first  Roman  emperor,  when  Augustus  took 
upon  himself  the  first  imperial  dignity  ?"  "  Augustus," 
answered  the  scholar.  "  Very  well,"  said  Monsieur 
Lehrilliant.  In  this  way  all  the  scholars  gave  satis- 
factory answers  to  Monsieur  Lebrilliant's  questions, 
and  tender-loving  parents  agreed  unanimously,  tliat 
their  children  were  taught  excellently  at  the  boarding 
school,  and,  if  they  fell  sometimes  into  inaccuracies,  il 
wu  entirely  owing  to  other  people  not  knowing  how 
e  them  with  so  much  tact  as  the  learned 
IT  Lehrilliant. 
The  examination  lasted  two  hours ;  after  this,  the 
9  and  certificates  were  distributed  by  sound  of 
*  and  cymbals,  and  we  went  away  with  our 
pmnta.  The^ntlemen.  that  is  to  say,  friends  of  the 
proprietor  of  the  boarding-school  and  of  the  teachers, 
iHm)  assisted  them  to  examine  us  on  the  plan  of  con- 
ventional signs,  and  the  humble  domestic  friends  of  the 
ndi  parents,  remamed  to  dine  with  Monsieur  Lehril- 


112  IVAN  VEJEEGHEN. 

liajit,  for  wliicti,  the  day  previous,  baskets  had  been 
sent  with  wine  from  several  houses.  For  three  buc- 
cesaive  days  there  was  no  teaching  in.  the  hoarding- 
school,  becanse  the  teachers  needed  repose  after  their 
exertions.  Although  1  had  already  gone  through  t^e 
coarse  of  studiea  pursued  in  the  boarding-scliool, 
yet,  by  the  adrice  of  Abb6  Pretatont,  I  was  to  con- 
tinue to  take  lessons  till  it  should  be  considered  what 
to  do  with  me.  1  OFerheard  Irom  the  other  room  the 
reasons  given  by  the  Abbe  for  this  measure.  "  L«t 
Vanya  go  to  the  boarding-school,''  said  the  Abbfe.  "  It 
will  cost  you  nothing.  You  know  the  prince  pays  for 
all.  For  the  sciences  he  does  not  want  it ;  but,  if  kept 
at  home,  he  might  learn  what  he  should  not  know. — 
Youth  is  full  of  curiosity  and  meddling,  and  our  Vanya 
was  always  knowing  and  quick-sighted  beyond  his 
years.  Do  you  understand  me  ?  We  will  soon  find 
some  employment  for  him."  *'  Be  it  so  as  you  pro- 
pose," answeretl  my  good  aunt ;  "  I  am  ready  to  do  any 
thing,  from  love  to  him." 

As  soon  as  my  class  companions  left  the  boarding' 
school,  1  reckoned  myself  before  all  the  rest,  and  en- 
tirely left  off  leamii^.  During  school-houra  1  em- 
ployed myself  in  reading  books,  wliich  we  procured 
from  a  general  acijuatntance  of  the  boardlDg-schooi, 
Luke  Ivanoveet-ch  Vorovaateen.  He  was  not  ae- 
^nuni«d  will)  my  aunt,  and  my  comrades  introduced 
me  to  him.  Lube  Ivauoveetch  lived  oppooite  to  onr 
boarding-school,  and  was  on  friendly  terms  not  only 
with  M.  Lebrilliant,  but  with  all  the  teachers ;  and 
on  that  account,  when  the  lessons  were   oveti  they 
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permitted  the  suhulars  to  go  to  hin  Iiouse,  and  to  re- 
main there  sumetlmee  till  midnight.  Luke  Ivano- 
veetch  tanglit  ns  to  play  at  all  tbe  difierent  games  of 
cEirdH,  faio  and  Hhtoss  ;  *  pennitted  ub  to  smoke  to- 
bacco, treated  uh  with  wine,  punch,  and  apirite,  and 
enterC^ed  xm  with  Gtoriea  of  bin  lore-adveuturea.  He 
had  a  BUiall  library  of  prohibited  booka  ;  and  every 
thing  obscene  which  fell  into  hLs  haudH,  both  in  prose 
and  verse,  was  copied  into  his  small  collection  of  ma* 
noscripts.  Some  portfolios  were  filled  with  engravinga 
and  drawings,  which  he  certainly  wonld  never  have 
ventured  to  shew  to  any  body  but  to  inexperienced 
youths,  and  to  friends  who  were  as  greaX  reprobates 
la  himself.  In  Ills  conversations  with  us,  he  never 
tailed  to  langh  at  all  the  civil  and  religious  duties  of 
mankind,  at  the  obligation  of  relative  ties,  and  the  re< 
spect  due  to  parents ;  in  a  word,  at  every  thing  which 
good  people  regard  as  sacred.  Luke  Ivanoveetch 
kept  a  steady  eye  on  otir  inclinations,  gradnally  ex- 
cited our  passions,  inflamed  our  desires,  and  unceas- 
togly  insisted  that  the  chief  end  of  man  is  pleasure, 
and  that  in  aiming  at  any  particidar  end,  the  shortest 
and  mrest  methods  are  always  the  best.  According 
ta  the  rules  of  Mr.  Vorovaateea,  there  was  only  one 
dnty  of  children  to  parents,  and  that  was,  to  person- 
ate in  their  presence  the  character  wliich  pleased  them 
bnt>  Sincerity  towards  parents  and  old  people  in 
general,  he  treated  aa  a  fault  and  a  folly.  Vorovaateen 
cloaked  his  hellish  rules  under  the  denuniination  of  e/te 
nea-  philosijpky  ;  and  under  the  name  of  the  laies  aj' 
'  A  Bpecica  of  faro. 
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nature  and  i/ie  rights  of  man,  he  sowed  the  seeds  of 
unbelief  in  inexperienced  minds,  and  made  us  dunk 
that  we  were  on  a  footing  with  the  brutes.  His 
ideas  pleased  us  exceedingly,  because  we  found  in 
them  every  thing  wliich  flattered  our  selfish  propensi' 
ties,  and  shewed  them  ufF  in  a  favourable  point  of 
view.  We  regarded  ourselves  as  philosophers  of  the 
eig-hteenth  century,  and  all  who  did  not  think  like  ua 
and  Mr.  Vorovaateen,  we  called  barbarians  and  igno- 
ramuses.— Vorovaateen  knew  all  the  scandalous  anec- 
dotes of  the  best  lamilies,  and  by  exposing  the  naked- 
ness of  the  [HirentA  before  the  eyes  of  their  ofFspring, 
he  obliterated  from  tbeir  heartn  every  trace  of  attach- 
ment and  respect  towards  their  eldera.  He  lived 
upon  play  and  all  sorts  of  manosuvring ;  lent  money 
to  the  heirs  of  rich  people,  gained  it  back  from  them 
at  cards,  traded  in  bills,  *  end  things  which  he  bought 
upon  credit  in  the  Kliops,  and  acted  in  tlie  capacity  of 
pimp  and  general  agent  for  intrigues,  both  to  old  and 
young,  men  and  women. 

All  the  town  knew  Vorovaateen  ;  and  although  lie 
did  not  shew  himself  in  decent  families  on  days  when 
they  had  company,  he  was  very  frequently  applied  to 
for  advice  and  assistance  by  people  of  rank  and  for- 
tune.— Luke  Ivanoveetch  was  about  forty  years  of  age, 

'  The  billi  of  the  ilifibreut  cluaes  of  the  nabilitf  and  gratrf 
are  a  connnoa  arltcte  of  ipeculaiiun  among  monied  people  id 
MoscDv  not  engBged  in  ira^e,  and  arc  (a  be  bought  and  Bold  M 
all  difi'erenl  piices,  ftom  ninety.nine  P  cenL  discount  to  five  Or 
ten  ^  cent  according  to  the  credit  of  the  accepter  :  (bej,  in  Bome 
meaBme,  makeup  for  the  Kant  afasttKk  exchange  in  chat  ancienl 
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of  a  small  figure  and  thiu  habit  ofbod^.  His  hair  was 
reddish,  his  face  pale,  covered  with  wiinldes  and  car- 
buncles, the  primar)'  consequences  of  debancbery.  He 
always  winked  with  his  eyes,  and  this  Huxpicious  man- 
ner of  his  was  apt  to  excite  an  unfavourable  impreaBion 
against  him.  Vorovaateen  boasted  that  he  had  al- 
ready initiated  a  wbole  generation  in  the  rules  of  his 
new  philosophy ;  and,  in  reality,  the  greatest  scape- 
graces and  debauchees  in  the  metropolis  bad  been  bis 
Irienda  from  their  early  yejira.  But  not  one  of  them 
escaped  from  under  liis  wing  gratis ;  be  assisted  tliem 
to  squander  their  money,  and  was  the  first  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  tbeir  min.  UpiTght  people  called  Voro- 
i"aateen  n  demon,  young  people  called  bim  a  jolfy  J'ei' 
iow,  and  inexperienced  youtli,  as  already  mentioned, 
esteemed  biui  a  philoaopher.  In  the  journals  of  the 
police  he  was  known  under  the  names  of  a  false  play' 
SI-  and  &  Jobber. 

Luke  Ivanoveetch  attached  bimself  particularly  to 
me,  propbecying  that  1  would  he  a  ^eat  philosopher, 
and  attain  the  liighesC  degree  of  riches  and  renown. 
He  never  in  my  presence  spoke  iU  of  my  aunt,  know- 
ing my  aifection  for  her;  only  he  forbade  me  to  tell 
her  any  tiling  about  our  acquaintance,  alleging  tliat 
he  was  a  personal  enemy  of  prince  Tchvanoff  and  of 
Plaiseereen,  who  might  give  her  a  bad  character  of 
him,  and  she,  from  female  credulity,  might  pat  an  end 
to  our  intimacy,  Vorovaateen,  besides,  gave  me  mo- 
ney for  play  and  for  my  other  wants,  and  called  me 
by  DO  other  name  than  his  younger  brother.  1  was 
a  aort  of  second  landlord  in  his  lodgings  ;  came  when- 
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ever  I  liked,  did  whatever  1  chose,  and,  although  he 
was  not  at  home,  ^ve  orders  to  his  eurraiita.  1 
treated  tny  compaiiioDB  at  liis  expense,  and  dieposed 
of  his  property  as  if  it  was  ray  own.  Is  it  to  be  won- 
dered that  this  behaviour  on  the  part  of  Vorovaateen 
made  me  believe  that  he  loved  me  merely  for  my  per- 
aonal  qnalitiee?  This  very  idea  attadted  me  to  him. 
I  even  prided  niyaelf  upon  this  preference.  We  had 
no  secrets  between  us,  and,  at  Lis  request,  I  told  him 
my  adventures,  the  miseriea  of  my  cliildhood,  my 
meeting  witli  my  aunt,  and  at  last  shewed  him  the 
luchy  mark  by  which  she  was  coiivincetl  that  I  was 
hpr  nephew.  I  thought  that,  at  the  time  of  my  cUj- 
closnre,  Vorovaateen  loveil  me  still  more  tenderly. 
Be  WBH  the  first  to  whom  I  laid  myself  open  in  tluU 
respect. 

In  the  mean  time,  there  appeared  very  hreqnenlly 
among  my  aunt's  visitors,  a  perfionage  who  had  oc- 
cupied an  Unportant  situation  in  Pelersbui^lt,  which 
having;  resigned,  he  had  come  to  live  in  Moscow,  iD 
order  to  enjoy  the  oliam  cum  dignitate  afforded  him 
by  a  fortune  acquiretl  (no  matter  Low)  during  his  long 
service.  Mr.  Graheelen  was  about  fifty  years  of  age, 
but  was  lusty  and  vigorous  beyond  his  years.  Ha 
was  proud,  daring  in  his  words  and  actions,  c^ui- 
cious,  and  by  \m  behaviour  frequently  brought  lean 
into  my  aunt's  eyes.  He  made  liiraself  completely 
master  of  the  house,  stationed  there  his  own  servants, 
and  forbade  my  aunt  to  receive  any  visitors  without 
his  permission,  eiicept  some  elderly  musicians.  Gra- 
beelen  would  not  hear,  nor  turn  about,  nor  make  any 
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reply,  if  he  waa  not  sty-led  '  your  excellency.'  Sfimen 
SeinenoTeetch  and  Alibu  Pretatout  diiret  not  ehew  | 
tlieir  faces  in  our  houne,  and  prince  Tchvanoff  ^ 
the  only  nian  who  came  on  the  old  footing.  MV  J 
aunt  called  him  her  godfather  and  benefactor,  aa 
Grabeelen  did  not  dare  to  oppose  the  prince,  but,  a 
the  contrary,  seized  the  opportunity  to  estaMish  •  I 
close  frieudsbip  with  him.  The  two  old  men  woulj  1 
spend  B  great  deal  of  time  in  talking  upon  politics ;  i 
my  aant  mean  while  wmihl  slip  away  to  her  neigh- 
bour's, a  female  friend,  who  lived  in  the  other  half 
of  the  honse,  where  she  was  sure  to  find  Semen 
Semenoveeti^h  or  some  other  of  her  former  acqutun- 
tancefi.  The  afiairs  of  the  empire,  in  which  the  old 
men  had  no  longer  any  participation,  would  interest 
their  attention  to  such  a  degree,  that,  in  the  heat  of 
their  dispntes  and  argaments,  they  did  not  trouble 
their  beads  about  my  aunt's  absence.  At  any  rate, 
from  the  time  of  Grabeelen's  appearance,  every  thing 
was  turned  topsy-turvy  in  the  house  :  the  muBical 
aairesH  were  pven  up,  and  in  general  a  sort  of  mo- 
ootony  reigned  in  place  of  the  former  cheert'uiness.  I 
was  particularly  affected  by  the  change.  Grabeelen 
behaved  to  me  very  superciUously,  hardly  deigned  to 
look  upon  me,  quarrelled  me  for  every  immodest  word 
and  for  every  free  action,  and  did  not  like  that,  ac- 
t-ordiug  to  my  former  practice,  I  should  mingle  in  the 
conrersation.  I  accordingly  shunned  his  presence, 
and,  under  the  pretence  of  occupation  at  the  boarding- 
vcboul,  almost  lived  with  Voruvaateen. 

Vorovaateen  mtroduced  me  at  the  houses  of  somo 
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of  Lis  arqiiBJntances,  wliere,  wiilioiit  farther  ceremony, 
I  was  invite<l  to  iline,  sup,  aiid  (tunce.  I  visited  more 
frequent!}'  thau  otliers,  &n  intimate  female  acquaintance 
of  his,  wlio  had  a  pretty  daughter.  Matrpua  Ivan- 
ovna  Shtoaeen,  a  widow  of  five  and  thirty,  cheerfnl 
and  volatile,  loved  the  unusementB  of  society,  gaiety 
and  card-plaving.  She  had  an  extensive  circle  of  bc- 
qoaJntanceR  among'  the  clerks  in  public  offices,  and 
the  small  conntry- gentry.  Her  hushand,  in  hia  Ii{e> 
time,  had  held  a  lucrative  office,  and  after  his  death, 
she  succeeded  to  a  house  and  considerable  property. 
Almost  every  evening,  a  number  of  visitors,  both  gentle- 
men and  ladies,  used  to  asapmble  at  her  house,  to  play 
at  cards  and  talk  about  affairs  in  pieneml.  They  began 
with  round  games,  but  ended  always  with  faro. — r 
Groonya,*  her  daughter,  who  was  in  her  fifteenth  year, 
passed  for  a  beauty.  She  was  of  a  pensive  turn,  spent 
the  ^^reater  part  of  her  time  alone  in  her  own  room, 
reading  sentimental  romances,  and  was  profoundly 
vented  in  the  pansion  of  tiie  young  Werter  and  la 
nouvelle  Ehue.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing 
with  her  very  frequently,  when  her  mother  superin- 
tended the  marking  at  cards  or  was  taken  up  at  faro. 
I  very  soon  got  upon  friendly  terms  with  Groonya, 
and  after  some  disputes  upon  morals  and  Philosophy, 
we  agreed  to  open  a  correspondence  with  one  another 
-upon  sundry  philosophical  Bubjects,  in  order  to  per- 
fect ourselves  in  the  French  language  and  in  w)ndQin> 
But  wisdom  does  not  lore  to  mingle  in  the  ai&ira  of 
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young   gentlemeii  with  young   ladies.      Our  pliiloscH 
pliica)  letters  aoon  aHBUmed  a  tone  similar  to  that  of 
the  affectionate   Saint  Preux  and  t}iu    lender- hearted    ' 
Julia,  and,  without  knowing  the  why  or  the  where^   { 
fore,  we  fell  desperately  in  love  witli  one  another,  aoA  I 
meditated  schemes  of  future  bliss.     Of  course  Voro^  I 
vaateen  w&s  my  confidant  in  this  love-aJfair.     He  cir- 
cumvented me,  influned  my  unexperienced  heart  with   | 
hopes  and  descriptions  of  the  happiness  of  being  luved^ 
and  advised  me  how  to  behave  towards  Groon}^. 

The  elasticity  of  the  young  mind   gathers  fresi)   | 
strength  ondfir  diJlicnltieB,  which  older  and  more  e»* 
perienced  people  give  up  all  hopes  of  sannountingi 
It  is  only  amidst  gratifications  and  ijidul^nces  dot 
the  young  mind  loses  its  strength,  and  is  indued  ttfr  1 
rest  on  its  leading-strings.     But  youth,  left  to  its  i 
resources,  either  foils  in  the  attempt  or  exerts  all  itt  | 
powera  of  action  with  uncommon  vigour.     I  have  bI* 
ready  mentioned  tliat  I  was  regarded  from  my  very,  4 
childhood  as  wise  beyond  my  years.     My   physicsl   I 
also  developed  at  an  extremely  earb^    ' 
n  the  midst  of  all  the  comforts  of  life  ;  so  llud    ' 
,  I  looked  tike  a  youth  of  twenty.     The   j 
psBffions  Itoiled  strongly  within  my  breast,  a  thousand 
desires  agitated  my  thoughts,  but  no  one  passion  ruled 
me  exclusively.     Sometimes  hy  looking  at  a  grandee 
of  state  with  his  stars  and  ribbands,  or  at  a  genenlj  A 
with  a  splendid  uniform,  I  was  filled  for  some  day*' J 
with  ambition,  and  formed  plans  for  attaining  honours. 
Another  time,  a  brilliant  etjiiipage,  rich  dress  and  ele* 
l^nt  hotise,  extinguished  all  sparks  of  ambition,  and 
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begat  a  desire  of  wealth.  I  was  buried  in  contem- 
plating how  I  might  acquire  an  immense  fortune  in 
the  shortest  space  of  time.  Sometimes  the  desire  of 
feme  domineered  in  my  soul,  and  then  I  would  de- 
vise projects  how  J  would  have  myself  spokea  about 
and  written  about,  in  the  face  of  the  world.  At  last 
the  sight  of  a  charming  woman  going  about,  arm  in 
arm,  with  a  gentleman,  would  excite  in  my  breast  a 
wish  to  be  in  the  same  predicament,  and  I  would  think 
of  love  and  marriage.  My  paBsions  shifted  about  with 
the  impressions  which  I  received,  without  leaving  any 
traces  of  those  which  they  succeeded  in  my  heart.  I 
endeavoured  to  convince  myself  tliat  I  was  in  love  ; 
to  think  that  I  ought  to  be  in  love ;  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  me  not  to  be  in  love.  Groonya  was 
beautiful  and  wise,  or  at  least  engaging  for  me  in  her 
conversation,  which  displayed  a  conHidernble  acquain- 
tance with  French  romances.  She  loved  me,  and,  in 
my  imagination,  I  added  to  her  real  good  qualities  all 
possible  perfections,  and  formed  in  my  mind  a  beait 
ideal  which  I  was  pleased  to  call  (JroonyB.  Con- 
straining myself  to  think  of  love,  I  continually  mused 
upon  Groonya,  and,  on  all  occasions,  sought  food  for 
my  passion.  If,  in  the  course  of  my  walks,  I  heard 
a  peasant,  on  horseback  or  in  a  cart,  singing  the  scnif^ 
" Otchee, moye  otchee,  vwee  yaaneya  otchee!"  ("Eyes, 
ray  eyes,  ye  bright  eyes,")  I  immediately  recalled  to 
my  memory  the  deep  azure  eyes  of  my  Groonya.    If 


I  heard  any  body  saying  of  a  n 


"  Ah,  what  a 


doar  creature  I"  I  would  say  to  myself;    "  But  my 
.Groonya  is  much  dearer  !"      If  it  was  said  of  any 
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one  that  tie  wsfi  fortunate  in  liit<  wife,  I  would  think  : 
"  and  I  Ehall  be  much  more  fortunate  with  my  dear 
Groonya."  In  a  word,  Groonya  was  continually  in 
my  heart  and  bouI,  and  I  endeavoured  to  make  her 
equally  bo  in  my  eyes  and  mouth :  for  this  purpose, 
if  I  was  not  able  to  he  at  her  bou^e,  I  would  go  lo 
Vorovaateen's,  to  whom  I  could  speak  boldly  of  my 

But,  in  their  fifteenth  year,  city-bred  girls  are  no 
longer  children  :  Groonya  loved  me  more  in  her  heart 
than  in  her  ima^nation.  She  taxed  her  ingenuity  in 
q»plying  to  me  the  iiameH  of  the  heroes  and  eiqires- 
aions  of  tenderness,  which  made  a  conNpicuons  figure 
in  romances.  Her  heart  was  fully  occupied  with  me- 
She  would  gpend  the  night  without  sleepui^  and  in 
tefiis,  if  she  did  not  see  me  for  a  whole  dny.  When 
I  could  not  be  with  her,  1  was  obliged,  at  least,  to 
pass  the  window,  and  make  the  usual  signal  with  my 
hand,  tiiat  1  was  satisfied  with  her,  and  had  received 
her  letter.  When  we  were  alone,  our  greatest  plea- 
sure cnnaisted  in  looking  one  another  in  the  face, 
Houeezing  one  another's  hands,  an<l  repeating  a  thou- 
sand times  previously  repeated  expregsions  of  endear- 
ment, wliitih  appeared  novelties  to  us,  or  at  least  to 
her.  Groonya  loved  to  stroke  my  chubby,  rosy  cheeks, 
with  her  hand,  while  1  played  with  her  soft  anns.  It 
is  to  be  understood,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  I  hoimd 
tnyaelf  a  thousand  time-s  to  many  no  one  but  her ; 
while  she  took  the  same  obligation  on  her  j lart  towards 
me.  But  «hen  and  how,  we  did  not  take  into  con- 
■ideration.     It  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  very  ci 
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aflftir,  to  many,  and  live  like  singing  birds.  I  impa- 
tiently waited  for  permission  to  give  up  my  visits  to 
the  boarding-school,  and  get  rid  of  the  name  of  school- 
boy :  accordiugly  1  resolved  to  petition  my  sunt  to 
that  effect. 

One  day  after  dinner,  when  my  amit  appeared  more 
cheerful  than  usual,  I  proceeded  to  fulfil  my  intention. 
"  My  dear  aunt,"  said  I ;  "it  is  of  no  use  to  continue 
paying  for  me  at  the  hoarding-school.  I  have  at  my 
finger-ends  every  thing  which  is  taught  there,  and  am 
only  losing  my  time  to  no  purpose,  hearing  over  and 
over  again  what  I  knew  long  ago.  I  speak  French 
like  a  native,  luiderstanil  German  very  tolerably,  dance 
with  ease,  and  of  history,  geography  and  other  fwdencet 
I  know  as  mueh  as  ray  masters :  besides,  by  yont 
kindness,  I  liave  become  a  tolerable  musician.  Whal 
more  do  I  want  ?  I  am  neither  able  nor  willing  (a 
become  a  teacher,  and  for  a  man  of  the  world  I  am 
already  too  learned.  You  know  a  great  many  peitplt 
of  rank  and  conxequence :  call  tbem  all  over  in  yont 
mind,  and  tell  me  which  of  tbem  k»owa  more  than 
I  do  ?  Would  it  not  be  better  for  me  to  employ  my- 
self at  home,  in  the  improvement  of  my  mind  byiead< 
ing,  and  at  tlie  earae  time  seek  my  fortnue  in  the  ao* 
vice  or  in  any  way  agreeable  to  you  ?  Consider  of  iu 
aimt ;  and  I  hi^  yon  will  not  listen  to  that  bear*  Gi» 
heeleo,  who  only  counsels  you  to  send  me  to  iIm 
lioarding-Hchool,  in  ord^r  to  get  rid  of  my  preaence." 
I  noticed  that  my  aunt's  face  ^w  red  at  tfaesa  laat 
words.  "  Do  as  you  like,  Vanushka,"  saidalie:  **! 
do  not  wish  you  lo  be  under  constraiDt.     I  nyRtf 


IVAN  VEJEEGHEN.  123 

see  that  you  are  wiser  than  all  my  acquaintance." 
"  Therefore  to-morrow  is  to  he  the  last  day  that  I 
shall  go  to  the  hoarding-school."     "  The  last  day," 
repeated  my  aunt ;  "  only  you  need  not  mention  it  to 
Graheelen.     You  can  keep  to  your  own  apartment 
wh&OL  he  is  with  me,  or  go  out."    "  Excellent  I"   With 
gratefiil  feelings  I  emhraced  my  aunt,  and,  the  same 
day,  gave  notice  to  M.  Lehrilliant  that  I  was  not  to 
continue  any  longer  at  his  hoarding-school.     As  he 
had  a  half-year's  advance  for  my  hoard,  and  we  did 
not  ask  the  money  hack,  he  was  quite  satisfied,  and 
gave  me  such  a  splendid  certificate  on  a  large  sheet 
of  parchment,  that,  if  credit  were  to  he  given  to  the 
half  of  what  was  written  on  it,  I  might  he  reckoned 
on  a  par  with  the  seven  sages  of  Greece^    My  aunt 
and  I  sincerely  helieved  every  thing  that  was  written 
in  the  certificate :  she,  because  she  Iteed  me  to  dis- 
straction,  and  I,  hecause  I  had  not  hitherto  met  with 
a  man  who  merited  my  respect  for  his  knowledge  and 
abilities. 

My  readers  probably  have  already  observed,  that 
no  mention  has  hitherto  been  made  of  any  one  em- 
ployed in  giving  me  lessons  in  religion,  molality,  or 
the  improvement  of  the  heart.  To  account  for  this, 
they  must  recollect,  that  I  was  at  first  in  the  very 
lowest  rank  of  society,  from  whence  I  was  raised,  all 
at  once,  to  a  level  with  the  children  of  people  of  rank 
and  wealth.  In  the  first-mentioned  condition,  the  im- 
provement of  man's  moral  nature  is  never  thought  of, 
people  being  content  with  having  their  servants  taught 
the  mechanical  use  of  their  corporal  functions,  as  dogs 
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are  taup;ht  to  carry  a  burden  ;  in  the  oilier  condition 
alluded  to,  they  are  entirely  taken  up  with  making  a 
boy  a  man,  exactly  similar  to  those  who  by  birth  or 
riches  liave  a  right  to  liye  in  what  is  called  the  great 
world.  But,  as  in  the^igher  circles  neither  religion 
nor  philosopliy  h  ever  talked  of,  as  no  attention  is 
paid  either  to  learned  people,  or  the  sciences  or  moral 
conduct ;  the  French  langnage,  [Ian<:ing,  and  a  know- 
ledge  of  tile  pi-actices  of  high  life,  are  all  tliat  coosti- 
bit«  the  Htaudard  of  excellence.  For  this  alone  money 
is  paid  to  the  French  teachers,  and  they  do  no  more 
than  what  is  required  of  them.  I  must  candidly  con- 
fess that  M.  LebriUiant  was  not  in  iJie  least  to  blame 
during  the  time  that  I  spent  in  his  boarding-school,  for 
not  giving  me  the  smallest  idea  of  the  duties  of  a  man 
and  a  citizen  ;  for  nobody  asked  him  to  do  it,  and  it 
is  not  the  business  of  a  well-bred  person  to  incumber 
himself  with  attending  to  what  nobody  asks  him.  To 
fulfil  one's  duty  eonacientiously,  is  a  practice  confined 
to  the  middle  classes,  who  in  t)ie  great  world  an'e  called 
la  mauvaue  compagnie  !  * 

I  had  scarcely  enjoyed  a  month  of  liberty,  when 
grief  broke  in  upon  my  sweet  inactivity.  One  even- 
ing wlien  Mrs.  Shtoscpn  was  playing  at  cards,  and  I, 
as  usual,  sought  an  opportunity  of  speaking  with 
Groonya  alone,  a  maid-servaut  whispered  in  my  ear 
to  go  straight  into  the  young  lady's  bed-room.  1  fomui 
Groonya  in  t«ars.  She  told  me  that  her  mother  was 
going  with  her  ta  Orenburg,  in  order  to  succeed  to 

*  La  matni/^e  eoiapngHie  aDBveilng  la  this  ijeaciiplion  ii  very 
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some  property  left  by  a  couain-german  of  ber  hiisband. 
This  respectable  couam  was  at  first  Secretary  for  tlie 
salt-department,*  and  after  that  HUperintendant  of  the 
market  for  bartering  with  the  Kirgbeen- Tartars,  He 
passed  for  a  very  poor  man  all  bis  life,  and  hail  re- 
ceived) on  several  occasions,  pecuniary  assistance  fronj 
government,  on  account  of  liis  insuAiuieut  iucome  ;  but 
after  his  deatli,  when  liis  property  was  sealed  up.f 
bank-receipts  and  bills  were  found  for  moi'e  tlian  half 
a  million  of  roubles.  In  his  life-time  he  never  heard 
of  or  from  any  of  his  relations,  and  indeed  Mr,  Sbtoseen 
on  Beveral  or«iaion9  kept  out  of  his  way,  when  he 
wanted  assistance  ;  but  no  sooner  was  there  any  scent 
of  this  inheritance,  tlian  up  started  some  dozens  of 
relations,  who,  in  honour  of  the  memory  of  ilie  de- 
ceased, went  to  taw  with  one  another.  The  depai'- 
ture  of  Mrs,  Shtoaeen  was  fixed  to  take  place  within 
a  week,  and  her  return  at  an  indefinite  time.  After 
weeping  t(^ether,  we  renewed  our  bonds  of  eternal 
love  and  fidelity,  and  agreed  to  wiite  one  another 
every  post,  till  I  should  find  an  opportunity  for  setting 
off  to  Orenburg,  I  made  that  promise  to  Groonya 
without  thinking  how  I  should  perform  it.  Next  day, 
I  related  every  thing  to  my  friend  Vorovaateen,  who 
immediately  promised  to  assist  me  throughout,  and 
even  to  take  me  to  Orenburg,  where,    according  tu 


■  There  are  Mlt-works  belonging  to  ihc  RuaaiE 
not'/u  from  Orenburg. 

+  On  the  denth  of  nny  person,  ihe  police  eom 
whatever  nio«e»ble  properl)'  he  leanes,  Hnd  theit 
Uken  off  till  il  is  ascertained  who  is  ttie  lesal  heii 
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his  advice,  it  behoved  me  to  follow  up  my  addresses 
to  Groonya,  to  marry  her,  and  in  qiiahty  of  heir  to 
the  rich  Kirgheezian  «uperintendftnt,  to  soe  for  my 
share  in  a  court  of  law,  if  Mrs.  Shtoseen  would  not 
give  up  ihp  inheritance  by  fair  means  ;  Groonya,  ac- 
cording to  law,  being  nearest  of  kin  to  her  father. 

In  the  mean  time,  Grabeelen  learned  somehow  that 
I  had  left  the  boarding-school ;  aud,  as  he  had  foi^ 
merly  driven  me  out  of  the  lionse  to  school,  ao  he 
now  fell  to  work  to  drive  me  into  the  service.  I 
resolved  to  convert  his  dislike  for  me  to  ray  own  use. 

It  would  be  in  vain  to  describe  the  tears,  eighs, 
sobbings,  and  faintings,  at  parting  with  Groonya. 
These  ai'e  disagreeable  afiairs  known  to  every  body. 
She  had  scarcely  set  off  for  Orenburg,  when  I  b^;an 
to  look  out  for  means  to  hasten  after  her.  Vorovaateeii 
condoled  with  me  amidst  my  grief,  and  resolved  im- 
mediately to  conduct  me  to  my  beloved,  and  even  ad- 
vised me  to  set  off  withont  my  aunt's  permission. 
But  I  would  not  agree  to  that,  and  in  a  raonth  after 
Groonya'a  departure,  I  succeeded  in  getting  my  aunt's 
permission  by  the  follovring  contrivance. 

"  Aunt  I"  said  I  to  her,  "  I  have  been  promised  a 
good  situation  in  the  Mint  at  Moscow  :  but,  as  some 
experience  is  necessary  in  the  fir^t  place,  to  qualify  me 
for  it,  one  of  my  acquaintances,  who  serves  in  the 
mining  department,  wishes  to  take  me  with  him  to 
Orenburg.  He  will  not  be  there  for  more  than  four 
months,  for  the  revision  of  business,  aud  I  wiU  be 
with  him  in  the  capacity  of  letter-writer.  On  my 
return  to  Moscow,  I  shall  have  a  fair  claim  for  a  at* 
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a  in  the  public  service,  and  my  protector  vouchee 
for  my  immediate  reception  into  the  service,  npon  his 
representation,  and  as  a  reward  for  my  previous  la- 
bours. Give  me  your  consent,  aunt  I  la  it  not  better 
tliat  I  should  be  obliged  to  myself  and  my  own  labour 
for  my  fortune,  than  to  yonr  friends,  who,  I  suspect, 
do  not  love  wie  over  much  ?  You  know  that,  without 
an  officer's  rank,  1  cannot  appear  in  good  company." 
It  was  long  before  my  aunt  would  consent  to  part 
with  me ;  but  when  I  told  Mr,  Grabeelen  this  story, 
which  was  invented  by  Vorovaateeii,  he  obliged  my 
aunt  to  let  me  go.  One  of  Vorovaateen's  friends  un- 
dertook to  play  the  part  of  the  officer  of  the  Mining- 
department  at  my  aunt's  honse,  and  gave  her  the  fullest 
asHurance  that  he  would  take  me  under  his  special  pro- 
tection, promising  at  the  same  time  all  possible  ad- 
vantages in  the  service.  My  aunt  equipped  me  for 
the  roa<l,  and  filled  my  pocket-hook  pretty  handsomely- 
Even  Grabeelen  made  me  a  present  of  fifty  silver 
roubles.  The  good  old  gentleman,  prince  Tchvanoff, 
who  bad  never  broken  ofi^  from  his  old  practice  of  vi- 
siting my  annt  daily,  also  gave  me  money,  and  a  letter 
of  recommendation  to  the  Governor.  After  bidding 
adieu  to  my  annt,  I  seated  myself  in  the  carriage  with 
Vorovaateen's  friend,  and  he  himself  waited  us  beyond 
tlie  barrier,  I  was  just  like  a  man  in  a  fever,  from 
the  ebullition  of  opposite  feelings — love  to  my  aunt, 
commiseration  and  grief  that  I  was  leaving  her,  on 
the  one  hand  ;  and  on  the  other,  the  joyful  hope  of 
meeting  again  with  Groonya,  of  marrying  her,  and 
the  delightful  idea  of  aoiuirmg  wealth  and  envy. 
G  4 
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The  scattering  of  the  attention  hy  the  variety  of 
objects  on  the  road,  quieted  my  spirits  a  little,  but 
myolnntarily  I  always  thought  more  of  my  aunt  than 
of  Groonya. 


CHAPTER  XL 

1  get  better  acquainted  with  Vorovaateen's  character — Convei'sa- 
tion  overheard — Presentiments — ^A  provincial  dealer  in  justice. 

"  How  much  money  have  you  ?"  said  Vorovaateen  to 
me  at  the  first  stage.  '^  A  hundred  and  fifiy  silver 
roubles.**  "  A  goodly  capital/*  answered  Vorovaar 
teen.  "  There  are  few  at  your  time  of  life  that  have 
so  much  money  in  their  hands  :  you  are  richer  than  I, 
Vanya.  Justice  requires  that  you  should  pay  the  half 
of  the  travelling  expences.**  "  I  never  intended  other- 
wise," replied  I,  "  and  resolved  to  settle  with  you  on 
our  arrival  at  the  place.*'  ^^  It  is  all  the  same/'  said 
Vorovaateen ;  "  but,  as  you  are  not  yet  accustomed 
to  handle  money,  give  it  to  my  care.**  "  I  think  it 
lies  quite  safe  in  my  own  portmanteau.'*  "  It  will  be 
better  in  my  trunk  which  has  a  lock  to  it,"  returned 
Vorovaateen.  "  Just  as  you  please,"  said  I,  and  im- 
mediately gave  him  the  money,  retaining  only  a  few 
silver  roubles  for  my  own  petty  expences.  For  some 
stages,  Vorovaateen  was  in  a  silent  and  thoughtful 
mood,  and  at  last  he  renewed  the  conversation  in  a 
very  grave  and  cold  tone  of  voice.  "  Is  it  possible 
that  your  aunt  should  never  have  said  anything  to 
you  about  your  father  ?"  asked  Voravaateen,  dart- 
ing at  me  a  penetrating  look.  *^  Nothing  but  what  I 
told  you."     "  It  is  strange,  very  strange,"  retorted 
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Vorovaateen.  "  I  do  not  see  tie  Bmallest  stmngeness," 
said  I.  "  If  there  had  been  any  thing  particularly 
turions  in  my  late  father's  hfe,  my  aunt  would  cer- 
tainly have  told  me  of  it.  But,  perhaps,  yon  know 
something  ?"  added  I,  looking  again  at  Voroyaateen ; 
"  you  will  oblige  me  greatly,  if  you  can  tell  me  any 
thing  on  that  head."  "  How  should  I  know  ?"  an- 
swered Vorovaateen  dryly.  "  If  it  gives  you  tso  httle 
concern,  why  that  scepticism?"  "  You  do  not  know 
yet  all  the  tuminga  and  n'indings  of  the  female  charac- 
ter," said  Vorovaateen.  "  When  you  suffer  for  your 
inexperience,  your  fidth  in  their  good  qu&litiea  wiU  not 
he  80  strong."  "  I  have  not  the  eniaJleat  cause  for  not 
putting  confidence  in  my  aunt,  who  loves  me  tw  if  I 
were  her  own  son,  has  done  every  thing  in  her 
power  for  me,  and  is  ready  to  sacrifice  every  thing  on 
my  account."  "  That  is  the  very  thing,"  replied  Vo- 
rovaateen, "  which  makes  it  difficult  to  believe  that 
yonr  aunt,  who  loves  you  so  well,  never  said  any  thing 
to  yon  about  yoor  father's  condition,  about  your  fntnre 
hopes  and  so  forth.''  "  Although  you  have  given  me 
many  lectures  in  praise  of  insincerity,  I  have  not  yet 
learned  implicitly  to  follow  your  instmctiona,"  said 
I  with  some  chagrin.  "  I  repeat  what  I  have  already 
said,  that  with  regard  to  my  father's  condition  and 
origin,  my  aunt  told  me  every  thing  which  she  deemed 
necessary  ;  liis  adventures,  1  suppose,  were  not  inter- 
esting, as  she  said  nothing  about  them.     For  the  rest. 


n  to  Moscow,  I  shall  question  her  n 


particularly  tipon  that  head,  which,  till  this  moment, 
I  conceived  to  be  of  little  importance."     "  It  is  too 
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'  aaid  Vororaateen,  with  a  constrained  smile. 
■'  Why  should  it  be  too  late,"  asked  I,  Vorovaateen 
all  at  once  got  into  a  strange  fit  of  laughing,  and  saiil , 
'•  We  shall  see  by  and  by  !"  He  turned  the  attention 
to  other  subjects,  and  endeavoured  to  amuse  me  ;  bnt 
grief  had  got  possession  of  my  heart,  and  I  remained 
sad  and  silent.  From  thenceforth  my  confidence  in 
Vorovaateen  ceased,  and  1  began  to  dread  his  ill-offices 
with  Groonya,  and  to  fear  that  he  might  make  her  ac- 
quainted with  my  previoiw  condition.  Howerer,  he 
Ix^anto  caress  me  in  his  fonner  manner,  and  to  puff 
me  up  with  hopes  on  the  score  of  marriage  and  fortune. 
We  stopped  to  pass  the  night  in  the  post-house  of  a 
small  town.  Towards  evening  there  arrived  in  a  port- 
cart,  a  middle-a^d  man  who  also  Htoppei)  there  for 
the  night.  I  obserred  from  the  window,  that  Voro- 
vaateen accosted  the  new  comer  in  a  familiar  tone,  hut 
he,  on  his  part,  beliaved  towards  Vorovaateen  with  a 
distant  respect,  and  did  not  put  on  his  cap  till  he  told 
him  to  be  covered.  They  stepped  aside  to  the  gable 
of  the  house,  against  a  wall  where  there  was  no  window, 
and  entered  into  conversation  together ;  but,  as  the 
wind  happened  to  blow  from  that  side,  by  stepping 
into  the  innermost  room,  *  I  overheard  part  of  their 
discourse.  "  You  have  been  in  too  great  a  hurry,  Paph- 
nootcetch,"  said  Vorovaateen  ;  "  you  should  have  wait- 
ed till  I  had  lived  some  time  in  the  place,  and  thought 
upon  the  means.  You  know  we  cannot  tie  a  stone 
it  his  neck,  and  throw  him  into  the  water  without 
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t  my  business  to  contrive  honr 
t4>  get  him  off  your  hands,"  replied  the  new-comer, 
"  but  tlie  counttisa  gave  me  no  rest,  and  obliged  me  to 
go  whether  1  would  or  not.  It  is  said  that  the  Count 
is  on  Ilia  return  to  Moscow."  *  •  *  *  On  this, 
the  wind  blew  open  the  gate,  and  from  the  creaking 
and  Tapping,  I  did  not  hear  the  end  of  the  sentence. — 
"  Am  I  to  hlame  that  the  Countess  does  not  wish  to 
have  him  dispatched  P  Wlienever  conscience  interferes 
in  a  husiueBs."  •  *  *  *  a  carter  who  was  in 
the  court-yard,  bawled  out  loudly  tu  his  comrade,  and 
agmn  I  did  not  hear  the  end  of  Vorovaateen's  speech- 
After  that,  the  stranger  said,  "  I  was  ordered  to  re- 
main with  you  till  the  end  of  the  honness,  to  assiGt 
yoa  throughout,  and  after  it  is  finished,  to  return  to 
the  CountetM,  to  her  conutry  seat-  near  Moscow,  at 
*  •  *  •  At  these  words,  Vorovaatecn  and  the 
stranger  went  ont  at  the  gate,  and  I  remained  at  the 
window  HI  a  state  of  shipefacticm  and  uneasiness  on 
account  of  what  I  had  heard.  Tliere  conld  be  no 
doubt  but  that  Vorovaaleen  was  brewing-  some  mischief, 
and  I,  knowing  the  looseness  of  his  principles,  was  con- 
vinced, that  neither  the  fear  of  God  nor  the  voice  of 
conscience  would  keep  him  ftom  the  commission  of 
crime.  But  who  could  that  unfortunate  victim  be,  for 
whose  destruction  this  plot  was  contrived  ?  Who 
could  that  Countess  be,  who  impatiently  waited  for 
the  news  of  her  fellow-creature's  misfortune  ?  Who, 
tliat  Count  ?  Who,  the  new-comer  ?  That  dreadfiil 
secret,  boding  destruction  to  some  one,  made  me 
shudder.     I  felt  that  it  would  be  to  no  purpose  to  in- 
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e  of  Vorovaateen,  and  to  tell  bim  that  I  had  over- 
heard part  of  his  (iiBcourae  witli  the  unknown  stranger. 
Besides,  I  dreaded,  lest  by  diHCOveriiig  Mh  intentions,  I 
might  draw  down  apon  myself  faiu  ajiger  and  even  ven- 
gea.nee  ;  so  I  reaolred  to  be  silent,  to  have  all  my  eyes 
about  me,  and,  if  it  should  be  possible,  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  this  wicked  project.  Tormented  with 
these  thonghts,  I  paced  up  and  down  the  room,  agitated 
with  violent  emotions.  My  heart  beat  strongly,  my 
head  felt  heavy,  my  mouth  was  dry.  I  went  into  the 
postmaster's  sitting  room,  in  order  to  get  a  draught  of 
water,  and  by  chance  saw  the  unknown  stranger's  po- 
doroajneif.  From  it  I  learned,  tliat  Vorovaateen's  confe- 
ilerete  whs  a.  jiteghtchaneen*  of  Kolomna,  called  Prokh- 
or  NojofF,  and  tliat  he  was  travelling  from  Moscow 
to  Orenburg. 

To  divert  my  attention,  I  went  to  take  a  walk 
through  tho  town.  Bnt  in  our  country-towns  there 
aje  few  attractions  for  a  traveller.  All  that  1  saw  from 
one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other,  as  I  walked  along 
the  streets,  was — ra^ed  boys,  hungry  dogs,  homed 
cMtle  and  fowls,  cheek  by  juwi,  grubbing  amongst  the 
dirt  in  tlie  middle  of  the  street ;  old  women  with  their 
arms  iiklnibo  standing  at  the  gates  of  log-houses 
talking  with  their  neighbours,  or  scolding  one  ano- 
llier  ;  grown-up  men  standing  in  crowds  before  the 
cabarets  where  the  old  men  were  seated  ;  and  youths 
pacing  to  arid  fro  before  windows,  from  which  now 
and  then  some  sweet  little  female  visages  would  peep 
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onL  In  Eome  plac«s  the  moomerfi'  Eonga  were  liearU ; 
and  to  complete  the  picture,  in  two  places,  peaceable 
citizeni  were  pulling  each  other  by  the  hair  in  a.  circle 
of  good  neighbonrs  and  MendH,  while  some  respected 
fathers  of  families,  inebriated  with  the  gifts  of  the  hy- 
perborean BacchuB,  joined  ana  in  arra  with  eome 
dozens  of  boys,  and  were  singing  a  dancing  song.  It 
WBB  the  evening  of  a  holiday. 

The  town  wBfl  nothing  but  a  large  square  space  of 
ground  surroiindml  witli  a  broken  railing ;  three-fonrtha 
of  die  enclosed  ground  were  occupied  as  pasture. — 
A  broad  street,  or  properly  speaking,  the  post-road, 
went  through  the  middle  of  this  eucloi^ure.  On  both 
sides  of  this  road,  across  the  gutters,  were  built  biihII 
wooden  houses  and  huts.  On  the  right  and  left  were 
some  lanes  witli  huts  half  sunk  in  the  ground,  and  large 
empty  spaces  of  land  inclosed  with  broken  rails  and 
palings.  In  the  centre  of  the  town  was  a  square)  in 
which  was  erected  a  brick  chnrch  and  a  half-mined 
structure  of  the  same  mat«rials,  wliich  had  at  one  time 
been  destined  for  the  gorermnent  buildings.  On  paper 
this  town  occupied  a  great  deal  of  space,  and  all  ^ 
streets  marked  out  in  nature  by  the  digging  away  of 
earth  and  the  remains  of  gutters,  fanned  a  beaatifiil 
perspective  on  the  plan.  It  was  only  a  pity  that  heapti 
of  dung  and  rubbisli  of  all  sorts,  thrown  together  con- 
fusedly, occupied  the  place  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
houses  HO  finely  planned  by  the  government  architects. 
My  readers,  *  in  fine,  have  seen  many  sucli  towns  ; 
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but  as  tbeir  DBmes  exist  on  mapt^  and  plans,  kept  In  the 
public  archives,  and  as  the  places  for  the  conBtmction 
of  the  houses  are  marked  out,  and  even  the  ornaments 
contrived,  it  would  appear  that  the  half  of  the  busineffl 
WHS  sJready  done.  For  the  rest,  no  one  is  to  blame  : 
man  proposes  and  God  disposes !  So  it  is  as  iniposai- 
ble  to  make  a  towD  populous  without  local  advantsgea, 
as  it  is  to  fix  the  course  of  exchange. 

On  returning  to  the  post-house,  I  found  VoroTaateen 
in  a  very  merry  mood.  He  was  waiting-  me  to  sup- 
per, and,  in  the  meantime,  while  he  treated  the  poet- 
master  with  spuite,  was  asking  him  questions  concerning 
the  ways  of  living  of  all  tile  neigjhbouring  gentry,  con- 
cerning the  provincial  magistrates,  and  all  the  news  of 
the  district.  This  was  a  practice  of  Vorovaateen's  at 
every  stage ;  and  by  comparing  the  information  of  the 
post-masters  with  the  evidence  of  the  postillions  and 
the  keepers  of  the  cabarets  and  baiting-houses  on  the 
road,  he  made  his  own  deductions,  and  noted  them 
down  in  his  memorandum-book.  Wlien  I  one  day  in- 
quired of  him  the  reason  for  tiiis  curiosity,  Voro- 
vaateen  coolly  replied — "  How  can  we  know  before 
hand,  with  whom  we  may  have  to  do  in  the  course  of 
our  life  ?  But  when  one  knows  many  people's  habits 
of  thinking  and  acting,  occasions  may  Iiappen  when 
thin  knowledge  may  be  of  service.  I  regard  men  as 
apothecaries'  drugs,  the  pecnliarities  of  whicli  must  he 
known  in  order  to  make  use  of  them.  In  human  inter- 
course as  well  as  in  the  economy  of  inanimate  nature 
nothing  falls  to  the  ground,  if  a  wise  man  knows  how  to 
employ  men's  tempers  and  passions,     Ilie  common 
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articles  of  diet  in  the  hands  of  a  skilful  man  may  serve 
for  die  cure  of  diaeasen,  and  tbe  greatest  rogae  or  fool 
may  also  be  sometimes  of  service  to  a  wise  man  in  big 
afiain."  Vorovaateen,  on  telling  me  tbis,  ended  with 
his  usual  smile,  adding — "  Write  down  that  psycho- 
logical lesson  in  your  calendar,  VonyB.  It  i»  one  of 
tbe  principal  rules  of  my  philosophical  school."  Be- 
fore this,  I  would  have  taken  it  np  as  a  jest,  but  after 
the  conversation  which  I  liad  overheard,  Voruvaateeu's 
BYOwals  made  a  disagreeable  impresHiou  upon  me  i  now 
that  I  knew  they  might  have  some  fatal  object  in  view. 
Tliere  are  people  who  think  that  it  is  poeuble  to 
drown  grief  in  liquor.  I  never  experienced  that,  in  the 
course  of  my  life.  For  the  first  time,  I  attempted  to 
eat  and  drink  agauist  my  will,  hut  tbe  wine  went  down 
like  gall,  and  tbe  meat  seemed  to  be  tasteless,  and 
heavy  as  a  stone.  The  penetrating  Vorovaateen  per- 
ceived that  I  had  lost  my  spirits,  but  did  not  guess  th« 
cause.  "  You  appear  to  be  angry  with  me,  Veje^hrai  ?" 
said  he.  1  held  my  peace.  "  It  is  not  surely  my 
questions  about  your  father  which  liave  produced  such 
an  effect  upon  you  'f''  added  he.  "  Your  questions 
were  uotlung,  but  your  distmxt  of  my  word  was  very 
unpleasant  to  me,"  answered  I.  "  Forgive  me  then, 
my  dear  fellow  I"  exclaimed  Vorovaateen,  embracing 
me,  "  helieve  me  tliat  my  object  was  merely  love  to 
you.  I  heard  a  report  in  Moscow,  as  if  your  father  had 
left  some  [ffopeity  behind  liim,  and  as  if  your  aunt  had 
appropriated  it  to  herself,  and  God  knows  what  else ; 
and  I  merely  wished  to  find  out  whether  you  knew 
any  thing  t^it."     "  In  such  a  case,  why  did  not  you 
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'ftmunnnicate  your  doubts  to  me  directlj',  in  place  of 
beatiDg  about  the  btuh  ?  Atiter  revolving  die  matter 
well  in  my  mind,  I  am  sensible  myself  that  there  has 
beRn  much  wbich  I  cannot  comprehend  during  my  shoTt 
eiJGtence.  Can  there  be  any  thing  stranger,  for  in- 
stance, tlian  for  tlie  son  of  a  gentleman  to  be  thrown 
away,  like  a  kitten,  at  the  mercy  of  fate,  on  Gologor- 
ilofisky'x  property,  and  that  no  one  should  have  sought 
aSt^T  him,  or  troubled  themselves  about  him,  till  the 
accidental  meeting  with  his  aunt  P  But  how  that  could 
be  done  to  deprive  me  of  my  inheritance,  I  cannot  be- 
lieve, after  receiving  so  many  proofs  of  affection  from 
my  aunt.  She  is  ready  to  give  up  not  only  all  that  she 
jMSsessee,  but  even  her  life  for  me,  and  if  her  adran* 
tage  consistJ'd  in  my  not  knowing  my  relations,  elie 
would  never  have  owned  me."  "  You  ai^e  like  a 
book,"  returned  Vorovaateen ;  "  hut  I  have  experi- 
enced BO  much  in  my  life-time,  that  I  am  accustomed 
to  believe  nothing  but  what  is  bad."  ■  '■  I  pity  you," 
sud  I,  "  and  pray  to  G04I,  that  an  epoch  of  such  bit- 
ttr  experience  may  be  far  from  me,"  "  You  must 
agree  however,"  added  Vorovaateen,  "  that  it  is  very 
wtonishisg,  I  may  rather  say  incomprehensible,  that 
yonr  aont  should  rec<^ize  you  in  the  shop,  without 
havinn^  seen  you  since  your  in&ncy  I"  "  I  do  not  dis- 
pute but  that  may  appear  to  you  astonishing,  merely 
became  I  never  explained  to  you  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case.  My  aunt  has  two  very  striking  likenesses 
of  my  father ;  one  of  them  painted  in  his  childhood, 
when  he  was  about  the  same  time  of  life  as  I  was  when 
she  met  me  in  the  shop  ;  the  other  in  the  twenty-fifth 
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year  of  hia  ape,  when  he  was  married  to  my  deceased 
mother.  1  have  seen  theHe  portraits,  and  declare  that 
it  would  not  be  easy  to  find  in  the  whole  world  ho 
striking  a  resemblance  bh  there  is  liptween  me  and  my 
tatber ;  while  here  even  two  drops  of  water  are  not 
alike.  My  aunt  says,  that,  besides  this,  my  voice, 
my  gait,  my  emile  and  all  my  inoYemenle,  hecome 
from  day  to  day  more  like  my  fatlier's,  and  that  wbiH 
erer  has  seen  my  lather  once  in  his  life,  either  in  his 
youth  or  on  the  picture,  at  the  first  glance  will  sea 
that  I  am  liis  son.  And  so  you  see  that  it  was  quite 
natural  for  my  aunt,  who  keeps  the  two  miniatures  al- 
ways in  her  toilette,  and  looka  at  them  every  day,  to 
be  Btmck  at  first  sight  Mith  my  resemblance  to  my  la- 
ther, and  knowing  the  mark  which  was  upon  me,  to 
be  convinced  that  I  was  ejtactly  her  nephew.  My  own 
carelessness  and  indifference  is  more  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  it  never  shonld  come  into  my  head  to  question 
my  aunt  about -nty  parents."  Vorovaateen  heard  ma 
attentively,  looked  me  full  in  the  face,  and  became 
absorbed  in  thought.  At  last  he  rose  from  the  taUe 
and  said — ■'  We  have  spoken  enough  about  that :  you 
have  sufficiently  explained  it.     It  is  now  time  to  go 

It  was  lung  before  I  could  shut  my  eyes.  For  tha 
first  time  I  began  to  repent  t)iat  1  had  deceived  my 
ftimt,  tliat  I  had  thoughtlessly  taken  it  into  my  head 
to  fell  in  love  with  Groonya,  that  I  had  set  off  for  k 
distant  place  in  quest  of  love-adventures,  and  hod 
connected  myself  with  an  imprincipled  man.  Reason 
may  be  compared  to  the  sun,  and  passion  to  a  confiiar 
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^^ation.  A  man  vrho  should  be  in  a  house  Burraunded 
with  flames  and  filled  with  smoke,  doeH  not  see  tbe  sun. 
But  when  the  fire  abates,  then  is  the  re-appeatance  ot 
the  luminary  of  day  hailed  as  the  harbinger  of  safety 
and  consolation.  Reat^ou  spoke  out  within  me,  and  I 
felt  that  the  steps  wliii:h  I  had  taken  would  bring  me 
into  some  unpleasant  dilemma,  particularly  in  Voro- 
vaateen's  company.  I  then  resolved  to  embrace  tbe 
first  opportunity  of  returning  to  Moscow,  to  enter  into 
the  service,  to  be  more  cautious  in  the  choice  of  ray 
acquaintances,  never  more  to  fall  in  love,  and  decidedly 
to  disengage  myself  from  Vorovaateen.  It  is  thus 
that  in  adversity  we  form  wise  projects  which  are  for- 
gotten as  soon  as  the  calamity  or  danger  is  passed. 

1  am  not  Huper»titiou8,  but  some  prejudices,  if  they 
deserve  that  name,  have  taken  strong  root  within  m^ 
and  neither  age  nor  experience,  nor  reason,  can  loosen 
them.  The  chief  of  them  are,  a  belief  in  presenti- 
ments and  in  physiognomy.  Thi«  day  was  the  first  in 
my  life,  in  which  I  began  to  give  credit  to  these  pre- 
sentiments as  they  are  called.  I  shall  here  describe 
how  I  always  felt  when  any  misfortune  threatened  me. 
IVIy  heart  beat  more  strongly  tlian  usual,  and  ached  as 
if  there  was  a  wound  in  it :  the  circulation  of  ray 
blood  was  interrupted,  and,  on  reaching  the  heart,  oc- 
casioned an  unpleasant  feeling.  All  the  miseries 
which  I  had  seen  and  experienced  in  my  life  recurred 
to  my  imagination,  and  were  grouped  together  in  a 
dismal  picture  of  the  fiiture.  In  that  picture  I  always 
drew  myself  in  the  moat  nnfortunate  point  of  view. 
My  sleep  was  restless,  and  distnrbed  with  the  moat 
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(rightful  dreanie.  Bodily  weakness  attended  this  pro- 
stration of  spirits,  and  every  time  tliat  I  was  looked  in 
the  face  or  asked  any  question,  some  snspicion  was 
excited  in  my  mind :  every  noise  or  loud  bawling,  every 
appearance  of  any  stranger  who  was  unexpectedj  con- 
jured up  a  crowd  of  fears  within  me.  People  who 
were  nearest  to  my  heart  in  love  and  friendship,  whom 
I  had  never  donbted,  became  then  intolerable  to  me. 
On  the  occurrence  of  every  paroxysm,  I  expected  the 
stroke  of  fate  like  a  doomed  malefactor,  and  I  confess, 
it  rarely  happened  that  after  such  a  condition  of  mind, 
I  did  not  fall  into  some  miafortuiie,  or  at  least  meet 
with  Boraething  disagreeable.  With  regard  to  phy- 
siognomy, I  took  my  first  lesson  in  Vorovaateen'a  feai- 
tnres,  which  from  that  day  I  began  to  study  with  the 
greatest  attention,  to  weigh  all  his  words  and  actkuU) 
and  observe  the  corresponding  changes  iu  hia  coun- 
tenance. From  that  time  forward,  I  could  never  re- 
frain from  judging  people  from  tlie  impression  excit«d 
in  my  mind  at  the  first  interview.  I  afterwards  read 
the  compositions  of  Lavater  and  Delaporia  on  phy- 
siopioray,  but  always  maintain  my  own  syBtem,  and 
form  my  judgment  not  from  the  lines  of  the  coun- 
tenance, but,  BO  to  say,  from  the  play  of  the  phy- 
siognomy and  the  accueil  of  the  individual.  If  a  man 
looks  at  me  through  liis  eye-lashes,  or  does  not  look 
me  feir  in  the  face  when  he  speaks  ;  if  he  mineea  iaa 
words  through  his  teeth,  and  studiously  composes  his 
speech  during  the  conversation  ;  if  he  discoiuses  with 
me  in  questions,  always  asking  my  opinion,  implicitly 
agrees  with  me,  or  only  contradicts  me  in  order  to 
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draw  oat  a  fuller  explimation  hom  me  ;  I  declare,  I 
would  not  tniHt  such  a  man.  An  artificial  Hmile  and 
a  coiiBtiainpd  laugh  sprve  me  fur  eridenceH  of  inain- 
cerity.  Grimaces  made  involuntarily  with  the  mouth, 
a  continual  moving  of  the  lipa,  and  biting  them,  are 
with  me  bad  omens.  An  unequal  gmt  in  which  acer- 
tain  sort  of  foxish  turns  are  visible,  a  wrendiing  of  the 
whole  body  upon  one  centre,  or  crouching  similar  to 
timt  of  a  cat  before  a  mouse,  and  a  stretching  of  the 
head  forward  like  a  serpent  preparing  to  throw  itself 
upon  its  prey,  are  in  my  eyes  infallible  marks  of  a  bad 
man.  A  loud  manifestation  of  joy,  and  greeting  of 
every  arqnainlance  on  meeting,  appear  to  me  very 
suspicious.  I  shall  conclude  niy  short  digression,  by 
declaring  that  I  was  sometunes  under  a  mistake  in 
my  presentiments,  but  never  made  any  in  physi<^' 
nomy.  There  are  many  of  my  physiognomical  ob- 
servationa  which  I  do  not  describe  now  :  my  readers 
may  see  them  afterwards  in  the  portraits  of  many  of 
the  persons  whom  I  met  with  in  the  course  of  my 
life.  With  regani  to  presentiments,  I  ought  to  men- 
tion that  they  always  occurred  with  me  after  some 
transgression  or  rash  action,  vhen  I  might  expect  de- 
served or  undeserved  enmity  on  the  part  of  my  ene- 
mies. It  was  not  a  cause  but  a  consequence  ;  not  a 
forwaming  genius  like  that  of  Socrates,  hut  a  foretel- 
ling one  like  that  of  Brutus.  In  short,  whoever  has 
to  do  with  hnman  selfishness  and  passions,  must  very 
frequently  expect  calamities,  although  he  has  done 
nothing  bad,  even  though  on  the  contrary,  he  may 
have  merited  praise  and  reward.     This  is  the  way  of 
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tlie  world :  he  who  does  no  mischief  himself,  must 
have  his  trials,  and  must  aulTer  frum  the  wickedness  of 
others.  What  constitutes  the  difference  between  a 
good  and  a  bad  man  in  this  case,  is,  that  a  good  man 
anii<bt  ihe  greatest  misfortunes,  finds  consolation  in  his 
own  conscience,  and  in  the  opinions  of  honest  people, 
while  a  bad  man  has  neither  haven  nor  hope  in  that 
world  where  the  strong  cannot  oppress  the  weak. — 
But  to  return  to  tlie  thread  of  my  etory. 

Not  knowing  how  to  disguise  my  feelings,  I  could 
not  look  cheerful,  but  in  order  to  avert  all  suspicion. 
1  told  Vorovaateen  that  I  was  unwell.  1  do  not 
,  know  whether  he  believed  me,  but  he  redoubled  bh 
caresses  and  attention,  and  beliaved  towards  me  with 
all  the  tendemesB  of  a  father,  which  in  some  measure 
reconciled  me  to  him.  To  give  me  time  to  recmil 
my  health,  he  stopped  for  some  days  in  a  small  du- 
Irici-town  which  lay  in  a  beautiful  situation  on  the 
banks  of  the  Volga.  Vorovaateen  had  here  an  old 
friend  who  held  the  office  of  Sheriff",*  (capitan-ees- 
pravneek,)  to  whom  he  opened  his  mind  freely.  In 
their  company  I  heard  tilings  of  which  I  had  no  idea 
before.     As  they,  at  that  time,  made  a  strong  im- 

*  The  office  of  Capitan  EespiaiDeck,  chief  district  or  counljr- 
magiBtme,  corresponds  mor^  with  thai  of  s  Scotch  Sbeiiff'  thin 
of  an  Enelish  one.  The  office  of  sherifT  in  England  compre- 
hends Iwith  that  of  Sheriff  and  convener  of  the  county  in  ScoU 
Isnil,  nhich  ace  also  distinci  otlices  in  Russia.  The  convener  of 
the  county  goes  under  the  name  of  Dvuraynthg  Predvodeetl  in 
ItuuLan.  Both  ofKeee  are  elective  and  tiiennial.  the  landholden 
have  the  appointment,  but  tile  ccDwn^dvocate  mail  uoctlan  the 
^lecdon  before  il  ii  finaL 
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predion  upon  me,  I  shall  communicate  aome  of  the 
particniars  to  my  readers. 

Sava  Saveetch  was  reckoned  one  of  the  clererest 
Sherifis  in  the  whole  province.  He  was  of  a  full 
figure,  and,  ii-om  having  served  some  time  in  the 
police-dragons,  still  retained  his  military  attitudes 
and  manner,  kept  himself  always  as  straight  as  a  rush, 
and  in  turning,  made  a  rajiid /ace-aboiil  with  his  whole 
hudy.  Years  and  the  fumes  of  liis  potations  luui 
weakened  the  roots  of  his  hair,  so  that  he  had  lost 
it  almost  entirely,  except  some  tufts  on  his  whiskers 
Riid  chin.  His  lourr  nose  and  the  extremities  of  his 
me^re  fate  were  covered  witli  livid  carhuacles  ;  from 
under  bis  bushy,  hoary  eyebrows,  glared  a  pair  of 
small,  grey,  cattish  eyes.  He  always  went  about  ut 
his  official  uniform-surtout,  and  wore  in  his  waiirt  a 
irossack  porte-epee.  He  never  put  on  his  sword  but 
when  he  went  upon  any  official  business ;  his  usual 
weapon  was  a  cossack  whip  with  a  leaden  bullet  plaited 
into  the  end  of  it.  His  head  was  generally  covered 
with  a  stiff-crowned  leathern  cap  which  added  to  his 
raihlnry  appearance.  His  voice  was  like  the  growl- 
ing of  a  bear.  His  wriling-depftrtmeut  was  managed 
by  an  old  clerk  who  spent  three  fourths  of  his  time 
with  his  leg  tethered  to  a  writing-table.*  In  addition 
lo  thiB,  by  Sava  Saveetch's  orders,  liis  boots  were 
Utkea  off,  to  prevent  him  from  decamping  to  the  ca- 
baret.    Bnt  the  supple  clerk  found  the  road  to  the 
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bottle  without  rising  from  hia  cliair.  Some  of  his 
cronies  among  the  underHtrappera  woulil  fetch  him 
vodky  in  apothecaries'  phials,  Beveral  dosea  of  which 
he  would  dispatch  erery  hour,  from  the  time  that 
Sava  Sayeetrli  had,  in  quest  of  his  bottles  and  cans, 
ransacked  tlie  stove,  chimney,  and  even  behind  the 
casks  and  tubs.  On  holidays  only  be  bad  liberty  to 
get  drank,  and  then  he  was  usually  brought  home  at 
night,  as  stiff  as  a  stocit,  laid  in  the  lock-up  room,  anfl 
water  poured  upon  him.  In  liis  journeys  tliroagh  the 
district,  Phoraeetch  (this  was  his  name)  had  also  foil 
pennisaion  to  drink  a  settling  bowlful,  but  only  after 
he  had  finished  his  business  ^  for  after  his  drinking 
bouts,  his  hand  shook  so  as  to  render  him  unfit  for 
work.  Sava  Saveetch  called  Fhomeetcfa  a  golden  man, 
and  his  incUuation  to  drunkenness  he  attributed  to  hit 
unCfHnmon  talents,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  old-fashion* 
ed  people,  cannot  flourish  unless  they  are  moisteoed 
with  spiritual  dew.  According  to  this  maJom,  Say* 
Saveetch  was  himself  a  genius  :  however  to  giye  hint 
his  due.  Save  Saveetch  was  thoroughly  versed  in  ba* 
siness,  particularly  in  conducting  examinations,*  foU 
lowing  up  proofs,  and  general  investigations  ;  only  he 
did  not  know  how  to  put  his  thoughts  on  p^ier  ao 
easily  as  he  could  pour  ardent  spirits  down  his  throatf 
could  not  pick  out  for  himself  in  both  capitals  such  ■ 
paif  of  spectacles  as  would  enable  him  to  read  hasty^ 
(vritten  papers  even  by  syllables,  the  same  as  if  they 
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were  printed,  and  owing  to  liis  multiplicity  of  busi- 
ness, did  not  recollect  the  dates  of  the  Ukazes.*  In 
Um  Phonieetth  was  his  mentor.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  diHtrict,  aa  a  tribute  of  juxtice  to  Sava  Saveetcli, 
relied  him  the  ^re^  wolf,  anil  his  faithful  coadjutor 
Flibmeetch  was  called  the  trap.  The  sheriff  carae  to 
qtoid  the  evening  with  us,  and  when  the  tea-uni  waa 
brAnglit  in,  he  wetted  his  throat  with  pnnch  tnade 
witii  Kizlarsky  brandy,  f  and  shewed  a  disposition  to 
open  his  mind  to  )is.  He  began  in  his  usual  way  with 
htB  hvourite  exclamation  ;  "  Bad  times  I  Bad  times  I 
Edocadon — legislation  I  but  no  mohev  !  There  n 
tlw  rub  \"\  "  Have  done  with  your  complaints  upon 
the  times,  Sava  Saveetch :"  returned  Vorovaateen. 
"  Do  yon  tliink  I  don't  know  that  the  government-berths 
pay  well :  the  devil  himself  cuuld  not  keep  yon  sitting 
here,  if  yon  did  not  make  a  livelihood  of  it."  "  All 
very  fine,  but  what  would  you  have  me  tn  do  with 
myself?"  said  the  sheriff  with  an  tur  of  cliagrin.  "We 
have  nothing  to  live  upon  but  our  former  savings  ;|{ 
for  all  tlie  jobs  which  we  have  now-a-days  will  not 
keep  us  iu  pocket-money.     Consider  tliat  we  Lave  to 

*  The  ukaiei  are  the  eame  to  RussU  as  acts  oF  Parliament  an: 
to  Eliglind,  and  aie  the  onljr  wcilten  Uwg. 

+  Brandj  made  at  Kiilar,  a  tonn  on  die  Tnek  nhich  runs  [nto 
die  Caapian  sea. 

{  It  is  dtflicult  Id  lianeUte  Ihia  passage  into  English  with  the 
name  poinl  as  it  haa  in  the  original.  The  word  legiilaliim  U  here 
inserted  far  ImiUIa  which,  in  Bu9«ian,  does  not  mean  literally 
juitiec,  but  the  juridical  depBrcmeDlef  the  si^tf. 

II  The  salary  altached  to  offices  such  an  these  i<  a  mere  trifle, 
unlesB  ihe  hmdholdETi  euhscrihe  anions  thetnselvea  to  augmeot 
it ;  a  tbing  which  rarely  happens. 
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feed  the  good  folks  in  the  govennnent-town  as  children 
hftve  to  feeil  tlieir  old  daddy.  What  signifies  my  hav- 
ing nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighteen  aoula, 
if  these  souls  are  in  an  empty  body  !"  "  How  1"  el- 
claimed  1 :  "  you  have  nine  thousand  two  Iinndred  and 
eighteen  souls,  and  you  complain  of  yonr  poverty !" 
The  sheriff  smiled  and  replied :  "  These  souls,  bro- 
ther, please  to  observe,  are  not  mine  but  the  em- 
peror's, lying  under  my  man^ement ;  Imt  he  who 
milks  the  cow  has  a  right  to  drink  milk,  and  it  can- 
not be  otherwise,  but  when  the  emperor  has  hie  fill, 
there  must  be  some  scrapings  left  by  accid&nces,  *  as 
it  ia  called  :  but  now,  had  times  !  bad  times  I  edocs- 
tion — legislation  !  but  no  money  !  there's  the  rub  ! 
Something,  it  is  true,  is  to  be  made  if  there  should  be 
a  hue  and  cry  after  deserters  and  v^^bonds  in  one 
district,  but  unibrtimately  that  is  a  rare  occurrence ; 
and  it  is  diiticult  to  trace  them  on  any  person's  pro- 
perty. It  is  easy  to  see  tliat  the  day  of  judgment  is 
nigh  at  hand  I  for  theft  is  become  rare,  and  murders 
are  scarcely  heard  of.  It  is  changed  times  for  our 
brethren  iLe  lawyers,  whose  purses  now  are  in  a  gal- 
loping constunption  !  No  business,  no  livelihood.  In 
the  meantune  they  write  us  from  the  higher  courts  i 
aye,  they  writes  us,  that  prisons  were  not  made  for 
nightingales ;  that  coats  cannot  be  stitched  with  com- 
pliments, and  the  like.  Misery,  nothing  but  misery  I 
On  all  sides  we  are  invaded  by  what  is  called  the 
march  of  intellect :  they  have  got  a  substitute  for  law- 
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yere  in  the  sLape  of  books  wliich  they  can  cany  in  their 
pockets :  decent  people  like  us  are  uovf  a  standing  jeet 
and  laughing'-stock  in  the  two  tapitals,  and  that  not 
only  on  the  stage,  bnt  in  the  nenspapers  ;  and  for 
what  ?  Why,  becaoae  forsooth,  we,  poor  derils,  want 
to  eat  dry  bread  for  onr  labour.  Even  our  country 
gentry  are  grown  wise  now-a-days.  Tliey  are  not 
content  with  the  theory,  but  they  most  try  tlieir  liands 
at  the  practice  of  law,  anil  hardly  any  mischief  hep- 
pena,  but  off  they  post  direct  to  the  higher  provincial 
courts,  and  even  to  head-quarters.  It  is  better,  say 
they,  to  feed  the  wolf  than  the  wolfs  whelps.  It  is 
true  I  tease  them  properly,  and  handle  them  with  iron 
gloves.  If  I  find  but  one  deserter  in  the  district,  I 
make  him  confesa  that  he  haa  been  harboured  by  all 
the  rich  proprietors  and  even  peasants,  (their  masters 
being  anawerable,)  and  imniediately  I  turn  the  whole 
district  upside  down.  If  a  dead  body  should  chance 
to  be  found,  I  toss  it  about  to  thirty  different  places, 
in  order  to  implicate  every  body.  A  stolen  horse  I 
trace  od  paper,  ii»one  night,  to  twenty  different  stables. 
But  all  that  is  sad  fagging,  a  hard-eamed  kopeek  I 
drive  about,  run  about,  here  and  there,  write,  examine, 
crom-examine,  and  knock  about  like  a  fish  amoii^  the 
ice,  a  hundred  times  in  one  place,  fifty  times  in  ano- 
ther, and  ten  times  in  a  third  I  Bad  times,  brother  I 
Education — legislation  I"  Sava  Saveetch  here  washed 
down  his  grief,  and  knocking  his  glass  upon  the  table, 
ceased  to  give  utterance  to  his  thoughts.  Vorovaateen 
was  pleased  with  his  friend's  openness,  and  endeavour- 
'  But  the  fain,   Sava 
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Saveetch,  and  passports,  and  prosecutions  for  govern- 
luent-debts,  and  private  delits,  the  regialering  of  pro- 
perty, rich  guardianahips,  and  ItesideB  that,  the  repair- 
ing of  the  roads,  conveying  of  govemment-HtoreB,  Bte. 
&c.  ?"  "  The  devil  has  skimnied  off  the  cream  of  all 
this,"  angrily  replied  Sava  Saveetch.  "  Few  game- 
sters come  to  the  fairs,  and  they  who  do  come  are  as 
poor  as  church-mice,  and  have  not  the  wherewithal  to 
pay  tlie  nsual  fees  for  permission  to  fleece  the  comitry- 
gentry,  with  whom  it  is  now  the  fashion  to  go  to  one 
of  the  two  capitals  to  be  mined.  There  is  little  to  be 
got  from  passports  :  little  work  in  the  capitals :  trade 
goes  on  badly,  and  few  peasants  leave  the  district  in 
quest  of  work,  either  for  themselves  or  their  horses. 
It  is  true  that  we  are  paid  well  for  our  trouble  in  pro- 
secnting  govern ment-defaulters  and  private  debtors; 
but  the  orders  are  very  strict  now,  and  the  governors 
and  procnreuTB  bear  hard  on  our  fraternity  if  we  lose 
sight  of  the  government-interests.  Of  private  busi- 
ness not  a  word.  In  my  opinion,  though  debts  were 
BB  common  as  dung,  they  would  rather  let  them  stand 
over,  than  put  the  business  into  our  hands.  It  is  an 
age  since  we  have  had  a  prosecution  for  debt,  or  any 
thing  to  register  or  copy  :  tlie  provincial  and  district' 
courts  correspond  with  one  another  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner, and  let  the  money-lender  read,  if  he  pleaae,  the 
regulations  respecting  prosecutions  for  debt,  and  amuse 
himself  with  the  fair  and  legible  hands  of  the  clerics 
of  the  coort.  That  is  an  object,  thank  God,  which 
they  leave  as  it  is,  without  picking  any  holes.  The 
roads,  brother,  and  conveyance  of  stores  are  mere 
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trifles  I  For  it  ia  only  the  post-roads  which  we  re- 
pair, snd  them  only  when  any  important  perBOOi^e  is 
about  to  travel  that  way  :  hh  for  the  other  roa^,  though 
the  devil  himself  tireak  his  neck,  that  is  not  our  bu- 
siness I  The  troops  are  now  quartered  on  the  fi-on- 
liers,  so  that  loads  are  scarce.  With  regard  to  guar- 
dianBhips,  you  are  mistaken,  my  friend,  in  assigning 
us  A  revenue  from  that  source.  To  he  sure,  every 
body  may  make  something  by  the  property  of  a  ward, 
if  he  gets  it  into  his  hands ;  but  now  the  gentry  keep 
these  sweet  morsels  to  themselves,  and  can  manage 
the  business  in,  as  masterly  a  style  as  any  of  ns.  If 
any  person  is  placed  under  our  inspection  for  bad  ma- 
nt^ment ;  in  a  case  like  that,  a  rat  might  die  of  hun- 
ger on  such  an  estate.  No,  brother,  bad  times,  bad 
times  !  Education — legislation  !  but  no  money  ! 
tiiere's  the  mb  I"  "  No,  Sava  Saveetch  I"  said  Vo- 
rnvaateen  :  "  things  are  not  changed  so  much  as  you 
would  make  us  believe  :  the  difference  is  only  in  this, 
that  you  must  now  do  every  thing  under  the  rose  : 
there  was  a  time  when  you  laid  hold  of  your  booty  as 
an  experienced  marksman  does  the  game  wliich  he  has 
brought  down ;  but  now—"  "  Bnt  now,"  said  the 
sheriff,  "  we  must  have  all  our  eyes  about  us  :  honesty 
is  the  order  of  the  day,"  added  he,  and  again  repeat- 
ed his  favourite  expression  :  "  Bad  times,  had  times  ! 
Education — l^iislation  I  but  no  money  I  there's  the 
rub  !"  Vorovaateen  went  out  of  the  room,  and  the 
sheriff  addressed  himself  to  me  :  "  You  are,  I  under- 
stand, a  relation  of  Mr.  Vorovaateen  ?"  "  Yes,  Sir." 
"  You  have  not  yet  entered  the  service  ?"  "  No." 
H  3 
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"  It  is  time,  Sir  ;  high  time  ;  eepecifiUy  if  you  think 
of  entering  the  civil  servii^e.  The  grunmar  of  the 
law,  Sir,  is  ao  ocean  1  You  will  not  drink  it  b11,  but 
you  must  do  what  you  can  at  the  water's  edge.  To 
speak  the  truth,  the  oniy  people  who  understand  the 
buainess  are  those  who  have  begun  at  the  lowest  gra- 
dations. I  advise  you  to  lose  no  time."  Meanwhile, 
Voroyaateen  returned  into  the  room,  and  the  talkative 
sheriff,  obHerving  that  his  friurid  hail  put  on  a  taciturn 
and  serious  air,  began  on  his  part  to  torment  him  with 
questions.  I  let  them  go  on  with  their  converestion 
about  tlieir  common  aci^nuntances  without  attending 
to  the  partictdars,  but  a  topic  at  length  occurred  which 
aroused  me.  "  I  say,  fiieud :  I  believe  you  are  in 
my  debt,"  said  the  sheriff  to  Vorovaateen.  "  For 
what  ?"  asked  Vorovaateen.  "  How  I  You  surely 
have  not  foi^tten,  that,  in  virtue  of  your  letter,  I  al- 
lowed the  Meihtekaneen,  Nojoff,  to  escape  from  prison, 
niio  was  accused  of  having  ran  away  from  Siberia  to 
which  he  had  been  banished  ?  You  aent  only  three 
hundred  roubles,  and  promised  rae  sa  much  more  ;  in 
the  meantime  Nojoff  stalks  about  at  liberty,  and  I 
have  not  so  much  as  heard  the  clink  of  your  money. 
Aba,  brother  I  that  is  not  acting  like  a  man  of  honour." 
"  My  dear  Sava  Saveetch,"  said  VorovaaWen,  "  is  it 
for  us  to  reckon  up  trifles  like  that  F  You  tUd  a  good 
action.  Nojoff  was  unjustly  sentenced,  and  I,  from 
mere  biuuanity,  sacrificed  my  own  money  for  his  de- 
liverance. I  thought  diat  on  his  return  to  Moscow  he 
would  repay  me,  and  g^ve  me  still  more  for  you  ;  but 
he  felt  ill  in  the  course  of  a  month  after,  and  died 
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from  the  effects  of  fear,  a  victim  to  hainan  malice." 
"  That  is  not  exactly  gospel,"  said  the  sheriff  coolly. 
"  NojofFhaa,  since  that  time,  been  long  known  to  tne 
police  for  varions  offences  ;  lie  is  still  a.  public  cha- 
racter, and  1  learned  lately  that  nome  of  our  merchants 
had  seen  him  in  Moscow  last  winter.  No,  friend,  that 
will  nut  do :  I  mnst  have  the  money.  Perhaps  you 
don't  know  that  I  had  myself  a  narrow  eecape,  owing 
to  that  damn'd  aJlair :  had  to  enconuter  two  examina- 
tions, three  reprimands,  and,  in  addition  to  all  the 
eifpencei^,  had  a  fine  to  pay.  And  after  all,  1  would 
not  have  got*off  as  1  did,  if  the  ProcoreurB  lady, 
thank  God,  had  not  taken  a  fancy  to  my  new  Moscow- 
made  sledge,"  "  Very  well,  very  well ;  we  shall  make 
it  np  with  you,''  said  Vorovaateen :  "  bat  go  to  bed 
now,  for  my  head  aches."  Sava  Saveetch  made  a 
wry  face,  hnt,  to  console  himBelf,  emptied  the  liottle 
and  went  home.  We  immediately  lay  down  ;"  but  I 
could  not  sleep  the  whole  night  for  thinking  of  Voro- 
Taateen's  connection  with  sncfa  an  infamous  villain  at^ 
Nojoff.  At  break  of  day,  when  I  fell  asleep,  a  shock- 
ing dream  represented  to  me  Nojoff  in  the  act  of  cutt- 
ing off  my  head  with  an  axe.  I  screamed  out,  leaped 
out  of  bed  as  if  the  dream  was  a  reality,  and  awaken- 
ed Vorovaateen.  He  was  frightened,  and  concluded 
from  my  restless  sleep,  that  I  was  in  a  fever.     He 


■  Tbere  are  nobed.roome  in  the  houses  upon  the  road,  but  if  (he 
tTBteller  shoiild  haic  h  bed  or  pillow  vUb  bim,  he  gets  it  aptead 
out  Bl  ntKht  OP  the  SaoT  of  the  eilting.room  ;  if  he  haie  no  bed. 
he  ran  (federally  finil  either  a  aofa  or  a  piece  of  felt  to  atrelch 
hiinicif  out  upon  for  the  nifiht,  at  leant  id  the  post-hDusea. 
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undertook  to  cure  me,  and  would  force  me  to  drink 
some  sort  of  tincture  :  I  refused  to  follow  his  prescrip- 
tion, and  he  desisted  from  taking  any  farther  charge 
of  my  health. 

After  this,  in  order  to  escape  from  the  importuni- 
ties of  his  friend,  the  Sheriff,  he  resolved  to  leave  the 
town  inmiediately.  On  learning  that  Sava  Saveetch 
had  gone  out  some  distance  upon  business,  for  a  few 
hours,  he  sent  for  horses,  and  before  mid-day,  we 
posted  for  Orenburg. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


The  Frtednuui — Lunatic — Lovf's  labour  lost. 


We  juriveil  at  Orenburg  at  about  ten  o'cloL'k  in  the 
inoniing,  and  pnt  up  in  the  euiiurbs,  at  the  house  uf 
the  Meshtchaneen,  Ivan  KaqjofF,  who  kept  a  sort  of 
Poxbttfoalee  dvor  *  for  acquaintances  and  people  re- 
commended to  him.  We  were  ahewn  into  two  clean 
rooms  hang  with  coloured  paper,  while  Vorovaateen'H 
servant,  a  apeciea  of  automaton,  or  machine  for  taking 
off  lxK)tB  and  bmshing  clothes,  was  lodged  opposite, 
in  the  landlord's  apartments.  Vorovaateen,  after 
changing  his  clothes,  immediately  went  into  the  city, 
saying  that  he  would  return  late  in  the  evening,  and 
advised  me  to  dine  at  home  and  rest  after  the  journey. 
Being  left  alone,  I  called  upon  the  landlord,  in  order 
U>  learn,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  something  of 
Matrena  Ivanovna  Shtoseen,  and  her  daughter  my  dear 
Groonya,  on  whose  account  the  journey  had  been  un- 
dertaken. Our  landlord  was  a  man  about  fifty  yearx 
of  age,  good-looking,  tall,  broad-shouldered  and  ruddy- 
faced,  who  might  have  stood  a<4  a  model  for  a  Hercu- 
les, lie  was  of  a  clieerful  and  talkative  temperament, 
as  full-blooded  and  lively  people  generally  are.  On 
my  asking  him  the  question  whether  he  was  a  native  of 
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the  plELce  or  a  settler,  lie  related  Lia  history  in  a,  few 
words.  "  I  was  bom,  Sir,  in  ihe  neighbourhood  of 
Moscow,  and  was  a  serf  of  Generalsha*  Volokeeten, 
a  rich  widow  who  posaeaeed  a  great  deal  of  landed  pro- 
perty. They  say  that  I  was  not  ugly  in  my  younger 
days  ;  this  was  the  source  of  all  my  misfortunes, 
which,  by  the  Lord's  mercy,  have  had  a  happy  termi- 
nation. The  Generalsha  coming  one  summer  to  our 
village,  saw  me  at  work,  and  immediately  took  me 
into  her  household.  I  was  then  sixteen  years  of  a^ 
and  my  motlier'a  only  son.  My  hair  they  cropped  in 
the  German  laaliion,  dressed  me  in  a  lace<l  coat,  and 
put  me  under  the  tuition  of  an  old  footman  and  the 
housekeeper,  to  he  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  the 
service-  With  tears  I  eTclian^ed  my  siieep-skia  coat 
for  an  embroidered  livery.  Household  servants  always 
appeared  to  me  to  be  tied-up  dogs,  and  I  never  envied 
their  coudition.  In  other  respects,  I  lived  very  weU 
in  the  manor-house.  The  lady  used  to  caress  me, 
pat  my  cheeks,  and  stroke  my  head,  and  even  send 
me  dainties  from  her  table.  The  maul-Bervants  looked 
kindly  upon  me,  and  even  the  hou'w-steward  behaved 
towards  me  as  if  I  was  a  nobleman's  son.  I  did  not 
understand  the  meaning  of  all  these  marks  of  kindness 
and  distinction,  till  tlie  old  housekeeper,  under  whose 
orders  I  was,  gave  me  to  understand  tliat  I  would 
soon  be  called  to  fill  an  office  not  at  all  to  my  mind. 
Tliis  duty  consisted  in  being  always  about  the  lady, 
and  thill  appeared  to  me  to  be  more  terrible  than  Uw 
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king  of  terrors.  An  icy  chill  ran  through  my  veins  at 
these  tidinga.  A  single  look  at  the  lady  mnde  me 
shudder  from  top  to  toe  1  Figure  to  yourself  a  sbon, 
thick,  fifty-year-old  goody,  with  her  face  smeared  all 
over  with  white  and  red  paint,  like  a  horse-car- 
pet, with  goats'  eyes  and  red  hair  mixed  with  grey  ; 
who,  in  place  of  teeth,  clattered  a  parcel  of  loose  yellow 
bonea  in  her  month.  Her  voice  was  like  the  creaking 
of  an  ungreased  cart,  and  she  was  continually  scolding 
or  screaming  at  the  servants,  or  caressing  and  calling 
to  her  lapdogs.  Having  heard  the  story  of  Baba 
(Goody)  Eoga,*  it  appeared  to  me  that  she  could 
have  been  neither  better  nor  worse  than  my  Generalsha- 
The  housekeeper  let  me  know  that  the  former  valet 
Pheelkaf  would  set  off  next  day  for  Moscow,  to  live 
under  a  passport,  and  the  same  day  I  would  step  into 
his  shoes.  This  Fheelka  was  a  young  man  of  two- 
snd-twenty.  He  had  held  his  situation  for  six  years, 
(for  the  lady  always  chose  for  herself  valets  of  that 
time  of  life),  and  though  he  had  been  a  good-looking 
lad,  his  features  were  so  altered,  probably  from  grief 
and  vexation,  that  he  had  all  the  appearance  of  a 
corpse.  He  wastjuite  rejoiced  at  bis  deliverance,  and 
waited  with  impatience  for  the  day  of  his  departure. 
But  I  anticipated  him.     As  soon  as  it  was  daiic,  I 

*  Bsbi  EegJ  is  the  heroine  of  a  Rubslbh  nuner;  tale,  in  which 
her  peraoD  is  described  by  sUiieraiioDs  conveying  not  ihe  moit  de- 
licate idcoa  ;  hut  the  upshot  of  the  aiory  ia  ttiat  she  eita  her  own 
god-child.  The  tale  hsB  aomeicBembUnce  to  tbeold  English  one 
('  LitlU  Bed  BidingJuiud.' 

elka  il  a  dimlnutiie  f>ir  Philip, 
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qnifitly  took  ahorse  out  of  the  atable,  Wpndnpon  hia 
back  without  a  saddle,  and  rode  to  the  high  way  at  full 
gallop  without  knowing  whither  and  wherefore. — 
Every  time  that  ray  lady'a  charms  recurred  to  my 
mind,  I  gave  a  kick  extraordinary  to  the  horse,  as  if 
slie  were  behind  me.  Never  man  fled  with  bucJi 
eagemesa  from  bad  treatment,  as  I  from  eui  opposite 
motive.  At  last,  by  day-break,  I  rode  into  the  dis- 
trict-town to  the  Eespraitieek  whom  I  knew  person- 
ally, as  he  frequently  came  to  our  village  to  collect 
money,  I  know  not  whether  for  himaelf  or  the  govern- 
ment. I  honestly  told  the  Eesprmmeek  what  the 
houaekeeper  had  said  to  me,  and  resolutely  declared 
my  intention  to  enlist  as  a  soldier  *  rather  thaji  retnm 
to  my  miBtreaa,  The  Eespravneek  aad  his  wife  langb- 
ed  till  the  tears  came  into  their  eyes,  at  my  story,  bat 
to  asaiat  me  was  impossible,  seeing  that  I  made  a  mere 
Terbal  complaint  without  any  proofs.  My  horse  was 
put  into  the  stable,  and  I  myself  into  the  lock-nproom, 
and  my  mistress  was  infonned  of  what  had  happened. 
I  afterwards  learned  that  the  Eespravneek  got  a 
good  round  sum  for  quashing  the  information  ;  while 
I,  for  running  away  and  stealing  the  horse,  was  whip- 
ped in  the  court  and  banished  to  an.  estate?  of  my  lady's 
in  the  government  of  Saratoff,  where  there  was  a  vod- 
ky-distillery  ;  orders  at  the  aame  time  were  given  to 
treat  me  with  the  utmost  rigour,  and  puniah  me  as 
often  aa  possible.  Fortunately  my  lady  did  not  know 
that  the  manager  of  the  diatillery  who  waa  alao  one  of 

'  Tbe  oeit  to  the  lowcat  pDint  of  human  irCaerj,  BCMtding 
ID  the  idesiaf  a  Kuaiiui  peBiant,  U  10  enter  the  anaj. 
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her  serfs,  wm  my  second  uncle.  He  pitied  my  unfor- 
tonate  condition,  ordered  hia  (Jerk  to  teach  me  read- 
rng-,  writii^,  and  arithmetic,  and  after  that,  employed  ' 
me  to  aaaist  liim  in  keeping  the  accountx.  Nobody  in 
the  distillery  except  my  imcle  knew  of  my  ailTentures, 
and  as  he  kept  the  people  under  strict  coutroul,  1  was 
looked  up  to,  being  his  assistant.  At  the  end  of  ten 
years,  my  lady  went  to  the  other  world,  and  with 
her  ended  my  misfortunes.  She  was  succeeded  by 
her  SOD  whom  she  would  not  suffer  near  her  eyes  in 
her  lifetime,  because  on  one  occasion,  when  at  home 
from  iLe  regiment  on  a  furlough,  he  took  it  into  hia 
head  to  make  love  to  one  of  her  elevees*  or,  properly 
iqteaking,  maid-servaiita,  that  is  to  say,  orphans  of 
people  not  exactly  in  the  lowest  condition.  My  young 
master  knew  the  reason  of  my  banblmient,  and  on  his 
arrival  at  the  distillery,  called  me  to  him,  spoke  to  me 
in  terms  of  kindness,  and,  at  my  uncle's  recommenda- 
tion, made  me  manager  of  the  distillery,  while  he  gave 
him  the  management  of  the  whole  estate  and  his  free- 
dom at  the  same  time.  As  1  knew  the  business  and 
was  guided  by  the  fear  of  God,  I  gained  my  masters 
favour.  At  last,  in  the  coiu'se  of  twelve  years,  oiu' 
good  master  died  childless,  and  in  his  will  gave  me  my 
treedom,  along  with  other  old  household  servants.  By 
economy  and  industry,  Jouied  to  the  generosity  of  my 
good  master,  I  amassed  a  small  capital,  and  resolved  to 

legitimate  or  iUegiiimate  oSsprin^  of  thtir  own,  adopt  and  brio^ 
up  cbildreD  or  olhen,  and  ihc  lav  gnmls  gieal  I'acililies  la  the 
bequEBthiug  dC  piopen;  in  such  casee. 
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HCttle  in  Orenburg,  wliere,  chancing  to  be  on  a  former 
occasion,  I  had  looked  out  a  bride  for  myself.  It  is 
*  now  fifteen  years  since  I  came  here  and  married,  boilt 
this  small  bouse,  and  have,  under  God's  protection, 
carried  on  a,  littifi  traffic  with  the  Kii^heez  TartAra. 
God  haa  blessed  me  with  good  children  ;  my  oldest 
daug'bier  is  already  fourteen  years  of  age  ;  my  second, 
twelve,  and  ray  youngest  child,  my  son,  in  his  tenth 
year.  This  is  the  way,  Sir,  in  whicli  I  chanced  to 
come  here  1  No  one  can  foresee  what  is  to  happen 
from  his  birth,  and  God  alone  knows  where  we  may 
leave  our  bones.  But  do  you  please  to  eat  any  thing? 
This  is  a  lioUday  and  we  can  give  you  a  pie"  made 
with  buck-wheat  and  Ural  fish."  I  did  not  wish  to 
part  from  my  worthy  landlord,  and  asked  permission 
to  dine  along  with  his  family,  which  he  readily  granted, 
adding — "  If  you  are  not  upon  ceremony,  just  do  as 

It  is  a  happy  thing  that  nature  and  fortune  distri- 
bute their  gifts  without  regard  to  birth  or  pretension!. 
How  many  rich  people  would  think  themselves  fortu- 
nate, if,  in  place  of  tbeir  yellow-bced  or  pale-look- 
ing children,  they  had  such  a  healthy,  rosy-cheeked 
o&pring  as  my  landlord's  I  His  wife,  a  woman  of 
five-and-thirty,    fresh,    active,    and  indtutrions,    mB 


*  Pies  are  b  favouiltc  digh  or  the  lower  lort  of  RQuians  who 
Ue  in  good  circumstances,  paTlicularlf  on  holldaya.  The;  are 
usually  bakt^d  of  second  flour  «iib  butteT  and  auct,  or  atufled 
with  buck-wheat  griti  along  with  lutned  milk  and  carrots;  dur- 
ing thcfaBU,  tbe  flour  ii  baked  with  hemp-oil,  asd  the  bueb- 
wheat  usually  mixed  with  niaabcd  muihrooma. 
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of  Bs  clieerfiil  a  frame  of  mijid  as  her  husband.  My 
good  liost  and  hostess  took  a  liking  for  me  when  we 
firat  met,  and  bebared  like  old  aujuaiutanceH,  whWa ' 
tbcir  oldest  daugliter  cast  some  stolen  looks  at  me, 
blusbed  and  held  down  her  large  black  eyes  whenever 
they  eucountered  mine.  Tian  girl  appeared  to  me  to 
be  much  prettier  llian  Groonya  ;  but)  as  1  bad  come 
expressly  on  G^oonya's  account,  1  resolved  at  last  to 
question  my  landlord  about  her  mother  : — "  Mrs. 
Shtoseen  lives  in  our  city,"  replied  my  landlord,  "  and 
keeps  B  lull  house.  She  baa  a  daughter  yi>ung  and 
giddy,  who  attracts  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  as  lioaey 
sJluree  flies.  It  is  two  moutha  ago  lliat  a  youiig  officer 
ndjo  lired  with  me,  wanted  to  many  her ;  but,  having 
lost  his  money  at  cards,  he  took  a  xecond  thonght,  and 
guessed  ri(^tly  that  Mrs.  Shloaeen's  house  is  nothing 
but  a  tnp  where  people  are  daily  plundered,  and  that 
her  daughter  is  nothing  but  a  decoy  for  simpletong. 
This  officer  told  me  a  great  deal  of  the  proceedings, 
both  of  mother  and  daughter,  but  I  do  not  like  to  re- 
peat what  is  bad,  and  it  is  better  for  yon.  Sir,  not  to 
know."  Dinner  was  over,  and  I  did  not  dare  to  ask 
iba  landlord  any  further  particulars.  \\'ith  a  heavy 
Imrt  1  went  into  my  room  and  lay  down  in  bed.  It 
■m  long  before  I  could  get  any  sleep  for  thinking  of 
Ittjr  bitter  lot  an<l  woetnl  di.'^ppointnient  in  my  first 
friendHhip  and  my  first-love.  I  comforted  myself  how- 
onr  with  the  re6ection,  that  perhaps  the  stories  of  the 
•fficer  to  my  landlord  might  not  be  true,  and  might  be 
Ae  ravings  of  a  man  who  had  ruined  liimself  by  play. 
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I  reaolved  accordingly  to  believe  nothing  till  I  should 
Bee  it  with  my  own  eyes. 

Vorovaateeu  returned  earlier  tban  I  expected.  He 
was  grave  and  eerioue.  After  alight  xnpper,  he  went 
to  bed,  sayingthat  he  wasindispoaed.  From  vexation 
I  followed  his  example,  thoogh  I  felt  no  inclination  to 
sleep.  About  midnight,  when  I  began  to  slumber,  a 
strange  noiee  in  the  adjoining  room  alarmed  me.  I 
rose  out  of  bed,  took  hold  of  the  handles  of  the  door, 
and  opening  one  half,  I  saw  Vorovaateen  sitting  at  the 
window,  with  nothing  on  him  but  his  shirt,  and  hia 
breast  bare.  His  face  was  overcast  with  a  deadly  pale- 
ness ;  the  red  spots  asBunied  a  violet  colour  ;  hia  eye« 
were  open,  and  it  seemed  as  if  they  sncked  in  with 
greediness  the  rayx  of  the  moon :  his  hair  was  clotted 
together  and  stood  on  end.     His  lips  quivered  as  if  he 

attempted  to  speak,  and  on  a  sudden  he  b^fan 

to  beat  his  breast  and  tear  his  hair,  gnashing  with  hia 
teeth.  I  trembled  for  fear  and  durst  not  speak  a  single 
word,  but  could  not  leave  the  spot.  Vorovaateen 
bawled  out  in  a  terrible,  unearthly  voice,  and,  on  a 
sudden,  began  to  speak  loudly  but  very  fast  and  un- 
intelligibly. At  last  he  grew  calmer  and  spoke  dis- 
tinctly and  comprehensibly  ; — "  What  right  have  yoo 
to  warn  me,  to  threaten,  to  counsel  ?     You  a  priest 

God  be  with  yon  I     Counsel   him  who  seeks 

yonr  instructions.  I  had  recourse  to  you  in  time  of 
sickness,  and  you,  from  knowing  some  of  the  secrete 
of  my  soul,  have  presumed  to  hector  me  at  first  meet- 
ing :  no,  father  Peter,  no  ;  your  preaching  is  all  wast- 
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3  npon  me.  I  am  well,  I  am  well,  and  may  live 
twenty  or  thirty  years  yel."  After  a  sliglit  panae, 
\'orovaateen  coutiuued — "  True  :  it  is  time  to  call 
that  to  my  recollection.  How  many  crc<lnloiis  youths 
have  I  been  the  means  of  mining  I  I,  like  a  fallen 
angel,  teach  the  thoughtless  ungotUineaa,  and  am  lay- 
sel/  afraid  to  appear  before  a  righteoua  God  !  Is  it 
possible  that  I,  who  have  recmited  the  ranks  of  hell, 
should  save  myself  from  the  same  fate  ?  No.  Think 
again.  Ruining  the  inexperienced  by  false  play,  be- 
traying them  into  the  bands  of  sharpers,  instilling  into 
the  minds  of  those  whom  I  led  astray,  a  hatred  for  all 
the  moral  and  civil  obligations  of  mankind,  for  lucre's 
sake,  I  have  up  to  this  hour  never  yet  attained  riches 
which  Lave  been  the  object  of  my  pursuit  for  a  whole 
age.  I  have  httnlly  fifty  thousand  roubles*  ready 
money.  That  is  little,  very  little.  Look  ye,  tatlier 
Peter !  As  soon  as  I  have  made  up  the  eimi  of  a 
himdred  thousand,  I  give  you  my  word  that  I  will 
become  an  honest  man,  will  sellle  in  a  distaiit  country 
where  I  am  not  iaiown,  and  will  live  quietly  and  will 
cheat  or  ruin  no  one.  I  will  keep  all  the  fasts,  go  to 
church  and  pray  r^;ularly,  and  at  my  death  will 
leave  my  money  to  build  a  monastery.  I  have  three 
afiurs  at  present  on  hand ;  once  they  are  finished, 
there  will  bo  little  wanting  to  malte  up  the  hundred 
thoQsand.  If  I  could  but  get  that  d — d  Vejeegben  off 
my  hands.  But  that  is  not  my  business  ;  I  wash  my 
liands  of  it.     Let  Nojoff  proceed  as  he  tliiuka  proper. 

■  Hathet  more  thaa  £3000  Sieiling. 
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It  ia  bia  sffmr.  I  have  fulfilled  ray  part  of  the  com- 
miBsioii,  have  led  him  on  a  wild-goose  cliase  to  the 
frontiers  of  the  empire.  Oh  father  Peter,  whydo  yoa 
stare  on  me  eo  liorribl}'  ?  Cease  preaching  npon  hell 
and  the  last  jud^iORnt  and  everloating  fire  I  It  u 
Mghtful,  very  frightful  I  I  teach  others  to  disbelieve 
it,  and  cannot  hear  of  it  myself  withont  trembling. 
Araiint,  begone,  father  Peter  I  Horrible  I  horrible  ! 
Here  is  fire,  here  is  blood,  blood  I"  At  these  words 
Vororaateen  trembled  all  over,  and  fell  from  the  window 
on  the  floor :  his  breathing  ceased,  as  if  his  soul  had  left 
its  earthly  tenement.  On  a  sudden  he  screamed  out 
and  shut  his  eyes.  I  myself  grew  almost  insenaiblei 
and  shook  like  an  aspen  leaf.  Not  daring  to  disturb 
Vorovaateen,  and  fearing  I  might  awaken  him,  1  siun- 
moned  all  my  strength,  reached  my  bed,  and  threw 
myself  on  it  with  exhaustion,  as  if  it  were  after  an  at- 
tack of  the  ague.  I  was  now  confirmed  in  my  suspi- 
cions that  some  conspiracy  was  on  foot  against  me, 
and  that  the  conversation  overheard  between  Kojoff 
and  Vorovaateen  related  to  me.  But  who  wbs  tiat 
Nojoff?  \Vhat  had  I  done  to  him?  Wliat  had  I 
done  to  Vorovaateen  ?  Wliat  countess  wants  my  de- 
Btmction  ?  I  never  offended  any  woman  in  my  life 
time.  It  must  be  eome  scheme  of  Grabeelen's.  Of 
all  the  vitttors  at  my  aunt's  house,  Grabeelen  was  tiie 
only  one  who  did  not  like  me.     But  a  Coimt«aa  I 

Incomprehensible  I     With  snch  and  sii 

reflections  I  fell  asleep  at  day-break  from  men 
hauation.     Thinking  that  Vorovaateen  was  in  a  feTef)  1 
I  resolved  to  employ  the  time  of  his  illness  for  mf  ' 
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own  deliverance,  aud  to  conceal  myself  from  him  and 
his  friend  Nojoff,  who  was  also,  no  doobt,  at  this 
time  in  Orenburg. 

To  my  aatonishment,  Vorovaateen  next  day  arose 
from  his  bed  in  perfect  health  and  spirits  i  I,  on  the 
contrary,  felt  a  ntmibness  through  all  my  raembers, 
and  found  mynelf  upon  the  whole  quite  out  of  order. 
At  tea,  Vororaateen  projtoaetl  to  me  to  go  a  hunting 
next  day.  which  1  declined,  fearing  that  he  might  on 
that  occasion  put  Ids  plot  into  execution.  He  told 
me  that  Mre.  Shtoeeeu  was  not  in  town,  bnt  would 
return  in  a  few  days,  and  adiiaed  me  in  the  mean 
time  to  keep  the  house,  adding,  that  he  saw  from  my 
&ce  that  I  wan  not  well.  I  promised  not  to  go  out, 
bnt  he  bad  scarcely  left  tlie  house  when  I  <hessed  my- 
self, and  reeolced  to  get  authentic  infonnation  about 
Mrs.  Shtoaeen,  as  1  <]id  not  believe  Vorovaateen.  I 
wished  at  least  to  bid  adieu  to  Groonya,  and  after 
that,  to  look  out  for  ways  and  means  to  return  to 
Moscow.  I  relied  upon  the  asaiatance  of  my  worthy 
landlord. 

At  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  was  already  in  the 
nei}^hbonrhood  of  the  house  occupied  by  Mrg,  Shtn- 
«een,  and  learned  from  the  neighbours  that  she  had 
not  left  the  town.  There  was  a  wicket  from  her  gar- 
den to  the  street,  and  I  entered  that  way  in  order  to 
take  breath  and  prepare  myiwlf  for  meeting  with 
Groonya,  against  whom  I  iiad  been  ho  Hgdly  prepos- 
Bessed.  Passing  gently  through  a  dark  alley,  I  per- 
CMved  a  Hununer  house  at  tlie  end  of  it.  Through 
the  branches  of  trees  and  the  tretlis-work  wliich  com- 
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posed  the  walls  of  the  Bummer  house,  I  observed 
something  white.  Adrancing  on  tiptoe  nearer  to  Ute 
sommer  houHe,  I  overheard  Groonya's  Toice  convers- 
ing with  a  person  of  the  other  sex. 

"  I  congratulate  you,  Groonya",  sud  the  gentletnai], 
"  on  the  aiTival  of  an  admirer  from  Moscow,  and  ■ 
succOBsfo]  admirer,  Vorovaateen  says :  this  yoath,  in 
reliance  on  your  love  and  hand,  lias  run  away  from 
his  relations  to  see  his  sweetheart,  a  distance  of  Bome 
thousand  versts.  That  is  uo  joke,  my  dear  Groonya! 
lie  certainly  must  have  strong  cause  to  expect  a  reci-  ' 
procal  affection  on  your  part."  Have  done  with  your  ii 
foolery,  mon  t'Aw  Alexandre,  replied  Groonya;  ii 
"  Vorovaateen  intentionally  stirs  up  your  jealousy  \ 
Ly  ailly  Btories.  It  is  true  that  I  knew  this  same  Ve>  i 
jeeghen  in  Moscow,  aud  perceiving  his  foolish  passion 
for  me,  relieved  myself  from  enniu  at  his  expense^ 
But  do  you  seriously  think,  that  such  a  little,  un- 
fledged scape-grace,  who  in  the  seventeenth  year  of 
his  age,  before  he  bail  finished  his  schooling,  gKve 
himself  the  airs  of  a  gamester  and  a  gallant ;  in  a  wor^ 
a  hopeful  disciple  of  that  infamous  rascal  Vorovaateen ; 
do  you  think  that  such  a  creature  could  engage  jstj 
affections  ?  My  mother  ordered  me  to  pay  him  some 
little  attention,  because  he  always  lost  money  at  her 
card-table — ond  this  is  all  our  connexion.  It  grievea 
me  that  you  should  even  in  jest  be  jealous  of  such  a 
achool-boy."  "  But  it  is  said,"  contiimed  he,  "  that 
this  Vejeeghen  has  very  good  features,  is  clever  be- 
yond his  years,  easy  in  his  address,  sings  and  pUyi 
on  the  piano  and  guitar  excellently ;  in  a  word  that  he 
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is  capable  of  turning  the  head" — "of  some  sil]y  coiin- 
try  fool,  "  replied  Groonya.  "  How  could  I  think  of 
preferring  his  wishy-washy,  half-girlish  face,  to  such  a 
masculine  countenance,  such  dear  little  whiskers,  such 
martial  eyes." — The  gentleman  did  not  allow  Groonya 
to  finish  her  sentence,  and  I  heard  the  Bounds  of  kiss- 


Wounded  self-love,  anger  and  rexation,  here  got  the 
(letter  of  me.  I  sprang  like  a  niadnaii  out  of  the 
bushes,  and  appeared  before  the  astonished  lovers. 
Groonya  sighed  and  covered  her  face  with  her  hands. 
The  officer  of  hussais  leaped  fi'om  his  seat,  knocked 
upon  the  ground  with  his  sword,  and  exclainied  rudely; 
"  Who  are  you,  and  bow  dare  you  come  here  without 
asking  permission  ?"  I  did  not  answer  a  word  to  the 
officer,  bnt,  turning  to  Groonya,  said;  "  You  deceiver; 
you  cheat!  You  call  me  a  school-boy,  a  scape-grace: 
you  say  that  you  never  loved  me,  and  that  you  played 
upon  my  sincerity.  But  1  have  in  my  hands  proofe, 
if  not  of  your  love,  at  least  of  your  falsehood  and 
coquetry.  Here,  do  you  see  your  hair,  your  letters 
in  which  you  assured  me  of  your  eternal,  your  bound- 
less attachment ;  and  bound  yourself  to  he  mine  for 
ever.  I  am  now  undeceived  with  regard  to  your  ■ 
worthless  character,  will  exclaim  against  you  everyvi  I 
where,  and  read  your  letters  to  every  body.  Have 
you  any  curiosity  Mr.  Officer  ?"  Groonya  wiih  eyes 
ftill  of  tears,  throwing  herself  about  the  officer's  neck, 
exclaimed,  "  Screen  me  from  that  blackguard,  or  I 
nhall  die  of  relation  !  The  impudent  liar  I  If  you 
love  me,  protect  me  I"      It  appeared  that  the  officer 
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was  not  oyer  much  concerned  for  the  delieacy  of 
Groonya's  feelings,  and  that  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
present,  he  did  not  trouble  his  head  either  about  the 
past  or  the  future.  He  threw  himself  on  me  like  a 
madman,  plucked  out  of  my  handsf  my  letters  and 
Groonya's  hair,  and,  seizing  me  by  the  collar,  he 
dragged  me  out  of  the  summer  house.  Resistance 
on  my  part  only  drew  down  upon  myself  additkmal 
blows :  the  brawny  officer  tossed  me  out  at  the  wicket, 
and  giving  me  a  kick,  locked  the  door.  I  became  in- 
sensible ;  shame  and  confusion  completely  overpowered 
me.  I  ran  home,  wanted  to  shoot  myself,  to  shoot 
the  officer,  and  Groonya.  A  thousand  shoc^ii^ 
thoughts  succeeded  one  another :  but,  on  arriving  at 
my  lodgings,  I  felt  a  weakness  creeping  all  over  me. 
It  appeared  as  if  my  skin  was  being  seared  with  a  red 
hot  iron,  and  as  if  all  my  blood  was  blazing  into  flame., 
I  soon  lost  my  senses,  and  except  a  dreadful  heat  in 
my  head,  and  thirst,  I  had  no  consciousness  of  being 
in  the  land  of  the  living. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


I  do  not  recollect  how  long  I  coDtinued  insensibly  I 
bnt  I  came  to  myself  ia  a.  dream.  I  dreamed  that  i  I 
fell  into  wat«r,  and  lay  in  the  bottom  of  a  deep  river. 
Cold  made  me  awake.  I  opened  my  eyes  and  at- 
tempted to  Htir,  but  felt  that  I  was  wrapped  up  in 
Romething  wet,  and  that  I  was  bound.  A  sound  like 
that  wliieh  arises  from  playing  the  gaodka,^  fell  up- 
on  my  ears.  With  the  greatest  labour  I  turned  ray 
head  from  the  wall  to  the  light,  and  every  tiling 
which  appeared  before  my  eyes  excited  my  amaze- 
ment. I  lay  in  a  f«nt  on  a  heap  of  felt,  and  saw  I 
was  wrapped  up  quite  naked  in  a  sheep-skin  with  the 
wool  oDtwards.  Beside  my  bed  there  sat  a  man  in  a 
striped  khalaal,  with  a  high,  black,  shepp-skin  cap ; 
he  was  playing  on  a  goodka  and  singing  with  a  plain- 
tive voice,  making  a  regular  movement  with  bis  head 
and  frightitil  grimaces.  From  this  man'H  oblong  eyes, 
dingy  face,  prominent  cheek-bones  and  thin  hair  on 
the  wbinkers  and  beard,  I  recognised  him  as  a  Kirgheez. 
He  was  uncommonly  glad  when  he  perceived  that  I 
I  opened  my  eyes,  and  exerting  himself  to  relieve 
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me  from  my  captivity,  leaped  from  his  seat,  turned 
about  several  times  on  hi»i  haudit,  and  cried  with  all 
hia  strength,  heating  a  drum  which  hung  from  his  aasL 
At  his  cry  seTeral  KiTghe«z  came  in,  and  with  them 
three  women.  One  Klrgheez  of  a  tall  figure,  dressed 
in  a  silk  khalaat  and  Email  scull-cap  emhroidered  with 
gold,  approached  my  bed,  and  addressed  me  in  pretty 
good  Russian  :  "  Wliat  do  you  want  ?  Are  yon 
better?"  "  I  am  cold,"  replied  I  ;  "  and  want  to 
eat  or  drink  something  hot.  Order  me  to  be  nnbooDd 
and  dressed  in  some  warm  clothing."  "  Now  yon  are 
sorely  well,  when  you  want  to  eat,"  said  the  tail 
Kirgheez.  He  sent  away  the  females,  and  ordered 
two  Kirgheez  to  take  off  the  slieep-skin,  to  wash  me 
and  rub  me  with  some  strong  ointment  resemblii^ 
gall,  and  coyer  me  with  kha/aati,  which  was  imme- 
diately executed.  I  wished  to  stand  upon  my  1^, 
but  from  weakness  fell  down  on  my  bed.  tn  die 
meantime  a  young  woman  brought  me  a  bowl  of  Hoap 
made  with  rice,  and  after  diinldng  the  Htrengthening 
liquid,  I  felt  that  my  blood  took  a  regular  course,  and 
that  my  strength  returned.  After  I  had  satisfied  my 
hunger,  1  fell  asleep,  and  the  tall  Kii^heez  perceiT- 
ing  tlus,  ordered  all  to  go  out  of  the  tent,  saying : 
"  Don't  disturb  yourself,  hut  grow  well.  God  is  great 
in  the  clouds,  and  the  steppe  is  uot  without  good 
people  I " 

1  fell  asleep  at  sunset,  and  awoke  at  sunrise;  raiaed 
my  head  first,  then  stood  up,  and  was  very  glad  that  I 
was  able  to  stand  on  my  feet.  With  difficulty  I  ma- 
naged to  get  out  of  the  tent.     On  seeing  tlie  sun  and 
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Re  ctoudleia  sky,  I  tlirew  myself  om  niy  knees,  and, 
with  tears  in  my  eyes,  thanked  God  for  delivering-  me 
from  snch  a  dangerous  illness,  and  preBerviiig  my  life. 
A  atrange  scene  appeared  before  me.  Tlie  tents  were 
erected  on  tbe  sliore  of  a  lake  ;  all  around  waa  seen 
the  boundless  steppe,  and,  in  the  midst  of  some  few 
bushes,  a  numerons  herd  of  sheep,  horses,  camels,  and 
homed  cattle  waa  feeding.  Men  and  women  were 
occupied  in  working :  some  were  milking  cows  and 
mares, — others  were  spreading  out  felt, — a  third  party 
was  lighting  fires  and  carrying  water, — others  were 
slaughtering  sheep  and  horses.  The  talking  and  cry- 
ing of  people  was  mingled  with  ttie  neighing  of  horses, 
the  lowing  of  cows,  and  the  bloating  of  sheep.  I 
guessed  that  I  was  in  a  Kirgheezian  encampment,  bnt 
could  not  conjecture  how  I  had  come  tliere.  My  last 
recollection  was  confined  to  my  meeting  with  Groon- 
ya,  And  arrival  at  my  lodgings.  After  that,  I  thought 
that  I  (vas  not  alive,  and  that  I  had  risen  from  the 
dead  in  a  Kirgheezian  tent.  Tfje  tall  Kirgheez  in  the 
silk  khalaat  was  standing  beside  his  t«nt,  which  was 
larger  and  handsomer  than  the  rest.  He  was  smok- 
ing tobacco,  and  lookiog  all  around  him.  On  seeing 
me,  he  ordered  one  of  his  attendants  lo  bring  me  to 
him.  Guessing  that  he  must  be  the  chief,  I  made  a 
bow  to  him,  and  begged  permission  to  sit  on  the 
ground  on  account  of  my  weakness.  The  chief  or- 
dered felt  to  be  brought  and  placed  under  me  ;  and  he 
himself,  sitting  on  a  carpet  opposite  lo  me,  said,  "  Yoa 
must  know,  Ivan,  that  you  ore  my  slave.  I  am  the 
chief  of  a  renowned  division  of  the  Kii^heezian  horde. 
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My  nRme  in  Anialaii  Snltan.  Serve  me  faithfolly  if 
ymi  wiah  to  live  happily.  If  I  observe  in  you  any  de- 
sire to  run  Bway,  I  will  sell  yon,  or  have  you  slaugh- 
tered like  a  elieep." — This  unanswerabte  speech  did 
not  afford  orer-mach  consolation  to  nie  on  my  rear- 
very,  but  I  had  no  nlternntive,  and  replied,  with 
feigned  equanimity,  "  I  will  sprre  you  faithfully,  and, 
though  I  have  not  yet  Iwen  able  to  be  of  any  eerrice 
to  you,  I  make  free  to  ask  you  one  favour,  ae  a  pledge 
of  what  may  follow:  1«lline  in  what  manner  I  fell  into 
your  hands  P  I  was  so  unwell  that  I  do  not  recollect 
what  has  happened  to  Tne." — "  As  it  is  your  -wiah,  I 
Hhall  tell  you.  I  was  in  Orenbnri;  upon  buetoeM 
three  weeks  ago.  On  leaving  town  in  the  erening,  I 
turned  trom  the  main  road  in  order  to  regain  the 
steppe  by  a  by-way  known  to  us,  and  saw  two  anned 
men  who  were  taliing  something  ont  of  a  cart,  TTiere 
were  only  four  of  my  countrymen  with  me  to  lead  my 
camels ;  the  rest  had  gone  on  before  oa.  Fearing  that 
the  Cossacks  of  the  frontier  might  hear  the  report  of 
our  fire-arms,  I  did  not  chuse  to  fall  upon  the  robbera, 
who  were  quarrelling  with  one  another  what  was  to  be 
done  with  you.  A  tall  flatbced  man  with  (Topped 
hair  wished  lo  cut  off  your  head ;  another  palefaced 
thin  man  advised  him  to  throw  you  oil  the  gnnuid,  to 
avoid  the  shedding  of  blood,  saying  that  without  their 
aid  you  would  soon  give  up  the  ghost.  I  heard  their 
conversation  at  a  distance,  owing  tu  the  wind.  They 
were  frightened  when  I  made  up  to  them,  and  very 
glad  when  I  declared  that  1  did  not  wish  to  raise  any 
brawl  with  them  so  near  the  town,    and  designed  to 
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free  ihem  from  farther  trouble,  by  taking  witli  me  the 
peraon  about  whose  fate  they  were  quarrelliiig.  The 
raacals  couaeiited,  and  gave  you  up  to  nie  on  condi- 
tioa  that  1  should  not  pennit  you  to  write  to  Russia 
to  profnre  your  raoBoiii.  I  promised  to  do  bo,  and 
they  returned  to  the  town.  Vou  lay  in  the  heat  of 
a  fever,  without  feeling,  wrapped  up  in  a  blanket.  I 
itninediately  ordered  two  of  our  spare  sheep  to  be 
slaughtered,  wrapped  *  you  up  naked  in  their  wet 
hides,  and  paclied  you  up  amon^t  the  haggags  on  a 
camel.  The  wet  skins,  and  a  powder  made  from  tlie 
dried  legs  of  the  bird  Teelegoose,  -I*  which  I  always 
carry  about  with  me,  because  it  is  also  a  remedy  for 
the  bit«  of  mad  dogs,  kept  alive  the  vital  spark  in 
vour  bo<ly.  On  onr  arrii-al  in  the  camp,  at  my  wives' 
recpiest,  I  called  in  the  most  skilfo]  Haxa,  %  ordered 
hitn  to  try  his  skill  upon  you,  ami  play  upon  the  Ko- 
bees,  II  as  long  as  your  disease  continued,  chnnging 
the  skins  always  for  tresli  ones  of  other  animals,  some-' 
times  twice  or  thric*  a-day.  My  wives  fed  you  with 
gmel  made  of  rice,  and  a  decoction  of  the  herb  shee- 
raz;§  and  at  length  it  pleased  God  and  his  prophet 
to  spare  you,  for  the  honour  and  glory  of  serving  me. 
Sultan  Arsalan  I     I  pitied  yonr  youth  ;  your  life  now 

■  This  ia  a  Kirgh»iiaD  remedy. 
+  A  bird  resembling  B  partridge. 
;  Bbib  i>  (he  aame  bb  Che  Siberian  S/wmaun,  b  prophet  and 
iiugeon. 

II  A  sort  Df  guitar  or  fiddle,  without  an  upper  board.  They 
plaf  on  it  with  b  bon  m  on  a  ciuloncella.  The  Baxui  matte  use 
uf  thiiinslrumeDt  nhile  engHKod  in  prophesying. 

g  A  plant  growing  m  tlie  sleppe,  made  use  of  for  esdting  per- 
spiration. 
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belongs  to  me,  and  yon  must  for  ever  gire  Up  all 
hopes  of  seeing  again  your  native  land.  But  tell  me, 
who  were  those  robbers  who  wished  to  raurdet  ytm, 
and  what  was  the  reason  of  their  enmity  ?" — After 
first  thanking  Arsalan  Sultan  for  the  care  which  be 
had  t^en  of  me,  and  renewing  the  assurances  of  iny 
fidelity,  1  related  to  him  in  what  manner  I  had  left 
Moscow  with  Vorovaateen,  in  order  to  meet  with 
(iroonya  ;  how  I  fell  in  with  NojofF,  and  overheard  his 
t'ouversation ;  and  at  last,  how  I  learned  Groonya's 
treachery,  and  after  that  fell  into  a  fever  from  menUl 
distraction.  I  declared  to  my  new  master  that  I  sria- 
pectednooneofadeaign  to  murder  me, except  Vorovaa- 
(een  and  Nojoff ;  but  what  tempted  ihem  to  plot  my 
destruction  I  could  not  tell,  because  I  could  not  un- 
riddle  it  myself.  1  could  not  believe  that  thoae  ras- 
cals would  have  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  lonr' 
der  me  for  the  sake  of  the  few  hundred  roubles  of 
'  mine  wliicli  Vorovaateen  liad  with  him,  on  pretence  of 
taking  charge  of  them. — "  It  is  a  pity,"  said  Aisalsu 
Sultan,  "  that  J  did  not  cut  off  from  the  face  of  the 
earth  such  heartless  villains,  who  could  employ  thdr 
Ht.rength  and  eoniBge  against  a  poor  sick  youth  :  if  they 
fall  within  my  grasp  another  time,  1  sliall  leave  their 
hones  to  dry  on  the  steppe,  and  give  their  carcases  for 
a  nest  to  serpents,  which  are  much  better  than  tliey. 
Look  ye,  Ivan,  till  yon  gatlier  strength  I  do  not  ask 
you  to  work.  My  wives  will  give  you  meat  and 
drink,  and  then  we  shall  see  what  yon  are  fit  for." — 
Arsalan  Sultan's  family  consisted  of  three  wives  and 
four  children, — tlu^e  daughters,  Irom  five  to  seven 
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years  of  age,  and  one  son  about  niy  time  of  life,  Al! 
the  three  wiveB  were  young'  and  pretty.  If  the  rule 
were  to  be  admitted  that  narrow  eyes  ami  prominent 
cheek-bones  are  no  deformity,  then  ArsaJan  Sultan's 
wives  would  have  been  beauties,  even  in  an  European 
capital ;  and  he  Iiimself,  although  he  was  heyond  forty, 
might  deserve  the  name  of  the  Kirgheezian  Apollo. 
His  son  was  bom  of  hia  fourth  wife,  who  no  longer 
existed :  but  the  young  Gayuk  experienced  kindnesH 
and  attention  from  all  Ms  three  stepmothers, — a  lisp- 
pinesB  of  which  Htep-sona  caimot  always  boast  in  more 
po1ishi>d  commtmitiea.  My  nianter  was  fortunate  in 
his  family.  Hia  wives  lived  on  friendly  terms  witfi 
«ne  another,  had  cheerful  tempers,  and  endeavoured  to 
please  their  husband  as  far  as  they  could.  He  was 
very  alTable  in  his  demeanour  towards  his  servants, 
and  they  loved  me  like  their  own  brother.  I  was  in- 
debted to  them  indeed  for  my  recovery. 

Autumn  came  on,  and  we  prepared  to  break  up 
our  encampincnt  in  search  of  winter  quarters.  Arsalau 
Sullan  dispat^'hed  messengers  to  such  of  the  neighbour- 
ing UDok*  aa  were  inhabited  by  liis  friends,  1o  give 
notice  of  hia  shifting  hia  quarters,  and  of  the  direction 
which  lie  meant  to  take  in  the  steppe.  On  the  return 
of  the  messengers,  all  the  baggage  was  packed  up 
into  different  bales,  the  tents  were  struck,  and  the 
loads  were  put  upon  the  backs  of  camels  and  baggie- 
horses,  and  on  a  given  signal  they  formed  into  order 
for  marching.     Every  family  formed  a  separate  divi- 

■  jiaol  is  the  Tarlnr  name  for  an  encampmetir. 
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aion.  The  children,  old  women,  young  gii'ls,  old  men 
and  sick,  were  seated  on  camels ;  and  all  the  men  capa- 
ble of  bearing  arms,  and  all  tlie  young  women,  were  on 
horse-back,  in  tbeir  best  apparel,  aa  if  it  were  an  ex- 
traordinary  holiday.  The  front,  rear,  and  flanka  of 
the  caravan  were  covered  by  troops  of  horsemen  armed 
witli  pikes,  spears,  sabres,  and  matcli-locks.  The 
flocks  and  herds  formed  a.  separate  detachment  witlun 
sight  of  the  caravan.  When  all  was  ready  for  march- 
ing, Arealan  Sultan  ordered  the  Buxa  to  begin  hia  di- 
vination on  the  success  of  their  undertaking.  The 
Baxa  advanced  in  front,  took  a  knife  out  of  his  belt, 
drew  a  circle  round  about  him,  with  a  Htick,  in  the 
sand,  and  then,  holding  bis  knife  to  his  throat,  began 
to  sing  loudly.  His  singing  was  accompanied  with 
outrageous  screams  and  roars,  which  soon  exhausted 
nil  his  strength.  He  fell  down  like  a  lifeless  corpse, 
bis  breathing  was  hardly  discernible,  and  he  apparently 
slept.  The  whole  aool  looked  upon  this  prophetical 
farce,  with  silence  and  devotion.  In  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  the  Baxa  began  to  move,  and  to  speak  as  if  in 
his  sleep.  Arsalan  Sultan  and  llie  other  elders  atten- 
tively listened  to  his  words,  and  concluded  from  them 
that  we  should  have  a  prosperous  journey.  The  ex- 
liausted  Baxa  n-as  seated  on  a  camel,  and  ou  a  signal 
being  given,  we  advanced.  I  was  stationed  beside 
Arsalan  Sultan  on  an  unbroken  horse,  and  was  dressed 
in  the  Kiigheezian  fashion.  By  particular  favour,  and 
in  compliance  with  the  request  of  his  wives,  he  made 
me  his  armour-bearer,  or  properly  speaking,  his  mili- 
tary attendant.      My  duty  consisted  in  holding  hia 


Wt  wbeD  he  dismounted,  handing  him  Km 
filling  Mh  pipe,  vleauing  hia  miuket,  waiting  at  dinnt^r, 
and  smuaing  him  with  Htoriea  itud  eougtt.  During  Hie. 
time  of  our  first  march,  Araalaii  moved  to  same  dis- 
tance from  hia  people,  and  calhug  me  to  him,  Boid '. 
*'  Yon.  have  seen  something  ol"  our  manner  of  life, 
Itmo,  and  I  hope  that  yon  do  not  wiah  now  to  excliange 
our  gteppes  for  your  ovra  amaky  towns,  where  people 
collect  together  to  cheat  one  another,  and  contrive 
HaceBaitiea  which  make  them  the  slaves  of  all  posaible 
folliea,  and  aet  them  a.  cmwliug  and  fawning  before 
ereiy  one  who  hsH  it  in  his  power  to  elevate  them  in 
the  eyes  of  fools,  anil  invent  them  with  richee  of  which 
they  know  not  either  the  value  or  the  measure  ?  What 
doea  man  wanl.  ? — To  have  hia  fill  of  meat  and  drink, 
to  be  clothed  and  c«mfortable.  All  this  you  will 
find  with  U8.  Without  labour  and  trouble,  you 
have  your  food  and  clothing  from  our  fiocka  and 
herds,  we  do  not  bother  our  hcaila  about  the  tutnre, 
and  we  are  always  ready  to  repel  force  by  force  if 
molested  by  any  enemy  or  false  friend  among  our 
neigbboura :  we  prefer  our  arms  to  stratagems,  lying 
and  cheating,  the  weapoua  used  by  your  inhabitants  of 
towns.  You  value  the  beauty  of  your  towns  by  tlie 
breadth  of  the  streeta,  by  their  extent,  by  tlie  greatness 
of  the  buildinga.  Our  temple  is  the  open  heaven,  our 
city  the  boundleaa  steppe  where  there  ia  no  want  of 
room,  and  where  neither  wall  nor  fence  controuls  our 
liberty.     I  have  been  in  Moscow  and  Petersburgh, 
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n  all  your  wonders,  and  have  been  astoniBhed 
to  see  wise  people  occupied  with  play-things  and 
baubles,  and  sacrificing  their  health  and  peace  merely 
in  order  to  be  always  shut  up  in  a  splendid  cage, 
whether  in  rest  or  motion,  and  to  fill  their  stomachs 
with  exotic  dainties.  I  have  taken  a  liking  for  you, 
Ivan,  I  wish  to  make  you  an  experienced  horseman, 
and  shall  teach  you  to  manage  a  horse  and  b  mnsket. 
If  you  should  fancy  any  Kirgheezian  girl,  1  shall  be 
your  spokesman,  and  shall  do  my  endea.TDUT  to  fur- 
nish your  etttablishment."  1  thanked  him  for  his  kind 
disposition  towards  me,  and  added:  "  In  my  condition 
there  is  no  choit^e  left,  and  at  all  events  I  would 
rather  be  a  warrior  than  anlave."  After  this,  Arealan 
Sultan  ordered  his  horsemen  to  shew  me  their  art- 
He  threw  small  pieces  of  RoBsian  money  on  the 
gjound,  and  his  vaulters  picked  it  up  while  at  the  full 
gallop  ;  they  rode  with  their  feet  on  the  saddle,  stood 
upon  it  on  their  head,  hit  with  their  lances  in  the  air 
stones  thrown  over  their  heads,  wrapped  up  in  dry 
grass  ;  they  took  off  one  another's  caps  and  wrestled 
on  horseback.  The  art  and  address  of  the  Kirgheez 
in  the  management  of  horses,  and  in  all  military  exer- 
cises enraptured  me,  and  I  begged  Arsalan  Sultan  to 
have  me  taught  as  soon  as  posHible  the  trade  of  a 
horseman.  "  Confess,  Ivan,"  said  he  to  nie,  "  that 
that  accomplishment  is  much  more  suitable  for  a  rout, 
than  your  melancholy  movements  of  the  legs  to  music, 
your  hoppii^  and  whirling  about,  in  which  your  youth 
shew  off  at  what  you  call  balls.  I  have  seen  your 
amusements,  and  have  fallen  asleep  at  them  from  emmi. 
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I  observed,  brother,  that  at  first  ytra  unwillingly  con- 
sented to  become  a  Kir^heezian  warrior,  but  I  am 
persuaded  that  in  time,  when  once  your  head  gets 
cleared  of  the  town-smoke,  you  will  not  part  from 
ns."  In  the  meantime  we  arrived  at  our  night^quar- 
tera.  Before  a  lazy  driver  would  Lave  finished  uii- 
liamessing  his  horses,  our  camels  were  already  un- 
loaded, the  tents  pitched,  a  fire  made  of  dried  bushes, 
and  onr  kettles  boiling.  The  women  were  employed 
in  making  reaily  our  repast  and  milking  cows  and 
mares ;  the  men  formed  a,  stationary  ^ard  and  patrole 
for  our  outposts.  At  the  fires,  joyous  songs  were 
^iug  on,  and  piping  on  the  Kobeez  and  Tchebeesga.* 
The  sky  was  clear  and  etndded  with  stars,  and  the 
air  mild.  Aisalan,  while  waiting  for  supper,  was 
sitting  before  his  tent  on  his  saddle,  and  calling  me 
Ut  him,  "  Ivan,"  said  be,  "  you  speak  in  many 
tongues,  therefore  you  know  better  than  I,  how  to 
learn  them.  But,  as  we  have  neither  books,  nor 
schools,  nor  school-masters,  I  would  advise  you  to 
learn  Kir^heezian,  and  that  (deverly.  Ask  the  name 
of  every  tiling,  and  chatter  boldly  wliat  you  know, 
without  ihinlung  of  being  laughed  at.  Necessity 
teaches  more  quickly  than  a  master  for  money.  To 
learn  the  language,  I  advise  you  to  fall  in  love.  That 
is  the  very  best  and  most  suceetisful  method.  It  was 
love  wliich  was  my  beet  sehoolmaster  in  learning 
Russian.  I  shall  tell  you  about  that  sometime.  But 
know  that  in  order  to  he  a  complete  horseman,  it  is 
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not  safGcient  to  know  liow  to  manage  aboree  and  fire- 
anna,  and  to  understand  the  language  of  our  people  : 
it  is  necesscuy  also  to  know  how  to  read  on  the  heavens 
like  a  book.  I  myself  will  undertake  that  branch  of 
your  education."  At  these  words  I  interrupted  Ar- 
salan's  speei^h,  and  said  to  him  :  "  How  I  yon  Barely 
do  not  wish  to  make  a  Sara  or  prophet  of  me  ?" 
Altaian  smiled.  "  1  believe  the  predi<:tions  of  the 
Saxa  no  more  than  you  do,"  said  be ;  "  but  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  that :  living  in  the  steppes  where 
fortunftlely  people  are  not  tied  to  one  plac«  like  trees, 
we  ought  to  know  the  marks  by  which  we  can  wend 
our  way  day  and  night.  By  day  our  guides  are  the 
Koorgawi,*  the  tombs  erected  above  our  deceased 
brethren,  and  bushes,  lakes,  rivers,  elevations,  and 
also  the  culonr  of  the  steppe  ;  and  in  the  nigbt-tiioe, 
the  sky.  Do  you  see  tliat  clear  star  ?  That  is  Temeer 
kazeek  (tbe  polar  star,)  the  iron  pole.  It  is  alwayti 
seen  in  the  quarter  whence  winter  and  cold  winds 
come.  There  the  son  rests.  On  the  right  from  Te3»eer 
kaaeek  the  snn  rises  :  opposite  it  stands  at  mid-day, 
and  sets  on  the  left.  That  star  serves  ns  in  place  of 
the  case  with  the  dart  which  you  call  the  compass- 
There  is  Tchoohan  Dgooldoos,\  (the  shepherd's  stu*,) 
which  shews  tlie  time  for  driving  the  cattle  from  the 
pasture  to  the  encampment,  and  for  driving  them  bade 
agm.  There  is  Arcair,\  (the  wild  sheep  :)  these  atais 
are  hid  in  winter,  and  tbeir  return  in  spring  Carres' 
ponds  with  the  reappearance  of  tbe  fresh  vegetation. 
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Bnc  I  do  not  wish  to  peqilex  you  at  [ireeent  witli  a 
malcitade  of  uanieH.  Lesm  to  know  tlie  heaveoH  aud 
the  earth,  that  you  may  stand  in  ueed  of  nothing  but 
your  own  manhoo<l."  Tlie  night  passed  oil  favourably, 
and  we  by  sunriHe  struek  our  tents  and  coutinued  our 
march.  After  conttuuiug  otir  march  in  the  same  order 
for  about  ten  days,  we  halted  at  the  foot  of  a  hill, 
which  separates  the  rest  of  the  steppe  from  the  nortli, 
and  we  took  up  our  quartern  in  tlie  neighbotirhooil  of 
a.  rivulet.  As  the  old  men,  from  different  signs,  fore- 
told a  hard  winter,  we  began  earlier  than  usual  to  con- 
etmct  double-felted  tents,  and  to  prepare  a  quantity  of 
wood,  reeds,  and  dry  bushes.  Of  proTisions  we  pro- 
vided mostly  dried  flesh,  and  a  drink  made  of  soured 
rye-flour,  similar  to  the  wort  tised  in  distilleries. 

In  the  meantime,  by  Arsalan  Sultan's  orders,  I  was 
titdly  taught  the  military  business  and  hotscmanship. 
They  began  by  tying  me  to  an  unbroken  horse,  and 
launching  me  into  the  steppe,  in  order  to  drive  out 
of  me  as  they  said  ray  town-tameness.  They  would 
not  give  me  any  meat  but  what  they  [jlaced  on  the 
ground  ;  and  I  was  obliged  to  procure  my  dinner 
by  lifting  it  wliile  sitting  on  my  horse,  first  at  a  pace, 
then  at  the  trot,  and  lastly  at  full  gallop.  Flour 
cakes  baked  on  the  coals,  which  are  with  them  the 
greatest  delicacy,  I  had  to  pick  up  on  the  point  of 
my  lance,  al  full  gallop ;  and  they  would  not  allow 
me  to  partake  of  game  till  I  was  myself  able  to 
hiuit  the  antelope  on  horaeback,  and  knock  it  down 
with  my  whip.  They  would  not  allow  me  to  ride 
except  at  full  speed.     In  this  way,  by  the  time  that 
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the  frosts  came  on,  I  had  become  a  tolerable  horse- 
man, by  following  the  simple  rale,  '  necessity  forms 
a  stone.* 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Arsalan  Sultan's  r«latioQ  of  hig  adTentiirce  in  Ruaela. 

1'  fell,  and  the  Kirgheez  spent  tlie  greater  part 
of  their  time  in  their  t*nta,  sitting  around  their  fires, 
and  listening  to  atory-tellers.  Our  flocks  and  herds 
were  all  this  time  in  the  open  plain,  and  fed  upon 
the  herhage  nnder  the  snow.  Except  the  driving  of 
tattle  from  place  to  place,  watching  them,  and  the 
making  rcadj'  of  the  victuals  which  consisted  more 
of  flesh  during  the  winter  season,  we  had  no  other 
work.  The  Kirgheez  during  their  inactivity  give 
themselves  np  to  the  pleaaures  of  imagination.  Their 
tales  are  ftUl  of  the  marvellons  and  Hupematural,  and 
have  always  for  their  subject  some  horseman,  wlio 
in  his  wanileringH  through  the  steppe,  fights  with 
tyrants  and  oppressors  of  the  fair  sex,  and  with  ma- 
gicians, hunts  after  beauties,  robs  rich  caravans,  and 
at  lost  returns  to  his  aool,  and  reposes  on  his  laurels. 
Love  is  always  the  chief  topic  of  these  stories  ;  their 
Bongs  also  breathe  the  tender  passion  and  heroism. 
Understanding  enough  of  the  Kii^heezian  language  to 
be  sensible  of  the  monotonous  nature  of  these  tales, 
I  grew  soon  wearied  of  them,  and  one  evening  be^ed 
Arsalan  Sultan  to  relate  Ids  real  adventures.  He  made 
good  his  promise.  In  the  following  narrative,  the 
thoughts  alone  belong  to  Arsalan  Sultan,  as  it  is  ob- 
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vioiiB  that,  after  such  a  lapse  of  time,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  me  to  retain  the  originality  of  the  Kirg- 
heezian  idiom,  Arsalan  spoke  Russian  with  aome 
few  mistakes,  but  uot  more  than  we  frequently  meet 
with  in  the  courersatioii  of  such  of  our  grandees  as 
have  received  from  their  cradle  a  foreign  education. 
He  related  as  follows  :— 

■■  It  is  so  ordained,  that  man,  gifted  aa  he  is  with 
an  immortal  soul,  shoidd  exceed  in  wicke<lnesa  and 
obduracy  all  irrational  creatures ;  and,  not  content  with 
treading  and  feeding  tipou  other  animals,  should  di- 
rect his  incessant  endeavours  towanls  the  oppression 
of  his  fellowe.  You  see,  Ivan,  ttiat  we  in  our  aool 
•  live  in  peace  and  concord  like  bretliren  of  the  same 
famil}';  but  do  not  suppose  tliat  tLis  friendship  and 
this  love  extends  to  all  our  race.  No  I  every  branch, 
every  horde  are  at  enmity  amongxt  themselves :  an 
injury  done  iu  another  aoul,  or  another  horde,  t«  a 
single  Ku^ieez,  creates  a  breach  between  all  hia 
aool  or  horde.  That  is  a  general  case  or  barantch 
although  only  a  common  custom,  but  it  is  stronger 
than  any  law  :  for  you  may  remark,  that  people  are 
readier  in  calluig  into  use  their  wicked  propessitiea 
or  penoual  advantages  than  the  rules  of  windom. 

"  My  father,  beaides  being  a  favourite  of  the  Khan, 
was  alim  one  of  his  relations  ;  but  our  Khaus  are 
powerless,  and  my  father  could  not  by  means  of  bis 
protection  shield  himself  from  the  vengeance  of  ■ 
powerful  Sultan  who  commanded  the  tribee  of  Tcheez- 
leck  and  Dertkarik,  who  are  the  bitterest  ettanitss  of 
Rusda.     The  pretence  for  this  quarrel  was  my  &• 


rVAN  VEJEEQHEN.  183 

ther's  having  received  preseiitB  from  tha  Unsaian 
Court ;  but  the  enmity  was  ill  reality  occasioned  by 
the  preference  ahewu  by  my  mother  to  my  father, 
when  she  had  been  courted  by  the  two  suitors.  Fre- 
quent inroads  and  pill^nge  on  the  part  of  his  ene- 
mies obliged  iny  father  1«  retii'e  from  the  heart  of  the 
steppe  to  the  Ruasiau  frontiers,  and  b^  asaisLmce  in 
powder  and  fire-arma  from  the  Russians.  As  a  pled^ 
of  his  fidelity  and  devotion  to  Russia,  my  father  de- 
livered me  with  several  other  young  people  as  hostages, 
wishing  me  to  see  tlie  world,  slid  observe  the  arrauge- 
menla  of  civilized  conntriea,  and  be  at  the  same  time 
useful  to  my  countrymen  by  my  acquired  knowledge. 

"  I  was  then  about  your  years,  Ivan.  We  were  sent 
to  Moscow,  where  a  auperinteiidant  was  set  over  na, 
that  is,  a  government  ofGcer,  whose  duty  consisted  in 
jtroviding  for  our  maintenance  at  the  expense  of  the 
crown,  in  accompanying  me  everywhere,  shewing  me 
what  was  curious,  anil  looldug  after  our  behaviour. 
This  officer,  who  had  lived  long  on  the  Orenburg  line, 
knew  something  of  our  language.  From  Moscow  we 
tvere  sent  to  Petersbui^h,  whero  the  government  gave 
us  a  Tartar  interpreter  and  a  Russian  leaclicr. 

■'  I  confess  to  you,  that  the  spleudour  of  luxury,  the 
display  anil  appearance  of  universal  contentment,  had 
at  tiret  a  powerful  effect  upon  me,  and  excited  a  de- 
sire «ther  to  remain  for  the  rest  of  my  days  an  inha- 
bitant of  tliat  city,  or  to  build  a  town  on  my  own  t«r- 
riwriea,  and  follow  tlie  same  arrangement. 

"  My  curiosity  could  not  be  sated.     I  wished  to  see 

2  know  every  thing,  and  cried  from  t 
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could  not  reach  what  I  saw,  or  underHtand  what  I 

"  The  EmpreHs,  Catherine  the  Second,  was  pleased 
to  express  a  wiuh  to  see  me.  I  was  elegantly  dreesed, 
and  brought  in  a  coach  and  six  to  the  palace.  With 
pride  I  surveyed  the  mob  from  the  carriage  windows 
and  fancied  that  the  eyes  of  the  wliule  metropolis  wera 
upon  me,  because  all  who  were  passing  at  the  time 
made  a  stand,  and  from  curiosity  stared  at  me.  On 
proceeding  through  one  street,  we  could  not  get  on 
for  the  immense  crowd  which  blocked  up  the  Htreet, 
and  put  (juestions  about  me  to  the  Ruperintendant. 
On  a  sudden  we  heard  the  sounds  of  mnaic,  and  mon- 
keys were  seen  at  the  open  windows  of  a  neighbour' 
ing  house.  The  mob,  without  waiting  to  hear  what 
the  superintendant  had  to  say,  ran  to  the  monkeys, 
and  we  went  on  quietly.  This  was  the  first  shock  to 
my  self-esteem,  and  I  formed  a  very  low  opinion  of  a 
mob  which  preferred  monkeys  to  the  son  of  a  sultan. 
I  did  not  at  that  time  find  out  that  it  is  as  difficult  to 
keep  steady  the  attention  of  any  mob  as  it  is  to  fix  tba 
wind,  and  tliat  fear  is  their  only  never-failing  remeni- 
biBncer. 

"  The  Empress  received  me  very  graciously, caressed 
me,  gave  me  presents,  and  sent  me  home,  giving  the 
grandees  of  her  court  particular  charge  concerning  me, 
with  orders  to  take  me  into  society,  in  order  that  I 
might  form  a  better  judgment  of  the  advantages  of 
civilization  The  Empress's  notice  brought  me  into 
fashion,  like  a  new  arrangement  of  the  hsii  or  a  new 
cut  of  a  coat.     In  the  city  there  was  no  ball,  great 
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dinner,  or  root,  where  the  handsome  Kii^heez  was 
not  present.  Tliis  name  was  given  me  by  the  leaders 
of  the  ton,  because  it  Iiad  been  said  at  court,  "  This 
little  prince  is  not  ho  ugly  as  the  Kirgheez  are  gene- 
rally represented."  Gentlemen  and  ladies  of  quality 
were  amused  with  my  simplicity,  and  I  was  amused 
with  their  talkativeness,  and  the  stupidity  with  which 
they  took  great  things  for  small,  and  small  things  for 
great.  One  day  I  found  a  worthy  family  in  tears  and 
grief;  all  were  weeping,  from  the  father  to  the  child 
at  the  breast.  "  What  has  happened  to  you  ?"  I 
asked  the  landlady. — "  Ah  I  my  dear  prince,  you 
knew  OUT  uncle," — "  'Wliat  of  him  ?  Is  he  dead  ?" — 
"  If  be  were  only  dead  it  wonld  not  be  half  bo  bad, 
because  he  has  ah-eady  begun  to  squander  his  pro- 
perty, which  my  children  should  inherit ;  but  he — 
ah  ! — he  has  lust  the  good  graces  of  his  poweritil 
patron  I" — "  Wliat  was  the  cause  of  this  d^aster  ?" — 
"  The  indiscreet  use  of  his  tongue.  Our  uncle's  pa- 
tron prided  himself  on  having  invented  a  new  fish- 
sauce  ;  my  uncle  told  his  friends  in  a  secret  that  it 
was  his  invention,  and  after  that,  good-bye  to  friend- 
ship and  patronage." — I  could  not  refrain  from  laugh- 
ing, and  this  laugh  was  ascribed  to  my  ignorance  and 
wildness. — Another  time,  I  found,  in  despur,  a  friend 
of  mine,  a  well-educated  youth.  He  wanted  to  shoot 
himself, — wanted  to  run  away  to  the  Kirgheezian 
xteppe,  to  Mde  himself  from  the  world. — "  What  mis- 
fortune preys  upon  your  mind,  my  worthy  friend  ?" 
I  asked. — "  My  dear  prince,  my  ftilher  has  cursed 
me  I" — "  How !  your  father  cursed  yon  1    you  have 
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Hurely  conunitted  some  crime  to  disgrace  your  father." 
"  I  did  uot  play  iuto  hia  tiaad  at  boatoa."- — "  How  ? 
ftnd  for  tliBt  he  has  cursed  yoa." — "  Cureed  me^  and 
banished  me  from  hia  favour  1" — I  langhed  heartily. 
"  Be  consoled,  my  worthy  fiieud  :  that  damnation  will 
not  go  op  to  heaven,  but  will  remain  at  the  card-table 
till  Bome  clever  fellow  turn  the  tablea  upon  liim,  that 
good  people  may  have  a  laugh  at  the  expense  of  a 
conceited  papa." — "  The  affair  in  question  is  not  in 
heaven  hut  on  earth,"  returned  my  friend ;  "  the  coo- 
sequences  of  that  damnation  are — I  am  cut  off  from 
bU  pecuniary  tdd.  My  father  is  glad  now  that  be  hu 
found  an  opportunity  to  deny  me  money," — "  Why 
does  your  father  take  auch  wire  of  his  money  ?" — 
"  To  give  meat  and  drink  to  a  crowd  of  interlopen* 
who  laugh  in  his  face  at  hig  folly ;  prize  hitt  exotic 
wines  and  rich  dishea,  as  if  they  were  prool^  of  wis- 
dom and  beneficent  qualities — in  fine,  of  every  thing 
worthy  of  a  gentleman." — "  As  you  like  it ;  but  yon 
appear  to  me  quite  laughable  with  your  unresHonable 
rualoms,"  said  I  to  my  friend. — "  What  ie  fun  to  me 
is  grief  to  another,"  replied  he. 

"  What  ajipeared  to  me  the  strangest  of  all,  was  the 
estimation  of  people  received  into  the  higher  clrclea. 
There,  neither  wit  nor  mental  endowments  nor  beh&- 
viouT  were  of  any  consideration, 

"  The  first  question  regularly  was,  "  How  many 
aoiUs  has  he?"  The  second,  "What  tank?"  The 
third,  "Ofwliat  femily?"  Tlie  fourth,  "Of  what 
connections  ?"  If  all  these  points  answered  the  expec- 
tationa  formed,  or  if  only  one  point  was  sufficiently 
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powerful  to  overbstimce  tlip  deficiency  oftlie  Others — 
no  maner  wliether  the  man  should  lie  a  ro^e,  a  clieal, 
a  robber,  an  oppresser — the  doors  of  all  houses  were 
open  to  him,  a  smile  was  always  on  the  fac«  on  meet- 
ing htm,  and  a  fresh  iuTitatioii  when  he  went  away. 
But  money — oh  I  for  money  I  An  mibmshed,  iinrub- 
bed  boor,  who  some  years  before  has  been  retailing 
vodky  to  footmen  and  coachmen,  and  firown  rich  by 
cheating,  m  received  in  the  houses  of  these  gentry 
better  than  a  poor  warrior  who  has  no  other  recom- 
mendation than  his  services.  But  your  dinners  I  your 
dinners  put  me  beside  myself:  like  dogs,  who  fawn 
upon  those  who  feed  them,  yonr  enlightened  ]>eople, 
for  a  savoury  dish  or  a  bottle  of  wine  which  they 
otherwise  might  have  at  home,  crowd  tlie  house  of 
every  rascal,  every  robber,  and  not  only  panlon  his 
want  of  conscience  but  screen  him  from  justice.  In 
your  courts  of  law,  some  play  at  blindman's  buff,  and 
in  their  eagerness  lay  hold  of  right  or  wTong  ;  others 
sell  justice  liy  the  weight,  like  physic  in  the  apothe- 
cariee'  shops,  acjzording  to  the  recij>es  of  secretaries 
and  lawyers.  In  a  word,  1  was  convinced  that  yonr 
civflization  consists  in  the  art  of  speaking  and  writing 
wliat  ia  usefiil  to  others,  and  of  doing  what  is  useful 
to  self.  Words  and  actions  with  you  Bland  so  con- 
trasted, that  if  any  one  say  of  himself,  "  I  am  an  ho- 
DeM  man,"  that  denotes  that  he  is  a  ro^e :  whoever 
aays,  "  I  ain  rich,"  means  that  he  ia  poor,  that  is,  in 
debt ;  but  when  one  declares  himself,  and  cries  out 
everywhere  that  lie  is  poor,  that  denotes  that  he  is  rich, 
but  wiuhes  to  be  sUll  richer,     ^\'henever  a  maa  criei 
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out  about  tie  "public  welfare,  it  is  a  sign  that  he  is 
seeking  privEte  advantagea  to  himself;  and  he  who 
preaches  up  freedom,  Khewa  that  he  wants  to  subject 
others.  On  conaidenng  all  these  contradict! odh  for 
tile  course  of  four  years,  I  compared  your  civilization 
and  advantagea  of  a  city  life  with  our  independence 
and  ignorance,  and  felt  a  strong  desire  to  return  to  the 
steppe,  and  forget,  like  a  dream,  every  thing  which  I 
had  seen  and  heanl.  I  ha<l  already  made  up  my  mind 
to  ask  for  permission,  when  I  was  on  a  sudden  kept 
back  by  an  unforeseen  obstacle, — that  is  to  say,  love. 

"  As  ia  the  usual  custom  in  Russia,  the  lodgii^ 
hired  for  us  wild  Asiatics,  were  in  a  diatant  part  of 
the  town,  in  order  that  we  might  more  freely  carry  on 
our  religious  exercises  and  make  ready  our  victusls 
according  to  our  fashion,  without  exciting  the  attention 
of  the  curious.  One  day,  as  I  waa  passing  on  foot 
through  a  quiet  lane,  I  heard  in  a  poor  lookbg  dwel- 
ing  the  sighs  and  pitifnl  cries  of  aome  female.  By  an 
involuntary  emotion  I  ran  into  the  lionsn.  A  mourn- 
ful spectacle  appeared  before  my  eyes.  A  young  wo- 
man, beautiful  as  an  angel,  held  in  her  arms  an  old 
woman  who  was  in  a  fit  of  fainting,  and  wept  in  des- 
pair, not  knowing  how  to  assi>4t  her.  I,  without  speak- 
ing a  word,  ran  into  the  passage,  and  finding  a  bucket 
of  water,  returned  into  the  room  with  a  mngfnl,  sprink- 
led the  sick  woman's  face,  and  rubbed  her  temples,  and 
the  veins  of  her  arms,  and  at  last  brought  her  to  her 
senses,  laid  her  on  a  bed,  and  asked  leave  of  the  ftir 
maid  to  run  immediately  for  a  doctor.  I  thought  that 
the  girl  at  first  did  not  perceive  me,  being  s( 
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with  the  thoughtg  of  her  mother's  distress,  but  at  last 
she  turned  towards  me  her  beantilul  azure  eyes  in 
which  the  tears  were  still  visible,  and  bluabiog',  thank-> 
ed  me  in  a  soft  tone  of  voiee.  My  Kirglieezian  dress 
put  the  fair  maid  into  confuHion  ;  she  looked  at  me 
with  stolen  glimpses  from  head  to  foot,  and  did  not 
know  what  to  say,  "  Don't  be  frightened,  madam," 
said  r.  "  I  am  a  Kirgheez,  a  native  of  the  wild 
ileppes  ;  but  the  Kirgheez  have  also  hearts,  and  they 
know  wlial  compassion  is  for  a  neighbour's  misfortune. 
Be  open  with  me  as  with  a  man  who  regards  as  a  rich 
prize  every  opportunity  of  beinguseftii  to  the  suffering 
and  nnfortonate.  I  see  that  you  are  In  want ;  that  is 
expressed  in  yonr  dwelling.  Oblige  me  by  taking  this 
small  help  for  your  sick  mother."  Witliont  waiting 
for  the  iair  maid's  answer,  I  threw  on  the  table  a  purse 
of  ducats  and  went  an'ay  ia  haste.  Tlie  girl  wished 
to  keep  me  by  the  hand,  be^ed  me  to  take  back  the 
money ;  but  without  listening  to  lier,  I  plucked  my- 
self away  by  force,  and  ran  home  instantly.  I  had 
seen  many  Russian  beauties,  yet  they  never  had  made 
any  powerful  impression  upon  me.  But  the  image  of 
that  poor  girl  was  imprinted  on  my  heart  and  memory. 
She  was  day  and  night  present  in  my  imagination,  and 
I  was  tormented  more  than  a  week,  nut  Imowing  what 
to  do  with  myself,  and  not  daring  to  retiun  to  her  house, 
dreading  that  she  might  return  me  the  money,  and  thus 
deprive  herself  of  what  she  stood  ho  much  in  need.  In 
vain  I  endeavoured  to  foi^t  the  fair  maid  :  she  how- 
ever kept  possession  of  tne  like  life  or  soul,  and  my 
Asiatic  blood  boiled  as  if  a  flame  burned  within  my 
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heart.  Neither  the  amnaements  of  the  great  world, 
nor  reading,  of  which  I  was  rery  fond,  nor  solimde, 
conld  quiet  me.  At  kst,  I  resolved  to  see  her  again. 
I  went  thither  in  the  evening.  An  iiicomprehenaihle 
shjmesa  kept  me  back  at  the  door.  I  stopped  beside  the 
window  which  was  closed  and  the  abutters  on,  and 
overheard  a  dispute  in  ike  room,  and  a  voice  which  I 
did  not  luiow.  "  Bi>  axliamefl  of  yourself,  be  ashamed 
of  yourself  I"  said  the  woman.  "  How  dare  yon  pro- 
pose dishonour  to  me  in  barter  for  your  protection 
which  I  dexpiBfl.  Look  at  my  daui;hter  ;  she  cannot 
prononnce  a  word  from  excess  of  indignation,  and  dom 
not  wish  to  debaire  herself  by  ignominy.  We  are  poor, 
and  anprotected,  and  destitute,  and  that  is  the  reaaon 
why  you  are  so  presumptuous  ;  but  if  my-  husbasd 
had  been  alive,  he  would,  notwitlistanding  your 
riches  and  rank,  know  how  to  malie  you  think  again." 
"  Have  done,  have  done,  mother,  don't  be  offend^ 
ed,"  replieil  a  tremulous  voice  ;  "  it  would  he  much 
betto'  for  you  to  give  me  your  daughter  Co  be  brcra^ 
up  under  my  protection,  than  to  many  her  to  any 
petty-f{^ging  clerk  or  non-commissioned  officer.  And 
yon,  ray  little  beauty,  don't  be  shy :  come  hither, 
»id  aUow  me  to  kiss  tbose  rosy  checks."  "  Leave  me  in 
peace  I"  screuued  the  fair  m^d,  and  I  beard  the  ntrise 
of  a  table  upset.  Tlie  thouglits  of  oppressed  inno- 
cence excited  my  wrath  ;  like  a  madman  I  fiew  into 
the  room,  and  saw  a  shabby-looking  old  man,  dressed 
lUce  a  fop,  palling  about  the  girl,  and  attempting  to 
kiss  her  against  her  inclination.  I  took  bokl  of  him  by 
the  wBiBt.  carried  liim  like  a  hag  of  straw  into  the  yard, 
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and  threw  him  on  the  dirt.  Two  footmen  standing  at 
the  corner  of  the  house,  ran  on  their  mastere  calUng 
forasaistance,  and  fell  upon  me.  liut  dpspairandfiuy 
rettoubted  my  strength.  I  took  a  billet  of  wood  in 
each  arm,  fell  upon  my  antagonista,  and  drove  them 
out  at  the  gate.  The  old  dehauchee  fled  to  his  carriage 
which  Btoo<l  at  the  comer  of  the  Btreei,  and  called  Ids 
servants  to  him.  I  soon  heanl  the  sound  of  the  car- 
riage moving  along  the  street  at  full  speed  ;  I  shut 
the  wicJtet  and  returned  to  tJie  room.  The  tears 
of  gratitude  were  my  recompense.  The  mother 
thanked  me  for  tlie  kindness  mid  protection  which  I 
liad  shewn  them  ;  the  danghter  was  silent,  hnt  her 
silence  was  more  eloquent  than  the  wmrds  of  the  old 
woman.  The  old  lady  told  me  her  hii^tory.  Her 
husband  had  served  as  a  commissary  in  the  fleet,  and 
wae  an  honest  man.  After  his  death  he  left  his  family 
no  other  property  but  the  right  to  receive  a  small  sum 
from  the  treasury  for  a  prize  which  had  been  token  by 
the  crew  of  the  vessel  in  which  he  served.  His  succea- 
Hor  presented  some  claims  against  the  deceased,  in  il- 
lustration of  the  proverli,  that  '  the  dead  ami  absent  are 
always  to  blame.'  Ttie  business  at  this  time  waa 
brought  before  that  baneful  old  man,  who,  on  seeii^ 
Si^hia,  proposed  to  her  to  iinrchnae  by  her  dishonour 
a  favourable  decision  and  his  protection  for  the  futuiei 
Of  course.  Ins  offer  was  rejected  with  a  disdain  pecu- 
liar to  noble  minds  ;  but  the  old  man  did  not  put  an 
end  to  his  persecutions,  and  even  began  to  threat«Q 
the  nnfortimate  mother,  that  he  would  imprison  her  for 
spending  property  belonging  to   government,  if  her 
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daughter  did  not  comply  with  hLs  wishei.  When  I 
found  tlie  mnther  in  a  fit,  it  wa.^  in  consequence  of 
these  tidings.  The  mother  and  daughter  lired  by  their 
manual  induatry,  doing  work  for  the  magassina  ds 
modes;  but  the  stubborn  old  creature,  to  reduce  them 
to  extremities,  deprived  the  poor  unfortiinate  tamily 
even  of  this  means  of  Bubgistence,  by  paying  the 
shop-keepers  expressly  not  to  buy  any  thing  from 
Sophia,  or  give  her  any  work.  Poverty,  one  of  the 
greatest  misfortunes,  the  general  object  of  dislike 
amongst  civilized  nations,  soon  visited  the  wordiy 
ianiily ;  and,  if  I  had  not  come  to  their  assistance, 
Sophia  would  have  hired  herself  to  weed  in  a  garden, 
in  order  to  procure  subsistence  for  her  sick  and  weak- 
ly mother  :  for  except  the  clothes  which  she  had  on, 
every  thing  was  sold.  I  never  in  my  life  had  shed 
tears,  and  for  the  first  time  wept  at  the  relation  of  the 
old  woman's  miseries.  "  Allow  me  to  interfere  in  this 
business,"  said  I.  "  If  I  do  not  find  justice  amcn^Ht 
the  grandees,  I  shall  find  it  at  a  higher  source." 
"  Do  not  think  of  that,  my  good  Prince,"  replied  the 
old  lady.  '  Before  the  suii  is  up,  the  dew  corrodes 
'e  intend  not  to  pursue  the  business  far- 
re  to  some  relations  of  ours  who  live  in 
If  you  have  any  acquaintances,  beg' 
o  prevent  that  gentleman  whom  you  saw 
here,  from  persecuting  us.  His  name  is  Pheroolken, 
and  he  has  the  rank  of  general.  But  I  beseech  yon, 
do  not  go  to  liim,  for  he  may  make  you  repent  your 
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nislineeB.  In  Uie  meantime,  take  your  money  back  ; 
we  cannot  receive  in  a  preaent  such  a  \asge  sam," 
"  You  way  give  tbe  money  back  when  you  receive 
from  the  treBsury  what  is  due  you  :  ax  to  what  regards 
Mr.  Pheroolken,  don't  be  apprehensive  ;  I  do  not  fear 
him."  After  remaining;  some  time  witii  thesR  unfor- 
tunate people,  I  returned  home,  more  in  love  with 
Sophia  than  before.  Next  morning,  I  went  to  the 
ronrt  where  Pheroolken  set,  and  wsiled  him  on  the 
staircase.  He  was  astonished  to  see  me,  and  pro- 
bably would  have  changed  countenance  if  he  iiad  been 
able.  But  he  bad  not  a  drop  of  blood  in  his  whole 
body.  "  What  do  you  please,  my  dear  prince  ?"  said 
he  nodding.  "  To  speak  alone  with  yon."  "  Shall 
be  very  glad,  but  this  is  not  the  proper  place.  Please 
to  adl  upon  me  to-morrow  momin(c  at  nine  o'clock. 
I  shall  receive  you  with  pleafiure."  Next  day,  I 
was  at  llie  appointed  hour  in  Pberoolken's  lobby.  The 
footmen  harl  orders  to  admit  me  ;  but  fu  there  were 
several  petitioners  in  the  hall,  and  the  secretary  was 
busy  in  the  cabinet,  the  valet  took  me  to  an  inner 
room  through  Pberoolken's  dressing  room.  On  pass- 
tag  through,  I  involuntarily  stopped  to  look  at  things 
iriuch.  1  had  uot  seen  before.  "  What  is  the  use  of 
dioae  two  stitched  bags  with  strings  ?"  asked  I. — 
f  Tlw*e  are  tlie  calves  of  my  master's  legs,"  replied 
tbe  footman.  "  But  what  bird's  nest  is  that  ?" — 
"  That  is  his  hair  I"  "  But  those  hones  ?"  "  Tliat  ia 
lus  teeth."  "  But  what  are  those  paints  on  the  table 
MMmgst  the  brushes,  powder  aiid  pomatum  ?"  "  That 
h  tibe  colouring  of  my  master's  face."     "  Good  !"  said 
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I,  laughing:  ''in  him  there  ia  neither  body  nor  eonl !" 
"  I  beg  your  pardon,"  answered  the  valet.  "  He  has 
three  thousand  aouU  ;  these  are  of  more  weight  than 
one  of  his  own."  I  understood  the  drift  of  the  wily 
valet'HJeet,  and  concluded  from  that,  tliat  Pheroolken 
lunHt  be  a  disagreeable  man  in  all  points  of  vit-w  when 
hia  own  servants  liave  no  rtespect  for  him.  I  was 
called  into  the  closet  ;  Pheroolken  took  me  by  the 
hand,  and  very  kindly  beg^d  me  to  be  seated.  "  Let 
us  foi^t  the  paat,"  said  be  ;  "  you  bebaTcd  very  mdely 
towards  me,  but  I  forgive  you,  as  you  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  rules  of  civil  society.  In  onr  covn- 
try  you  may  murder  or  shoot  a  man,  but  you  musl 
not  touch  hitn  with  your  nak^d  hands.  Besides,  yoa 
had  no  reason  for  beingangry  with  me.  I  waeinqnesl 
of  game  the  same  as  you,  and  did  not  know  that  the 
pigeon  had  been  first  brought  down  by  you."  "  I  beg 
you  will  speak  without  circumlocution,"  said  1  raising 
my  voice.  "  I  have  only  seen  twice  in  my  life  the  poor 
girl  whom  you  are  persecuting,  and  am  resolved  to 
protect  her  from  mere  sympathy."  "  Sympathy  in 
the  Kii^heezian  steppe  /"  archly  replied  Pheroolken. 
"  There  is  more  of  it  there,  than  in  your  gilded  palacet 
and  courts  of  law,"  replied  I  seriously.  "  But  bow- 
ever  that  may  lie,  if  you  do  not  give  up  persecntii^ 
Sophia,  and  decide  in  the  afl^ir  concerning  her  deceas- 
ed father  according  to  law,  I  swear  to  you  by  my  lifs 
and  fortune,  that  I  shall  fall  at  the  feet  of  our  just 
Empress,  and  will  \odge  a  complaint  against  yon ;  and 
in  the  meantime  I  will  inform  all  the  grandees  and 
people  about  the  court  of  our  meeting  at  Sophia's." 
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"  Be  quiet,  be  quiet,  and  don't  get  into  a  pBssion  I" 
said  Pheroolken.  "  Even  without  tliat,  it  would  be  a 
ple&Htu«  tome  to  oblige  the  Kirgheezian  jirince.  I  give 
you  my  word  of  honour,  that  I  shall  liink  no  more  of 
yonr  Sophia,  and  to-morrow  shall  suhscribe  the  de- 
cision iu  favour  of  her  mother,  as  the  business  is  al- 
ready gone  through.  Let  it  be  a  bargain  between  us. 
Nota  whisper  to  any  one."  "Hereismyhand  toyou!" 
I^eroolken  embraced  me,  and  with  haste  conducted  me 
out  of  the  closet,  I  flew  to  Sophia  with  the  joyfnl 
newB,  and  was  again  overloaded  with  caresses  and 
thankfolnea?.  Next  day  the  decision  was  subscribed, 
and  in  a  week  the  money  walk  paid.  Pheroolken  no 
more  appeared  in  that  quarter  of  the  town  where  So* 
phia  lived.  He  kept  hia  word — I  suppose  foe  the  first 
time  in  his  life.  I  ceased  to  tliink  of  returning  to 
the  steppe.  Sophia  loved  mc  and  was  happy,  and 
lived  a  new  life.  We  concealed  our  love  from  her  mo- 
ther, because  she  would  never  have  consented  on  any 
consideration  to  let  her  daughter  many  a  Mahomedan. 
1  did  not  know  what  to  resolve  upon.  The  death  of 
her  mother  gave  Sophia  fuU  liberty  to  dispose  of  lier- 
self.  The  good  old  woman,  weighed  down  with  years 
and  griefs,  died,  half  a  year  after  oar  first  acquaintance, 
Sophia  remained  an  orphan,  and  declared  to  me  that 
she  was  ready  to  foUow  me  not  only  to  the  steppe  but 
to  the  world's  end,  to  an  unpeopled  wilderness. 

"  It  was  necessary  to  take  some  precautions.  So- 
phia went  before  me  to  Orenburg,  and  after  obtaining 
leave  from  the  Empress,  I  set  off  afterwards.  Not 
knowing  whether  my  father  would  allow  me  to  marry 
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a  poor  orphan,  I  left  Sopliia  in  a  nciglibonring  aool, 
with  B  friend,  and  appeared  before  my  father  alone. 
"  Father,"  said  I,  "  you  have  experienced  what  love 
is,  and  surely  will  not  condemn  your  son  if  he  chooeei 
a  wife  for  himself  according  to  his  heart's  desire,  and     i 
not  according  to  calcniation."    "  I  would  have  wished     < 
yon  to  marry  a  daughter  of  the  Sultan,  ray  benefactor," 
said  my  father  to  rae  ;  "  but  if  you  have  aheady  fixed      ' 
your  eyes  upon  a  bride,  and  do  not  wisli  any  more 
wivea,  do  aa  you  plea-te.     You  know  it  is  not  I,  but     , 
yourself  that  have  to  live  with  your  wife  !"     I  related     I 
my  adventure  to  him,  and  the  same  day  tiophia  was  in     J 
liiB  anus.     Our  old  women  were  angry,  because  I  had     ] 
married  a  foreigner.  The  young  girls  were  not  pleased ;     I 
but  my  brave  horsemen  ^jeed  that  Sojihia  was  WDTthj>     ' 
of  being  a  Kit^heez.     The  Khan  himself  was  deeiroua      I 

of  seeing  my  wife,  and  applauded  my  choice "         \ 

Arsalan  ceased  speaking,  and  covered  his  face  with      | 
his  hands.     I  saw  lus  tears.     At  last  he  said :  "  I  was 
happy  ten  years  with  Sophia.     Gayuk  is  the  fruit  of     | 
our  love.     She  died  !     According  to  the  custom  of     1 
our  nation,  and  hy  order  of  the  Khan,  I  was  obliged  ta     1 
marry  ^ain.    I  have  now  three  wives  ;  they  are  good     | 
women  ;  you  know  them.     But  1  loved  Sophia  alone,      i 
and  have  never  consoled  myself  for  her  loss.     Ivan  1 
believe  roe,  in  the  Kirgheezian  steppe  lovo  and  friend- 
ship are  known,  although  they  cannot  tell  fine  stories 
about  them.     Now  you  know  why  I  love  the  Russians. 
Sophia  unites  me  with  you.     This  is  why,  in  spite  of 
our  usual  custom,  I  behave  to  you  my  slave  as  if  you' 
were  my  equal.     I  was  happy  with  a  Russian.    Bus- 
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sian  blood  runs  in  the  veins  of  myGayuk;  and,  although 
I  saw  many  follies  in  your  country,  that  is  the  gene- 
ral lot  of  all  civilized  nations,  as  I  learned  from  books  ; 
and  you  are  only  to  blame,  because  you  import  foreign 
follies.  I  found  many  good  people  in  Russia,  worthy 
to  live  with  us  in  these  steppes,  and  their  memory  is 
dear  to  me.  Now  go  to  sleep,  Ivan  !  I  am  sick  at 
heart ;  I  shall  sit  on  my  horse  and  dissipate  my  grief  in 
ike  steppe.  The  recollection  of  past  miseries  consoles 
a  man ;  but  the  remembrance  of  bygone  joys  never  to 
letom,  fills  the  heart  with  anguish — adieu  I  Hey  ! 
my  horse  I"  Arsalan  leaped  upon  his  stallion,  and 
lode  off  in  the  moonlight  at  full  gallop.  I  grew  me- 
lam^lioly  myself.  I  loved  the  worthy  Sultan  with  all 
my  heart. 


K  3 


We  lire  in  a  continual  illusion,  and  see  objects  only  as 
they  appear  in  the  magic  mirroT  of  the  passions.  But 
if  illusion  is  pexdonable  in  a  man,  it  is  only  so  when 
he  does  not  see  the  faults  of  his  parents  and  his  &- 
ther-land.  For  as  much  as  the  noble  Arsalan  en- 
ileavonred  to  convince  me  of  the  superior  eicellenee  of 
his  own  steppe,  neither  the  eloquence  of  his  poliahed 
mind  nor  the  simplicity  of  the  wild  childi'en  of  natnre 
conld  make  me  foi^et  Russia.  The  winter  redoubled 
my  melancholy ;  living  in  Ayonrt  with  Gaynk  and  scle- 
ral of  his  companions,  and  finding  no  relief  but  in  the 
conversation  of  Arsatan,  I  grew  weary  in  the  long  even- 
ings, and  thought  about  my  coontiy  and  my  good 
aunt,  who  would  be  no  doubt  in  despair  when  she 
learned  that  I  had  disappeared  without  any  accounts 
of  me.  The  coarse  diet,  dirtiness,  and  smoke  in  the 
yoorts,  and  the  hard  frost  in  the  steppe  where  we  had 
to  patrole  and  to  look  after  the  cattle,  were  vexations 
to  me,  and  made  me  feel  more  powerfully  what  I  had 
left.  At  last  the  frost  increased  to  an  incredible  de- 
gree. Our  cattle  could  not  get  from  under  the 
snow  the  herbage,  which,  on  this  occasion,  lost  ita 
nourishing   quality.      The    drift  covered  the    cattle 
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with  snow,  and  the  piercing  coM  winils  stopped  tliK 
breath  of  every  living  thing. 

At  last  inisery  m&de  its  appearance,  thn  greatest  of 
all  to  a  pastoral  tribe — the  distemper  amoDgat  the 
cattle.  In  vain  the  Baxas  employed  their  divinations 
and  Dostraras :  our  flocks  and  herds  diminished  con~ 
tinually,  and  there  was  no  means  to  pnt  a  stop  to  the 
disteraper.  Besides,  the  healthy  animals  stambling- 
amongst  the  snow-hillocks,  and  not  haying  strength  to 
grah  up  the  deep  and  hard  snow,  fell  from  exliaustion. 
This  was  accompanied  with  a  deficiency  of  proviHion 
and  fire-wood.  Despair  pervaded  all  our  hearts.  In 
place  of  merry  songs,  were  heard  the  whistling  of 
winds  and  the  moans  of  dying  animelii.  The  women 
and  children  concealed  their  team  before  their  husbandN 
and  fathers,  but  an  artificial  equanimity  could  not  con- 
eesl  tile  general  grief.  Arsalan  displayed  more  courage 
than  all  the  rest.  He  induced  us  to  wo  k  by  h  x 
ample.  He  himHelf  presided  at  our  cnmm  n  lab  nrs 
md  roused  up  the  desponding  ;  he  hUn  If  du^  f 
land  for  the  riding  horses  from  under  h  h  p  f 
■now  ;  be  himself  rode  with  us  for  reeds  and  1  tn  g 
of  yonng  trees;  he  himself  looked  after  th  a  1  anl 
SBtigned  new  placed  of  pasture  for  them.  Fearing 
lot  the  distemper  should  deprive  us  of  all  oar  live 
ttock,  we  slaughtered  the  greater  part  of  our  sheep, 
■nd  buried  the  flesh  in  the  ground,  using  onr  dry  pro- 
visionH  with  the  greatest  economy.  Fortunately  the 
rich  Kii^heez  had  laid  in  a  stock  of  brick-tea,*  which 

•  The  commoneBl  and  chesptst  sort  of  (ea,  which  in  UJcd 
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we  drtrnk  several  tiniea  in  the  day,  preparing  it  at  first 
like  eoup  witli  milk,  butter,  and  salt,  niid  afterwards 
when  tbere  was  not  enough  of  milk  and  butter,  aimply 
with  salt  and  sheep's  fat.  This  bever^e  kept  up  mjr 
strength.  The  rye-flour  whioh  Arsalan  Sultan  bad 
prorided  at  Orenburg,  served  oiily  for  a  dainty. — 
The  Kirgheez  do  not  make  use  of  bread,  but  boil  a 
xort  of  porridge  with  flour,  and  bake  cakes  on  the 
coals.  Only  one  Sultan  had  rice  and  tliat  in  small 
quantity.  Wlieat  waa  kept  for  the  womeu  and  un- 
well persons.  Although  we  did  not  aa  yet  experience 
real  famine,  with  the  loss  of  our  cattle,  tliat  misery 
threatened  us  in  spring. 

At  last,  winter  pas»ed  away,  the  snow  thawe>l, 
verdure  again  appeared  upon  the  earth,  the  distem- 
per ceased,  but  we  remained  ]>oor.  Without  external 
aid,  famine  would  steal  upon  na  before  die  end  of  the 
spring.  All  this  was  foreseen,  but  nobody  knew  what 
tu  resolve  upon.  Some  advised  to  enter  into  the  Rus- 
sian service,  for  pay  ;  others  wished  to  ask  assistance 
from  the  Khan.  Arxalan  intended  to  conijuer  onr 
misfortune  by  force  of  arms.  One  day  he  called  an 
assembly  of  the  elders ;  and  when  all  were  seated  on 
the  ground  and  were  smokijig  their  pi]}es,  he  pro- 
nounced the  following  npeech: — '"It  is  my  duty  to  care 
for  you.  I  do  what  1  can  ;  but  in  all  this,  it  was  iml 
uf  my  power  tu  shorten  the  frost  or  put  a  stop  to  the 

maatlj'  ia  Siberia  b;  ihe  Mongolian  Iiibci.  It  in  sold  in  piecn 
oFb  form  similar  10  brltlts,  and  in  the  frontier  lowni  of  China  i> 
used  D>  B  (ubKlilute  for  nionej.  GooiU  are  talued  by  the  Dum- 
ber of  ihcu  plecea  of  tea. 
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(Uatemper.  I  do  not  wish  to  conceal  fiom  you  tlicit  a 
atUl  greater  misfortune  threatens  iia.  Our  enemies, 
learning  our  wenkuesa  and  wants,  will  fall  upon  us, 
and  cut  iis  all  off,  or  make  un  their  slaves.  It  is  only 
desperate  courage  wliich  can  save  ua.  It  is  better  to 
prevent  misery  by  combatinff  evident  dangers,  than 
witll  littleness  of  miud  to  wait  the  shuck.*  I  have  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  a.  ricli  caravan  is  on  its  way 
through  the  steppe,  and  tliat  the  enemy  of  our  tribe. 
Sultan  Alteen,  eecortx  the  caravan  with  liis  best  horse- 
meo.  Let  us  mount  our  horses  and  go  to  meettliein, 
beat  tiiem,  take  the  caravan,  and,  by  one  hardy  move- 
ment, deliver  ourxelvea  l>oth  from  the  enemy  and  from 
famine.  This  is  my  design.  Make -it  known  to  my 
horsemen.  Let  bira  who  does  not  fear  death,  and  who 
wishes  to  save  his  race  from  destruction  and  misery, 
foUow  me :  I  will  take  none  but  volunteeni."  Some  of 
the  elders  wished  to  prevent  him,  but  Arsalan  rose 
from  his  seat  and  said ; — "  I  force  no  one  to  go  with 
me.  He  who  is  not  pleased  with  my  design,  may  re- 
main in  the  aoot,  and  after  my  departure  talk  as  he 
thinks  proper.  At  present  I  beg  you  merely  to  repeal 
my  words  in  your  families,  without  any  obserYations  ; 
bnt  if  I  leani  that  any  of  you  dares  to  sow  discord,  re- 
collect tliat  Arsalan  Sultanhaaa  A'««y'a/,f  an  arkan,X 
and  a  nagaika.^  Adieu  1"  All  departed  witliout 
any  further  remarks,  and  Arsalan  ordered  me  to  re- 
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lutuR.  "  Well,  Iraii,  will  you  go  with  me,  or  reraain 
wilh  the  women  ?"  "  To  be  sure  I  will  go  with  you 
through  fire  and  water,"  exclaimed  I.  AreaJftn  sat 
down  upon  the  ground,  considering;  and,  after  a  ifaort 
ailence,  said,  ''  Reflect  well,  Ivan  :  ne  are  going  to 
alDiost  certain  death.  In  our  desperate  condition  I 
do  not  eee  any  other  meaoH  of  deliverance  but  an  at* 
tack.  We  will  have  to  fight  with  brave  and  powerfnl 
antt^oniste  ;  they  will  be  probably  double  our  aam- 
ber,  and  if  we  do  not  conquer,  we  must  die.  I,  hetng 
commander,  will  have  to  shew  an  example  in  my  own 
person,  and  to  conceal  the  danger  in  the  presence  of 
my  people.  But  with  you  I  wish  to  be  open.  I  am 
Sony  for  you.  I  give  you  your  liberty.  Take  my 
borae  and  go  to  your  own  country.  Why  should  you 
be  a  partaker  of  my  bitter  lot  I"  I  threw  my  anns 
ahoDt  the  good  Sultan,  and  with  tears  in  my  eyes  re- 
plied— "  No,  Arsalan  Sultan,  I  will  not  leave  you 
in  danger  1  A  Kit^heez  does  not  excel  a  EuHsian  in 
magnanimity.  Yon  saved  my  life  ;  you  have  treated 
me,  not  like  a  slave,  but  like  a  aon,  like  a  friend  :  you 
have  taught  me  the  use  of  fire-arms,  and  I  would  be  un- 
worthy of  my  freedom  if  I  were  ho  little-minded  as  to 
flee  from  you,  when  you  are  going  to  meet  death.  I 
will  go  with  yOQ,  will  fight  beside  you,  shield  you 
with  my  ume,  and  we  sliall  either  fall  t^^ther,  or  I 
will  celebrate  the  victory  along  with  you."  Arsalan 
embraced  me,  and  in  tears  said — "  Be  it  so  !" 

Ne\t  day,  at  dawn,  a  hundred  excellent  horsemen 
were  in  all  readiness  for  action.  In  addition  to  them, 
there  were  about  twenty  men  with  baggage-horses,  and 
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ROme  camels  loaded  with  proviHions.  To  my  astonUh- 
meat  I  saw  no  signs  of  lamentation  among  the  women, 
and  heard  no  sigiung  when  they  took  leave  of  their 
btubands  and  lovers.  Tliose  who  were  not  alile  to 
coacealtfaeir  grief,  did  not  show  their  faces.  Others, 
folding  tbebarms,  in  silence  r^arded  our  preparations 
for  adTHJicing.  That  silent  grief  and  melancholy  had 
a  more  powerful  impression  upon  the  hearts  of  the 
warriors  than  a  loud  demonstration  of  sorrow.  Arsa- 
)an  appeared  in  arich  shoob,*  mounted  on  horseback. 
He  tamed  towards  the  crowd  of  women,  old  men  and 
warriors  who  remained  for  the  protection  of  the  aool, 
and  saying,  "  Adieu,"  galloped  away  into  the  steppe. 
The  horsemen  followed  him,  biddingfarewell  to  tlieir 
dears  in  dumb-show.  After  we  bod  gone  such  a  dis- 
tance from  the  aool,  that  we  could  see  nothing  but  its 
smoke,  we  halted  to  allow  the  baggage-cattle  to  get 
up  with  us,  which  we  had  always  to  keep  within  si  jht. 
In  our  first  bivmiac  on  the  st^pe,  we  took  up  a  po- 
sitian  beside  a  koorgan  (caim)  ;  the  horees  were  let 
loose  into  the  aleppe,  Henttnels  were  posted  round,  and 
fires  being  lighted,  we  arranged  ourselves  in  a  circle 
upon  oar  felts.  Nest  day,  we  took  the  direction  of 
the  river  Seer-Derya,  and  continued  to  move  in 
a.  single  column,  guided  by  the  koorgam  and  the 
course  of  the  son,  end  attesting  the  correctness  of  our 
movementsin  the  night  time  by  the  position  of  the  stars. 
We  went  a  long  way  without  meeting  a  living  soul  in 
i^ateppe;  and  at  last,  on  the  seventh  day  in  the  even- 
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ing,  we  RBW  a  smoke  from  afar ;  but  tlie  horsemen 
who  were  sent  forward  informed  as  that  it  was  the  6i- 
vouac  of  a  caravan.  We  halted,  and  Arsalan  resolved 
in  the  night-time  to  reconnoitre  and  inform  himself  ex- 
actly if  this  caravan  were  the  same  which  was  the 
object  of  our  expedition,  to  fall  upon  it  in  the  moming 
and  finish  the  ailair.  Eight  of  our  best  horsemen  were 
detached  tJJwards  the  caravan  in  three  directiona. — 
Four  of  them  made  haste  and  crept  in  amongst  the  reeds 
on  the  banks  of  a  small  lake,  at  such  a  distance  that 
they  could  hear  the  voices  of  the  guard,  and  see  the 
faces  of  the  enemy.  We  in  the  meantime  stood  ready 
for  action,  and  resolved  to  set  out  on  the  first  alarm, 
to  rescne  our  reconnoitrers  :  but  they  retnmed  safe, 
and  informed  us  that  it  was  covered  by  a  ntunnvns 
body,  and  that  to  fall  upon  it  in  the  night-time  would 
he  dangerous,  because  a  sort  of  fortification  was  made 
of  the  bales  of  goods,  and  the  guaril  armed  with 
match-locks  kept  a  sharp  look  out.  We  retired  some 
versts  to  a  side,  and  took  up  onr  niffht's  quarters  be- 
yond a  hill,  that  our  fires  might  not  be  seen.  Area- 
Ian  collected  hia  warriors  into  a  circle,  and  made  Ae 
following  dispa'jition.  Our  forces  were  formed  mlo 
three  divisions.  He  himself  with  fifty  horsemen  itas 
to  remain  in  the  centre.  One  detachment  of  fiye-and- 
twenty  men  had  to  make  a  false  attack  on  the  front  of 
the  caravan,  and  another  detachment  of  equal  strength 
on  the  flank.  When  this  should  be  executed,  then 
our  maiu  body  was  to  fall  upon  tl>e  centre  of  tlie  cara- 
van, and  endeavour  locut  out  apart  of  it,  and  protect 
their  booty  by  covering  it  with  the  horsemen  of  the 
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two  Bmaller  detwhnieiits,  who  were  then  to  endeavour 
W  unite  with  the  main  body,  retning  from  both  flaiiki) 
of  the  camvan,  and  drawing  off  the  enemy'H  horepmen 
farther  from  it.  1,  with  Araalan's  sou,  Gayuk,  was 
inclnded  in  the  main  body.  Before  day-break,  onr 
two  amall  detnchments  set  off,  an<l  we  remmned  behind 
them  and  extingiuBhed  the  firea,  in  order  that  the 
smoke  might  not  be  aeen  with  the  day-light.  About 
mid-day  we  heard  from  a  distance  the  tramping  of 
horses  and  the  cries  of  tlie  camel-driverB.  Arsalan, 
wntpped  in  a  horse-coverlet,  elimbed  np  the  hili,  in 
order  to  observe  the  caravan.  When  he  wae  oat  of 
eight,  we  mounted  our  horses,  and  set  off  immediately 
after  him.  As  soon  as  we  heard  the  repmia  of  tire- 
arms,  we  galloped  towards  the  earavan,  and  on  get- 
ting up  to  it,  commenced  the  attack  with  loud  cries. 
The  enemy  not  choo«ng  to  waste  their  powder  upon 
our  two  detachments,  and  seeing  tlieir  numerical  in- 
feriority, fell  upon  them  with  pikes,  and  left  the  cara- 
van at  a  distance.  We  availed  ourselves  of  tlits  oppor- 
tunity, encountered  those  who  remained  behind,  beat 
them,  took  possession  of  the  greater  part  of  tlie  cara^ 
van,  drove  all  tlie  loaded  camels  into  one  body,  and 
resolved  to  defend  our  booty  to  the  last  extremity. — 
Sultan  Alteen  observing  onr  success,  gave  up  the 
nutcuit  bf  our  small  tietacjiments  who  made  a  feint  as 
if  they  would  save  themselves  by  flight,  and  had  en- 
ticed hiia  farther  into  the  uteppe.  On  returning  to  the 
caravan,  Alteen  fell  upon  us  with  fury,  perceivingm  the 
crowd  his  personal  enemy  Arsalan  Sultan.  Arsalan 
also  could  not  restrain  his  rage,  and,  seizing  a  lance, 
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left  liis  own  people  and  threw  liiniBelf  upon  Alteen. 
Rising  npon  hia  horae,  Araalan  dosed  upon  hla  anta- 
gonist, andwBH  already  [irepared  to  give  him  a  blow, 
but  in  that  very  moment  a  shot  was  fired.  Analan's 
horse  fell  and  knocked  faia  rider  under  him. 

With  hellish  joy,  Alteen  leaped  from  his  horse,  and 
unaheathing  a  Turkish  yataghan,  threw  htmself  npoD 
die  proxCrate  Analan,  with  an  intention  to  cat  off  his 
head.  I  was  within  a  few  paces  of  Arsalan,  and  on 
aeeing  liis  danger,  took  a  loaded  pistol  ont  of  my  beh, 
cocked  it  and  fired,  and  Alteen  fell  dead  beside  his 
enemy,  who  in  the  meantime  succeeded  in  extricating 
himself  from  under  hiH  horse.  Araalan  seized  upon 
Alteea's  yataghan,  and  with  that  weapon  cat  off  his 
head,  put  it  ou  the  end  of  a  pike,  and  rode  towards 
his  people.  Alteen'a  liursomen  had  scarcely  seen 
their  commander's  head  upon  the  pike,  when  their 
bmtal  courage  sunk  into  diamay,  and  they  had  do 
more  strength  than  children.  They  immediately  took 
to  flight  with  doleful  lamentations,  leaving  in  unr  poti' 
session  the  whole  caravan,  which  consisted  of  a  fairn- 
dred  camels  loaded  with  valuable  Asiatic  merchandise, 
a  numerons  Qock  of  sheep,  and  a  number  of  ba^age 
and  provision  horses.  Besides,  we  took  prisoners  ten 
Bukharian  merchants,  with  fifty  drivers  and  twenty 
slaves.  * 

Oar  antagonists  bad  hardly  gone  out  of  sight,  when 
we  proceeded  on  our  march,  directing  onr  way  to 
some  friendly  aools  to  avoid  pursuit.  Arsalan  had  no 
i^portnnity  to  speak  with  me  during  the  afiray ;  bnt 
on  the  march  he  took  me  by  tlie  bond,  and  turning  to 
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Ilia  horsemen,  said, — "  Here  is  the  man  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  my  life,  and  you  for  your  victory  and 
Iwoty !  He  is  now  free,  bnt  hia  services  are  above  all 
reward,"  My  comrades  surrounded  me,  and  over- 
loaded me  with  thanks  and  careasea.  One  of  our  ci- 
devant  poets,  of  'whom  there  are  a  nunber  among  the 
Kiigheez,  immediately  composed  a  song  in  my  praise. 
My  comrades  got  it  by  heart,  and  sang  it  in  choms 
during  the  time  of  our  march.  We  went  at  a  very 
quick  rate,  and  frequently  changed  our  (Urection,  in 
order  to  avoid  pursuit.  In  ten  days  time  we  returned 
to  oar  aool,  exhauHted  with  &ti^e  after  our  splendid 
victory.  The  whole  aool  came  out  to  meet  us,  and 
received  us  with  tuud  acclamations  of  joy.  Arsalan 
related  my  prowess  to  the  whole  assembly.  The 
elated  Kirghecz  took  me  from  oft'  ray  horse,  and  car- 
ried me  in  tlieir  arms  round  our  encampment,  with 
songs  and  music,  singing  impromptu  verses  and  songs 
in  my  honoiu'.  Three  ^oorU  were  allotted  to  me, 
and  I  was  allowed  the  privilege  of  selecting  for  my 
wives  the  first  Kirgheezian  beauties.  I  did  not  avail 
myself  of  this  particular  favour ;  bnt  I  confess  I  was 
so  well  pleased  with  the  honours  shewn  me,  that  I 
thought  of  remaining  altogether  among  the  Kirgheez. 

In  a  few  days  they  be^an  to  divide  the  booty.  All 
the  silk  stuffs,  pearls,  and  other  valuables,  were  laid 
aside  to  be  sold  in  Russia ;  but  tlie  money  was  to  be 
applied  to  the  common  us 
things  whith  were  divided 
a«  such  things  as  cattle,  hi 
money  and  the  prisoners  ' 


of  the  aool,  except  some 
ongst  a  family,  as  well 
I,  and  camels.     Ready- 

e  divided  only  amongst 
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the  horeemeii  who  were  in  the  expedition.  The  Buk- 
harian  mertlianta  were  allowed  the  privilege  of  ran- 
soming themaelveB.  By  tlie  general  consent,  I  was 
allowed  four  sliarea  of  the  booty,  and  granted  the  pri- 
vilege of  choosing  four  priaonerH  for  my  service.  In 
the  DTunber  of  the  prisoners  taken  hy  us,  who  were 
mostly  Feraians  and  Afghauns,  there  were  two  Rtu- 
siana.  Of  course,  I  took  them  for  my  share,  in  order 
to  grant  them  their  liberty  on  the  first  opportunity. 

Amidst  the  cares  of  om-  hurried  march,  1  had  not 
an  opportunity  of  attending  much  («  my  countrymen  ; 
and  even  bad  not  time  to  question  them  particularly 
about  their  condition.  I  learned  only  that  one  of  them 
was  a  gentleman,  and  the  otlier  a  disbanded  soldier. 
When  they  came  into  my  hands,  I  lodged  them  in  iny 
lent,  and  the  same  evening  invited  them  to  sup  with 
ma,  to  learn  particularly  every  thing  which  related  to 
them.  One  of  them  was  a  man  of  about  five  and 
thirty,  of  a  manly  appearance,  and  handsome  features. 
Notwithstanding  his  long  beard  and  hair,  his  face 
seemed  familiar  to  me.  The  disbanded  soldier,  a  man 
of  five  and  forty,  was  easy  in  his  manner,  and  active. 
"  Who  are  you,  my  dear  countryman  ?"  enquired  I  of 
the  first.  "  I  am  a  gentleman  and  retired  officer." 
"  What  is  your  family  name  ?"  "  Meloveeden." 
"  Alexander  Ivanoveetch  Meloveeden,"  exclaimed  I, 
leaping  from  my  seat  and  clasping  him  in  my  arms. 
"  How  do  you  know  me,"  asked  he  in  amazement. 
"  Do  I  know  you  !  I  am  astonished  that  I  did  not  re- 
cognise you  at  first  sight.  But  yon  are  grown  older 
and  altered  in  your  appearance,  and  you  are  thinner. 
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and  beaides,  tliat  beard,  those  te^  I  Alexauder  Ivnno- 
veetch,  loiJi  at  me.  Do  you  not  know  your  orphan, 
your  Vanky,  whom  yon  took  with  you  from  Gologor- 
dofiaky's  honse,  and  left  with  the  Jew  at  Sloneem  ? 
What  B  strange  fate  !"  We  wepl  for  joy,  and  em- 
braced one  another  in  silence.  The  disbanded  soldier 
stood  at  some  paces  from  ua,  and  wiped  off  his  tears 
with  the  back  of  Lie  hantL  At  last  we  grew  com- 
posed, and,  after  sending  the  soldier  to  the  other  tent, 
I  remained  alone  with  Meloveedeu  in  order  to  tell 
him  my  adventures. 

Meloveeden,  after  hearing  me  to  an  end,  was  glad 
that  I  had  heen  ao  well  brought  up,  and  so  situated 
in  the  world  that  I  might  now  be  his  friend  and  com- 
panion. The  same  evening  we  mutually  bound  our- 
selves not  to  separate,  bat  that  the  one  should  be  par- 
taker of  the  other's  fortune  whatever  it  might  be. 
From  that  minute  we  agreed  to  thee  and  thaa  oue 
another,  and  call  ourselvee  brethren.  As  it  was  al- 
ready late,  we  lay  down  to  sleep,  and  Meloveeden 
promised  me  next  day  to  relate  his  adventures.  We 
rose  at  break  of  day,  and  Metoveeden  began  his  nar- 
rative. Here  I  ought  to  let  my  readers  know  that 
every  thing  formerly  detailed  concerning  Gologor- 
doffeky  and  his  tamily,  every  thing  that  was  said  about 
love,  marriage,  and  Meloveeden's  connection  with 
this  bmily,  was  drawn  by  me  from  this  narrative,  and 
thrown  back  according  to  it«  natural  arrangement  into 
the  first  chapters  of  my  auto-biography.  It  must  of 
course  be  understood  that  I  was  bo  little  and  simple 
while  in  GologordofTsky's  house,  that  I  was  not  ca- 
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pable  of  understanding  all  that  I  have  tliere  detailed 
M  particularly.  And  so  I  shall  here  b^in  with  Me- 
loveeden's  departure  from  Sloneem  to  Moscow  with 
his  young  wife. 


HH 

^^P                   CHAPTER  XVI.                        ^^^H 

keeper— Anold  maid's  ^mily.— Panorama  of  Mmcow  society..   ^^^H 

A  friendly  qnadrillc Rusaian  fareisaer Company  at  the    ^^^^| 

"  On  arriving  at  Moscow  with  en  intention  to  make  my    ^^^^| 

peace  with  my  uncle,  and  procure  assistance  from  him,    ^^^^| 

1  for  some  days  kept  out  of  Bi|,'ht  of  my  acquaintanoes,    ^^^H 

and  by  means  of  au  old  friend  of  my  father,   ende»-     ^^^H 

voured  to  come  to  terms  with  my  former  benefactor.     ^^^H 

But  my  uncle   stenily  refuBed  to  eee  me.      All  the             ^^ 

exertions  of  my  friend   to   bring  us   together  proved 

understanding  was  this.     My  uncle  who  was  a  cold- 

beavy  and  lazy,  was  a  slave  to  his   habits.      He  had 

served  thirty  years  on  end  in  one  of  the  courts  of 

law,   where  his  only  employment  consisted  in  writing 

at  the  bottom  of  papers — "  Faithfully  copied  from  the 

original,  Stephen  Meloveeden,"     Almost  every  even- 

ing he  spent  at  the  English  club-house,  where  his 

greatest   delight  consisted  in  drinking  cranberry  le- 

he,  on  his  return  home,  repeated  to  his  house-direc- 

tress, Avdotya  Ivanovna.     This  woman,  the  widow 
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of  a  retired  College-registrar,*  Iiiid  hired  twealyyeara 
before  this,  lodgings  in  the  sanie  house  with  my  nncle  ; 
and  learning  at  one  time  that  he  was  dangerously  ill, 
and  that  there  was  nobody  to  attend  to  bim  but  his 
Bcrvants,  took  forcible  possession  of  hia  apartmenta,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Ki-artahtf  NadseeratI,  (Police- 
Inspector,)  reilnced  to  submission  hia  servants,  quar- 
relled with  the  sick  man  and  the  doctor,  and  in  the 
meantime  did  not  leave  my  uncle's  bedside — pouted 
medicine  down  his  throat,  and  plagued  him  till  be  grew 
well.  Either  trom  gratitude  or  imnllanimity,  be  bad 
not  the  spirit  to  expel  Avdotya  Ivauovna  from  hia 
lodgings ;  and  seeing  her  blustering  attachment  to 
hunself,  and  her  bnstling  activity  in  the  maoagement 
of  the  bouse,  be  left  at  her  disposal  every  thing  which 
related  to  domestic  affurs.  My  uncle  becatne  aoon 
sensible  of  the  superior  excellence  of  fem&le  house- 
wifery, in  comparison  with  the  domestic  economy  of 
an  old  bachelor.  His  liuen  was  all  in  order,  his  tea 
and  coffee  tasted  better,  and  at  the  end  of  every  meal, 
there  was  always  one  of  his  favourite  dishes.  Habit 
aoon  bad  such  a  powerful  influence  over  my  uncle,  that 
be  could  do  nothing  without  Avilotya  Ivanovna,  and 
every  tiling  which  was  not  made  ready  by  her,  « 
tame  not  through  her  hands  appeared  to  him  disagrH- 
able.  The  broad,  Calmuck,  pock-pitted  face  of  Avdotys 
Ivanovna,  could  certainly  have  no  charms  for  my  uncle, 
bat  it  liad  worn  so  into  his  good  graces,  that  he  could 
Motbelp  every  day  staring  in  her  cat's  eyes,  likeamig 

•  The  luwcil  rank  ia  the  ci*il  aerTicc. 
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pie  in  a  mirrot'.  His  em's  were  as  arcuatonied  to  her 
slirill  voice,  bb  tbose  of  an  old  soldier  to  t)ie  be«l  of 
[lie  drum  :  and  he  would  not  sleep  comfonahiy-  if  lie 
did  not  Lear  her  in  tlie  course  of  the  day,  scolding 
the  servants,  neighbours,  and  peillars.*  The  laziness 
and  Hiipineness  of  my  uncle  had  need  of  some  excite- 
ment, and  Avdotya  Ivauovna  liad  soon  such  a  domi- 
nioa  over  him,  lliat  he  was  in  Iter  hands  a  completQ 
automaton,  and  did  not  dare  even  to  arrange  his  night* 
nap  without  her  advice,  patiently  lieard  her  abnsire 
liaraii^es.  and  did  every  thing  witli  her  permission, 
except  subscribing',  "  faithfully  copied  from  the  oti' 
ginal."  My  uncle  thought  himself  fortimate  iu  having 
found  B  being,  who  thought  for  him,  wished  for  liim, 
feared  for  him,  and  hoped  for  him.  He  with  plea- 
sure committed  his  property  to  the  disposal  of  Avdotya 
Ivanovna,  merely  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  having  to  do 
with  starosts,  f  stewards,  and  creditors,  who  always 
wheedled  something  out  of  hicn,  besides  cheating  him. 
He  thanked  his  stars  tliat  Avdotya  Ivanovna  allowed 
him  to  visit  the  English  club,  on  condition  however 
of  bringing;  her  all  the  scandal  ;  and  it  was  with  fear 
and  trembling  that  he  returned  home,  when,  by  at- 
tending too  closely  to  cards,  he  lost  the  thread  of 
any  amusing  story,  and  came  home  newsless.  Ado- 
iher  in  his  place  would  have  invented  something  to 
quiet  the  plaguy  vixen ;  but  nry  uncle  was  so  unac- 

*  AU  the  common  aniclei  of  food  and  ciolhing  srs  hawked 
ibout  in  Russia  bj  pidlais.  (r»xiii>ah< checks.) 

-|-  Hesdi  or  villii)ieB,  who  vben  the  landlord  has  no  steward  en 
the  nlaie,  are  eoiplojed  lo  collect  the  leTennn. 
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ciiatomed  to  the  exerciaB  of  his  mental  facnitiea,  that 
he  would  have  taken  a,  three  days  fit  of  the  meagnuD, 
if  he  had  thought  three  minutes  about  any  thing  clue 
than  filling  liis  belly,  trumps  at  whist,  and  his  own 
"  feithfally  copied  from  the  original." 

"  Avdotya  Ivanovna  had  a  daughter  by  her  hnfibantl, 
the  late  College  Ue^trar.  She  was  in  her  third  year 
when  her  mother  took  up  her  abode  in  the  same  honsa 
with  my  uncle.  After  this  it  was  a  matter  of  coutm 
that  she  should  be  educated  at  my  uncle's  expense,  and 
(hat  Avdotya  Ivanovna  should  immediately  require  her 
Leeza  to  epeek  French,  play  German  airs  upon  the 
harpsicord,  aing  Italian,  and  dance  all  manner  of  fo- 
reign dances.  EUza  weih  taught  all  this  for  money, 
but  as  foreigners  do  not  import  wit  for  sale  to  us,  but 
merely  for  homO'Conaumption,  Leeza  remained  a 
blockhead  aa  God  created  her. 

"  My  father  being  a  General  in  actual  service,  was 
always  with  the  army.  I  lost  my  mother  in  ray  in- 
iancy,  and  therefore  was  brought  up  till  I  was  ten 
years  of  age  by  a  relation  of  my  mother,  an  old  maid, 
along  with  a.  couple  of  dozens  of  monkiea,  parrots, 
tap-di^,  dwarfs,  and  all  other  sorts  of  rarities.  The 
greatest  justice  reigned  in  this  menagerie  :  we  were  all, 
that  is  to  say,  people  and  beasts,  equally  pelted, 
crammed  ss  much  as  we  could  hold,  caresaed  and 
beaten  according  to  our  benefactress's  humour.  In 
general  her  merry  fits  came  on  when  she  lieard  of  the 
breaking  up  of  any  proposed  match,  no  matter  who 
were  the  parties,  or  any  piece  of  scandal  about  married 
eople.     On  the  other  hand,  her  fits   of  ill-nature 
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came  ou  when  she  heard  about  marringes,  and  hiqtpy 
wedlock.  Of  course  the  best  season  for  us  was  in 
die  time  of  the  foats,  when  there  are  no  inairiages. 
In  her  mirthful  days,  all  of  us,  viz.,  lap-dogs,  monkiea, 
dwarfs,  dwarfesses,  and  myself^  were  fed  upon  Bwe«t 
biscuits  and  almonds,  and  in  the  days  of  wrath,  we 
were  all  whipt  with  one  bunch  of  rods.  We  were 
laken  in  our  turns  an  airing  with  Ler  in  her  carriage, 
one  day  myself,  another  day  the  monkey,  and  so 
on.  ll  is  not  a.  foolish  saying  that  '  equality  of  con- 
dition unites  hearts.'  Our  man-and-beast  society  lived 
in  the  greatest  frienclahip  and  concord,  eicept  a  spite- 
ful Siberian  tom-cat,*  and  an  obstinain  old  monkey, 
who  disturbed  the  peace  of  our  domestic  circle,  and 
for  that  reason  got  thumpings  from  me  and  lite  dwarfs, 
for  which  we  were  whipped  by  our  benefactress.  1 
dmik  1  would  have  got  upon  a  friendly  footing  with 
the  Siberian  cat  or  the  monkey,  ifl  had  lived  lunger  in 
that  house.  But  fortunately  my  father,  on  his  arrival 
in  Moscow,  took  me  from  it,  having  quarrelled  with 
my  benefactress,  because  he  had  praised  hefore  her  the 
connubial  state,  and  had  affirmed  that  he  lived  happy 
with  my  mother.  My  father  spent  in  the  military  ser- 
vice a.  part  of  his  paternal  inheritance,  but  my  uncle, 
while  he  subscribed,  "  Faithfully  copied  from  the  ori- 
ginal," had  increased  his  property  tenfold.  He  under- 
took 10  pay  fur  my  education,  and  to  maint^i  me  in 
the  service.  I  was  sent  tu  a  French  boarding-school 
in  course,  and  on  holidays  my  uncle  permitted  me  to 
*  Tbe  Siberian  cb!  is  of  a  daik-puiple  colour,  and  is  much 
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corae  to  dinnrr  witli  him.  Avdotya  Ivanovna,  to  the 
aHtonishment  of  all,  not  nut)'  waa  not  jealouH  because 
my  uncle  divided  liis  beoefits  between  me  and  her 
daughter ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  loved  me  much,  ca- 
ressed me,  gave  me  presents,  and  behaved  toward* 


sif  Ii 


"  On  my  entering  the  service  after  my  father's  death, 
Avdotya  Ivanovna,  besides  obliging  my  uncle  to  pro- 
vide me  with  every  thing  which  I  wanted,  made  him 
even  g;ive  me  more  than  he  had  intended.  At  last  the 
lecret  cause  of  thb  kindness  came  out.  .\vdotya 
Ivanovna  wanted  to  marry  me  to  her  daughter  X<eeza; 
and  as  soon  as  I  bail  iiiariied  anotlier,  she  made  my 
uncle  believe  that  I  had  been  guilty  of  the  greatest  de- 
linquency, shewn  myself  ungrateful,  and  at  laet,  by 
representing  me  ns  vicious  and  ill-principled,  got  him 
to  dJHinheritme  in  legal  form.  A  friend  of  my  father 
procured  me  a  copy  of  this  ill-feted  paper  with  my 
uncle's  snbscriptiou  of  "  Faithfully  copied  from  the 
original."  It  was  the  destination  of  fato  ;  for  my 
uncle  would  sooner  have  allowed  the  sun  to  be  estin- 
guished,  than  Ids  scribbhng  to  be  cancelled,  ashealwsys 
regarded  the  copy  to  be  more  important  than  the 
original. 

"  On  hearing  of  my  arrival  in  Moscow,  and  my  mis- 
fortune, some  friends  of  my  father  united  to  chai^ 
my  uncle's  resolution.  They  had  recourse  to  Avdotya 
Ivanovna,  and,  by  threatening  her  with  Hell  and  the 
Ugoloi-nnya    Paldta,*  succeeded  at    last  in  getting 
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Avdotya  iTanoma,  before  my  uncle's  face,  to  agree 
to  give  me  twenty-fife  thousand  roubles,  on  condition 
however  that  I  should  make  a  voluntary  renunciation 
of  the  whole  mheritance,  which  amounted  to  a  rail- 
lion  of  roubles,  f  As  I  was  rednced  to  extremities. 
I  agreed  to  every  thing,  being  persuaded  that  I  would 
make  nothing  by  holding  out.  Tile  money  was  told 
over  to  me,  and  I  left  my  uucle  in  pejice,  to  think 
with  the  head  and  feel  vrith  the  heart  of  Avdotya 
Ivanovna,  play  at  whist,  drink  cranberry  lemonade  in 
the  English  club,  listen  to  scaudal,  and  subscribe 
"  Faitldnliy  copied  from  the  original." 

"  You  were  educated  in  Moscow,  my  dear  Vejeeghen, 
but  you  are  not  acquainted  with  that  ancient  metropolis 
of  our  nation;  beflides,  yon  were  young  and  inexperien- 
ced. The  rascally  perverter  of  youth  Vorovaateeu, 
and  the  rendezvous  for  antiquated  admirers  of  the  fair 
sex  at  your  aunt's,  are  two  imperceptible  points  in  thi^ 
Moscow  horizon.  With  regard  to  the  French  board- 
ing-school at  which  you  were,  these  eslnliliahments 
are  as  like  each  other  through  tile  whole  of  Russia,  u« 
two  sheets  of  white  paper.  Petersburgh  may  be  com- 
pared to  a  pretty  young  coquette  of  the  great  world, 
Neeking  gratification  with  all  the  attractions  and  with 
all  the  calculations  of  refinement.  Old  mother  Moscow, 
on  the  contrary,  is  like  a  decrepit  rich  widow,  who, 
after  having  lived  in  the  great  world,  has  retired  to  a 
country  town  in  the  interior  of  Russia,  wluch  lief  in 
re  of  her  property,  in  order  to  play  the  first 
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role  in  ber  own  neiglibanrhood,  without  breaking  off 
however  her  coimexioDH  with  the  metropoliB.  Mos- 
cow, my  dew  friend,  has  nut  of  all  niauuer  of  exotic 
fancies  snd  r&ritieB,  succeeded  in  weaving  for  ber  own 
shroud  a  really  ori^al  article,  in  which  foreigners 
may  diHtinguinh  the  yam  of  their  own  spinning,  but 
the  body  of  the  tiwue  and  thepattemK  can  be  claimed 
by  none  but  our  own  dearly  beloved  Moscow. 

"  The  best  Moscow  society  is  composed  in  the  first 
place  of  the  old  Titen,  as  they  are  called,  who  have 
overlived  their  time,  aotl  from  ennui  or  other  causes 
liave  settled  in  Moscow  for  a  temporary  rest,  in  ex- 
pectation of  an  eternal.  Tliis  respected  raiik  consti-  ' 
tntes  a  living  chronicle  for  the  last  half  century,  or 
rather  living  quotations  from  the  contemporary  hialgry 
of  Russia.  The  membera  of  this  body  form  also  an 
Areopagus  or  supremecourt  for  judging  of  all  contem- 
porary occurrences.  They  hold  their  sittingB  at  the 
English  club,  and  at  the  houses  of  respectable  elderly 
ladies  of  the  fiist  three  classes.  The  distinction  of 
ranks  is  observed  by  them  with  as  great  strictness  u 
in  a  well  diilled  regiment  under  arms.  Politics,  wai, 
the  internal  administration  of  the  empire,  the  ^ipoint- 
ment  to  public  ofBces,  the  decisions  of  courts  of  law, 
andparticularly  the  distribution  of  ranks  and  orders,  are 
all  subject  to  the  review  of  this  croaking  Areop^fiu. 
It  is  this  class  which  g^ves  balls,  dinners,  suppers,  and 
soirees,  to  persons  of  diHtinction  passing  throngh  Mos- 
cow, to  public  functionaries  of  the  first  class,  and  to 
the  first-rate  nobilily. 

"  In  the  second  place — gentlemen  in  actual  seriice 
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in  the  Moscow  wmrtH  of  !nw,  who  differ  in  this  oiJy 
from  the  public  timet!  onarien  of  Petersbui^h  and  other 
placM)  that  they  lire  more  liixnriouBly,  have  more  in- 
iJination  for  busiuesH,  and  do  not  talie  up  their  time 
with  collateral  objects,  such  as  hl«rahire  and  the 
sciences,  as  some  of  our  young'  dnliana  do  in  Fetere- 

"  In  the  third  place,  sinecuriats,  or  mothere'  dar- 
lingB ;  that  is  to  Hay  tlie  renr-rauk  of  the  phalaux  cover- 
ed by  blind  fortune.  Ofthetu^  lucky  people,  the  greater 
part  cannot  read  the  FHalter  printed  in  the  Slavonic 
eharacter,  althoug'h  they  are  all  included  in  the  list  of 
Rnsaian  antiquaries.  They  go  under  the  name  of '  the 
youth  of  the  Archinen.'  They  form  ma  petites  maitres, 
fashio»d>leH,  husbands  of  all  brides,  lovers  of  all  women 
n-hoee  nose  is  not  situated  on  their  cliin,  and  who 
know  to  prononnce  oui  and  non.  They  are  the  law- 
givers of  the  ton  amongst  the  Moscow  youth,  on  the 
promenades,  in  llie  tiieatres  and  drandng  roonitj.  Tliis 
rank  also  furnishes  Moscow  with  philosophers  of  the 
last  hatch,  who  are  fall  of  every  thing  to  the  brim  ex- 
cept wholesome  thought — cognoscenti  in  rhyming,  and 
desperate  judges  of  rhetoric  and  the  sciences. 

"  In  the  fourth  place,  an  immense  drove  of  alt 
Hort«  of  public  men  retired  from  the  service,  be- 
longing to  old  families  who  hare  attained  distinguished 
ranks,  in  hunting  for  which  tbey  have  spent  their  pro- 
perty ;  some  who,  with  little  trouble,  live  upon  cards 
and  their  shifts,  and  some  who  merely  live  from  hand 
to  moutli  upon  Moscow  hospitality. 

"  In  the  fifth  place,  provincial  landholders  who  come 
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to  spend  the  winter  in  Moscow,  to  eat  up  their  farm- 
Ktock  ttnd  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seemg  their  daugh- 
lere  dance  at  the  aHSembly  of  the  noblesse,  or  at  erening 
parties,  till  some  bridegrooni,  attracted  by  the  dowery, 
Ahe  scent  of  which  talkative  aunts  know  well  how  to 
spread,)  demands  their  charming  hand,  which  has 
known  no  sort  of  work  from  the  day  of  its  ci'eation. 

"  In  the  sixth  place,  gentlemen  travellers  from 
Petersburgh  and  the  army,  in  quest  of  rich  hrides  for 
which  Moscow  has  been  famed  from  time  immemorial. 
These  gentry  begin  usually  at  the  very  top  of  the  lad- 
der, but  alight  upon  eleveen,  or  merchants'  daughters, 
who  are  surer  bargains. 

"  These  are  the  chiefdivisionsof  our  Moscow  sodety, 
which,  notwithstanding  their  motley  nature,  constitnte 
a  tout  ensembln  like  an  everlasting  masquerade  or  aVe- 
netian  carnival.  It  would  be  needless  for  me  to  point 
out  to  you  at  present  all  tJiat  is  good  or  had  in  this 
medley.  You  will  see  that  yourself  in  time.  I  may 
tell  you,  however,  that  there  are  probably  no  where  so 
many  good  people,  notwithstanding  their  singularities, 
as  in  Moscow. 

"  The  moat  prominent  feature  ofMoscow  is  hospita- 
lity, or  the  propensity  for  keeping  open  table.  My  dew 
Vejeegheu  I  if  our  planet  by  any  particular  miafbr- 
tune  shonld  be  subject  to  a  ten  year's  scarcity,  and 
supposing  provisions  were  sold  for  their  weight  in  gold, 
even  then  nobody  would  be  starved  in  Moscow  except 
the  rfporoacey-servants,*  who  at  other  times,  amidxt 
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tlie  genersi  abundance,  are  not  over  well  feil,  pro- 
bably tliat  they  may  be  tbe  lighter  for  work.  Altbongli 
I  am  no  staliHtical  mau,  I  may  affirm  without  heaita- 
tion,  tliat  more  is  eaten  aud  drunken  iu  Moscow,  during; 
one  year,  than  id  the  whole  of  Italy  in  twice  the  time. 
To  make  tbeir  guests  eat  and  drink  to  excess  is  esteem' 
ed  in  Moscow  the  first  clmracteristic  of  a  good  accueil. 
To  guzzle  and  swill  to  a  ne  plus  ultra  is  a  sort  of  plea- 
sure which  even  well  bred  people  do  not  deny  them- 
selves. But  I  have  entered  into  too  long  discussion 
about  our  dearly  beloved  Moscow,  and  mnst  return 
to  the  thread  of  my  story. 

"  On  receiving  the  twenty-five  thousand  roubles,  I 
proceeded  with  it  in  exactly  the  same  way  as  with  all 
the  money  which  ever  passed  through  my  hands  ;  that 
is  to  say,  I  looked  only  at  the  beginning  of  my  capital, 
and  wouUl  not  let  my  eyes  t«e  the  other  end,  for  fear 
I  should  vex  myself  at  its  diminution.  I  hired  a  good 
house,  and  carriage  with  four  horses,  engaged  an  ex- 
cellent cook,  fixed  a  particular  day  in  the  week  for 
receiving  my  acquaintances  to  dine,  aud  spend  the 
evening,  and  went  through  the  town  a  visiting.  My 
wife  gained  in  her  favour  a  great  party  amongst  the 
gentlemen,  and  I  among  the  ladies.  The  former 
found  my  wife  monderfuUif  charming,  and  the  latt«r 
called  me  amasinghf  amiable,  and  we  soon  formed 
acquaintances  with  the  best  houses  in  Moscow,  lived 
like  decent  people,   that  is  to  say,  we  filled  others  with 
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meat  and  drink,  and  they  retumpd  the  compliment  to 
■IB ;  we  danced  when  we  were  aaked,  dressed,  played 
deep  at  eards,  and  consequently  contracted  debts 
which  we  could  not  pay,  &c.  &c.  &c.  I 

"Every  capital  in  ilie  hands  of  a  spendthrift  baa  two 
ends.  One  end  is  filleil  up  with  pleafiures  and  gratifi- 
cstioiiB,  tlie  other,  if  repentance  doef  not  intervene, 
is  characterized  by  embarrassmentB  which  frequently 
lead  to  Clime.  I  recollected  myself  at  my  last  him- 
dred  rouble-note,  and  awoke  as  it  were  from  a  trance  SI 
the  importunate  clamour  of  my  creditors.  A  ivined 
man  like  a  troop  of  horse  is  always  surrounded  with  s 
swarm  of  vermin  and  bloodsuckers.  I  was  addressed 
by  a  number  of  false  gamblers,  swindlers,  and  all  sorts 
of  people  living  on  their  wits,  whose  object  was  to 
lead  me  into  the  Bnares  of  iniquity.  They  prc^Msed  to 
convert  my  house  into  a  whirlpool  of  play,  expectii^ 
that  I  would  be  the  means  of  bringing  under  thcar 
clutches  people  of  the  higher  circles,  while  my  wifij 
being  a  beauty,  would  console  the  losers  with  tender 
glances.  Others  wished  to  obtain  my  permission  by 
a  consideration  of  a  certain  percentage,  to  make  nae  of 
my  name  for  dishonest  purposes,  and  the  like.  I  con- 
fess I  frequently  tranHgreBsed  the  ruleB  of  strict  mo- 
rality, from  thoughtleaaneBB  and  a  propensity  for  e<- 
travBgauce,  but  never  debased  myself  by  Iraud  or  vio- 
lating any  of  the  rules  of  honour.  1  drove  away  all 
my  tempters,  and  resolved I  resolved  upon  no- 
thing; only  declining  to  receive  company  at  my  liouse, 
and  pawning  my  carriage  with  a  coachmaker,  I  drove 
about  Moscow  more  than  ever,  in  hopes  of  stumbling 
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upon  good  luck>  I  beg-ged  for  time  from  my  creditors, 
]iromii<iDg'  to  pay  tliem  wliat  I  waa  owing  whenever 
my  circDmstBnct^s  should  mend;  and  they,  eeeing  they 
could  make  nothing  of  nic,  conaented.  Fortunately 
there  was  no  one  amongst  them,  who,  to  console  him- 
self for  the  loss  uf  his  money,  choso  to  put  me  into 
prison,  and  have  the  pleasure  of  hoarding  meat  liia  own 
wipeTice. 

"  Although  my  ruin  made  no  great  noise,  there  are 
however  no  secrets  in  Moscow,  and  the  news  weresooii 
whispered  through  all  the  capital.  I  have  already  said 
that  there  are  in  Moscow  more  good  or  at  least  con- 
descending people  than  any  where  else.  They  talked, 
tittered,  criticised,  abused,  aad  held  their  peace. — 
One  of  the  rich  elderly  ladies  who  found  me  amazing- 
ly agreeable,  made  me  au  offer  of  her  friendship  and 
saaietance  ;  while  her  husband,  who  reckoned  my  wife 
wonderfallij  charming,  notwithstanding  his  jvge  and 
gout,  had  a  very  tender  heart,  and  could  not  endure 
with  indifference  that  the  fair  Fetronella  should  be  i[i 
want  of  dress.  We  accepted  of  their  friendly  offer, 
formed  one  hannonious  family,  and  again  hved  hke 
singing  birds.  My  wife  dressed  finer  than  ever,  and 
I  gave  more  and  better  entertainments,  played  high, 
and  after  paying  my  old  debts  contracted  new  ones 
with  much  more  confidence. 

"  Tlie  relations  of  Count  and  Countess  Tzeetereen 
were  much  displeased  at  our  intimate  friendship,  and, 
ia  order  to  draw  the  old  gentleman  and  lady  away 
from  us,  begged  the  doctors  to  advise  them  to  go  to 
the  mineral  waters  acruBH  the  frontier,  both  together. 
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and  to  one  r.elebrated  spa,  thinking  that  I  and  my 
wife,  from  attacbment,  would  remain  in  Moscow.  But 
where  passion  or  necessity  interferes,  the  customs  of 
ilio  world  lose  their  power.  The  old  geatlemon  and 
ludy  agreed  to  go  to  the  mineral  waters  from  a.  love  of 
life,  but  proposed  to  us  to  go  along  with  them.  We 
gladly  accepted  their  offer.  In  order  to  be  freed  bom 
the  annoying  friendship  of  the  old  Countess  on  the 
road,  I  feigned  myself  unwell,  and  iti  the  meantime, 
while  I  groaned  and  limped  at  home,  I  sang  and  jump- 
ed about  in  other  places.  In  Carlsbad  we  spent  the 
time  pretty  ^eeahly.  The  company  at  the  waters 
conusted  of  faded  coquettes  looking  in  the  waters  for 
their  lost  freshness  j  of  gamblers  ;  of  ministers,  and 
grandees  of  different  courts  retired  from  place  and 
power,  who  in  the  heginning  of  their  disgrace  usually 
resort  to  the  mineral  waters  as  a  Lethe  to  obliterate  the 
remembrance  of  their  former  consequence  ;  of  young 
married  heaaties,  who  in  gratitude  to  a  lienefactor  seek 
relief  from  the  pangs  of  conjugal  fidelity,  at  a  distance 
from  their  home ;  of  young  and  old  mad-caps  in  qnest 
of  adventures  through  the  wide  world ;  and  lastly  of  a 
multitude  of  nervous,  consumptive,  worn-out,  sickly 
people  of  both  sexes,  who  according  to  the  faahionable 
way,  esteemed  disBi[)Btioii  and  pleasure  the  beat  r^i- 
men  for  the  waters,  and  consequently  all,  both  sick 
and  sound,  tried  who  would  play  the  foul  best,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  doctors,  innkeepers,  gamblers,  and 
nymphs. 

"  I  fell  into  my  element,  and  wearying  of  the  com- 
pany of  my  friends,  the  Count  and  CountefB,  made 
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up  to  myself  out  of  doors  for  what  I  suffered  at  home. 
My  wife,  with  whom  I  in  other  respects  lived  very 
amiditbly,  sought  her  own  amusements,  and  between 
us  there  was  neither  jealousy  nor  discontent.  But,  my 
dear  Vejeeghen,  a  thoughtless  and  disgraceful  life 
sooner  or  later  leads  to  misery — listen  and  be  con- 
vinced I 

'<  Amongst  the  fair  visitors  of  Carlsbad,  I  was  most 
captivated  with  the  Coimtess  Sensibili,  who  had  come 
from  Vienna  with  her  two  youi^  children  to  dispel  a 
hypochondria  at  the  mineral  waters.  Her  husband, 
an  Italian  nobleman,  held  a  distinguished  post  in  the 
Austrian  possessions  in  Italy,  and  could  not  accom- 
pany her.  A  certain  melancholy  was  di£^sed  over  the 
charming  features  of  the  Coimtess ;  deep  sensibility 
was  expressed  in  her  looks,  and  communicated  to  the 
hearts  of  those  on  whom  she  darted  her  large  blade 
eyes.  Having  seen  her  occasionally  at  the  house  of  an 
old  Austrian  Baroness,  I  soi:^ht  her  acquaintance  and 
received  permission  to  visit  her.  I  considered  her  an 
Italian,  but  fancy  my  astonishment  when  I  learned  she 
was  a  Russian  Princess,  although  she  did  not  know  a 
a  word  of  her  mother  tongue.  Educated  in  Peters- 
burgh  by  a  .  Frenchwoman,  she,  in  the  house  of  her 
parents,  who  were  native  Russians,  never  heard  it 
spoken.  In  that  house  a  preference  was  alway  shewn 
to  foreigners,  and  the  young  Princess  from  her  child- 
hood was  accustomed  to  hear  that  the  Russians  were 
barbarians,  and  unfit  for  anything  except  to  be  peasants 
and  pedlai*s,  and  that  foreigners  were  the  only  people 
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Irom  whom  die  RusHiaiiH  flliould  take  an  example  Low 
to  live  in  the  world.  The  PrincpsB  was  told  tliat  the 
Ruaeian  language  was  only  of  use  amongst  the  swinish 
multitude,  and  that  it  was  so  hai'sli  that  a  well  educat- 
ed lady  might  catch  a  aore  throat  by  pronouncing  the 
sharp  Russian  terminations.  The  Princess's  gouver- 
uante  aaanred  her  that  she  suffered  a  whole  wisek  from 
the  toothache  and  swelled  tongue,  inconsequence  of  her 
exertions  in  pronouncing  the  wonl '  Poschtchetcheena,' 
notwithstanding  that  it  is  pronounced  so  easily  by  tlie 
RuM<ian  maid-serrauts.  The  unfortunate  Princess  (for 
I  call  her  unfortunate,  an  I  reckon  all  those  so  who  ilu 
not  know  and  do  not  love  tlieir  native  country),  w« 
extremely  glad  when  her  mother  on  her  husband's  death 
left  Russia,  and  after  traversing  Europe  in  all  direc- 
tions, settled  in  Florence.  The  old  lady  married  there 
a  young  French  hourgeoin,  for  whom  she  bought  the 
title  of  Count,  where  it  is  a  marketable  article.  In 
her  fifteenth  year  the  PrincesH  Malauia  was  also  mar- 
ried to  Count  Senubili,  and  our  country-woman  soon 
inured  to  Italian  customs,  forgot  eren  the  existence  of 
Russia.  Ten  years  after  her  marriage,  she  was  seized 
mth  a  hypochondria,  arising,  it  would  appear,  from  a 
surfeit  of  the  conjugal  state  ;  she  went  to  dispel  it  to 
Vienna,  and  from  thence  to  Carlsbad,  where  I  paid 
her  particular  attention,  and  did  all  I  could  to  con- 
vince her  that  the  Russians  are  capable  of  loving  as 
tenderly,  powerfully,  and  passionately  as  the  Italians 
and  French,  and  succeeded  in  reconciling  her  to  her 
country.     She  even  began  to  learn  Russian,  and  found 
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that  the  word  "  looMyou"*  was  extremely  tender  aiid 
agreeable  to  the  ear. 

"  The  CounteKB  Seiieibili  was  obliged  to  ^  and  joiu 
her  husband  at  Venice.  I  begged  the  Countess  and 
Count  Tzeetereen  to  go  and  winter  there.  In  that  city  I 
passed  the  time  very  agreeably,  visiting  every  day  thu 
dear  Countess  Sensibili  under  the  nom,  de  guerre  of  a 
teacher  of  the  Russian  language.  I  did  not  choose  to 
pBBS  in  her  house  under  my  own  name,  for  in  that  case 
I  would  have  had  to  introduce  Count  Sensibili  to  our 
family  circle,  and  bring  the  Counteas  thither,  which 
might  have  broken  up  our  friendly  quadrille.  I  was 
alao  in  the  practice  of  meedng  with  the  Coontess  Sen- 
^bili  at  the  bouse  of  an  old  female  friend  of  hers  and 
at  all  the  ])ublic  aninsemenlji,  which,  in  Venice,  are 
numerous.     I  shall  say  a  few  words  about  tliat  city, 

"  The  once  proud  Venice  no  longer  infested  with  the 
politics  and  caprices  of  its  aristocracy,  after  losing  its 
strength  and  riciie»,  has  not  given  up  its  passion  for 
amusements  :  on  the  contrary  it  has  become  the  rally- 
ing point  of  dissipation  and  pleasure.  In  Paris  andLon- 
don  a  man  is  diverted  from  the  pleasures  of  sense,  by 
politico  and  the  sciences,  which  are  practically  illustrat- 
ed and  form  the  subjects  of  common  conversation.  In 
Venice,  with  the  exception  of  music  which  disposes 
the  mind  for  receiving  tender  impressions,  other  plea- 
sures are  not  known,  but  coquetry  and  love  intrigues. 
Love  is  the  atmosphere  of  Venice,  and  foreigners  come 
thither  Irom  distant  shores  and  inhale  the  air  of  that 
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modum  Faphoa.  Nowliere  do  the  females  enjoy  so 
mucli  freedom  as  in  Venice.  With  a  slight  covering 
they  isHue  boldly  forth  into  the  coffee-houBeH  and  the 
Casino,  and  mingle  amongst  the  crowd  in  the  square 
of  St.  Mark,  in  the  garden  of  St.  George's  Monastery, 
or  on  the  new  Quay.  Women  are  not  attended  by  their 
husbands  but  by  their  eavalieri  tervertti,  who  perfonn 
the  same  duty  to  the  Venetian  ladies  as  an  active  ad- 
jutant to  the  young  wives  of  old  generals  ;  that  is  to 
say,  a  serving  cavalier  must  be  in  constant  attendance 
upon  his  lady  from  morning  to  night,  if  she  does  not 
think  proper  to  take  another  companion  for  part  of  the 
time.  Vou  know  that  Venice  is  built  on  lagoons  of  the 
Kea  and  that  there  canals  serve  instead  of  streets,  and 
covered  boats  or  gondolas  inplaceof  carri^es.  These 
gondolas  are  floating  temples  of  love,  and  cotBns  of 
conjagal  fidelity.  The  famed  jealousy  of  the  Italians 
vanishes  before  Hymen's  torch,  and  changes  into 
smoke  and  vapour,  which  only  forms  into  hail  when  a 
wife's  conduct  threatens  to  empty  her  husband's  pocket- 
In  Venice  there  is  no  idea  of  hospitality.  There  all 
the  inhabitants  meet  together  only  in  the  Casino,  in 
the  coffee-bouses,  equareH,  or  theatre  i  they  treat  one 
another  only  to  ice,  chocolate,  and  very  rarely  to  a  din- 
ner, and  leave  visiting  cards  at  one  another's  doors. — 
In  general  the  Italians  are  not  created  either  for  soft 
converse  or  for  modest  domestic  hfe.  Tlie  greatest 
happiness  of  life  is  with  tliem /ar  mente,*  and  their 
very  pleastireH  and  promenadings  they  call  work-    It 
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is  unnecessary  to  tell  you  that  there  are  no  rules  with- 
out exceptions.  I  lived  in  Venice  as  if  I  were  in  para- 
dise for  ahout  a  year,  when  one  day ."     The 

voice  of  Arsalan  Sultan  was  suddenly  heard,  calling 
me  to  him,  and  Meloveeden's  narrative  was  interrupted 
in  the  meantime. 


CHAPTER  XVn. 


The  reaolution  of  the  KirglieeziaD  dders,  with  referraioe  lo  nj 

reward. — The  condnuiition  of  MeloTeeden'a  ilory — Utiel 

Flight .The  runcgnde  Jew — Rcsidcncf  In  Coustantinople,-- 

Whal  is  PeraP — Dweil — Slavery. — Deliverance. 


I 


"  My  dear  Ivan  1"  said  ArsaUn  Sultan  to  me,  "  we 
hare  decided  your  fate  in  a  conncil  of  the  elders.  I 
know  you  are  melancholy  about  your  country,  and,  if 
you  remain  with  ub  it  h  only  from  love  to  me.  Go,  in 
God's  name,  Ivan !  Here  is  what  we  have  resolved 
upon  with  regard  to  yoti."  Arealan  took  out  of  his 
bosom  a  little  scrap  of  paper,  which  was  wrapped  np  in 
sevenil  handkerchipfs,  as  if  it  were  the  greatest  tarity, 
and  real!  as  follows  i — "  1.  The  priaoner  of  tlie  invin- 
cible, free,  and  famotu  Kirgheez  nation,  Ivan  Vejee- 
ghen,  is  set  at  liberty  for  his  great  services  to  the  dis- 
tinguishetl  tribe  of  B^^nalee  Keeptchak,  and  for  sav- 
ing the  valuable  life  of  Arsalan  Sultan. — 2.  The  free 
Ivan  Vejeeghen  is  declared  a  son  of  the  noble  and  ex- 
cellent branch  of  Baganalee  Keeptchak.  If  the  said 
Ivan  Vejeeghen,  looking;  with  the  eyes  of  wisdom, 
should  think  of  returning  to  the  blessed  and  best  coun- 
try in  the  world,  the  Kirgheezian  steppe,  in  that  case 
every  father  of  a  family  must  receive  him  into  his  yoort 
as  if  he  were  his  own  son,  and  every  Kirgheezian  war- 
rior as  his  brother,  and  erery  Kirgheezian  maid  as  her 
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bridegroom  or  husband,  according  to  the  pleasure  of 
the  said  Ivan  Vejeeghen. — 3.  The  whole  excellent 
tribe  of  BaganAlee  Keeptchak  is  bound  to  feed  and 
clothe  Ivan  Vejeeghen  and  heat  bia  yoort,  till  such 
time  08  he  shall  have  grown-np  children  of  his  own,  or 
shall  himself,  of  his  own  accord,  give  up  the  jmvilege 
granted  to  him. — i.  All  the  booty  belonging  to  Iran 
Vejeeghen  as  well  as  hla  horses  and  camels,  the  elders 
take  upon  them  to  sell  on  the  first  opportunity  either 
at  Orenburg  or  at  some  of  the  Russian  fortresses  on 
the  frontier,  and  to  remit  him  the  money  whithervoeTer 
he  shall  order  it.  In  the  meantime  they  have  collected 
a  thousand  ducats  for  his  present  use,  and  given  him 
twelve  bales  of  the  most  valuable  merchandise,  which 
shall  be  delivered  to  him  immediately. — 5.  Ivan  Ve- 
jeeghen lias  a  right  to  lake  out  of  tile  steppe  with  him 
his  Russian  slaves,  and  shall  receive  a  convoy  anil  mi- 
litary escort  to  the  frontiers." 

"  Are  you  satisfied  with  our  award?"  said  Arsalan. 
In  place  of  an  answer  I  threw  myself  about  his  neck, 
and  burst  into  tears.  At  the  mere  remembrance  of  my 
native  Russia  all  my  vain  glory  evaporated  like  smoke, 
and  I  resolved  immediately  to  set  off.  "  Wlien  do 
you  think  of  leaving  us  ?"  enquired  Arsalan.  "  To- 
morrow," replied  I,  holding  down  ray  eyes,  as  if  I 
were  ashamed  of  my  ingratitude.  "  Then  I  sJiall  make 
every  thing  ready  for  your  departure,"  said  Arsalan, 
and  immediately  called  to  him  some  of  the  elders. — 
Not  to  interrupt  them  I  went  away  to  Tayyoorl, 

When  I  made  known  to  Meloveeden  that  we  were 
to  set  off  next  day  for  Russia,  he  could  hardly  contain 


232  IVAN  VEJEEGHEN. 

Iiimself  for  joy ;  he  wept,  laughed,  leaped,  sang,  an<l 
at  last  composed  himself,  thanked  God  with  tears  for 
hia  deliverance,  and  called  me  hia  benefactor.  "  Ve- 
jeeghen  1"  said  Meloveeden  claaping  me  to  his 
breast,  "  you  have  restJired  me  ta  my  country  and  to 
freedoni ;  but  this  heart  will  be  always  devoted  to  you. 
I  am  yours  for  ever  I"  Tlie  disbanded  soldier  was 
no  less  rejoiced  for  bis  deliverance  irom  infidels,  and 
b^ged  me  to  retain  bim  in  my  service,  seeing  that 
he  had  neither   a  hole   nor   comer  of  liis   own   in  all 


After  breakfasting  npon  mutton  I'oasted  on  the  coala, 
and  drinking  brag,*  I  be^ed  Meloveeden  to  finish  big 
narrative. 

"  One  day,"  continued  Meloveeden,  "  when  I  left 
the  house  accompanied  by  my  servant,  in  order  ID 
take  an  airing  in  a  gondola  along  the  shore,  a  boy  gave 
me  a  note  and  hid  himself.  I  supposed  that  it  was  a 
billet  doux,  and  made  haete  to  read  it.  But  for  once 
I  was  disappointed.  The  note  was  written  in  Russian, 
and  these  were  the  contents  : — 

"  If  you  have  but  a  drop  of  Russian  noble  blood  re- 
maining in  you,  and  if  your  honour  is  not  completely 
tarnished  in  the  career  of  debauchery,  shew  your  face 
to-morrow  morning  at  twelve  o'clock,  on  terra  Jirma 
at  the  Sun  Tavern,  on  the  banks  of  the  Brenta  with 
a  pair  of  pistols,  without  letting  any  one  at  home  know 
of  this.  You  will  know  who  I  am,  on  the  spot,  where 
one  of  us  must  fall." 
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'  Unable  to  gaeas  ironi  whom  tliia  challen^  might 
be,  I  however  resolved  to  appear  at  tlie  appointed 
hour,  and  inunedialely  went  to  a  friend  of  mine  an 
Englishman,  to  aak  liim  to  be  my  second.  Crossing  in 
my  gondola  to  St.  Mark'a  SquBfe,  I  entered  a  coffee- 
honae  under  the  arcade,  hoping  to  find  my  friend  there, 
and  at  the  door  received  another  letter  in  the  French 
language  of  the  following  contents  : — "  One  of  us  tmiat 
fail  that  the  other  may  lie  happy.  To-morrow,  at 
diree  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  1  shall  wait  you  with 
a  sword  on  terra  Jirma  at  the  Swan  Tavern  on  the 
banks  of  the  Brenta.  We  are  acquaintances,  and  I 
have  no  occasion  to  subttcribe  my  name,  as  when  we 
meet,  you  will  know  whom  you  liave  to  do  witli." 

"  Two  duels  in  one  day  is  no  joke  I  Notwithstand- 
ing that  I  knew  how  to  handle  a  sword,  and  tliat  I  was 
reckoned  a  pretty  good  marksman  when  in  the  army, 
I  could  not  help  being  agitated  on  receiving  of  a  sudden 
iwo  challenges.  People  may  think  as  they  please,  yet 
it  18  any  thing  but  agreeable  to  be  either  killed  or  a 
killer.  1  conjectured  that  it  was  my  gallantry  which 
had  brought  me  into  this  disagreeable  predicament, 
but  could  not  make  out  wliat  occasion  could  arm  an 
unknown  fellow-countryman  against  me.  The  Eng- 
lishman not  only  consented  to  he  my  second,  but  was 
glad  with  the  thoughts  of  being  a  spectator  of  two 
deadly  encounters,  lie  confessed  to  me  that  the  na- 
tional distemper,  the  spleen,  had  begun  to  torment 
)iim,  and  that  be  had  merely  on  tliat  account  under- 
taken  his  travels  through  Knrope,  in   order  to   meet 
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with  more  oiiportunitieB  of  becomiiig'  acquainted  witli 
death  and  spummgat  life. 

"  I  spent  the  whole  day  with  the  Engliahman.  He 
endeavoured  to  check  bis  spleen,  and  I  to  drown  wy 
sorrows,  in  wine  ;  we  returned  home  very  late.  Next 
morning  I  went  to  the  Englishman's  with  my  weapons, 
and  we  set  off  immediately  to  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
in  order  that  we  might  Iiave  time  to  breakfast  before 

"  About  twelve  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  sallied  forth 
into  the  main  road,  expecting  to  see  our  antagonist. 
An  Italian  of  a  friendly  ejfterior  came  up  to  us,  wi 
Bflkedwhichof us  wascalled  Meloveeden.  Afterthat, 
he  proposed  to  us  to  take  a.  walk  in  the  park  where 
my  adversary  awaited  me. 

"  At  the  extremity  of  a  thicket  I  found  my  country- 
man, who  waa  walking  backwards  anil  forwards  with 
hasty  paces  on  a  small  plot  of  sward.  I  made  i^  to 
him,  and  raising  loy  hat,  said  ;  "  My  good  .Sir  !  1 
hove  not  the  honour  of  knowing  you,  and  conseqnenl- 
ly  could  not  intentionally  offend  you.  It  seems  t« 
me  that  it  would  he  but  reasonable  that  we  should 
come  to  some  explanation  before  engaging."  "  That 
is  not  at  all  necessary,"  replied  my  countryman  ;  "the 
injury  done  me  by  you  is  of  such  a  sort  tliat  it  is  im- 
possible to  efface  it.  You  have  also  no  occasion  to  know 
ray  name.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  i  am  a  Russian 
nobleman,  and  an  officer,  and  liave  come  here  purposely 
to  fi^ht  you.  Please  to  take  your  station  and  fire- 
But  recollect  that,  if  you  wish  to  act  a  magnanimouE 
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part,  yoQ  will  save  ine  the  trouble  of  shooting  you, 
\iy  doing  it  yourself.  The  temiB  of  the  duel  are  to 
be,  that  our  Heconds  are  to  measure  out  fifteen  paces, 
and  we  on  the  aignal  being  given,  shall  be  free  either 
to  fire  Kt  once  from  our  stance,  or  one  of  us  allowing 
hia  adTersary  to  fire,  may  approach  a  pace  uearer  and 
fire  upon  the  other,  presenting  the  pistol  to  liix  head." 
"  That  is  nut  duelling,  but  murdering',"  exclaimed  1. 
"  What !  Are  you  become  a  poltroon  already,  you 
rascal,"  said  my  ant^onist  roughly.  "  If  yon  attempt 
to  avoid  your  fate  by  cowardice,  I  will  immediately 
blow  out  your  brains."  He  followed  up  the  word  by 
the  deed,  and  fell  upon  me  like  a  madman,  piatol  in 
hand ;  aud  if  tlie  Engliahmau  had  not  succeeded  in 
wresting  it  from  him,  he  would  probably  have  shot 
me  dead  on  the  spot.  My  blood  boiled  within  me.  "  I 
will  shew  yoD  my  poltroonery,"  exclaimed  1,  and  im- 
mediately took  my  pmt.  The  signal  was  given,  I 
rocked,  drew  the  trigger,  and  ray  adversary  fell  wel- 
tering in  hia  blood  before  ho  got  time  to  fire.  1  flew 
to  his  assistance,  and  to  learn  his  name,  and  the  cause 
of  his  hatred  towards  me.  But  he  screamed  out 
roughly  for  me  to  be  ofii  and  not  pollute  by  my  pre- 
sence the  last  minutes  of  hia  life.  His  second,  also, 
did  not  chuse  to  answer  my  questions,  and  begged  us 
t4)  retire,  I  returned  with  the  Englishman  to  the 
tavern,  confounded  at  this  incomprehensible  occurrence, 
and  resolved  to  wait  for  the  other  appointment  witli- 
mit  retDmiog  to  the  city.  About  the  time  already 
fixed,  we  went  to  the  other  tarem  where  we  also 
found   a  second.      He   conducted   me   into  a  room, 
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where,  to  my  greatest  astonishment,  I  found  Count 
SeuHibili.  ''  Your  lessons  ia  the  Russian  language, 
said  he,  addresHiiig  himself  to  me,  have  had  auch  an 
effect  upon  my  wife,  that  she  has  taken  a  fancy  to 
uplift  her  share  of  our  property,  and  along  with  oni 
children  to  set  off  for  Russia.  I  therefore  hare  re- 
solved, Mr.  Professor,  to  give  you  a  lesson  of  auother 
eort.  I  might  arm  gainst  you  mercenary  assasains,  as 
other  husbands  are  wont  to  do  here  ;  but  being  in  the 
military  service,  I  follow  other  rules  :  so  I  wish  to  do 
myself  the  pleasure  of  dispatehing  you  in  penton,  for 
the  injury  you  have  done  nie^ — I  know  all."  "  I  ahsll 
not  say  a  word  of  the  injury,"  said  I ;  "  but  if  yoa 
Euppose  that  I  have  instigated  your  wife  to  leave  yoa 
and  net  off  for  Russia,  I  assure  you  that  you  are  com- 
pletely mistaken,  and  that  this  is  the  first  time  I  have 
heard  sueh  a  report."  ''  Enough  Sir,  enough,"  replied 
the  Count.      "  Do  not  set  off  with  a  lie  your  double 

deceit,  with  yonr  wife and      .     -     -      but  I 

came  not  here  to  explain.  Let  ub  go  into  the  ^;arden'" 
There  was  no  alternative,  and  I  was  obliged  to  fight, 
Bword  in  hand,   with  the  unfortunate  husband. 

"  At  first  J  endeavoured  merely  to  parry  my  oppo- 
nent's thrusts  or  give  him  a  slight  wound  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  fray ;  but  the  Count  closed  so  violently  upon  me, 
and  made  such  furious  attempts  to  dispatch  me,  that 
I  grew  heated  myself,  and  fell  upon  my  antagonist 
in  good  eajuest.  In  desperation  he  attempted  to  get 
hold  of  my  sword,  and  fastened  upon  me.  But  the 
point  of  my  sword  penetrated  his  breast,  and  he  fell 
insensible  on  the  ground. 
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"  With  the  Englishmaii'B  a^aistanc^,  I  cBrried  the 
wonndeil  man  to  the  tavern,  sent  for  a  doctor,  and, 
leaving  the  Count  to  the  care  of  hia  second,  hastened 
into  the  city.  On  arriving  at  home,  I  met  my  wife, 
who  gave  me  to  nnderstand  that  the  Count  and  Connt«8a 
Tzeetereen  had  shut  themselvea  np  in  their  I'ooma  and 
were  in  the  greatest  diatresa  ;  that  the  Count  had  re- 
fused to  see  the  charming  Petronella,  and  the  CouutCBH 
had  g^ven  onlera  not  to  admit  me  into  her  ajiartment, 
and  wished  ns  to  remove  mto  other  lodgings.  My 
wife  learned  from  the  valet,  that  the  Count's  aon,  for- 
merly a  Captain  in  a  hassar  regiment,  of  whom  we 
knew  nothing  before  this  time,  had  come  privately  to 
Venice,  waa  mortally  wounded  in  a  duel,  and  in  the 
^;onieB  of  death  )iad  written  hia  parents  such  a  letter, 
that  the  Coimtess  fainted  three  times,  fell  into  byate- 
rics  and  a  nervous  paroiysra,  while  the  Count  erpe- 
rienced  a  violent  attack  of  the  gout  and  a  sort  of  pa- 
ralysis. I  immediately  guwsed  that  my  irreconcileabJe 
countryman  waa  the  Couat's  eon,  but  concealed  my 
suspicions  from  my  wife.  In  half  an  hour  I  received 
B  letter  troin  the  Countesa  Sensibili,  in  wliich  ahe  re- 
proached nie  for  the  death  of  the  fetber  of  her  chil- 
dren, called  me  a  monster  and  a  murderer,  and  for- 
bade me  to  appear  before  her  eyes.  In  despair  I  flew 
to  my  friend  the  Englisbman,  and  there  learned  that 
the  authorities  were  in  search  of  the  murderers  of 
Count  Sensibili  and  of  a  foreign  traveller,  and  that,  if 
1  should  not  get  across  the  frontiers  hefore  evening, 
I  would  he  arrested  and  shut  up  in  prison.  I  returned 
home,  collected  all  iny  ready  money  and  valuahles, 
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wrote  B  letter  to  my  wife  in  which  I  informed  her  of 
eT«y  thing  that  had  happened,  and  advised  her  to  re- 
turn home  to  her  father's  and  wait  me  tliere.  After 
that,   I  hired  a  gondola  and  rowed  out  to  the  roads. 

"  A  Genoese  vessel  was  unmooring  in  order  to  take 
advantage  of  the  favourable  wind,  to  sail  for  Constan- 
tinople. The  captain  whom  I  had  treated  the  day  be- 
fore in  the  cofFee-honse,  ^reed  to  take  me  with  him 
without  asking  for  ray  passport.  At  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening  I  was  already  on  the  open  sea.  The  tean 
flowed  from  my  eyes  at  the  thonghis  of  my  unhappy 
wife  whom  I  had  never  ceased  to  love,  and  wliora  I, 
by  my  own  g'iddiness,  and  to  speak  the  truth,  liberti- 
nism, had  led  into  temptation.  But  now  there  was  no 
remedy,  and  though  my  heart  was  ready  to  bntst,  I 
resolved  to  bear  my  misfortunes  with  firmness.  Re- 
pentance harrowed  np  my  soul,  and  I  swore  I  would 
reform. 

"  Amongst  the  passengers  there  was  a  Turk.  He 
spoke  French  an<l  Italian  van  n  ell,  and  perceiving  my 
melanfholy,  endeavoured  to  divert  me  with  lus  con- 
versatiun.  He  was  about  fifty  years  of  age,  had  tra- 
velled much  in  Europe  and  Asia  Iiad  been  in.  Egyp^ 
and  had  acquired  much  e^.pprienc(.  by  reading  and  ot^ 
Nervation.  He  acquainted  me  that  he  was  a  Hambui^ 
Jew,  had  studied  medir  ne  at  Leyden,  and  in  ths 
thirteenth  year  of  his  age,  being  at  Constantinople, 
had  resolved  to  change  his  persuasion  for  the  Maho- 
medan,  from  pure  conviction,  without  any  iutereated 
motives.     Not  being  accustomed  to  dispute  about  re- 
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subject ;  but  oliservin^  that  he  entered  upon  it  more 
frequently,  and  sang  loudly  the  pimsee  of  Islainlani) . 
I  declttred  to  him  resolutely,  that,  if  he  wiijhed  to  con- 
tinue on  friendly  terma  with  me,  be  should  never  speajj 
npon  that  Hubjert.  The  renegade  complied  with  n 
wishes,  and  confined  hie  panegyrics  after  this  to  tlif, ' 
Turkish  goveiTiment,  to  which  I  listened  with  patience 
merely  in  order  to  get  some  knowledge  of  the  mannen 
and  caatoms  of  the  Turks.  Above  all,  he  extolled  the 
honesty  of  the  followers  of  Mahomet,  their  adhesive- 
ness to  their  word,  and  affirmed  that  Islamism  had 
cured  himself  of  the  natural  propensities  of  the  Israel- 
ites, who,  in  his  opinion,  have  never  ceased  to  worr 
ship  the  golden  calf,  though  in  a  different  form. 

"  We  bad  a  prosperous  voyage,  and  soon  arrived  at 
the  harbour  of  Constantinople.  I  removed  to  Perst 
to  an  Italian  who  kept  a  sort  of  lodgmg-houae.  Oa 
unpacking  my  portmanteau,  I  almost  fainted  when  I 
found  that  my  money  and  valuables  nere  gone  I  flew 
in  despair  to  the  master  of  the  vessel,  and  told  him  i^ 
the  robbery.  He  vouched  for  the  honesty  of  his  crew, 
but  would  not  answer  for  the  passengers.  "  If  yofi 
had  committed  the  money  and  things  to  my  keeping 
that  misfortune  would  not  have  happened  to  you."  sa 
he.  "  At  present  you  liave  only  yourself  to  blame, 
am  not  a  rich  man  myself,  and  can  give  you  but  little 
assistance.  But  here  are  ten  ducats  for  you  ;  you  will 
repay  me  when  you  are  able."  With  a  sore  heart  I  i 
returned  to  the  lodging-house,  and  on  the  way  met 
vrith  my  acquaintance  the  renegade,  to  whom  I  related 
my  misfortnne — "  Mahomet  commands  us  to  succour 
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yon  board  and  lodging  at  my  house  gratis  :  otberwiee, 
if  yon  sbould  be  in  funds  at  any  future  time,  I  shg]! 
not  refuse  to  accept  of  payment.  But  aX  present  tbere 
in  no  occasion  to  enlarge  upon  that.  Take  your  ba^age 
out  of  the  tavern,  and  I  will  conduct  you  to  my  house." 
I  did  not  know  how  to  thank  the  renegade  for  his  ge- 
nerous oifer,  and  immediately  availed  myself  of  it. 
The  Porte  waa  then  at  war  with  Russia,  and  there- 
fore we  had  no  ambassador.  I  told  no  one  that  I  waa 
a  Russian,  but  called  myself  a  Slavonian  from  Sueea 
di  cataro.  In  the  coffee-houses  of  Pera,  I  formed 
some  acquaintances  among  the  christian  inhabitants  of 
Constantinople,  which  contributed  to  my  diversion  asd 
even  to  my  subsistence.  In  the  renegade's  houie  I 
scarcely  saw  any  body,  and  he  rarely  spoke  to  me,  being 
contiunally  occupied  with  business.  I  had  my  victiult 
brought  me  into  my  own  little  room  ;  but  the  bread  of 
charity  was  not  only  bitter  but  very  deficient  in  weight. 
My  daily  allowance  of  pillav  was  not  more  than  a 
physician  would  have  prescribed  to  keep  me  from 
dying  of  famishment ;  and  if  1  had  not  got  assistance 
from  the  Greeks,  I  would  certainly  have  pined  suray 
for  want  of  nourishment. 

"  How  can  living  in  Constantinople  please  a  man  of 
education  and  sensibility  ?  The  Europeana  havt 
hardly  any  direct  intercourse  with  the  Turks,  who  in 
their  pride  and  ignorance  despise  all  Christiana,  md 
only  vouchsafe  to  receive  them  into  their  company, 
when  they  anticipate  some  advantage  from  their  ac- 
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qnaintanCR.  In  addition  to  this,  tlie  routine  of  Tnrkish 
life  keeps  tLem  at  a  distance  from  EuropeanH.  The 
Malionieilan,  if  not  engaged  in  the  service  of  go- 
veniment,  spends  tlie  greater  part  of  his  life  in  his 
harem,  and  knows  no  other  pleasure  than  that  of 
emoking  his  pipe  and  drinking  coffee  ill  a  cotfee-honse, 
looking  at  the  end  of  his  nose,  and  listening  to  the  lu- 
cubrations of  the  coffee-house  babhiere  or  etoiy-tellen 
who  constitute  a  class  of  themselvea.  The  Turks  are 
very  sparing  of  words,  and  only  voluble  when  they 
abuse  the  Franks,  that  is  Europeans,  and  all  Giaoura 
particularly  Jfai/as  or  the  Christian  subjects  of  the 
Port«.  Sometimes  the  Sultan  himKelf  gets  a  share  ot 
it,  particularly  wheu  lie  undertakes  any  reform,  whicb 
ia  always  regarded  aa  an  encroachment  on  Islam,  £i 
ibe  cofFee-honses,  uiiderthe  very  gaten  of  the  Seraglio,  ' 
they  abuse  the  Snltan,  who  could  at  a  nod  cut  off 
their  heads,  with  as  great  boldness  an  in  Europe  o 
opposition  Journals  attack  the  ministry.  In  other  r 
spects,  the  monotonous  life  of  the  Turks  and  tlieir  i| 
uorance  can  afford  the  European  no  pleastu'e  in  their 
company,  an<l,  if  travellers  occasionally  seek  to  form 
their  acquaintance,  it  is  from  mere  curiosity,  to 
their  note-books  with  semifictitious  stories. 

"  All  the  business  both  political  and  commercial  of  * 
Cmistantinople  is  managed  by  the  Perotes  or  inhabi- 
tants of  the  suburb  called  Pera,  which  forms  not  only 
11  division  of  the  town,  but  a  seiwrate  kmgdom,  a 
parale  people  I      Here  live  the  descendants   of   Euro- 
peans,   Italians,    (mostly   Venetians,)    Ill}Tians,    i 
other  southern  Slavonians,  Catholic  Armenians,  a  small 
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namber  of  Frencii,  and  stilt  lean  English  and  GermaiUt 
The  Ferot«s  may  pride  tbemeelves  upon  the  circam- 
stance  of  their  anceaton  being  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  first  founders  of  Rome  iu  the  time  of  Ro- 
muluB,  with  this  difference,  that  the  founders  of  Rone 
gained  a  subsistence  by  force  of  arms,  and  openly 
robbed  on  the  liigh-way,  wliile  the  ancestors  of  the 
Ferote?  attained  the  same  end  by  less  violent  means. 
"  The  Perote«  L'sn  claim  ttiis  distinrtioQ  before  &e 
Romans,  that  they  have  not  changed  the  coAtomfl  of 

The  carelessness  of  the  Turkish  police  in  look- 
ing after  Emiipeans,  Las  broaght  to  Constantinople 
knights  of  indnstrj',  and  bankrnpls  of  all  nation^ 
who  have  taken  np  their  residence  in  Pera,  wider 
the  protection  of  the  standard  of  Mahomet.  The 
language  of  the  Perutes  is  an  Italian  made  up  of  aB 
the  dialects  of  Italy,  with  a  mixture  of  TurluHli,  Greek, 
and  Slavonian  words  pronomiced  in  a  pei^oliar  way< 
Their  ignorance  of  every  thing  regarding  the  arts  (od 
I  a  parallel  with  that  of  the  Turks;  but  their 
fineese  makes  up  for  all  their  deficiencies,  and  a  know- 
ledge of  languages  constitutes  all  their  wisdom.  Tbeciiil- 
dren,  while  tliey  are  hardly  able  to  lisp,  are  taa^t  te 
speak  Turkish,  Greek,  French,  and  IlaUan.  This  is  the 
IS  of  conducting  the  Perotes  to  riches  and  honours, 
putting  into  tlieir  hands  all  the  diplomatic  a&iis  of 
the  Porte  ;  for  it  is  Irom  them  that  the  Dragomans  or 
Tolmatfhea  are  selected  for  the  European  misaiona. 
It  may  bt>  easily  conjectured  with  what  fidelity  they 
e  the  Europeans,  when  it  is  plain  as  day-light  that 
\  Perote  knows  nothing  in  the  world  more  excellent 
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tliftii  Iiis  own  dirty  Pera,  nothing  morR  majeBtic  than 
a  Titrk,  nothing  wiser  or  niiichtiei'  than  tlie  Sultan, 
and  nothing  worse  than  all  nationR  and  all  people  who 
do  not  profens  the  Roman  Catholiu  faith,  or  have  not 
the  honour  of  being  Musanlmen.  The  ambition  of  a 
Perote  doe^  not  go  farther  than  the  place  of  Dragoman, 
and  the  only  object  of  his  life  is  tlie  accumulation  of 
money.  They  also  take  up  the  calling  of  tradiog- 
conaulH  and  brokers,  and  after  growing  rich  by  the 
help  of  commerce  and  roguery,  si^t  up  for  bunkers. 
The  P^rotes  hate  the  Greeks,  and  do  them  all  the 
bann  they  can  when  they  Imre  it  in  their  power,  being 
afraid  lest  they  should  take  the  trade  out  of  their 
hands.  The  Greeks  hate  the  Roman  Catholics,  merely 
because  they  are  of  the  same  ])ersua»ion  an  the  Perotes. 
Among  the  Greeks,  to  call  any  one  a  Perote  is  syno- 
nymous with  the  tenn  Jesuit  among  na.  Tlie  Euro- 
pean travellers  and  official  people  belonging  to  the  dif- 
ferent embassies,  have  more  intercourse  with  the  Pe- 
rotes  owing  to  the  similarity  of  dieir  mode  of  living 
to  the  European,  and  to  the  l^lity  of  communication 
witliout  the  use  uf  the  EoHtera  languages.  The  wo- 
m^i  act  a  leading  part  in  the  Perote  community.  Their 
whole  occupation  cunaists  in  sitting,  during  summer, 
the  whole  day  on  a  sofa,  and  in  winter  at  a  landoor. 
This  tandoar  is  a  sort  of  low  square  table,  covered 
wilfa  a  wadded  quilt,  and  on  the  top  with  green  cloth. 
Under  the  table  there  is  a  brazier  with  burning  char- 
coali  which  gives  heat  to  the  honourable  company  who 
■re  seated  on  small  hu^  around  the  tandoor,  hiding 
tfanr  feet  imder  the  table,  and  covering  themselves  up 
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Ui  tlie  WBist  with  the  coverlet.  There  are  no  8t«ret 
ur  cliimueys,  tin  you  may  he  aware,  in  Constantuiople. 
At  these  tandoora,  they  jilay  cards,  talk  scandal,  praiee 
the  Sultan  when  he  cuts  olF  the  headH  and  confiHcatei 
the  property  of  liis  subjects  who  liave  not  the  honour 
to  he  Perotes,  and  carry  on  love  intrigucH  hy  handing 
billeti  doux  under  the  coverlBts,  llie  Perote  females 
are  diatinguiBhed  for  their  propensity  to  love-adven- 
tures, and  most  of  them  assist  their  husbands,  brotheiSi 
and  fathers  in  their  utraggles  for  preferment  and  wealth, 
and  in  the  discovery  of  political  secrets.  Owing  lAdie 
want  of  a  polished  European  community,  the  formgn 
eiLTuyH  invite  the  Perote  ladies  to  their  ballH  and  routeSi 
and  these  Indies  cociKtitnte  the  great  world  of  Conntin- 
linople,  in  proportion  to  their  means  and  connecdms. 
"  A  Greek  acquaintance  introduced  me  among  the 
Perotes  ;  but  as  I  had  no  money,  and  did  not  wish  10 
try  more  experiments  in  love,  I  met  with  hut  a  dry  re- 
ception. I  had  myself  bat  little  pIcasnTo  in  a  sooely 
where  1  found  no  food  eitlier  for  tie  mind  or  the  heart 
Among  the  Greeks  I  found  more  sincerity,  more  in- 
tellect, and  more  politeness,  than  among  the  PerotM. 
The  Grecian  females  are  almost  all  heanties,  whilct 
on  the  contrary,  among  the  Perotes  heauty  is  very  rare^ 
The  wives  and  daughters  of  the  Greek  Boyars  ordes- 
i«ndants  of  the  ancient  Greek  families,  are  diatingiu^ 
ed  for  their  personal  and  mental  charms ;  but  diey^ 
do  not  appear  in  European  society,  as  the  Perotes  (Is 
all  they  can  to  keep  them  out  of  the  way.  The  Ar- 
menians,  being  entirely  occupied  in  trade  and  the  ex- 
change and  transfer  of  money,  live  according  to  their 
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own  fashions.  The  Jews,  as  they  are  everywhere, 
are  rag-dealers,  barbers,  retail  shopkeepers,  errand- 
runnere,  and  rogues,  except  some  rich  jewellers  who 
are  distinguished  for  cheating  in  the  wholesale  way. — 
The  Turkish  police  keeps  a  sharp  look  out  upon  every 
thing  relating  to  trade  and  civil  order,  as  far  as  they 
contribute  to  the  peace  and  exigencies  of  a  Mussul- 
man's life.  To  the  affairs  and  proceedings  of  the  Franks 
it  does  not  pay  the  smallest  attention,  till  a  complaint 
be  lodged  for  roguery  or  murder ;  but  even  then  it 
allows  the  guilty  to  buy  themselves  off.  Owing  to 
this,  there  is  not  in  the  whole  world  such  a  rendezvous 
for  rogues  as  at  Constantinople.  It  is  their  mother- 
country,  and  more  astonishing,  than  all  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  ofl&cers  of  the  European  embassies 
and  casual  travellers,  the  honestest  people  in  Constan- 
tinople are  the  infidels,  that  is  to  say,  the  Turks. 

"  I  spent  four  months  in  Constantinople  very  miser- 
ably, not  knowing  what  to  resolve  upon,  when,  on  a 
sudden,  it  was  reported  that  the  plague  had  appeared 
in  some  quarters  of  the  town.  Knowing  that  it  is  a 
difficult  matter  for  a  poor  man,  and  especially  a  Chris- 
tian to  take  precautions  against  infection,  and  not  wish- 
ing to  be  its  victim,  I  intended  to  leave  Constantinople 
for  the  islands  of  the  Archipelago  or  for  Russia.  A 
friend  of  mine  assured  me  that  I,  being  a  son  of  the 
eastern  church,  would  be  received  with  open  arms  in 
the  islands  which  follow  the  Greek  persuasion,  but  dis- 
suaded me  from  seeking  an  asylum  among  the  Roman 
Catholic  Greeks.  I  mentioned  this  intention  to  my 
landlord  ;  but  he  opposed  it  strongly.     <*  You  do  not 
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know  the  Greeks,"  said  he  to  me.  "  Self  intereA  bl 
ifaeir  only  God,  which  they  continually  worship,  aad 
bickerings  and  disa^eements  are  their  only  oampt- 
lion.  Without  money  you  will  be  received  like  a 
beg^ier,  though  gifted  with  all  the  talents  in  the  world. 
Listen  to  tne — I  hare  been  long  thinking  of  your  gmi- 
dition,  and  have  at  last  succeeded  in  lindiiig  a  situation 
for  you.  There  is  a  Persian  merchant  here,  one  of 
the  richest  capitalists  in  the  East.  He  wants  an  Eti- 
ropeaii  clerk  for  his  trade.  Throw  aside  your  nobility 
for  a  aeafion,  an<l  serve  with  a  merchant.  In  fire  or  hi 
years,  yuu  will  have  become  a  taillloHmre  yaara^; 
retiini  to  your  native  country,  throw  your  mAntle  of 
noblesse  agaiu  ahout  your  shoulders,  and  live  after  tha 
manner  of  yoiu*  caste,  pouring  etnptiness  into  vacuity." 
After  thinking  a  little,  I  agreed  to  the  reue^^e'a  pro- 
posaJ,  and  next  day  we  arranged  to  go  to  the  Pereian. 
"  The  Persian  spoke  a  littleRuBsiou,  and  had  been  on 
some  occasions  in  Moscow  and  Petershurgh.  "  I  waBE 
a  man  who  knows  tbe  French  and  Italian  languages," 
said  the  Persian ;  "  but  so  much  the  better  that  in  addi- 
tion to  that,  you  understand  the  Russian.  Make 
ready  to-morrow  for  setting  off  with  my  caravan,  if 
youbeliave  yourself  well,  you  will  have  a  good  life  of 
it  with  me."  I  wished  to  know  upon  what  t«miB  the 
merchant  was  to  receive  me  into  his  service  ;  hot  the 
renegade  dissuaded  me  by  the  insinuation  that  I  would 
spoil  all  the  business  by  an  appearance  of  eelfiahneab 
"  In  all  countries  not  civilized  like  Europeans,"  added 
he  in  Prench,  "  the  merchants  do  not  pay  a  fixed  yearly 
salary  to  their  clerks,  but  give  them  a  share  of  the. 
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profit.  You  should  not  shew  youraplf  BTariciouB ; 
on  tile  contrary,  yon.  should  rejoice  only  in  your  em- 
ployer's advantage,  as  if  yon  did  not  think  of  your 
own.  Then  the  merchant  will  give  you  a  share,  and 
yon  will  become  his  partner.  Bnt  till  such  time  as  he 
knows  you  and  loves  you,  you  should  go  to  work  assi- 
(InouKly,  as  is  the  way  in  the  east  between  maBteni  and 
servants.  Resolve,  my  dear  friend,  to  put  up  with 
some  little  temporary  disgusts.  In  order  to  insure  your 
happiness  for  the  remaiuder  of  your  ilayN.  Yon  told 
me  yourself,  that  you  bad  no  means  of  Nubsisteuce  in 
your  own  countn',  and  that,  besides,  you  had  no  hope 
of  ever  attaining  riches  there.  It  does  not  answer  to 
live  for  ever  at  another  man's  expence,  and  it  is  best 
of  all  to  be  indebted  only  to  yourself  for  your  income. " 
The  words  of  tile  renegade,  "  It  does  not  answer  to 
live  St  another  man's  expi^nre,"  made  me  decide, 
whatever  it  should  cost.  The  same  evening  I  reniove<l 
to  the  Persian's  quartprs  at  a  caravanserai,  and  next 
day  we  spt  off.  I  shall  not  describe  to  you  either  the 
towns  or  the  cnnntries  through  which  we  passed,  nor 
the  customs  of  the  various  Asiatic  tribes  whom  I  saw 
on  my  jotimey  ;  that  would  take  up  too  much  lime. 
1  may  describe  all  that  I  saw  in  a  few  words — igno- 
rance, roughness,  rudeness  of  manners,  constitute  the 
leading  qualities  of  those  nations,  with  the  only  dif- 
rerenceithat  in  the  Asiatic  towns  where  tmde  flourishes, 
effeminacy  and  pusillanimity  occupy  the  place  of  love 
to  acquaintance,  and  the  arts  and  refinements  of  luxury, 
and  tliat  the  nomade  tribes  of  Asia,  on  the  contrary, 
are  distinguished  for  their  wild  bravery  and  open  robhe- 
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ry.  My  dear  friend,  amoDg  EuropeauB  there  are  peo- 
ple who  exclaim  against  civilization  I  let  them  look  at 
Asia-Minor,  and  compare  its  present  state  with  what 
it  was  under  the  rule  of  the  wise  caliphs,  the  lovetB 
and  protectors  of  civilization.  Ifjnorance  degrades 
humanity  to  the  condition  of  an  irralioiial  animal,  and 
the  most  ravenous  creatures  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
are  ft  half  civilized  people,  who,  having,  od^'attced  only 
one  step  beyond  savages,  have  learned  only  one  letter 
in  the  great  book  of  civilization,  and  take  words  fw 
things,  and  things  for  words.  It  is  only  selfish  cnlprils 
who  can  wish  for  ignonuice,  in  order  to  lake  advantage 
of  the  obscurity,  to  get  rid  of  their  vamped-np  wftrea 
and  base  money.  But,  my  dear  &iend,  I  cannot  give 
yon  a  belter  illustration  of  the  advantage  of  civilization, 
than  the  following  anecdote  which  has  been  impressed 
on  my  memory  since  my  childhood. 

"  For  what  end  do  you  set  a-going  academies  and 
schools,  and  disseminate  the  sciences  ?"  said  the  Vizier 
Moozafer  to  the  Caliph  Haroun  al  Raschid.  "  Don't 
yOD  tliink  tliat  the  people,  once  they  are  instructed, 
will  more  easily  get  the  better  of  you  ?"  "  Certainly ;" 
replied  the  Caliph,  "  tlie  instructed  people  will  be 
better  able  to  jadge  of  the  justice  of  my  laws  and  the 
purity  of  ray  intentions,"  "  But  will  they  pay  thig 
taxes  better  ?"  "  Certainly  ;  they  will  find  more  meann 
in  their  enlightened  state  to  attain  riches,  and  will, 
1>esides,  comprehend  that  I  do  not  ask  more  tbui  what 
is  absolutely  necessary."  '■  Will  they  fight  yonr  wan 
better  ?"  "  Much  better,  when  they  comprehend 
that  the  happiness  of  every  family  depends  upon  the 
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welbre  aiLd  glory  of  their  country  ;  und,  liesides,  tliey 
trill  fight  raoTG  BuccesHfnlly  under  die  guidance  of  able 
commanden."  "  But  wiU  not  your  wise  men,  your 
philosopbers,  tbink  of  meddling  in  the  af&ira  of  go« 
reniment  ?  Will  they  not  ventnre  to  notice  the  errora 
of  yonr  administration  ?"  "  Let  them  seek  for  them, 
God  them,  and  tell  me  of  them  ;  I  will  be  more  upon 
my  guard  in  the  future,  and  govern  them  all  the  better." 
How,  would  you,  oh  light  of  the  world  1  allow  your 
apiiak  boldly  every  thing  which  might 
into  their  head?"  "  If  I  did  not,  they  could 
not  enlighten  uh."  "  But  cannot  the  wisest  man  fall 
into  mistakes  ;  may  they  not  tiet  up  error  for  truth  ?" 
"  One  will  fall  into  a  mistake,  and  the  other  will  per- 
ceiveit  and  correct  it."  "My  Lord!  I  must  at  last  warn 
you  of  the  consequences  of  all  this  ;  as  soon  as  yoxu 
people  are  instructed,  some  daring  spirits  will  ventnre 
to  criticize  the  proceedings  of  your  favourites,  of  those 
who  enjoy  your  confidence,  and  withal  of  me,  even  of 
vte  myself  "  I  miderstand  you,"  said  the  Caliph, 
and  left  the  room.  This  allegory  I  would  have  written 
up  iu  letters  of  gold  on  some  public  monument,  for  the 
conviction  of  bigots  and  rogues  who  wish  for  the  in- 
crease of  ignorance,  in  order  that  they  may  catch  liah 
in  muddy  water.  It  were  to  be  wished  that  all  legis- 
lators had  before  their  eyes  the  example  of  Haroun  al 
Keschid,  who,  by  spreading  education  among  the 
rude  people  of  Asia,  gained  strength,  riches,  and  glory, 
('ivilization  departed  from  Asia,  and  the  empire  de- 
[lorted  from  the  Caliphs  ! 

"  A  ntunber  of  merchants  and  travellers  united  them- 
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selves  with  us  iii  order  tliftt  tbey  might  proceed  with 
greater  safety  ;  for,  in  the  countries  of  ignorance,  there 
IB  no  possibil  ity  of  travelling  withont  an  escort  of  arm- 
ed men.  We  hired  a  guard  from  town  to  town.  My 
employer  appointed  me  to  superintend  the  CRraran, 
and  behaved  towards  me  very  civilly,  and  quite  on  a 
footing  of  equality.  But  as  aoon  as  we  arrived  within 
the  Persian  dominions,  he  informed  me  that  I  waa  his 
stave,  andtliat  he  hod  boughtme  from  the  renegade  Jew. 
It  was  to  no  purpose  that  I  told  him,  the  reoe^^e  had 
no  right  to  sell  me,  hecauise  I  was  never  taken  prisoner, 
bat  came  to  Constantinople  of  my  own  accord,  as  ■ 
traveller,  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  and  rights 
of  nations.  The  Persian  explained  to  me,  that  there 
was  now  war  between  the  Turks  and  Itussians  ;  that 
the  rene^de  knew  that  I  wait  a  Russian,  consequently 
it  was  lawtul  for  every  Turk  to  take  a  Kussian  captive 
wherevei  it  might  he  ;  and  besides  that,  I  was  owing 
the  renegade  for  board  and  lodging,  more  than  I  would 
be  able  to  discharge  all  my  life.  "  You  made  no  bar- 
gain with  the  renegade,"  added  the  Persian  ;  "conse- 
quently he  was  at  liberty  to  demand  as  mnch  as  he 
pleased  from  you,  though  it  should  be  a  thousand 
sequins  !"  To  perauade  me  fully  of  my  slavery,  the 
Persian  shewed  nie  a  paper  which  he  called  the  deed 
of  purchase,  witnessed  by  a  Cadi  in  Constantinople. 
I  was  obliged  to  he  silent  and  take  the  blame  to  myself  t 
After  passing  through  the  famous  Persian  cities  of  Ta- 
breez  a:id  Teheran,  we  arrived  at  last  at  the  town  of 
Astrabad,  where  my  master  had  his  regular  residence, 
and  carried  on  an  extensive  trade  with  Bnkharia,  Khee- 
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va,  and  Russia.  He  hwl  no  occaaion  for  my  aseiatance 
In  business,  but  appointed  me  to  inatrnct  his  son,  a. 
boy  of  twelve  years  of  age,  in  kngua^s ;  letting-  me 
know  at  the  sametime,  that  any  attempt  of  mine  to 
escape  from  my  servitude,  would  be  punished  with 
death,  while  suIimiHHion  without  murmuring  would  be 
rewarded  by  good  entertainment  and  civil  usage.  In 
reality,  I  was  treated  in  his  house  with  sufficient  hu- 
manity, as  our  country  gentlemen  who  have  good 
tempera  beliave  to  their  sons'  govemoni  or  the  parish 
scfaoolmaslers.  •  One  day  I  was  in  ray  master's  apart- 
inent,  when  a  merchant  came  to  him  to  buy  some 
articles  of  gallantry.  My  master  spread  out  upon  the 
table  a  number  of  precious  stones,  ear-rings  and  neck- 
laces of  European  workraanship,  and  I  was  qnite  as- 
tonished when  I  saw  among  them  those  very  things 
which  had  been  stolen  from  lue  on  board  the  ship, — 
When  the  merchant,  after  having  cheapened  and  ex- 
amined the  things,  left  the  room,  1  said  to  the  Persian, 
"  Master  I  among  those  valuables  I  see  the  thiu^ 
«4uch  belonged  to  me.  I  cannot  suspect  yon  of  any 
dishonesty,  seeing  you  were  not  on  board  the  vessel  in 
which  my  property  was  stolen  from  me.  But  l«il  me, 
if  you  pleaw,  in  what  way  yoa  procured  these  things  ?" 
"  I  bought  them  at  Constantinople  of  your  old  landlord, 
the  renegade  Jew,"  replied  the  Persian.  "  And  this 
ie  the  Itonesty  which  the  Jew  has  learned  in  the  Ma- 

•  The  deacon  of  eyay  pkrlsh  ia  the  Behoolniaaler  ex  officio  in 
the  Rutsiaa  C^hucch,  and  poor  people  can  attain,  at  Ilia  ncliool,  a 
knowledgi^arceadiDg,   writing,  and  Hmhmctic,  for  a  vnjr  mode- 
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horaedan  faith,"  exclaimed  I  involuntarily.  "  Friend  !" 
replied  the  Peraiau,  "  thefaitli  was  not  to  blame,  but 
the  man.  Take  this  advice  from  me.  Be  on  your 
gnard  always  i^inst  a  hume-bred  wolf,  and  a  maa 
whose  religions  cunrerBiuu  has  risen  from  low  mo- 
tives of  §elf-intere8t." 

"  I  was  more  than  three  yeara  in  slavery,  and  at  lest 
resolved  to  flee,  notwithstanding  the  threats  of  capital 
punishment.  I  formed  an  acquaintance  witli  a  Bakh- 
arian  merchant,  and  promised  liim  a  high  ransom  if 
he  would  take  me  to  llussia.  Fortunately  the  Buldi- 
arian  bad  bi?en  in  Moscow,  and  knew  my  uncle, 
Itaving  sold  him  some  shawls  for  his  housekeeper. — 
TliQ  Bukharian  took  me  with  him  Irom  Astrabad,  and 
united  withthe  caravan  which  was  on  its  way  to  Russia, 
through  the  Kii^Iiee^ian  steppe.  The  remainder  you 
know.  1  am  indebted  to  you  for  my  freedom.  On 
my  return  lo  Moscow  I  am  determined  to  seek  for 
my  wife,  and  to  rid  myself  completely  of  two  unfortu- 
nate weaknesses — raking  and  estravagance — 1«  return 
to  the  service,  and  gain  by  my  labours,  though  a  poor, 
yet  an  honest  livelihood."  "  Amen  V  said  I  ;  I  com- 
mend your  resolution,  and  in 
make  ready  for  our  journey." 


CHAPTER  XVIII, 


1  alkali  not  JcBcribe  liow  we  took  leave  of  Araalan 
Sultan,  Ilia  family,  andtlie  wbole  aool.  I  aliall  merely 
say  that  from  tile  obloDg  grey  eyes  of  the  Kirgheez 
learB  dropped  much  more  sincere  thaa  those  tears 
which  are  set  off  by  our  mourDing-apparcl,  with 
tceepers;*"  aod  although  neither  the  farewell  of  Abelard 
and  Eloba,  nor  of  Hector  and  Andromache,  nor  the 
friendly  exiiressionB  of  Orestes  and  Pykdes  have  been 
translated  into  the  Kirgheezian  language,  yet  the  simple 
expression  of  adieu  by  the  worthy  Arsalau  and  my 
companions  his  horsemen,  moved  me  to  the  quick.  To 
speak  the  truth,  the  Kii^hcezian.  beautieH  were  not  a 
little  displeased  with  me  for  resolving  to  leave  the 
iteppe  which  was  adorned  witL  their  charms ;  but  at 
the  last  moment,  all  was  forgotten.  The  old  men  con- 
soled the  rest  by  repealing,  "  He  will  return  back  to 
U8 ;  you  will  see  that  be  will  return.  It  is  impOBflible 
that  such  a  fine  youth  should  like  any  other  place  better 
than  the  Kirglieeziaa  steppe." 

I  with  Meloveeden  went  foremost.     The  old  sol- 
dier, Niketas  PeCroff,  whom  I  took  into  my  service, 
■  Nbitow  facingn  of  while  cambric,  RKached  to  the  black  costs 
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led  tlivee  cameln  with  our  baggt^e.  Tliirty  light  horse- 
men formed  our  escort,  and  followed  us  at  a  short  dis- 
tance. The  weather  was  warm,  and  our  ride  was  rery 
pleasant. 

A  man  of  the  world  with  a  good  heart  and  aounil 
mind,  only  knows  his  real  value  at  a  distance  from 
society.  Trifling  cares,  connections,  acquaintances, 
and  temptations,  withdraw  his  mind  from  important 
objects  ;  and  it  is  only  the  stroke  of  misfortune  or  so- 
litude, which  teai?  away  the  sorcarous  blind  from  his 
eyes.  "  I  now  feel  in  fiill  measure  the  nothin^ees  of 
kII  that  I  formerly  reckoned  blpssings,"  said  Mek)- 
veedea  one  day  to  me  ;  "  and  tliank  Providence  that  he 
has  rescued  me  from  the  snares  of  vice  by  lueanB  of 
misfortunes  which  I  deserved  for  my  giddioeis,  or, 
properly  )<peakiiig,  bad  behaviour.  Here  am  I,  a  so* 
litary  man  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  without  wife,  with- 
out relations,  without  friends,  without  any  thing  to 
Bubsist  upon  ;  and,  besidei^,  I  have  no  right  to  excite 
pity  by  my  condition,  and  console  myself  by  the  re- 
membrance of  my  innocence.  Bitter  fate  I  what  nugiit 
1  now  have  been,  if  I  had  continued  in  the  service 
employed  my  talents  for  the  public  benefit,  and  en- 
deavoured to  gain  the  attention  and  respect  of  rqmt' 
able  people,  true  sons  of  their  father-land  F  I  Bongfn 
in  life  nothing  but  pleasure  and  dissipation,  nerer 
troubling  myself  about  the  future,  and  not  caring  about 
the  present.  What  have  I  got  by  Thofle  foolish  ac- 
quaintances, connections  founded  on  pn^igacyt  Empti- 
ness of  heart,  and  repentance  of  soul.  I  mined  my 
wife,  whose  only  fault  was  thoughtlessness.     I  nSf^ 
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hare  made  of  her  a  ^od  and  happy  cotnpmiiun,  the 
ornament  of  ber  sex.  My  dear  frieud  I  Let  my  ex- 
ample serve  you  for  a  lesson.  lu  uiy  youth  I  had  no 
^de  to  be  depended  upon  :  ibis  was  the  ratiae  of  all 
my  miifortnnes  1  My  lively  iniaginatioa  and  hot  tem- 
per, were  allowed  full  reins.  No  one  tliought  of  gir- 
iag  me  any  rales  for  ray  guidance  through  the  junmey 
of  Ufe.  lu  my  youth  I  regarded  as  synonymous,  mo- 
nlity  and  ennui,  ^'ejeegh(>u,  you  are  at  present  in 
titactly  sncb  a  predicament  ae  I  wan  at  your  years. 
Yon  bsTe  also  been  taught  every  thing  except  that 
i^icli  is  indispensably  neceNsary  for  you  to  know.  Ue- 
xnre  of  people  who  seek  your  friendship  merely  for 
the  sake  of  pursuing  pleasure  in  com)iBiiy.  Never 
obey  first  emotions,  and  consider  the  means  well  be- 
fore yon  set  about  the  attainment  of  your  ends.  You 
are  a  handsome  lad  1  Take  care  of  the  women.  -  - 
But  you  are  yawning,  Vejeeghen  I  I  see  that  moral 
pbiloM>phy  will  act  npon  you  more  by  example  than 
by  precept."  And  in  reality,  not  being  accustomed  to 
hear  lectures  on  morality,  1  could  hardly  keep  from 
sleeping  on  my  saddle,  when  Meloveedeu  gave  vent 
to  his  feelings  from  the  bottom  of  his  soul.  "  My 
dear  friend,"  added  he,  "  whether  you  will  or  not,  I 
mnat  be  your  guide  in  the  world.  If  not  my  past  mo- 
rality, at  least  my  past  experience  and  present  wish  to 
reform,  as  well  an  my  affection,  for  you,  give  me  a  title 
to  it."  I  gave  him  my  liand,  and  he  clasping  it  in  his 
own,  said :   "  For  ever." 

Within  an  hour's  march  of  the  first  Russian  fore- 
poat,  we  took  leave  of  our  Kii^heezian  escort.    When 
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Wft  saw  the  Russian  aeiitinel,  our  hearts  beat  quicker, 
and  we  sent  up  onr  prayers  in  tears,  with  blessings  on 
our  dear  country.  One  must  lie  absent  from  it  to  feel 
the  pleaaure  of  returning  to  the  land  of  LiH  nativity. 
Ilie  first  minute  after  crossing  the  frontiers  is  quite 
pnchanting.  The  future  presents  itself  in  its  moal 
Httractice  form ;  all  ita  shadings  disappear  irom  the 
])ictnre,  and  every  man  who  speaks  his  mother-tongue 
is  hailed  as  a  friend,  as  a  brother  I 

The  comniander  of  the  forepost,  a  Cossack  officer, 
received  ua  very  civillvi  but  at  the  sametime  signifinl 
to  us,  that,  aa  we  had  no  passports,  and  were  return- 
ing to  Russia  with  thin^  not  yet  used,  he  must  pre- 
sent us  in  the  first  place  to  the  local  authorities,  where 
we  would  receive  tickets  of  residence  ;  in  the  second 
place  to  the  custom-house,  where  our  goods  ivould  be 
examined,  the  duty  paid,  and  stamps  affixed.  Next 
day  we  set  off  thither,  escorted  by  an  orderly  and  sii 
Cossacks. 

On  arriving  at  the  district-town  we  waited  upon 
the  Sheriff.  Michael  Ivanoveetch  Shtweekoff  had  heoi 
Major  in  an  infantry  regiment,  had  retired  on  account 
of  his  wounds,  and  accepted  of  the  appointment  of 
Capitan  Enspraiynile  of  his  native  place,  at  the  request 
of  the  landholders.  He  was  a  man  of  about  forty 
years  of  age,  and  had  rather  an  air  of  morosenesa  and 
importance  about  him.  It  was  also  observable,  that, 
from  his  habits  of  cwnniand  and  subordination,  he  ex- 
pected submission  from  those  whom  he  reckoned  hie 
inferiors.  When  we  waited  upon  him,  he  hardly  roer 
from  his  chair,  and  in  return  to  our  bows  only  nodded 
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his  head.  Then  he  took  the  paper  from  the  mtierly, 
and  as  aoon  as  he  read  in  it,  that  Muloveeden  was  & 
retired  lieatenant,  and  I  a  minor  of  a  noble  fomilj-,  he 
rose  a  seconrl  time,  made  a  respectful  how,  although 
very  drily,  and,  as  it  is  called,  from  on  high ;  then 
he  sat  down,  and  pointing  to  a  row  of  cliairs  beside 
ihe  oppwute  wall,  said  with  a  drawling;  voice  ;  "  Wo 
beg  you  will  please  to  be  seated."  In  the  meantime 
bis  clerk  appeared,  who,  stretching  himself  tike  a 
fiddle-string,  and  with  his  arm  bent  like  a  tulor,  waited 
the  word  of  command.  "  Gentlemen,"  said  Shtweekoff^  s 
"  there  have  been  cases  of  Rnssian  vagrants,  and  ey&a,  1 
criminals  concealing  themselves  in  the  Kiigheezian.  '• 
gleppet,  retnming  from  thence  under  other  names,  and 
even  calling  themselves  people  of  rank.  To  put  b 
stop  to  this  mischief,  the  orders  at  present  are,  not  to 
give  passports  to  Russian  travellers  till  we  have  proofo 
of  their  statements  being  correct.  And  so  you  must 
exCDse  me  if  I  detain  you  in  our  town 
come  from  Moscow,  and  the  government-town,  t 
papers,  which  I  shall  send  off  by  this  post.  I  know  that  ^ 
if  I  shoold  wait  till  I  received  a  decision  ironi  a  court  4 
of  law,  before  I  gave  you  your  passports,  your  bair» 
would  grow  grey  with  grief  and  old  age  ;  but  I  per- 
mit myself  some  liberties  for  the  common  good.  I 
have  written  to  the  govenior  direct  with  my  own  liand, 
and  to  Moscow  to  a  friend  of  mine.  If  1 
ed  of  the  veracity  of  your  statements,  I  will  stoi 
forms.  I  now  beg  one  of  you  will  retire  to  the 
room,  till  we  tske  the  other's  verbal  statement."  An 
attendant  conducted  me  intu  another  room  through  the 
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passage,  and  from  ennui  1  employed  myself  in  e%- 
aminiiig  the  pictures  which  hung  on  the  walla  in 
woodeD  fmnips,  stained  with  black  oil  paint.  Abovp 
all,  ray  attention  was  attracted  to  an  inscription  nnder 
B  glnss,  written  on  parchment  in  letters,  composed  of 
Inunan  Sgares  in  various  positionH,  heels  npperuKwt, 
on  their  knees,  crawling,  &c.  The  inscription  was 
to  this  effect ;  "  Such  is  the  world  now-a-days !" 
Farther  on  hung  some  c(ippprplal«B  painted  with  the 
finger,  and  engrared  with  a  nail  ;  the  four  seasima  of 
Steyear;  the  fmr  quarters  of  the  ghhe ;  the  adrm- 
tvres  of  Genevieve  of  Srahant :  and  in  the  most  bo- 
nonrable  place,  above  a  lai^e  elbow-chair,  the  portisit 
of  Peter  the  Great.  In  a  small  cupboard  witJi  a  glass 
door,  there  stood  some  •iaxe.w,  of  hooks,  amongst 
*rfiich  I  obserred.  The  Bible  and  New  TeatameiUj 
the  Ball  of  Rusnan  ffintoTy,  by  Kheefkoff';  Tatit- 
tcheff'a  Russian  History  ;  the  Lmo  MemorandvM 
Book)  the  Works  of  LomoRosiiff :  and  the  Addresf 
calendar.  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  I  was  called  into 
the  Eeqiravnik'a  sitting  room,  and  had  to  give  answeis 
to  the  questions  put.  I  merely  mentioned  that  I  hail 
quitted  my  aunt  in  Moscow  in  company  with  Vorovaa- 
teen  for  Oretibur^ ;  that  I  was  taken  ill  in  that  town, 
and  on  coming  to  my  senses,  found  myself  a  prisoner 
among  the  Kirgheez,  not  knowin";  how.  I  did  not 
wish  to  state  my  conjectures  concernitrg  Vorovaatecm 
and  Nojoff,  and  that  Analan  Sultan  liad  saved  me  from 
the  hatids  of  monsters  who  wished  to  take  away  myUf& 
Tliat  would  have  carried  me  too  far,  and  might  have 
involved  me  in  a  criminal  suit.     Meloveedeo  advised 
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'■^ie  to  keep  silent  about  it,  till  we  should  make  some 
further  tliscovBriea,  or  should  meet  with  Voravaateen. 
When  llie  examination  was  finished,  the  sheriff  required 
me  to  give  up  into  his  custody  all  my  money,  and  sig- 
nified that  he  would  seek  out  for  us  reasonable  and 
comfortable  lodgings,  where  they  would  give  us  credit. 
"  Your  money  I  shall  return  you,"  added  he,  "  when- 
ever I  get  answers  from  Moscow  and  the  Governor  I" 
At  these  words  Meloveeden  could  not  coDtain  his  in- 
dignation, but  exclaimed  :  "  How  do  you  dare  to  plun- 
der UB  ?"  "  To  plunder,"  repeated  the  Eespravnik, 
growing  red  with  cliagrin.  "  Sir,  I  httve  t»ken  a  town 
by  Btorm,  I  have  nileil  provinces,  but  never  plundered. 
You  may  thank  your  stars  that  your  situatiun  and  my 
office  do  not  allow  us  to  settle  the  ailuir  in  another 
way.  I  act  according  to  law :  do  you  understand  me, 
aeeording  to  law/  you  are  passportless  individuals.  I 
do  not  know  who  you  are,  and  my  reason  for  not  leav- 
ing money  in  your  hands  is,  to  prevent  you  from  over- 
leaping all  the  precautious  which  I  have  taken  on  yonr 
account.  If  I  left  it  vrith  you,  it  would  be  all  the 
same  as  if  I  left  with  Tnrkiali  prisoaers  the  keys  of  my 
powder-magazine.  Please  to  depart  to  your  lodgings  I" 
Recollecting  Sava  Saveetch,  and  thinking  all  Eeaprav- 
niks  were  birds  of  a  feather,  I  said  to  him  :  "  I  say 
Mr.  Major,  let  us  settle  the  business  amicably  ;  take 
for  yourself  a  couple  of  hundred  ducats,  and  let  us  off 
to  day  forMoscow  without  further  trouble."  The  Ses- 
prnniik's  face  again  glowed  like  a  coal ;  he  darted  his 
large  eyes  in  my  face  and  held  his  peace.  "  If  that  is 
too  little,"  added  I,  "  take  another  hundred,  and  free 
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us  from  fartlier  claims."  At  this  tlie  Eespravnik 
heaved  a  groan,  blustererl  forth  two  or  three  dozen 
abusive  exjiressions,  which,  however,  had  no  direct 
reference  to  any  one,  and  whicli  were  repeated  by  ns 
unconBcionsly  in  a  sort  of  whisper,  and  exclaimed  in  a 
fnry;  "Young  man  1  hold  your  tongue,  or  I  ehall 
itot  be  alile  to  contain  myself  I  How  do  yon  dare  to 
offer  me    money  ?     You  have  certainly  npent  your 

youth  among  rt^es  or" He  could  not 

fiuiah  his  speech  for  passion.  I  answered  cooly ;  "  Ex- 
ruse  me,  I  have  known  sheriffs,  judgeR,  and  even 
procureuTB."  "  Devil  take  them  and  you,"  exclaimed 
the  Eespravnik  ;  "  deliver  up  your  money,  and  be  off 
with  you."  Here  was  no  alternative,  and  I  gave  up 
my  bagful  of  ducats.  The  fos^apiii^  counted  over  the 
money  in  silence,  gave  me  an  acknowledgment  that 
he  had  received  it  into  his  custody,  and  ordered  an  in- 
valid to  conduct  us  to  our  lodgings,  saying  that  that 
attendant  would  remain  with  us  for  a  guard  of  honour. 
When  we  got  into  the  street,  Meloveeden  said,  "  What 
do  you  think  now,  brother ;  we  have  fallen  out  of  the 
fryingpan  into  the  fire  !  This  Eespravnik  has  no  more 
ceremony  about  him  than  the  Kirgheezian  troopGrs. 
We  shall  see  our  ducats  as  soon  as  we  see  our  ears,  I 
am  afraid  !  Gold  melts  like  butter  when  it  pasees 
through  tlie  hands  of  these  law-mongers.  What  a 
cursed  Capilan  Eexpravnik  9"  "  Do  not  get  into  a 
passion,  my  dear  friend,  and  do  not  judge  too  hastily, 
replied  I  ;  "  it  is  true  that  this  Capilan  Eespraenik 
is  as  rough  as  a  wild  horse ;  but  you  perceived  what  a 
pAsaion  he  got  into  when  we  suspected  him  of  bril)ery." 
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"  That  is  eJI  a  fetch,"  returned  Meloveeden;  "it  islonft 
nince  I  gave  up  tnutiiig  in  the  integrity  of  people  in 
«ffice,  and  I  am  ready  to  pledge  you  any  thing  that 
we  sliall  never  see  more  of  our  ducata.  You  will  not 
knock  money  out  of  that  fellow's  pocket  with  a  cannon 
shot :  why  ehouM  he  have  been  content  with  a  part, 
when  he  had  the  whole  in  his  power  ?  You  Earety  know 
the  mathematical  axiom  that  a  part  cannot  be  equal  to 
the  whole."  "But  the  receipt?"  "What  is  that 
-icrap  of  paper  worth,  when  even  a  refpilar  stamp  in 
the  hands  of  a  lawyer  turns  into  tinder  as  if  it  were  on 
the  coals.  Tlicy  will  pluck  yon  so,  that  you  will  be 
plad  to  leave  tliem  all  your  property  in  their  hands  for 
tlifl  sake  of  preserving  your  body  and  soul."  "  We 
shall  see  !"     "  We  shall  see  !" 

There  were  two  clean  rooms  liired  for  us  in  the 
house  of  a  merchant  who  traded  in  wine,  sugar,  tea, 
and  groceries.  We  found  wmting  us  the  gentlemen  of 
thecnstom-house,who  were  circumambulating  our  hales 
of  goods  as  a  fox  does  a  hen-house  ;  but  our  old  soldier, 
like  a  real  mastiff,  wm  guarding-  our  property,  seated  on 
a  bale,  and  squinting  about  on  every  Hide.  We  had 
Iiardly  entered  the  room,  when  the  cuatom-houae  offi- 
cers came  up  to  us,  one  of  thpm  with  leaden  atamps, 
H  hammer,  and  stringa,  another  with  writing  paper, 
and  a  third  with  a  lar^e  hook  under  his  arm.  "  Ex- 
rose  us,  gentlemen,  for  diaturbing  yon,"  aaicl  one  of 
them,  with  a  gentleman-like  air ;  "  But  we  Ehall  aoon 
tinisb  the  business,"  returned  the  second.  "  And  we 
shall  arrange  it  as  is  most  agreeable  to  youraelves,  re- 
lying upon  your  word,"  added  the  third.     "  Our  duty 
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18  encumbered  with  many  unpleasantnesses,"  eaid  the 
firet;  "  but  between  lueD  of  honour  and  breeding,  there 
ore  ways  and  means  to  «of[en  and  Hhorten  the  tediotu 
and  disa^eeable  part  of  tlie  business  ;  particularly  in 
the  present  case,  we  must  be  indulgent  ;  yoa  are  not 
merchante,  and  do  not  know  that  you  must  give  a  de- 
claration, make  oat  a  list  of  the  merchandize,  put 
down  the  valne,  and  wrtt«  and  subscribe  a  great  wrietr 
of  different  papers  1"  "  I  will  take  all  that  upun  my- 
self," said  the  second,  rolling  up  the  paper  and  msldiig 
a  respectful  bow.  "  Tlien  the  stamping  and  valnatioD," 
added  the  first  :  "  That  is  my  affair,"  said  the  third, 
"  niflking  a  bow.  And,  lastly,  the  payment  of  the 
duties.  I  shall  take  upon  myself,"  said  the  first,  isising 
his  Toice  and  looking  knowingly  at  the  two  others. — 
"  Gentlemen,"  said  I,  "follow  the  proper  course.  We 
understand  nothing  of  this  business,  but  seeing  yotir 
civility,  hope  that  yon  will  not  injure  ua."  "  lojon 
you  I  God  forbid  1"  exclaimed  all  the  three  together; 
■'  Allow  UB  now  to  proceed  with  the  business,"  aud  tlu 
first,  "  and  I  be^  you  to  be  present,  seeing  that  m 
have  no  underhand  work,  and  do  uot  wish  to  ihm 
suspicions  on  honouraible  people." 

We  went  all  together  into  the  court-yard  where  lie 
bales  were  lying  ;  some  of  their  attendants  fell  to  woik 
to  unpack  them,  and  I,  not  knowing  what  was  in  then, 
was  Tery  glad  when  I  saw  a  whole  heap  of  silk-etoffit, 
Bnkharian  shawls,  and  a  bale  of  Cashmere  shawls  of 
excellent  quality.  I  observed  that  the  colour  went  inw 
the  cheeks  of  the  custom-house  officers  at  the  sight  of 
these  goods.  The  first  of  them  took  me  and  Meloveeden 
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by  the  arm,  led  us  aside  andiiaid,  ''The  duties  on  these 
goods  will  be  very  bigh,  almost  tlie  half  of  the  whole 
value.  But  we  Rhall  aiTange  all  tlist  so  that  the  wolf 
may  be  filled  and  the  sheep  remain  entire.  However, 
to  fix  the  value,  allow  us  to  take  home  with  us  Home 
odd  pieces  of  all  these  goods ;  for  if  we  value  them  ia 
the  presence  of  others,  you  understand,  we  cannot  do 
any  thing  for  your  advant^e."  I  looked  at  Melovee- 
deu — he  smiled  and  shrugged  his  shoulders.  "  Do  what 
you  please,  only  Lave  ilone  with  it  as  soon  as  possible," 
naid  I.  The  officer  made  a  respectful  bow,  and  turn- 
ing to  the  bales,  whispered  a  few  words  to  his  com- 
panions, and  began  to  lay  some  of  the  goods  to  one 
side.  In  the  meantime,  the  other  wrote,  and  the  third 
aiKxed  the  stamps  :  the  affair  went  on  flamingly.  At 
last  the  light  began  to  leave  us,  and  the  gentlemen  of 
the  custom-house  went  away,  leaving  their  own  senti- 
nels beside  the  goods.  When  it  was  completely  dark,  ■ 
Bi  carter  came  in  at  the  back-gate,  put  into  bis  cart  the 
goods  that  had  been  laid  aside,  and  went  away  with 
ihem  for  valuation.  Next  day  by  dami,  one  of  the 
officers  made  his  appearance  witli  a  multitude  of  papers 
to  which  1  had  to  affix  my  name.  At  last  he  present* 
ed  the  valuation  of  the  goods  and  the  account  of  the 
duties  which  I  had  to  pay.  1  wrote  a  note  to  the 
Eexpravnik  beting  him  to  satisfy  the  custom-house  ; 
which  be  immediately  did,  locked  up  all  tite  goods  in 
&  warehouse  and  put  his  seal  to  it,  saying,  "  Your 
goods  are  snbject  to  the  same  lot  as  yonr  ducats 
Yon  will  have  a  right  to  dispose  of  them  as  soon  as  I 
receive  an  answer." 
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WTien  all  theae  operatioiiB  were  performed,  our 
landlord,  a  respectable  old  man  witli  a  white  beard, 
came  into  our  room  and  intimated  to  ns,  that  if  ve 
wanted  anything  we  should  apply  to  him.  I  be^ed 
liim  to  go  to  the  i^entlempii  of  the  cuatom-hoose,  and 
request  them  to  deliver  us  back  the  goods  which  they 
had  taken  home  to  value.  '  What  ralta  among  dung, 
yon  wiil  never  find  again  !'*  added  the  old  man  smil- 
ing.  "  Notwithstanding  all  that,  they  charged  you 
double  tie  regular  duty.  These  gentlemen  forgot 
neither  themselves  nor  the  exchequer."  "  That  may 
be  called  the  knowledge  how  to  unite  the  useful  with 
the  agreeable  !"  said  Meloveeden.  1  would  have  got 
into  a  passion  and  lodged  a  complaint  gainst  theui 
but  the  merchant  quieted  me  and  restrained  me  from 
ftny  such  attempts,  by  representing  that  it  would  be  lU 
to  no  purpose,  as  I  had  signed  the  quittances.  "  Vft 
must  submit  patiently  to  circnmstances  which  we  can- 
not avoid,  worthy  sirs  I"  said  the  merchant.  "  For  in- 
stance, if  the  doors  of  the  bouse  are  low,  oil  that  would 
enter,  must  stoop  to  avoid  knocking  their  heads.  If  one 
spar  on  a  bridge  is  higher  than  the  rest,  every  carri^ 
must  be  jolted  on  crossing  it  Exactly  so  in  some  if- 
fairs  of  common  life,  there  are  continual  abiHea  which 
arise  from  the  facility  of  committing  them :  oeiAtt 
time,  nor  laws,  nor  force,  can  alto^ther  eradicate 
them.  Even  in  the  days  of  the  apostles,  the  oceiqta- 
lion  of  revenue-officers  was  notorious  for  procuring 
them  riches  with  the  imprecations  of  the  n)idtitade< — 
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Up  io  this  tima  the  collators  of  tases  in  all  ( 
of  the  world  maintain  the  splendour  of  tlieir  aucieot 
mune,  and  like  worthy  deBcendants,  do  not  fall  be- 
Miid  the  fame  of  their  predecessors.  You  have  to  day, 
gentlemen,  had  ejperience  of  that  truth  yourselves ; 
bridle  I  experience  it  my  whole  life.  Besides,  gentle- 
Ben,  yon  should  not  judge  of  the  whole  by  a  part. 
Every  thing  has  its  right  side  and  its  wrong,  and 
imong  the  revenue  ofliL-ers  of  the  present  day,  you  will 
faiil  people  who  are  worthy  of  every  respect.  But 
mfortunately  such  is  the  way  of  the  world,  that  where- 
«v«r  there  are  most  opportunities  to  transgress,  there 
irill  be  most  trani^gression.  A  blacksmith  cannot 
raaily  avoid  burning  his  fingers,  nor  a  fisher  avoid 
wetting  himself.     You  understand  me,  gentlemen  1" 

Our  first  exertions  were  directed  to  dress  ourselres 
in  the  European  fashion  ;  for  we  had  no  other  ap- 
parel but  the  Kirgheezian.  Having  money,  I  wished 
to  get  a  suit  of  faaliionable  clothes.  Till  the  landlord 
procured  cloth  for  us,  we  spent  smne  days  within 
doors,  looking  out  Irom  the  windows  at  the  passers  by. 
The  house  was  in  a  square  where  tjiere  was  also  a  Ger- 
man tavern.  This  was  the  place  of  resort  for  the  magis- 
trates anil  gentry  who  were  in  town  upon  business  or 
idleness.  We  wislied  to  find  out  the  fashions,  but  we 
could  make  neither  head  nor  tail  of  them  :  in  a  district 
town,  '  every  man  to  hia  mind,'  in  the  full  sense  of  that 
proverb.  Young  people  wore  immense  whiskers  and 
muatachioH  bedizened  with  tobacco-smoke  and  Spa- 
nish brown.  The  bristly  head  was  covered  with  a 
chapeau  de  voyage,  or  foraging-ctq).     The  vetigerka. 
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that  is  to  say  surtont,  Rilomed  with  stringa  in  the  hna* 
aar  fashioD,  or  CosBBcktcLekmen,  long  velveteen  or 
neuikeen  trowscrs,  and  a  bJack  stock,  composed  the 
dreaa  of  the  dislricl-dandy.  Coats  were  reserved  for 
impoi'tant  occasions,  balls,  marriages,  and  formal  din- 
ner-parties. Every  country  gentleman  was  in  the  ha- 
bit of  providing  himself  with  a  suit  of  clothes  in  the 
capitali  when  he  happened  to  be  there  upon  any  bati- 
nesa,  such  as  borrowing  money  fi*om  the  Opekoonaicy 
Sovyel,"  or  of  ordering  clothes  through  his  friends  in 
the  govemment-t«wn.  Owing  to  this  there  was  no 
prevailing  fashion  in  this  diitrict-town,  and  it  ww  im- 
poBsible  to  team  which  of  the  old  fashions  was  the  lat- 
est. Besides  this,  fashionable  coata  mid  waistcoats 
were  very  frequently  transferred  from  band  to  hand  by 
way  of  barter,  by  the  help  of  fifty-two  painted  pieces  of 
pasteboard,  and  owing  to  that  a  man's  clothes  did  not 
always  fit  him.  In  a  word,  we  were  so  unfortunate  as 
not  to  be  able  in  the  course  of  six  days  to  see  one  man 
dressed  according  to  fashion ;  while  the  tliree  chief 
tailors  of  the  place,  whom  we  invited  to  take  a  part  m 
our  consultations,  differed  essentially  in  their  opinions. 
At  last  the  bailiff  of  a  grandee,  jast  arrived  from  Mos- 
cow, relieved  us  from  our  pei-pleiity.  We,  takii^ 
him  for  a  model,  got  our  clothes  made,  equipped  onr- 
selvea  as  it  might  happen,  and  began  to  salty  forth  oot 
of  the  house. 

The  principal   personages  in  the  town   were  the 
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Mayor,  (Gorodneetcliy)  the  lawyer  of  the  (iistrict,  & 
the  treasurer  and  members  of  the  district-court :  t 
last  mentioned  persons,  however,  had  no  strong  ties 
the  community,  aa  they  lived  on  then"  e-itates,  and 
came  to  town  only  dnring  the  terms  of  the  court's  sit«  ' 
ting-.  Their  representative  was  the  secretary,  whO) 
in  hia  own  person,  nnited  all  the  importance  of  a  court 
of  law  in  its  juridical  and  political  capacity.  The 
Capitan  Ee^pramiik,  altliongh  he  enjoyed  great  con- 
sideration through  the  district,  had  not  ao  much  power 
in  the  city  as  the  mayor,  and  was  therefore  neither  the 
fintt  nor  the  sectmd  ppison  there,  but  equal  with  the 
Gorodneetchi/ — consequently  Lis  actual  rival.  In  this 
«mall  circle,  the  great  world,  ^with  all  its  intrignefl, 
caprices,  and  singularities,)  was  reflected,  "  like  At 
sun  in  a  little  drop  'jf  water  .'" 

At  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  the  Capilan  Se^prmmi/t 
being  satisfied  with  our  modest  demeanour,  quenched 
his  wrath,  and  moved  his  sister,  the  lawyer's  wife,  M    , 
invite  us  to  her  name's-day  feast.     We  went  to  din-  . 
ner,  and  found  already  assembled  a  numerous  society.  ' 
The  marrieil  ladies  arrayed  in  blond  caps,  rich  dresses 
cashmere  shawls,  adorned  with  pearls  and  brilliants,  sat    ! 
by  th«M8elves,  talking  loudly  all  the  time.    The  young 
tatUes  formed  a  separate  knot,  and  whispered  to  each 
other,  with  downcast  eyes.      The  lady  of  the  house 
not  remain  among  her  gueata,  bnt  ran  about  the  rooms 
sweating  and  bustling.     Her  blond  cap  was  blackened 
a  little  with  the  kitchen  smoke,  and  her  curls  wereloos- 
ened  by  the  heat.  As  soon  as  any  fresh  guest  came  into 
the  room,  the  landlady's  little  daughter  immediately  rat 
I.-2 
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to  tell  her,  and  she  flew  into  tlie  room  in  a  flurry,  with 
her  face  as  red  ea  a  coal ;  then,  after  paying  her  compU- 
inents  to  lier  guest  and  shewing  him  a  eeat,  ehe  again 
heatened  t^thecareHofherbouseliold.  The  other  guesU 
exeunined  with  an  eager  gaze  every  new-comer  fnun 
top  to  toe,  and  appeared  to  dissect  the  stranger's  drew 
with  their  eyes.  The  gentlemen,  who  were  mostly 
people  in  official  situations,  were  all  in  uniform  :  they 
strutted  up  and  down  the  rooms,  and  stopped  fre- 
ifuently  at  a  little  table,  on  which  stood  spirits  and 
whets.  All  knew  our  adventures,  and  as  I  had  money 
and  merchandize,  they  all  behaved  civilly  to  ua,  only 
with  a  patronising  air  ;  for  they  did  not  know  ye( 
whether  I  might  not  be  in  court  as  a  petitioner,  oi 
whether  I  was  free  from  any  legal  proceedings. 

I  wished  to  hear  something  of  the  conversation  wbidi 
passed  among  the  ladies  of  these  provincial  potentates, 
and  standing  at  the  door  of  a  small  drawing-room , 
overheard  what  follows  : — "  Ah,  mother,  *  what  » 
superb  cap  you  have  got  !  Have  you  really  hronghl 
it  from  the  fair  ?"  "  No,  mother ;  direct  from  Mos- 
cow from  the  Kooanetxky  mQ»t,\  from  a  French  ma- 
dame."  "  But  your  dress,  ma'am,  is  it  sewed  here?" 
"  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us  I  I  have  already  got  those 
home-bred  sempstresses  of  the  lady  of  the  Dvormak^ 
Prcdvodeetl.'X   They  can  shape  and  sew;  but)  mother, 

"  IHolhet  \i  used  among  aci|UBiiiUincca  and  among  the  JowH 
oidetB  in  place  of  •■  madam,'  In  rnnvcisaiion. 

-f-  Literally  '  Ihe  bladtsmiih'B  bridge,'  a  fashionable  tCKet;  io 
B  word,  (he  Bond  Sueei  of  Moscow. 

X  Itlaislial  of  Ibe  noblesse,  the  same  office  as  that  of  con. 
veaeioftlie  county  in  Scodand. 
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a  cannot  take  the  fasMon  from  the  fesliionalile  en- 
gravings." "  You  really  have  the  Journals  written 
in  French  I"  "  Where  is  the  harm  ;  there  is  Matrena 
Iranuvua  does  nothing  but  sits  reading  French  bookii 
from  morning  to  night.  If  she  had  but  the  rumgumption 
to  give  directions  to  her  sempstresses."  -  -  -  "  You 
are  right ;  there  are  tailors  who  write  for  the  use  of 
Bempstresses,  but  every  one  cannot  understand  what 
an  artizBii  writes  in  his  own  language."  "  That  is 
true  ;  there  is  Andrew  KooBmeetch's  son  read  me  not 
long  ago  a.  description  of  a  fashionable  dress,  but  the 
deuce  take  it  if  I  eould  understand  a  word  of  it."  "  It 
is  no  wonder ;  they  are  a  cunning  people  those  French, 
who  have  words  for  expressing  every  stitch,  every 
hook  and  every  hem  !"  "  But  you,  my  dew,  you 
have  not  yet  shown  off  your  new  shawl;  magnificent  I" 
"  And  wheJe  did  you  buy  it  ?"  "  My  Seedor  Yer- 
molayeveetch  brought  it  with  him  from  his  out-post." 
"  God  save  him  !"  "  But  your  Jermoir,  where  was 
it  bought,  my  dear  gossip  ?"  "  In  Peterabui^h." — 
"  Yes,  I  saw  it  on  the  contractor's  wife."  "  My 
Karp  Karpeetch  got  it  from  him  in  payment  of  a  debt, 
and  at  a  dear  price,  mother."  "  How  can  a  contrac- 
tor be  in  debt  ?"  "  You  would  not  have  an  advocate  to 
be  indeltted  to  a  contractor,"  "  That  ia  true,  mother.'' 
"  By  the  bye,  has  Aquilina  Semenovna  Padtchereet- 
zen  been  with  you  ?  From  her  husband's  affairs 
there  hangs  a  tale."  "  She  has  been."  "  And  she  was 
wiih  me :"  "  And  with  me."  "  Ah,  mother,  what 
a  woman  I  She  seems  to  be  bom  for  the  law  ;  for  she 
scatters  Ukazes  about  at  no  allowance  I  always  sigh- 
n3 
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iag  and  eomplainiiig  of  porerty  uid  t^trailened  circum- 
itanceB ;  but  wliat  shawla,  what  pearls  !"  "  It  is  «uil 
that  she  did  not  forget  heraeir  when  her  hasband  was 
in  plac«."  "  Why  ehonld  she,  she  was  anrely  no 
fool  I"  "  Both  heart  and  liead  were  engaged  in  the 
CAuse  ?"  "  Did  you  bear  the  anecdote  of  the  big 
pearls  which  hang  on  her  neck  like  a  pad ;  God  forgive 
me  I"  "  No  I"  "  Ah,  tell  ns,  tell  iis  I"  «  When 
her  hofiband  was  in  power,  the  secretary  durst  not  en- 
grOHS  a  decision  withoat  asking  Aquilina  Semenontt, 
and  the  petitioners  were  obliged  to  address  theniaelree 
to  her  before  they  af^ared  in  court  with  their  peti- 
tions. One  day  there  came  to  her  an  old  woman  with 
a  handkerchief  about  her  head  and  a  strange  looking; 
shooh,  *  to  petition  in  favour  of  her  grandson  whom 
the  community  bad  marked  out  for  a  recruit.  After 
foiling  down  at  her  feet,  the  old  woman  gave  Aquiliiw 
Semenovna  a  little  boi,  adding,  "  Take  this,  ma'am  ; 
if  it  does  not  suit  you,  it  will  do  for  your  daughter." 
Aquilina  Semenovna  thinking  that  the  old  woman  was 
giving  her  a  snuff-boit,  fell  into  a  passion,  screamed 
uut  with  all  her  might  in  order  that  the  country  gentle- 
men who  were  in  the  adjoining  room  might  hear  of  her 
disinterestfidnesH,  and  gave  the  old  wom^  a  box  of 
another  sort  in  return.  The  box  fell  on  the  ground, 
and  the  pearls  were  scattered  on  the  floor.  What  a 
pucker  she  was  in  !  There  was  Aqulina  Semenornn 
Rjirawling  on  the  floor,  gathering  up  the  pearls,  and 
Ijawling  out  to  her  daughter  Ashenka  to  come  to  her 
assistance.    Ashenka  flew  to  her  from  the  other  room, 
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fait  forgot  to  shut  the  door,  so  that  the  gentlemen  saw 
the  whole  feroe.  One  of  them  qnestioned  the  old  wo- 
man on  the  street,  and  Bprend  the  news  through  all  the 
government."  "  Hb,  ha,  ha  I"  "  That  was  a  lesson 
not  to  despise  triSes.  1 1  is  not  for  nought  that  Seedor 
Kerpeetch  always  repeats  : — '  What  is  good  to  give  is 
good  to  keep,  and  every  gift  is  complete.' " 

At  this  moment,  we  were  called  to  dinner.  The 
ladies  were  eeated  on  one  side  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
table  and  the  gentlemen  apart.  I  occupied  a  seat  he- 
side  the  sheriff.  The  dinner  began  with  an  immense 
Gah-pye,  which  would  have  been  Ibi^  enongh  to  hold 
onr  worthy  hoBtesH  herself  at  fnll  length.  Cordials  of  all 
colours  and  denomiimtioiis  were  summoned  to  assist  the 
digeation  of  the  pye,  and  were  gulped  down  the  tliroat^ 
of  the  guests  in  large  draughts,  to  prevent  any  preju- 
didal  effects  fivm  the  unbaked  cruat  and  half-raw  fish, 
A  cold  course  followed  the  pye,  consisting  of  pig  with 
horse  radish,  calf's-foot  jelly,  ham,  &c.  The  cold 
portion  behoved  to  be  warmed,  and  the  cordials  were 
again  called  in,  along  with  Madeira,  which  sparkled 
beautifully  in  beer-glasses.  Highly  seasoned  RnssJan 
sklchee  *  had  also  to  be  dissolved  in  the  xtomach  with 
Madeira;  and  thus  by  the  time  that  wo  arrived  at  the 
Grst  dish  after  the  uhlchee,  there  was  already  a  fine 
colour  on  the  foreheads  of  onr  worthy  company,  and 
their  noses  blushed  like  cj'an-berries.  It  was  here  that 
I  first  understood  the  real  meaning  of  the  Russian  pro- 
TBib  : — '  The  first  glass  like  a  stick,  the  second  like  a 
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Lawk.'  The  only  difference  with  ua  consiafetl  in  tlieir 
swallowing  like  hawks  not  glaaBfula  but  tumblerfals 
and  bottlefuls.  By  the  time  that  some  dishes  with 
sauces  went  round,  before  the  appearance  of  the  roast, 
all  the  guests,  (except  the  Capitan  Eexpravnik,  my- 
self, and  Meloveeden),  were  in  a  dispoeition  of  mind 
fit  for  climbing  a  battery.  Wine  soaked  the  henl 
hearts  of  law,  and  openness  arose  with  its  fiuues  and 
settled  upon  their  tongues.  "  Marteetieetch,"  bawled 
the  secretary  of  the  Zemsky  Dood,*  eo  loudly  thai 
the  windows  shook ;  "  Marteeneetcb  !  -  -  -  you 
deceived  me,  you  wretch,  and  let  the  bear  out  of  my 
toils.  I  would  not  forgive  you  for  an  age,  if  your  wife 
were  not  my  goaaip."  "  Don't  get  into  a  passion ;  you 
have  given  ua  quite  enough  of  that  ;  if  you  had  had 
the  skinning  of  the  bear,  you  would  not  have  left  us  b 
lock  of  the  fleece.  You  cannot  deny  tliat  you  are  a  first- 
rate  liBud  at  gutting  petitioners,  Karp  Kaq>eetch;  al 
the  same  time  you  must  not  forget  that  I  have  also  » 
wife  and  children  to  provide  for."  All  the  company 
laughed  ;  "  Nobody  can  deny  Karp  Karpeetch'a  skill 
in  gntting,"  was  echoed  from  all  cornere.  The  Secre- 
tary proudly  turned  aJiout  in  his  chair,  stroked  his 
head  and  pauncli,  and  aaid,  with  an  air  of  impor- 
tance, "  Why  should  an  experienced  tradesman  flinch 
from  his  buaineaa." — "  Respectable  gentlemen  1"  cried 
out  from  the  t-nd  of  the  table  a  thin  bald-headed  sallow- 
complexioned  lawyer  with  a  weak  shrill  voice,  "  The 
sum  total  of  human  wisdom  ia  inacrihed  on  a  Dutch 
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ducat.     All  Uie  Latin  which  I  learned  at  school  is  Dot  1 

worth  that  single  iiiiM^ription  :     '  Concordia  res  parviB  1 

crescunt,'  that  is  to  say,  '  Property  is  kept  together  byt  I 

good   agreement.'     It   follows  from  tliat,   that  if  the  I 

gentlemen  of  the  bench   wish  lo  have  ducats,  they  j 

mast  live  in  peace  an<l  concord,  be  of  one  mind  in  th^  J 

decbions,  and  listen   to  their  secretary.     It  may  also  1 
be  affirmed,  that  the  knight  whose  figore  is  upon  tli« 
ducat,  is  no  other  than  a  Secretary,  and  the  bundle  of 

aiTOwa  in  his  hand,  denotes  that  he  ought  to  hold  all  i 

the  businesB  of  all  the  judges  in  his  hands  1"     "  Bravo^  ' 
Cleemeetch,  bravo  I"  exclaimed  the  lawyers  in  extacy. 

"  Hold  in  his  hands"  added  the  Secretary  ;  '*  yes,  if  be  ■ 

In  the  meantime,  a  hamper  of  Champaigne  waa  1 
brought  into  the  room,  and  toaste  were  circulated!  I 
After  driidting  the  health  of  the  lady  of  the  housef  J 
her  husband,  and  at  last  of  every  gnest  and  his  wife  j 
separately,  his  children,  his  man-servants  and  maid-  i 
servants,  they  fell  a  drinking  in  good  earnest,  for  thn  J 
purpose  of  discussing  the  contents  of  the  hottlea>  j 
When  they  had  finished  the  hamper,  they  then  rOH0  1 
from  the  table,  and  made  a  shift  to  get  into  the  draw-*  1 
Lng-room. 

I  have  made  no  mention  hitlierto  of  my  neighv. 
hour  the  Capitan  Eespraenik.  He  took  no  part  eilheD 
in  the  drinking  or  the  conversation  of  the  honourabls  I 
company,  and  kept  silence  till  dinner  was  over.  ThA  \ 
guests  also  did  not  address  themselves  to  bim ;  for, 
knowing  his  ways,  they  were  afraid  lest  he  should  tell 
them  to  their  face  any  hlunt  truth  usually  styled  rude- 
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QMS.  After  dinner  the  Capitan  Eenpramik  inviwd 
me  Mi'I  Meloveeden  into  tbe  garden  which  lay  oppo- 
site the  dining-room,  where,  among  fmit-treei)  planted 
without  any  regnlarity,  there  were  growing,  8ua-flowenii 
poppiea,  and  pffionias.  We  sat  down  on  a  tnrf-seat, 
and  tbe  Capitan  Eeitpraiinik  said  : — "  It  is  with  plea- 
sure I  observe,  that  you  have  no  propenHity  to  empty 
glaases  after  the  example  of  my  worthy  coUeagnes, 
You  may  easily  judge  of  my  melancholy  condition," 
added  he,  tnming  to  Meloveeden,  "  on  seeing^  with 
what  people  an  old  officer  has  to  spend  his  life.  Bnl 
necessity  wears  a  stone.  These  leeches  of  law  woulil 
have  long  since  stepped  my  breath,  if  1  had  not  fof' 
Innately  or  unfortunately  been  connected  by  my  tan- 
ter's  marri^e  witli  one  of  their  chosen  vessels,  uid 
had  not  heen  in  favour  with  the  Governor,  my  former 
General.  It  in  difficult  to  swim  a^nst  tite  current; 
and  it  \»  the  utmoHt  that  I  can  do  to  fence  off  my  part 
of  the  government  trom  their  inroads.  The  noblease 
elected  me,  and  allowed  me  as  a  maintenance  hardly  i 
snfficiency  to  live  upon.  If  yon  remain  longer  here,  yoa 
will  hear  more  of  ShtweekofF,  and  I  beg  yon  will  not 
form  au  opinion  of  the  whole  district  from  what  yon 
have  hitherto  seen  and  heard.  There  are  here  ho- 
nourable and  noble  people  among  tbe  landholders  and 
oflicers  chosen  by  them  ;  but  ae  our  gentry  nnfortu- 
nately  do  not  study  the  practice  of  Russian  law,  and 
few  of  them  are  accustomed  to  pat  their  thougbta  on 
paper,  those  who  have  been  brought  up  in  the  dvil 
service  decline  being  elected,  as  they  prefer  to  lire 
at  ease  on  tbeir  estates  :  hence  it  follows  as  a  mattei' 
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of  courBe,  that  the  lawyers  hare  the  ball  at  their  foot. 
This  is  a,  particular  breed  in  old  Knssia,  which  lireH, 
like  the  moth,  on  the  dual  of  Ukazes.  1  adrlBe  yoii 
to  go  home,  if  yon  do  not  wish  to  have  your  feelings 
still  more  shocked.  Perhaps  it  may  come  to  pass  that 
the  guardians  of  jastice  will  pnll  one  another  by  the 
hair  when  they  bring  matters  to  a  further  explanation." 
The  JSegpramik  rose,  and  we  followed  his  advice.  In 
the  meantime  several  of  the  guests  entered  the  gar- 
den, ann-in-ann,  and  singing  songs.  On  returning  to 
the  house  in  onler  to  find  our  caps,  we  observed  that 
several  of  them  were  seated  at  a  card-table,  playing 
at  faro,  and  at  another  table,  at  gorka,  and  pocket- 
fuls  of  bank-notes  began  to  pass  from  hand  to  hand. 
On  arriving  at  home,  we  called   for  the   landlord 


some  things  which  were 
Explain  to  os,  we  beseech 
of  a  lusKs  nature  that 


that  he  might  erplain  I 
to  us  incomprehensible, 
yoti,"  said  I,  "  what 
Eesprav^iik  of  yours  is  ?" 

"  He  goes  under  the  name  of  Tchudak*  among  as," 
replied  iJie  landlord.  "  In  reality,  Michael  Ivanoveetch 
Shtweekoff  is  not  in  the  least  like  his  comrades, 
and,  owing  to  that,  appears  singular  to  all.  He  springs 
from  the  small  gentry  of  this  district.  He  entered  the 
military  service  when  he  was  quite  young,  and  at  bis 
parents'  death,  gave  his  share  of  tlie  iuberitauce  to 
the  orphan  daughters  of  his  deceased  sister  who  liad 
married  an  honest  but  poor  civilian.  His  other  sister 
yoti  know.    On  his  obtaining  a  roajoiity  ami  retiring 
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from  tike  service  on  account  of  hie  woimds,  he  lived 
liere  in  my  houae  upon  his  Rinall  pension,  till  tlie  free- 
Iiuldera  ofl'ered  htm  the  aituation  of  SheriiF.  Michael 
Ivsnoveetch  declared  reaolutsly  that  he  could  nott«ke 
a  bribe,  and  would  not  learn  tu  do  so,  and  therefore 
did  not  wish  to  accept  a  situation  whiuh  was  attend- 
ed with  additional  espeniiea.  The  freeholders  at  last 
prevdled  on  him  to  accept  of  it,  and  assigned  him  i 
certain  sum  of  money  for  his  chancery  and  travelling 
expencea,  with  the  knowledge  of  goreniment.  He 
has  been  already  ten  yearH  JEesprtwnik,  and  all  the 
honest  people  bless  him.  All  the  assesamenta,  the 
repairs  of  roads,  carriage  of  stores  and  billets,  are 
levied  among  us  with  the  greatest  exactness,  by  rota- 
tion, and  according  to  the  number  of  souls. 

"  The  collection  of  taxes  and  arrears  is  managed 
without  any  remission,  but  with  the  greatest  condes- 
cension to  the  poor.  Deserters  and  vagabonds  dare 
not  sliew  their  faces  in  our  district :  the  country  peoplsi 
knowing  that  their  apprehension  is  agreeable  to  the 
wishes  of  their  worthy  Eenpravnik,  whom  they  call 
their  father,  have  entirely  given  up  harbouring  them, 
and  immediately  bring  them  to  justice.  Judicial  iu- 
vestigationa  are  carried  on  without  threatening  w 
flogging,  but  with  rigid  justice.  At  the  fairs,  Michael 
Ivanoveetch  does  not  take  money  trora  the  merchants 
for  permission  to  sell  smuggled  goods,  or  to  deceive 
the  unwary  by  bad  articles,  but  looks  after  order,  and 
the  weights,  measures,  and  qualities  of  the  merchan- 
ilize.  At  the  levies  of  recruits,  the  storosts  and  de- 
legates of  the  crown-villEtges  do  not  dare  to  go  out  of 
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the  regular  order,  and  deprive  of  their  last  support 
unpi-otectetl  parents.  The  tmilifis  of  private  estates, 
the  proprietors  of  which  live  iii  the  capitals,  cannot 
uppreHH  the  peasatitH  anil  deceive  their  masters.  Even 
the  vicious  and  wicked  masters,  who,  thank  God,  are 
very  rare,  cannot  use  their  own  serfs  in  aa  illegal 
manner.  In  a  word,  Michael  Ivanoveetch,  day  and 
night,  labours  to  eradicate  miseliief,  to  increase  truth, 
and  fulfil  the  law?.  It  is  true  that  he  is  rough  in  his 
demeanour,  does'not  like  to  waste  words  to  no  pur- 
pose, does  not  know  how  to  soften  down  a  bitter 
tmth  with  fine  speeches,  and  fuliil  his  duty  with  com- 
pliments. He  is  strict  with  culprits,  implacable  to- 
wards the  wicked,  and  condescending  merely  to  weak- 
ness, in  deed,  thougli  not  in  words.  He  would  have 
long  since  fallen  a  prey  to  the  artifices  of  the  lawyers 
and  llie  devices  of  the  abusers  of  power,  if  he  had 
not  been  supported  by  our  Governor,  who  is  au  honest, 
well-meaning  man,  likewise  a  soldier,*  with  whom  he 
had  been  acquainted  in  the  array. 

"  AU  honest  men  love  and  respect  Michael  Ivano- 
veetch :  wicked  men  hate  him,  and  fear  him  like  the 
pestilence.  In  other  respects,  he  does  not  meddle 
with  what  does  not  belong  to  him,  and  only  requires 
that  other  people  should  not  interfere  with  his  busi- 
ness. Such  a  man  is  our  Tchndak  I  He  has  treated 
yon  rather  strictly,  but  it  is  according  to  law,  and  al- 
though he  behaved  rudely,  however  he  did  not  insult 
w  help  liimself  to  any  of  your  property,  like  the 
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custom-house  gentry."  '^  I  am  quite  of  a  mind/'  added 
Meloveeden,  <^  that  sour  medicine  is  better  than  sweet 
poison/* 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


OuH  landlord  iovited  us  to  drink  tea  with  liira.  We 
found  with  him  the  parJBh  cliTgyman,  and  a  decently 
dresued  man  of  the  middin  ag-ii,  whose  behaviour  and 
address  shewed  that  he  had  been  accnstomed  to  live 
in  good  society.  Onr  landlord  introduced  his  gneat 
to  us,  calling;  him  Peter  Petrdrefitch  Veertootteii.  We 
seated  ourselves  around  on  oaken  table,  drank  tea,  and 
entered  into  a  discussion  concerning  subjects  which  ap- 
peared to  nie  extreniely  important,  as  this  was  the  first 
time  tliat  I  ever  heard  any  conversation  upon  public 
afiairs. 

"  Would  not  you  think  it  strange,  even  incompre- 
lienaible,  gentlemen  I"  Raid  the  merchant,  "  if  in  all 
tlie  ports  of  France  there  were  none  but  Dutth  and 
Germans,  or  in  the  ports  of  England  none  but  Spa- 
niards, and  Italians,  who  carried  on  the  foi-eign  trade, 
and  if  the  French  and  English  were  merely  occupied 
like  camels  in  carrying  merchandise  from  the  interior 
l«  the  sea-shore,  for  the  sole  purpose  that  foreigners 
might  reap  incredible  profits,  without  labour,  with- 
out trouble,  without  responsibility,  with  nothing  to 
begin  with,  but  the  braes-plate  engraved,  '  Kimlora,' 
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(connting-honse)  on  their  Joors  ?''  "  I  would  say 
deddedly,"  replied  Peter  Petr6veetcb,  that  if  the  na- 
tivea  of  the  country  work  like  oxeo,  allowing  foreip- 
ers  to  cut  beef-steakn  out  of  their  carcases,  th&t  is  to 
say,  if  the  natives  work  for  the  enrichment  of  par  ■ 
venut,  who  trade  upon  their  laboiu',  these  indigeTtti 
must  certainly  have  either  an  insufficiency  of  mother- 
wit,  or  money,  or  houesty,  to  be  themselrea  mer- 
chants." 

"  That  IB  too  harsh  a  judgment,"  replied  the  priest : 
"  I  would  say  that  probably  some  other  ruling  passion 
withdraws  the  natives  from  foreign  trade,  imd  puts  all 
its  advantages  into  the  hands  of  interlopers." 

"  Yon  would  both  have  groonds  for  these  opinioHB," 
said  the  merchant ;  "  but  fortunately  you  are  in  the 
right,  father.  I  shall  endeavour  to  expl^  the  matter. 
1  speak  of  our  dear  couutry.  Is  it  not  strange,  is  it 
not  humiliating  to  national  pride,  that  in  Russia  almott 
sU  the  foreign  trade  is  carried  on  by  aliens,  in  their 
counting-houses  and  factories,  which  are  established 
in  the  ports,  and  even  in  the  capitals,  as  if  Riusiii 
were  another  China  or  Japan  ?  Foreign  merchanti 
and  manufacturers  carry  on  their  business  entirely  with 
these  counting-houses  ;  and  we  Russians  must  lift  up 
our  eyes  to  these  counting-house  gentlemen,  to  be  al- 
lowed to  fiimish  them  witli  what  they  want  for  expor- 
tation, or  to  buy  from  them  foreign  produce  at  what- 
ever prices  they  please  to  fix  in  their  common  council. 
These  foreign  counting-house  gentry,  to  whom  we  give 
the  title  of  negociants,  pay  no  more  regard  to  the  Rus- 
sian merchants  than  they  do  to  their  own  warehouse- 
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porters,  as  if  it  were  a  charity  to  give  ub  the  hun- 
dredth part  of  their  profits.  Tell  me,  gentlemen,  do 
you  thiuk  this  course  of  events  will  continue  for  ever, 
and  that  we  sliall  always  remain  in  the  same  haekward 
state,  as  we  were  when  Richard  Chancellor  discovered 
Archaogel  in  the  reign  of  the  Tzar  Ivan  Vasilyeveetch  ? 
It  spears  to  me,  that  we  have  all  the  ineana  to  con- 
atttnte  a  respectable  commercial  class.  The  edacity, 
penetration,  and  prudence  of  our  people  gets  its  due 
from  foreigners  themselves.  Our  honesty  in  trade  is 
really  not  leiss  tlian  that  of  our  benefactors  the  foreign 
counling-honse  gentlemen  ;  and  as  to  capital,  we  will 
always  liave  the  superiority,  ae  we  hold  in  our  hands 
the  raw  produce  of  our  soil  and  native  manufactures. 
On  the  contrary,  the  counting-lioiwe  men  have  often 
nothing  to  begin  with,  as  I  smiI  before,  but  the  brasa- 
plate  with  the  inscription,  '  Koalora  upon  their  door, 
and  some  bankers'  letters  of  recommendation." 

"  Some  bankers'  letters  of  recommendation  !  There 
yoQ  have  it,"  eJicIaimed  Peter  Petr6veetch.  "  Tell 
me,  my  dear  Seedor  Yennolayeveetch,  whom  woult) 
you  trust  most ;  en  old  townsman  whose  good  cha- 
racter you  have  long  known,  or  a  strange  merchant  oE 
whom  yon  know  nothing  ?"  "  Of  course  I  would 
sooner  trust  my  townsman,"  replied  the  merchant. 
"  Bnt  with  your  leave,  Peter  Petnjveetch,  if  this  com- 
parison in  applicable  to  our  discussion,  I  think  that 
tho  Russian  merc'i-aits  should  with  more  reason  be 
compared  to  the  old  townsman." 

"  To  appearance  but  not  in  reality,"  returned  Petei 
Petroveetch.     "  You,  Seedor  Yermolayeyeetchj  hava 
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traded  for  fifty  years,  nnd  know  all  the  principal  mer- 
chauts  in  Moscow  and  Petrrsburgh.  Count  orcr 
to  me,  if  you  please,  Lalf  a  dozen  Kueaian  tamilirs 
which  have  been  known  in  trade  since  the  days  vi 
their  g;reat  grandfallieni  ?" 

*'  I  confesH  I  do  not  know  ono,"  replied  Seeding 
Yermolayereetch.  "  Among  ub,  as  soon  as  a  met* 
chant  grows  rich,  he  either  becomes  bankrupt  from 
ceaBiDg  to  live  like  Ills  bretliren,  throwing  up  his  bu- 
siness, aasumiug  the  style  of  a  nobleman,  and  marry- 
ing his  daughtei«  to  b^^arly  Princes  and  Counts,  or 
gets  dmnk  with  ot^tentation  and  joy,  and  leaves  his 
property  to  t>e  plnndered  by  rogues  of  clerks,  and 
spendthrifts  of  children,  who  are  ashamed  of  fol]an> 
ing  their  fother's  profession,  and  hwit  after  ranks ;  or 
lastly,  he  way  himself  attain  personal  nobility  by  dif- 
ferent by-ways,  nnder  the  mask  of  his  zeal  and  Ber- 
vices  to  the  stale.  It  is  trae  we  have  no  old  com- 
mercial hoDses,  and  there  is  hardly  one  distinguisheil 
Russian  firm  in  the  empire,  which  can  go  farther  hack 
than  the  reign  of  the  Emprese  Catherine  the  Second" 

"  Trade  is  euppoTt«({  by  credit,  and  credit  by  the 
renown  and  antiquity  of  a  family,"  said  Peter  Pe- 
troveetch.  "  In  England,  in  Frauce,  in  the  Gemun 
Haneeatic  towns,  in  Holland,  in  Sweden,  and  in  Deo- 
mark,  you  will  find  mercantile  houses  whose  firm 
has  been  known  for  the  course  of  centuries,  and  is 
more  to  be  depended  upon  than  the  escutcheons  of 
Princes.  But  amongst  us,  merchants  are  mere  birds 
of  passage  in  trade  [  One  of  onr  merchants  ^tpeaia 
on  the  stage,  grows  &t,  climbs  the  hill,  and  then  either 
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descends    or  takes  lib  pleasure,  powdensg  liimaelf 
with  the  duet  of  heraldry." 

"  It  u  true,  really  true  1"  added  the  merchant, 
Btnddag  his  beard.  "  I  Bhail  mention  another  ch' 
irumstance,"  said  Peter  Petroyeetcb.  "  Among  ua, 
there  are  few  merclianta  who  make  fortunes  in  the 
WAy  of  ordinary  trade  ;  but  it  is  mostly  in  government 
contracts  that  they  make  their  money.  The  contrac- 
tors and  farmers  of  the  revenue  cannot,  in  my  opi- 
nion, be  called  either  merchimts  or  negociontn.  For 
be  only  coufere  a  reiJ  benefit  on  the  trade  of  his  sa- 
tire country,  who  extends  it  beyond  its  frontiers,  and 
favonrs  the  conHuinpCion  of  our  produce  abroad."  It 
is  thus  tb&t  the  wealthy  foreign  houses  and  manufac- 
[arers  are  obliged  involuntarily  to  cany  on  their  bu- 
siness in  RuBHia  by  means  of  counting-houses,  tlie 
occupiers  of  which  are  recommended  to  them  by  old 
established  mercantile  families  of  respect^ility  with 
whom  the  persons  recommended  have  been  formerly 
clerks.  How  is  it  possible  to  have  extensive  trans- 
actions with  people  who  come,  God  knows  from 
wbence,  and  disappear,  God  knows  bow  and  whither, 
from  the  scene  of  action." 

"  That  is  true,"  said  the  clei^yman.  "  But  do  not 
attach  too  much  blame  to  the  mcrchania.  There  are 
very  many  circumstances  which  oblige  them  to  leave 
their  profession  at  the  first  favourable  opportunity. 
In  the  first  place." —  —  —  On  a  sudden  there  was 
a  noise  raised  in  the  passage.      The  landlord  was  on 
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his  way  thither;  but  he  had  scarcely  risen  from  bin 
chair,  when  the  door  opened  with  a  bounce,  and  !nU 
the  room  with  a  howl  nui  a  huge  mastiff-dog.  Then 
appeared  a  gentleman  in  a  travelling  dress,  with  a  pipe 
hetween  his  teetli,  and  hebind  him  a  footman  and  an 
understrapper  of  the  Police.  In  the  meantime,  as  the 
dog  was  smelling  about  all  the  comers  of  the  room, 
and  his  master  was  undressing  himself  without  mora 
ado,  the  policeman  said  :  "  Here  is  a  lodger  for  yD% 
Seedor  Yermolayeveetch  : — his  Uigk-weU-hom-sk^* 
is  come  from  Petflrsburgh  on  government  hnsinem,  and 
yon  are  so  fortnnate,  that  your  house  has  taken  fail 
fancy."  "  Have  mercy  upon  ns ;  there  are  already  stt 
men  in  the  government -service  quartered  uptw  me," 
replie<l  tiie  landlord :  "  besides  tint,  the  CapiUst 
Eespravnik  ordered  me  to  take  in  these  two  gentle- 
men." "  Hold  your  tongue,  long  beard !"  eaid  tht 
man  of  office,  casting  a  grim  look  at  the  reepectabh 
old  man.  "  T  wish  to  have  uo  further  acqnaitttanM 
either  with  thee  or  thy  Capitan  Eetpravnik,  and  will 
remain  here  because  it  pleases  myself."  The  landloi^ 
turned  to  the  policeman,  and  said  :  "  Bot  the  neigfa' 
bouring  houses  are  qnite  unoccupied."  "  How  can  yot 
compare  your  house  with  your  neighbour's  honsea?" 
replied  the  policeman.  "  They  are  gentlemen  in  ot 
fice,  people  of  rank ;  yon  know  that  with  them  lodgM 

the  Governor,  the  Procnreur. Enongb, 

enough,   Seedor   Yermolayeveetch,    if  we  hare    nM 

*  As  ihis  compound  forn 
translated  literally,  in  oideE  l« 
lillu  of  honour. 
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mercliants  to  answer  all  purposes,  what  order  would 
there  be  ?  It  is  strong  men  who  should  cany  hux* 
<len3,  and  you  are  the  richest  of  them  all."  The  police- 
man went  out,  and  the  man  of  office  said ;  "  Move 
about  now,  old  one  ;  your  brotherhood  here  seem  to 
have  a  fine  time  of  it,  when  you  dare  to  be  so  contui 
raacious  I"  "  I  make  no  objections,"  replied  the  mer- 
chant ;  "  but  I  and  my  family  have  only  three  small 
rooms  remaining,  and  I  do  not  know  where  to  lodge 
yoD."  "  I  Hhall  take  two,  and  you  can  occupy  the 
third,"  said  the  man  of  office  :  "  and  if  you  are  I 
crowded,  you  can  betake  yourself  to  the  pantry.  Oiw 
serve  what  airs  this  boor  gives  himself  I"  "  I  am 
boor.  Sir,  but  a  merchant."  "  But  do  you  think  that  I 
ia  not  all  the  same  ?"  replied  the  man  of  office,  with  a  j 
laugh.  ''  He  who  is  not  a  nobleman,  what  can  he  ba 
but  a,  boor  ?"  We  left  the  room,  and  the  landlord 
followed  us.  "  Gentlemen  I"  ernd  he,  "  we  have 
found  out  the  reasons  why  merchants  do  not  like  to 
remain  in  their  profession.  This  is  a  small  sample  of 
the  respect  which  the  other  classes  pay  us.  But  you  I 
have  not  yet  seen  the  thousandth  part  of  our  vex»>  | 
tions,  and  when  you  see  them,  recollect  the  good  fea^ 
tures  in  our  character,  and  do  not  lay  the  blame  where 
it  is  not  due  I"  The  clei^yman  shrugged  up  his 
aboulders,  and  without  saying  one  word,  weut  home. 
The  landlord  had  to  remain  to  make  room  for  his  new 
lodger,  while  we  with  Peter  Petriiveetch  went  to  take 
a  walk  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town. 
-  "  It  is  amongst  us  here  as  it  is  every  where  ;  every 
thing  will  go  its  own   course,"    Nud  Peter  Fetr6- 
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Tcetch,  "  till  civilization  circnlates  throngh  all  classfS 
of  the  community.  It  ia  only  the  man  of  edacation 
and  refinement  who  can  in  fall  measure  be  Reosible  d 
his  duties  to  others,  and  ran  respect  all  hia  felloiF- 
creatures.  The  well  educated  man  knowB  that  il 
a  properly  regulated  empire,  every  profession  is  re 
«pectable,  and  as  necessary  as  all  the  strings  of  U 
instrument  to  pruduce  harmony.  Ignorance  erecu 
a  barrier  between  them,  and  it  is  from,  exactly  ihl 
same  motives  as  a  Turk  when  he  regards  a  Chrit* 
tian  subject  of  the  Porl«  as  no  man,  that  our  haugbl]' 
ignoramuses  despise  all  wlio  are  not  related  to  tbem« 
and  whu  ctuiuot  give  them  rankn  and  orders.  P« 
example,  is  not  your  landlord  a  respectable  nm 
in  every  point  of  view  ?  Whence  is  that  ?  BecBsn 
he  is  sensible  and  well  informed  :  it  is  a  pity  that  ha 
did  not  receive  a  t^ystematic  education  in  his  yontk ;  ia 
that  case  he  would  have  been  a  hundred  timts  man 
nseftd  to  hix  country.  Seedor  Vermolayereetcb  drawl 
his  origin  from  the  sooty  erown-serfe.  He  was  kA 
an  orphan  by  the  death  of  his  parents,  engaged  u  I 
shopman  with  a  merchant  who  was  a  distant  relation  of 
hia  own;  and  by  his  indastry,  attention,  and  good  be- 
haviour, has  scraped  together  a  little  [woperty,  im- 
proved himself  by  reading,  intercourse  with  well-io- 
formed  people,  reflection  and  experience^  He  is  e«t 
eating  his  sons  at  the  university,  putting  himself  t* 
straits  in  order  that  they  may  enjoy  the  first  of  eaiihly 
benefits — the  first  requisite  of  an  immortal  soul.  Yon 
have  seen  that  worthy  clergyman,  father  Eugenins. — 
He  may  also  serve  as  an  example  that  educatian  doei 
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riot  interfere  wiili  the  performajice  of  the  clerical  duties 
of  bis  profession.  On  the  contrary,  by  roisiog  his 
spiritual  character  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  he  con- 
finns  them  more  in  faith  and  morality,  eloquently  il- 
lustrated by  the  pastors  ofoiir  church,  and  strengthen- 
ed by  the  example  of  their  blameless  liTes."  In  the 
course  of  our  conversation  upon  various  subjects,  we 
uootd  not  avoid  touching  upon  the  circumstances  of 
Peter  PetMiveetci  Veertooteen's  own  life.  We  were 
qaite  astonished  when  he  fold  us  that  he  was  not  a  na- 
tive of  the  place,  but  lived  there  a  prisoner  at  large. — 
We  be^«d  bim  to  explain  to  us  the  cause  of  this  singn- 
lar  occurrence,  and  Peter  Petruvcetch  related  to  us  as 
folloWB : — "  My  father  was  a  poor  nobleman,  and  had 
DO  means  for  his  subsistence,  but  his  small  salary.  He 
married  the  daughter  of  a  merchant  well  in  the  world, 
i  receired  a  dowry  of  abont  fifty  thousand  roubles.* 


0  the  world.     iMy 

mployed  himself 

fters  to  instruct  me  in  the 

1  himself  my  superinten- 

t.     He   imbued  my  mind 

o  the  throne,  under  the 


My  mother  died  in  bringing  n 
father  then  quitted  the  Hervi 
in  my  edacation.  I  had  ma 
scieoccB,  hut  ray  father  wa 
tlent  in  the  moi'al  departmen 
with  an  unlimited  devotion  ti 
persuasion  that  snch  an  esteosive  empire  as  ours,  com- 
posed of  so  many  varionB  tribes,  can  neither  be  h^py 
aor  powertul  except  under  the  rule  of  an  absolute  mo- 
narcb.  From  my  tender  years  my  tiither  inocolated 
my  mind  with  the  wholesome  truth  that  there  is  no 
More  elevated  morality  than  what  is  contained  in  the 
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precepts  of  the  ^spe!.  He  allowed  me  to  rnad  all 
3  of  philoBOpliical  compositiong,  but  would  fre- 
quently repeat : — "  My  son,  the  apostle  Paul  says  in 
Ilia  Epistle  to  the  Thesaalonians,  "  Prove  all  things ; 
hold  fast  that  which  is  good."  In  the  works  of  philo- 
HOphere  you  will  find  much  sense  and  stiil  more  sa- 
gacity, but  nowhere  will  you  find  sncii  rules  for  life 
as  in  the  Gospel,  lu  the  works  of  philosopbera  y<m 
will  also  find  lUAny  virtuous  lessons,  but  aowhera 
will  yoQ  find  such  elevated  morality,  such  coneol»- 
tory  truths  as  in  tlie  Apostolic  precepts.  All  the 
morality  which  is  diSiiaed  through  a  thoasaad  boob 
of  philosophy  is  included  in  the  few  words  addre«- 
sed  to  tlie  Apostles ;  "  And  aa  ye  would  that  mra 
should  do  to  you,  do  ye  also  to  them  likewise.' 
(Luke  chap,  yi.)  And  agcun,  "  But  I  say  unto  yon 
which  hear,  love  your  enemies,  do  good  to  them 
which  hate  you,"  (ibidem.)  My  dear  son,  Ailfil  the* 
two  rules,  and  you  will  fulfil  all  your  duty.''  My 
lather  was  neither  a  bigot  nor  a  hy])ocrite,  but  a  real 
Christian,  and  by  his  living  example  confirmed  me  in 
the  rules  which  he  prescribed  for  me.  After  firnHhing 
my  education,  I  entered  the  militaiy  service,  On 
setting  out  for  my  regiment,  ray  father  blessed  me 
after  the  maimer  of  our  Saviour,  in  the  words  of  tba 
Apostle :  "  \\'hBrefore,  putting  away  lying,  speak  enrf- 
man  truth  with  his  neighbour."  (Paul's  Epistle  lo 
Ephesians,  chap,  iv.) 

"  As  I  grew  up  in  years  I  grew  more  confirmed  in  tha 
rules  whicli  had  been  sown  in  my  heart  by  my  worthy 
parent,  and  became  the  more  persuaded  of  the  tmtli 
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iLat  evtTv  man  should  assist  \m  neiglibonr  by  all  the 
mi-ans  in  hia  power.  Every  act  of  injustice  done  to  any 
one  by  any  one,  made  a  etrong  impresaion  upon  me  ; 
uiifortmiately  I  could  not  restrain  my  tongue,  but  ex- 
claimed loudly  against  all  abuses.  We  were  quarter- 
ed in  the  exuberant  Ukraine,  and  the  rieh  farmers 
shared  their  food  with  our  gallant  soldiers,  who,  dot- 
ing their  vacant  hours,  assisted  them  in  field-work. — 
The  ftirmera  did  not  wish  to  receive  the  government 
allowance,  and  I  was  tile  means  of  its  being  regularly 
sold  for  tile  benefit  of  the  soldiers.  At  the  settling  of 
the  ammunition  and  company- money,  and  on  the  pay- 
days, I  always  took  the  soldier's  part.  It  is  ditficult 
always  to  squeeze  the  truth  into  delicate,  soft  fomiH, 
anil  I  found  myself  frequently  obliged  to  speak  bitter 
truths,  to  quarrel  and  complain  when  they  did  not  at- 
tend to  me.  I  coueeqnently  got  the  name  of  a  turbu- 
lent man,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  the  regiment. 

"  My  fether,  who  was  now  old  and  weakly,  wished 
me  to  remain  at  home  with  him.  I  entered  the  civil 
service  in  the  wipital,  in  the  judicatory  department,  to 
lose  uo  opportunity  of  doing  good  to  my  country. — 
Here  was  an  extensive  field  for  ray  activity.  My  fa- 
ther was  not  a  little  vexeil  that  I  had  been  obliged  to 
leave  the  military  service  against  my  inclination. — 
"  Yon  fulfiHed  your  duty  ;  this  ia  your  reward  and 
consolation,"  said  he  embracing  me.  Wlien  in  due 
course  i  had  to  enter  upon  my  new  ocenpalion,  he 
called  me  into  hia  closet,  and  pointing  to  the  New 
Testament,  which  was  lying  open  before  him,  re- 
(|ueeted  me  to  read  in  the  Epistle  of  Paul  to  Timothy 
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fliapter  t.  veree  20, '  Them  that  sin,  rebuke  before  all, 
that  others  also  may  fear  V  He  then  pressed  me  to 
hit!  heart,  blessed  me  and  said,  "  Go,  in  Gods  name, 
and  6ght  for  truth  !" 

"  I  was  like  a  wateh-dog;  in  the  Temple  of  Jmtiee, 
Larked  on  the  unconscientionH  abusers  of  tlie  laws,  did 
tiot  allow  tlie  strong  hand  of  villainy  to  profane  (be 
interior  of  the  sanctuary,  and  shielded  the  unfortanate 
indow  and  orplian  from  their  oppreseors.  Chicanery 
and  usury  directed  all  their  forces  c^inat  me.  Men 
of  business,  who  are  indispensable  to  their  superiois, 
as  they  do  not  know  business  themselves,  declared  that 
tliey  could  not  live  with  such  a  turbulent  man  as  I  wbk, 
so  I  was  ordered  to  retire. 

"In  the  meaotime  my  father  died,  and  I  was  left  in  the 
world  a  solitary  individual,  with  a  moderate  property. 
My  bther  made  no  attempts  to  increase  his  capital) 
supposing  that  my  niother'd  dowry  would  be  enongii 
for  me,  and  emjiloyed  his  overplus  revenue  in  asain- 
ing  the  poor.  I  followed  his  example,  and,  sharing  it 
in  a  brotherly  manner  with  the  poor  and  needy,  I  pro- 
tected them  nt  the  itame  time  from  the  oppression  of  the 
(lowerful.  I  could  not  refuse  my  advice  to  the  unfor- 
tunate, and  even  assisted  to  write  petitions  for  thorn 
who  had  no  protector,  and  who  did  not  know  how  la 
repel  diicanei'y  and  persecution  by  the  power  of  elo- 
quence and  juridical  skill.  I  interfered  personally  b 
behalf  of  the  poor,  and  aometimea  frightened  the  moit 
inveterate  usurers  by  my  presence.  I  liad  to  bear 
daily  with  a  thousand  disgusts  ;  hut  I  spent  my  time 
laborioasly.     I  consoled  myself  with  the  thought  tint 
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I  obeyed  tlie  wishes  of  my  fatber,  and  that  the  bitter- 
ness of  disgust  was  more  than  counterbalanced  liy  the 
sweet  consolation  which  I  procured  for  the  snfFerinif. 
1  was  happy  I  A  few  good  friends,  with  the  pleasures 
arising  from  the  sciences  and  literature,  kept  up  my 
spirits,  which  maUcious  people  wished  to  poison  liy 
tbeir  slajider. 

"  Clouds  are  formed  from  vspours ;  rain  is  compos- 
ed of  drops ;  calamity  arises  from  slander,  allegations, 
tuid  instigations  -,  and  malicious  espi-essioiis,  taken  in 
connection,  form  tlie  thunder  storm  in  the  moral  world, 
which  darts  its  bolts  on  the  innocent.  I  gave  no  din- 
ners, supposing  that  it  was  better  to  feed  the  poor  with 
my  superfluities  ihaii  to  saturate  gourmands  ;  lent  no 
money  to  spendthrifts,  and  was  called  a  ni^iard,  1 
went  to  the  ordinary  places  of  worship  along  with  tlm 
people,  and  did  not  appear  in  uniform  iu  the  domestic 
cbapels  of  grandees,  and  was  called  a  godless  man. 
Knowing  that  a  monarchical  goveiimicnC  can  have  no 
other  end  consistent  witb  its  interests  but  the  weitaie 
of  the  governed,  I  never  murmured  against  goverii- 
ment,  bat  exclaimed  londly  against  the  abusers  of 
power,  who,  reganling  their  places  as  farms  on  lease, 
thiukiug  on  nothing  hut  their  own  enrichment,  rnul  tiie 
placing  of  their  relations,  raised  &  hue  and  cry  against 
me  as  a  seditious  man,  I  praised  with  a  sincere  heart 
such  of  the  grandees  as  deserved  it,  and  such  of  the 
people  in  pubUc  situations  &ti  were  honest,  and  set 
them  up  for  an  example  iu  contrast  to  the  wicked  and 
selfish  ;  therefore,  I  was  called  on  iutri^er  and  a  par- 
tizan.     Frequently  from  inability  to  keep  my  iniligna- 
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tion  within  bounds,  I  set  forth  the  truth  in  strong 
terms,  in  petitions  written  by  me  for  othera,  and  cttt^ 
ed  things  by  their  real  names  ;  therefore,  I  was  called 
a  wrangler.  From  all  the  qualities  ascribed  to  me, 
they  formed  one  aggregate  term — ^a  turbulent  wutn, 
and  banished  me  to  this  town  under  the  surveillaoce  of 
the  police.  I  confess,  I  was  at  first  melancholy ;  but 
the  worthy  clergyman  Eugenius  consoled  me  and  com- 
forted me.  "  You  have  laboured  not  for  the  world,  \m\ 
for  your  immortal  soul,''  said  father  Eugenius ;  ^^  conse* 
quently  your  reward  will  be  spiritual.  RecoUeet  what 
the  Apostle  Luke  says  :  *  BuU  love  your  enemies  tmd 
do  good  and  lend,  hoping  for  nothing  again  ;  and 
your  reward  shall  he  great,  and  ye  shall  he  the  chil' 
dren  of  the  Highest ;  for  He  is  kind  to  the  ufUha/nk* 
ful  and  to  the  evil  V  Be  not  disquieted  under  your 
misfortune,  and  do  not  slacken  in  the  path  to  bliss, 
recollecting  the  words  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  *  It  is 
tnie  that  no  chastening  for  the  present  seemeth  joyous 
but  grievous  ;  nevertheless  it  afterwards  yieldeth  the 
peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  unto  them  which  are 
exercised  thereby.'  I  am  now  quieted  and  happy,  fw 
happiness  is  in  the  power  of  everyone,  and  there  is  no 
place  on  the  face  of  the  earth  without  worthy  people. 
I  find  pleasure  in  the  friendship  of  the  honest  JE'«spro»- 
nihy  the  reverend  clergyman  Eugenius,  and  the  mer- 
chant your  landlord  ;  I  spend  my  time  in  reading  and 
walking,  and  do  as  much  good  as  my  means  permit 
Do  not  take  this  narrative  of  mine  for  self-commenda* 
tion.  No  !  I  am  free  from  that  vice,  and  have  de- 
clared to  you  the  truth,  for  your  instruction,  in  order 
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that  you  may  profit  by  it.  There  will  come  a  time 
when  the  truth  shall  prevail,  and  sooner  or  later,  but 
with  undoubted  certainty,  shall  triumph  oyer  malice 
and  falsehood." 

On  returning  to  the  town  on  our  way  home,  and 
passing  by  the  town-prison,  Peter  Petroveetch  pro- 
pcwed  to  us  to  enter  and  scatter  the  seeds  of  consola-r 
tion  in  that  abode  of  misery,  as  he  called  it.  I  had  a 
few  ducats  in  my  purse,  and  cheerfully  agreed  to  visit 
the  ostrog^  in  order  to  alleviate  in  some  degree  the  lot 
of  the  unfortunates.  This  ostrog  was  nothing  more 
than  a  common  eezha^^  surrounded  with  a  fence.  On 
account  of  the  smallness  of  accommodation,  it  was 
impossible  to  separate  the  people  in  custody  according 
to  the  nature  of  their  offences ;  and  thence  it  happened, 
that  the  little  thoughtless  boy  who  had  run  away  from 
his  master  in  a  frolic,  was  placed  beside  the  veteran 
thief  or  robber,  and  became  insensibly  a  proficient  in 
the  arts  of  iniquity.  For  want  of  room,  there  was 
also  no  possibility  of  maintaining  cleanliness.  The 
soldiers  on  guard  were  posted  in  the  passages,  and  on 
both  sides  of  the  two  eezhas  :  the  prisoners  were  pent 
up  like  herrings  in  a  barrel.  I  grew  sick  from  the  of- 
fmsiveness  of  the  air,  and  the  impression  made  upon 
me  by  the  sight  of  a  pair  of  wild  eyes.  I  beseeched 
my  companions  to  take  me  into  the  fresh  air.  On  a 
sudden  we  heard,  in  a  little  cell,  piercing  groans  and 
strange  cries.  Curiosity  led  us  thither,  and  a  shock- 
ing, spectade  presented  itself  before  my  sight.     In  a 
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,  there  lay  a  half  naked  i 


dark  corner, 

thin  aa  a  Hkeletoii,  and  with  liis  arms  and  legs  it 
fetters.  The  light  liail  aitarcely-  penetrated  bis  den, 
when  he  roue  and  seated  himself,  costing  upon  us  it 
hideous  gaxe.  Our  eyes  met,  and  I  trembled  all  over 
as  at  the  took  of  a  basilisk.  The  black  hair  and  eyes 
of  the  wretch  were  dishevelled ;  bis  face  was  over- 
caat  with  a  deadly  paleDessj  and  his  eyes  which  were 
red  with  sleeplesHnesH  and  suffering,  looked  like  glow- 
ing coals. 

After  a  short  silence,  the  unfurtunatc  wretch  raised 
his  fettered  arms,  tirst  to  his  forehead,  and  then  to  hit 
heart,  and  stud  in  a  low  tone  : — "  Fire  I  fire  t"  then 
opening  his  mouth  wide,  whispered,  "  Water !"  A 
sergeant  gave  him  a  wooden  pitcher,  and  he,  after 
drinking  it,  tossed  it  from  him,  and  called  out  londlfi 
"  Away,  away  I  blood,  blood !"  On  a  sudden  Ua 
hair  stood  on  end  ;  the  features  of  his'  face  moved  con> 
vulsively,  his  eyes  became  fixed  in  their  sockets,  and 
the  foam  issued  from  his  month  :  he  gnashed  with  lua 
teeth,  rose  up  rapidly  and  cried  out,  "  I  am  Nujoffl*' 
"  Nojoff !"  exclaimed  I  simultaneously  with  Melovee-< 
den.  It  really  was  the  malefactor,  whom  I  did  net' 
at  first  recognize  from  liis  altered  situation ;  but  when 
he  pronounced  his  name,  I  immediately  reeotlectetl 
his  features. 

In  the  meantime  the  poor  wretch  again  fell  on  bii 
litter,  and  called  out  with  a  tremendous  voice.  "  Dd 
not  bum  me,  do  not  bum  me  :  but  kill  me  8t  one 
blow !"  My  legs  could  hardly  support  me ;  I  was  «a 
a^tated,  the  blood  ran  to  my  heart,  and  my  liead  b^ 
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(Bine  liizzj  Lilt  I  remained  in  the  place,  expecting 
(liat  Nojoff  would  recover  from  the  fit,  and  would  tell 
Tiie  the  name  of  the  Countess  who  was  my  enemy. 
The  culpnt  was  a^in  silent  and  shut  hia  eyes.  Me- 
loi  eeden  called  him  hy  name.  Nojoff  opened  his  eyes 
BB  if  he  heard  him.  "  Nojoffl"  said  Meloveeden, 
"  Vejeeghen  forgives  you  for  all  the  ill  that  you  have 
done  him."  Nojofi'  again  sat  up  upon  the  straw,  and 
looking  around  him,  said:  "Where  is  Vejeeghen? 
He  dieil  in  the  steppe.     1  myself  threw  him  into  a,  [)it. 

Tlie  countess  did  not  wiali  him  to  be  murdered." 

At  these  words  Nojoff  again  fell  into  a  fit,  shut  his 
eyes,  and  snored  terribly.  I  could  no  longer  endnre 
this  shocking  spectacle,  and  left  the  ostrog, 

"  You  know  that  male&ctor  ?"  inquired  Peter  Pe- 
trjiviwtch.  "  Unfortunately,"  replied  I.  "  To-morrow 
1  shall  relate  to  you  the  particulars  of  my  acquain- 
lauce  with  him  :  but  at  present  I  am  so  distracted 
that  I  cannot  arrange  my  thoughts."  Peter  Petro- 
veetci  accompanied  us  home  :  I  spent  the  whole  even- 
ing, without  leaving  the  room,  and  passed  a  sleepless 
night,  impatient  to  leam  from  NojoiT  the  secret  of  my 
[lersecution.  Nest  morning  I  sent  to  the  ostrog  to 
enquire  how  the  unfortunate  man  was,  bnt  was  told 
iliat  he  had  given  up  the  ghost  in  extreme  agony  soon 
after  our  departure. 

Peter  PetttSveelch,  to  whom  I  related  part  of  my 
adventures,  and  who  had  heard  of  Vorovanleen,  ad- 
vised me  to  be  very  careful  to  whom  I  mentioned 
my  secret,  for  fear  of  falling  into  any  greater  cala- 
mity.    "  In  a  court  of  law  yon  will  make  nothing  of 
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Vorovaateen  :  as  you  have  no  witnesses,  Vorovaateen 
may  say  that  the  Kirgheez  took  you  prisoner  hy  force. 
Besides,  if  you  mix  up  your  affidr  with  any  family 
of  rank,  you  will  get  into  trouble.     It  will  be  best  of 
all  to  get  what  information  you  can  by  circuitous 
means ;  and  if  you  only  learn  the  name  of  your  fe- 
male persecutor,  the  secret  will  come  out  of  itself. 
You  have  seen,  by  NojoflTs  example,  that  hardiness  and 
feai'lessness  in  crime  end  in  the  horrors  of  disease: 
at  the  same  time  that  a  virtuous  sufferer  has  all  the 
enjoyment  arising  from  the  hope  of  a  better  life  to 
console  him  in  his  last  moments,  a  wicked  man  is  as- 
sailed with  the  remorse  of  conscience,  the  most  fright- 
ful of  the  tortures  of  hell.     Vorovaateen  at  the  first 
attack  of  violent  illness,  or  the  first  danger,  will  shew 
as  much  pusillanimity  as  all  malefactors,  and  will  re- 
veal the  truth  to  you.     Crime  uurepented  of  ends  in 
despair ;  but  immoveable  firmness  is  peculiar  to  virtue 
alone  I" 
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CHAPTER  I. 

e  whom,  Uoil  erant,  (here  were  more  i 
ke  pricsl,  like  people. 

Bv  our  good  conduct  and  the  favourable  representa- 
tions of  Peter  Petroveetch,  we  giuned  the  good  opi- 
nion of  the  Capitan  Sespravnifc,  who  eometimes  called 
upon  TiH,  invited  us  to  drink  lea  wiih  him,  and  allow- 
ed ua  to  take  excursions  without  the  town.  One  day, 
when  we  were  at  his  house  with  Peter  PetroTeetch, 
the  conversation  turned  upon  the  difficulties  which  the 
country  police  meets  with  in  keeping  oriler  over  a 
wide  extent  of  country,  in  a  thinly  peopled  district, 
intersected  with  impassable  morasses  and  wooda. 
"  Catch  a  vagrant  who  can,"  said  the  Capitan  few- 
pravnik,  "  il'  a  landholder  and  his  peasants  choose  to 
conceal  him  I  You  would  require  a  thousand  rank 
and  file  to  catch  a  single  individual  in  a  wood  which 
covers  one  or  two  hundred  versts  I"  "  The  landholders 
liave  a  great  trust  to  answer  for  before  their  Makes*, 
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tiieir  emperor,  and  their  country,  for  every  thing  whitb 
is  done  within  their  poasessiona,"  said  Peter  Petro- 
veetch.  "  On  a  landholder  depends  all  the  happintss, 
the  morality,  the  education,  and  the  prosperity  of  his 
peasants  ;  consequently,  on  the  landed  gentry  collec- 
tively depends  all  tlie  molality,  education,  and  pros' 
perity  of  the  whole  of  Russia.  The  government  places 
no  obstacles  to  bar  the  progress  of  the  noblesse  lo 
education  and  prouperity.  No  sfTectioBate  father  can« 
more  for  the  education  and  happiness  of  hia  darling 
son,  than  the  Russian  emperors  care  for  the  Rnsaian 
iiobiesse.  But  why  should  the  Russian  noblesse  he- 
have  like  the  man  in  the  par8l)le  who  liid  his  lord's  ta- 
lent in  the  earth  ?  The  nobleman  having-  received  ii 
should  divide  it,  should  increase  among  his  people 
their  attachmeDt  to  the  throne,  their  love  W  Acai 
ponntry,  and  excite  them  to  morahty  by  hb  Mm  m- 
ample,"  "  That  is  all  true,"  seid  the  Shertf ;  "  hm. 
in  tiie  opposite  case,  tike  noMesse  will  be  like  ^ 
barren  fig-tree  of  which  mention  is  made  in  Lake'^j 
Gospel,  (ch^ter  xiii.)  A  nobleman,  as  the  fitvosrito 
son  of  an  affectionate  father,  ought  to  employ  triraidf 
all  his  lifetime  in  fulfilling  the  will  and  good  inioi- 
ttons  of  the  common  father  of  Rassia.  A  BohtHHO 
who  lives  oti  his  own  estates,  should  eetaan  yiMcIf 
as  nmch  in  actual  service  as  if  he  sat  at  the  HOferii) 
council-board,  or  ww  comtnauderMB'CInef  of  ibe  faceh 
A  nobleman  is  the  head  police-olficer  on  his  tKMte, 
collector  of  the  emperor's  taxes,  overseer  who  aj^Nf- 
tions  the  district  rat«s,  judge  of  equity  among  he 
peasants,  guardian  of  their  health  and  fropeny,  *id 
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director  of  tlie  pBrish-Bchool."     "  £xc«llent,  excellent, 
Peter    Petri reetch !"    eKclaimed  the    Capiltm  JEa-   . 
pravnik,  throwing  himself  to  embrace  Veertooteen, 


t  ehonld  be  ;    the  district  J 
:al  executive  power,  whicb  J 

ularily  where  it  was  wanted,  J 
aaes  where  persuasion  1: 


and  adding,  "  That  i 
police  would  be  then  a 
could  enforce  order  and  r< 
hj  tLe  power  of  law,  in 
no  effect  1"  "  It  will  be  si 
the  ripening  of  the  fruits  of  education,  the  seeds  of 
which  are  so  nninterruptedly  sown  by  oor  wise  mo- 
□archs  ;  when  we  shall  have  a  sufficient  number  of 
first-rBte  Russian  teachers  for  the  education  of  our 
youth  in  the  Russian  fasiiion,  not  after  the  manner  of 
the  French  or  English."  "  These  Ruasian  foreigners 
have  been  long  a  bone  in  niy  throat,"  said  the  Capitan 
Eespmvnik.  "  I  have  more  respect  for  a  French  cook 
or  an  English  coachman,  than  for  a  Russian  bit  of  a 
Kites.,*  who  apes  Lords  and  Marquisses  ia  tbeir  whims 
and  singularities.  There  came,  not  long  since,  to  live 
aa  his  estate  hero,  a  young  weather-cock  wlio  had 
ieft  the  service,  conceiving  himself  ill  used  because 
his  cwnunanding  officer  had  told  him  that  he  was  not 
fit  to  occupy  a  distinguished  situation,  he  not  being 
Able  to  write  three  lines  logically  and  grammatically. 
&tes  Slftbogoloveen  had  read  some  French  pamphlets 
upon  politics  by  the  assistance  of  his  governor,  and  as 
he  sobscribed  for  some  English  newspapers,  he  fancied 

"  Knez  is  the  highest  title  of  Rusnian  nobility,  nnd  corrcsponda 
nith  Duke  in  EDcliah,  but  ia  Rcnerally  tntntloted  '  Prince.'  A; 
titles  sie  estended  to  the  whole  Hm&y  oZ  those  who  posaeia  them, 
it  iiu]i  be  enKily  conceived  that  there  !■  a  coniiderable  aomber  of 
such  ptinces  in  ibe  RusiUii  empire. 
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liimaelf  a  great  poliinciaTi,  and  bom  to  be  a  lawgifir 
tu  his  country.  Along  with  the  Inmes  of  champaign, 
he  had  filled  the  heads  of  hia  blind  compBnions  vitli 
rules  of  philanthropy  and  wisdom  out  of  Voltaire's 
Philosophical  Dictionary,  and  passed  for  a  liberal,  m 
orator,  and  a  stickler  for  the  rights  of  man.  After 
taking  this  false  step   on  the  road  of   ambition,  be 

came  to  hia  estate ^  and  do  you  know  what  w» 

the  end  of  his  philosophy  ?"  "  DoubtlesH  he  began  la 
establish  country-schools,  and  exert  himself  for  dw  im- 
provement  of  his  peawnts,"  said  Meloveeden,  "  Yob 
have  not  hit  the  nail  on  the  head,"  «aid  the  CapUan 
Eeapravnik,  laughing.  "  The  Government  whick 
cares  for  the  welfere  of  its  subjects  in  reality,  iImhi^ 
not  in  empty  words,  was  obliged  to  take  into  its  own 
hands  the  guardianship  of  the  property  of  this  elo- 
quent orator  of  the  human  race,  owing  to  hie  barbie 
I'outi  treatment  of  his  peasants  and  def^tmctive  nu- 
nsgement  of  liis  estates.  List«n  to  bawleis  of  ihii 
stamp  after  a  euinptuouH  dinner,  or  of  as  evening 
amongst  a  crowd  of  yotmg  people :  they  will  treit 
you  to  a  dissertation  on  the  happiness  of  mankind  or 
on  legislation  ;  but  at  their  own  houses,  and  in  eveif 
place  under  their  controid,  they  are  would-be  B^iatnt- 
The  real  friend  of  mankind  does  not  cry  out  nor 
bawl  gainst  the  tans  of  the  land  or  established  order,  ■ 
but  contenting  himself  with  things  as  they  are,  doesM 
much  good  as  is  iu  his  puwei- ;  and  much  good  can  be 
done  always  and  every  where,*  if  there  be  only  an  in- 
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clination  to  (]o  it  I  Amo^g  us,  tlio  practice  of  good 
must  be  brought  to  mucb  ^eater  perfection  before  we  * 
meddle  with  theory.  Do  you  know  what  I  would 
propose,  Peter  Petroveetcli  ?  Take  thene  geiitlet 
to  our  friend  Alexander  Alekandroveetch  Rosaiyan*  j 
eenoff.  You  will  see  whnt  people  among  us  are  bidl  | 
under  a  bushel;  1  will  give  yoamyown  horseB.  Moya'' 
about,  gentlemen,  yon  hare  had  a  long  stay  in  onr, 
Urtle  town  I"' 

Next  morning  we  set  out  on  our  visit  to  Mr.  Roh- 
siysntenofT  who  lived  on  his  estat«  which  was  twenty  i 
five  versts*  distant  from  the  town.  At  the  distance  of. 
fifteen  versts,  we  observed  an  astonishing  difference  in. 
the  cnltivation  of  the  fielils.  In  low  places,  trenchea 
were  every  where  cat  to  let  off  the  water.  The  fields- 
were  propejly  measured  off  and  mannred  ;  and  the 
meadows  were  iree  from  mole-heape  and  useless  bushea.: 
On  the  brink  of  a  winding  rivulet,  a  paved  descent 
was  formed  from  the  pasture,  that  the  cattle  might 
drink  without  being  wetted,  or  muddlbg  the  water. 
The  road  on  both  sides  was  planted  with  trees  j 
bridges  were  every  where  erected,  and  bo^y  parts 
of  the  road  covered  with  spars.  "  You  may  see," 
said  Peter  Petroveetch,  "  that  we  have  entered  the 
pOHsewions  of  an  orderly  man  ?"  On  arriving  at  the 
Tillage,  Meloveeden  clapped  his  bands  with  adm 
tion,  and  exclaimed ;  "  Look  what  the  whole  of  Russia 
cotild  be  and  should  be  I"  Well-finished  wooden 
eeabas  were  erected  in  single  rows  on  both  sides  of 
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the  road.  The  windows  were  emhellisheJ  with  graven 
omamentB,  and  the  conrt-yardH  all  incloHed  with  high 
railing^  and  with  neat  gates  aiid  roofs.  The  btraiiea 
were  placed  at  some  distance  from  each  other,  as  a 
precaution  against  6re.  Between  the  houses  were 
little  gardens  with  fruit-trees.  Behind  the  court-yards 
were  orchards,  and  at  their  extremitj',  bams.  At  the 
end  of  the  village  stood  a  fine  stone  church,  efaaded 
with  tall  lime-trees.  The  priest's  house  was  distio- 
gnisbed  by  its  clean  and  neat  appearance.  Beside  the 
church  were  some  pretty  little  buildings  for  tbe  use 
of  the  community.  In  one  of  tbera  was  established 
an  infirmary  and  apothecary's  ebf^  ;  in  another  an  hos- 
pital for  the  maintenance  of  the  friendlees,  tbe  infinn 
and  the  aged ;  in  a  third,  the  vill^e  etoreboDse  and 
shop,  containing  snch  wareR  as  are  indi^tenaable  lu 
peasants,  as  well  a^  the  first  necessaries  of  life;  in 
the  fourth,  the  village-school  and  nfovesnoT/  court" 
At  the  extremity  of  the  village  was  a  smithy,  and  in 
tbe  middle  a  lai^  well.  The  peasants  of  both  aeiei 
had  a  healthy  appearance,  and  the  young  women  wen- 
distinguished  for  their  beauty,  the  natm^l  consequenre 
of  contentment.f  We  met  on  the  street  neither  dirty 
children,  nor  ra^ed  women,  nor  drunken  men.     The 

'  Literally  eaurl  of  aurds,  because  in  tbe  oriiasrj  court)  M 
liw  the  pleadings  are  carried  on  in  writing.  In  towns  the  yo- 
lice-msjors  preude  at  these  raurla  of  nurds,  but  whea  the  subjecl 
cantealed  amounln  to  more  than  eighteen  roubles,  (about  EtUea 
shillint;!  BterlinK,)  iheir  juriBdiction  ccasei. 

t  If  ihe  happincsH  of  the  labouring  elasiiei  ig  to  be  mouiirei 
by  their  physiognooi)',  the  RuesIsds  will  not  stuid  bigh  on  Uk 
Eurnpeim  icale. 
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peaannU'  liorseB  and  cattle  were  of  an  cscellent  breei], 
aud  the  mechioes  and  implements  for  agriculture  were 
all  in  good  order.  We  entered  into  one  peasant's 
bouse  in  (»der  to  have  a  specimen  of  their  domestic 
economy.  The  house  had  a  cellar,  and  waa  divided 
into  two  halves,  one  with  a  chimney,  the  other  withgnt 
one.  The  first,  which  was  composed  of  three  divi- 
sions, was  occupied  by  the  family ;  in  tlie  second  they 
baked  bread,  boiled  the  victuals  for  themaelvea  knd 
drink  tor  the  cattle,  dried  their  wet  clothes  wheu  tbey 
returned  from  work  in  bad  weather  and  the  like.  "  1 
know  some  landliolders,"  said  Meloveeden,  "  who, 
seized  witli  a  foreign  mania,  took  it  into  their  heads  to 
build  German  liooses  for  Hussian  peasants,  and  to  re- 
quire of  them  as  much  cleanliness  as  in  Germany. 
That  is  an  absolute  impossibility  in  this  country,  and 
not  only  does  not  add  to  the  happiness  of  the  peasant, 
but  is  a  great  incumbrance  to  his  life.  Our  climate 
and  local  circumstances  require  a  different  structure 
for  our  houses  than  in  Germaay  and  England.  It  is 
impossible  lo  build  large  stone  bouses  for  the  peaaants 
amwig  us,  because,  in  the  first  place,  it  i»  not  every 
where  that  we  hare  materials  for  that  purpose,  and  in 
tbe  second,  because  it  costs  dearer,  and  our  peasvita 
do  not  Uve  in  large  tamilies,  and  therefore  have  no  ne- 
cessity for  a  number  of  rooms,  which  must  be  heated 
in  the  greater  part  of  Russia  eight  months  in  the 
year.  Without  a  smoky  ei^sha  it  is  even  difficult  for 
a  Russian  peasant  to  live  in  our  moist  and  cold  cli- 
mate in  the  northern  governments  :  without  it  he  would 
have  no  place  to  dry  himself.     The  wish  of  doing 
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gooJ  frequently  briBgB  no  adFBntt^e  if  it  is  corrleil 
into  effect  without  a  knowledge  of  loral  circnmstanceH. 
In  this  respect,  Mr.  Rosfliyaneenoff  seems  to  nnder- 
stand  his  business."  In  the  porch,*  we  saw  laptee.\ 
"  That  has  still  a  smell  of  barbarity,"  said  Melovee- 
den.  Peter  Petroveetch  examined  them  with  more 
attention,  a,nd  said  :  "  These  are  not  laptee  but  shm6nee, 
that  is  to  say,  coverings  for  the  feet  made  of  hemp. 
The  nee  of  laplee  is  less  advantageous,  as  they  re- 
qnire  a  great  deal  of  wood."J  "  When  do  your  pea- 
sants wear  shtiiAnee  ?"  inquired  he  at  a  man  whom  be 
met ;  "  I  see  that  on  the  street  they  are  all  in  boots." 
"  When  they  go  a  fishing,  my  son :  in  the  meadows 
daring  the  hay-liarvest,  and  in  wood-work,  they  save 
the  boots  ;  and  the  feet  too  are  not  so  comfortable  in  k 
boot  as  they  are  in  a  lapta  made  of  well  tarred  twine." 
"  Do  you  see  tliat  they  make  use  of  this  sort  of  slioen 
only  during  work,  and  they  are  really  much  better 
adapted  for  this  purpose  than  the  wooden  shoes  of  iIk 
French  and  German  peasants.  If  the  peasant  amidst 
contentment  has  not  given  up  the  use  of  such  a  cover- 
ing for  his  feet,  it  is  a  proof  that  it  is  uselul  and  snit- 
able  for  him." 

Around  the  peasant's  court-yard  wa«  a  shed,  whras 
carts,  sledges,  ploughs,  and  harrows  stood,  and  where 

*  A  parch,  or  leynts,  as  it  is  called  in  Russian,  t»  bIidosI  inJii- 
peniable  to  preient  ihc  egress  of  ihe  lieai  crealtd  by  the  stove. 

t  Bgik-shoes  ptaiied  in  tlie  same  way  tbat  lisi-ahoea  ue  nutde 
in  this  countrj,  hnt  mucli  dumsiei :  ihej  Hte  ihe  covering  foi  ihe 
feet  most  commoni;  useil  by  the  Russian  peiistila. 

X  Being  made  af  the  barb  of  young  birch  trees. 
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they  stabled  the  horses  occasionally.  At  the  end  of  the 
yard  was  a  cow-house  and  stable,  and  beyond  the 
bouse,  a  vapour-bath.  1  asked  the  mistress  what 
they  used  for  light  in  the  winter-time.  "  Our 
neighbours,"  replied  she,  "  the  peasants  of  other  mas- 
ters, bum  splinters  of  wood,  father,  bnt  we  light  our 
eezbaa  with  lamps  supphed  with  hemp-oil.  You  see, 
we  have  not  to  buy  the  hemp-oil,  my  son  ;  for  every 
woman  among  us  makes  her  oil  from  the  seed." — 
"  Have  you  a  drinking-house  in  the  village?"  asked 
Meloveeden.  "  God  forbid,  my  worthy  fathers!" 
replied  the  woman.  "  In  old  times  when  our  former 
bdreen*  was  alive,  there  was  a  drink ing-bouse  here  : 
HO  our  peasants  got  drunk  re^larly  on  holidays,  and 
were  out  of  sorts  on  working  days.  But,  now,  tliank 
God,  there  is  an  end  to  that.  And  our  parson,  God 
save  him,  talks  to  us  in  the  church  that  it  is  a  great 
sin  to  get  drunk,  and  our  sui^eon  tells  us  that  spirits 
shorten  the  life,  and  our  master  forbids  us  to  diiok, 
and  hates  drunkards  ;  so  drunkenness  is  at  an  end,  and 
both  man  and  money  are  better  housekeepers.  It  is 
another  aflair,  at  Easter,  or  a  marriage,  or  a  christening' : 
llien  we  brew  beer,  and  our  bdt-een  himself  gives  us 
sptrits.  In  our  autunm  and  winter-work,  our  bdreejt 
also  orders  the  labourers  to  drink  a  glass  of  vodky, 
but  no  more  than  one  a  piece.  God  save  him  ;  he  is 
a  real  father  and  no  ^Ao^orfeen." 

Five  verets  beyond  thevilli^,  on  the  high  bank  of 
a  river,  stood  the  manor-house,  built   of  wood  on  a 

'  On«  of  ihe  appellalioDB  given  b;  ihe  Russum  pcaaanta  to  tbeit 
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stone  foundation,  painted  green,  with  a  red  roof.  Be- 
hind the  house  a  large  garden  extended  towards  die 
river.  Around  the  court-yard  were  various  eBtablisb- 
mentR  for  domestic  purposeB,  The  symmetry  of  the 
parta  shewed  the  skill  of  the  architect,  aud  the  WBDt 
of  ornament  was  fully  compensated  by  the  neatness  uid 
solidity  of  the  building.  At  the  entrance,  we  were 
met  by  a  servant  neatly  dressed,  though  very  plainly. 
He  said  that  his  master  had  gone  into  the  fields,  hot 
his  mistress  was  superintending  her  daug^itera'  lesswis. 
We  were  met  in  the  anti-chamber  by  the  landlord's 
oldest  son,  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  of  age,  who  begged 
ua  to  wait  without  impatience  till  his  mother  hsd 
finished  her  occupation.  The  youth's  tall  figure,  rosy 
cheeks,  and  good  address,  shewed  that  as  great  paiiu 
had  been  taken  on  his  physical  educatitHi  as  on  hil 
moral.  Peter  Petroveetch,  who  was  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance of  the  family,  proposedtone  to  look  through 
the  rooms  and  garden.  TIte  landlord's  son,  Alesbi, 
undertook  to  be  our  guide.  Passing  through  three 
saloons  and  a  hall,  which  were  distinguishable  for  no- 
thing hut  their  uncommon  neatness,  we  entered  Mr. 
Rossiyan^enoiTB  cabinet.  It  was  a  lai^e  room,  arooiid 
which  were  disposed  immense  shelree  full  of  books  in 
the  Latin,  Grreek,  French,  German,  Italian,  and 
Russian  langut^es.  In  the  middle  of  the  room  were 
three  tables  ;  on  one  lay  newspapers  and  periodical 
works  ;  on  the  other,  papers  in  manuscript  ;  and  on 
the  third,  newly  received  books.  In  another  mom 
which  was  attached  to  the  cabinet,  there  were  ehelvw 
containing  physical  instruments,  a  chemical  apparatosi 
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and  TQodels  of  vBiiooa  machines  ;  on  the  tables  stood 
globes,  and  one  side  of  the  ball  was  hong  with  geogra- 
phical maps.  A  small  case  with  sbclvea  contained 
witliin  it  a  collection  of  minerals.  "  This  smelts  of 
Europe  I"  said  Meloveedrn.  From  thence  we  went 
into  the  ^rardeu,  whitrh  contained  neither  arti6dal 
ponds  which  contaminate  the  air  by  their  poisonous 
exhalations,  nor  dearly-built  hri<l^a  on  dry-land,  nor 
grotesque  sununer-houseB  of  a  barliarous  architecture, 
Dor  new  rains.  The  garden  was  filled  with  fruit  treea 
and  difi'erent  beny-huHhea,  distributeil  very  tastefully. 
Nut  and  lime-tree  groves  afforded  an  agreeable  retreat 
in  hot  weather  ;  while  a  large  alley  round  the  garden, 
shaded  with  high  trees,  served  for  a  promenade.  On 
plots  of  grass  were  erected  swinging  ropes  and  different 
diinge  to  amuse  chihlren.  At  the  end  of  the  gai'den, 
on  the  south  aiile,  there  was  an  orangerie,  not  a  large 
one,  hut  well  constructed.  "  That  is  another  luxury," 
said  Meloveeden.  "  A  luxury  which  is  not  only  par- 
donable, bnt  GTen  usefiil,"  replied  Peter  Petr6Teeteh. 
"  What  can  be  more  agreeable  to  an  inhabitant  of  the 
north,  than  the  fondling  of  the  productions  of  more  fa- 
voured climates  ?  The  very  contemplation  of  the  di- 
versity, riches,  and  liberality  of  nature,  elevates  the 
soul,  and  brings  the  creature  nearer  to  the  Creator. — 
Amidst  these  productions  of  variouB  regions,  thought 
descends  upon  the  earthly  globe.  1  will  say  more — 
why  should  we  deprive  ourselves  of  the  satisfaction  of 
r^ing  the  lender  fruits  which  nature  has  denied  our 
nufthern  climate  ?  This  is  not  the  repletion  of  a 
shameful  gluttony,  but  the  EntiHfaction  of  a  pardonable 
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curiosity.  Besides,  it  appears  to  me  &  miicli  more 
commendable  occupation  to  raise  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
than  to  keep  a  variety  of  living  creatures  under  re- 
straint, and  hurt  the  weaker  aniraals."  On  a  sudden  a 
voice  was  heard  behind  us  :  we  saw  a  man  of  a  cheerfnl 
and  healthy  countenance,  in  a  leathern  cap  and  green 
cwnblet  snrlont,  who  was  making  up  to  us.  It  was 
the  landlord  himself.  "  How  do  you  do,  my  friend," 
said  he,  stretching  out  his  hand  to  Peter  Petr6veetch, 
who  presented  us  to  him,  and  in  a  few  words  related 
onr  proceedings.  "  I  have  already  heard  in  part," 
added  our  landlord  :  "  you  will  oft«n  be  obliged  here 
to  listen  to  what  you  do  not  wish  to  hear.  Walking 
newspapers  are  among  tis  in  greater  circulation,  than 
printed  ones.  If  one  wishes  to  know  the  truth,  he 
should  only  believe  the  hundredth  part  of  the  pro- 
vincia!  newA.  I  was  told  that  two  Russian  gentle- 
men had  arrived  from  India  through  the  Kirgheenan 
uleppe,  where  one  tiul  been  a  reigning  prince,  and  the 
other  his  mini!<ter,  and  tliat  they  had  brought  with 
them  whole  barrels  of  ducats  and  bales  of  shawls.  I 
am  persuaded  that,  if  these  news  reach  another  govern- 
ment, one  of  you  will  be  transformed  into  the  great 
Mogul,  and  the  other  into  some  terrible  warrior. — 
Your  treasures  will  be  magnified  to  miUiona  of  ducats, 
and  barrels  filled  with  diamonds.  But  1  beg  yon  will 
enter  the  room — it  is  dinner-time." 

On  entering,  the  worthy  landlord  presented  ua  lo 
hia  wife  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  the  oldest  was 
fourteen  and  the  youngest  twelve  yeara  of  age-  The 
youngest  son  was  t«n  years  old.     To  our  astonishment, 
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the  lady  of  the  house  addressed  us  in  Russian,  and 
was  dressed  very  plainly,  although  she  received  for  the 
first  time  guests  who  passed  for  millionairea.  The 
landlord  presented  to  us  also  tlie  teachers  of  his  chil- 
dren, a  Frenchman,  Monsieur  Instnii,  and  a  German, 
HeiT  Hutman,  whom  he  called  his  friends.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  singnlar  tliat  Mr.  KoseiyaneenofT,  whom 
Peter  Petrfiveetch  described  as  extremely  patriotic  and 
an  enemy  of  foreign  education,  should  keep  in  liis 
house  foreigners  to  teach  his  children.  Peter  Petro- 
veetch  jierceived  my  astonishment,  from  the  oblique 
glances  which  I  cnst  on  the  forei^era,  and  communi- 
cated my  observations  to  the  landlord.  Mr.  Kossi- 
yac^nuff  took  me  and  Meloveeden  into  another  room, 
and  said :  "  Be  not  a.stoni8hed,  gentlemen,  that  I  em- 
ploy foreigners  in  the  education  of  my  cliildren.  To 
deliver  youth  imconditioually  into  the  hands  of  foreign- 
ers is  our  greatest  folly,  which  has  been  the  source  of 
all  sorts  of  mischief  to  the  Russian  noblesse :  it  Is  tins 
which  has  made  it  almost  a  foreign  colony  in  Russiat 
hardly  knowing  their  mother-tongue,  nor  its  customs, 
nor  its  history,  but  taught  from  their  infancy  to  lore 
every  thing  which  is  French  and  English,  and  despise 
every  thing  which  is  Russian.  But  to  employ  foreign- 
ers under  the  superintendance  of  parents,  is  proper  and 
commendable,  if  people  be  selected  for  that  purpose 
of  a  respectable  moral  character  and  hehavionr,  and 
not  seekers  of  adventures  and  charlatans.  'Without  a 
knowledge  of  foreign  languages,  a  man  cai 
quire  that  refinement  which  is  peculiar  to  Europeans. 
Other  nations  have  got  before  us  in  the  march  of  intel- 
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lect,  and  have  more  means  of  keeping  conttnnallf  b- 
head  of  ub  in  the  career  of  scieni^e.  To  translate  ecery 
thing  worthy  of  atleution  and  cnriDsity  which  appean  iii 
foreign  countries,  would  be  impossible-  To  contrive 
from  the  resources  ofour  own  minds  every  thing  which 
hoe  been  already  discovere<l  and  invented,  Wfiultl  be  ri- 
diculous, so  that  it  is  necessary  to  adopt  the  estdesl 
means  of  acquiring  the  immeoBe  empire  of  knowledge, 
and  those  means  are  an  acquaintance  with  foreign  lan- 
guBges.  By  knowing  them,  you  become  a  citiaen  of 
(he  world  :  you  must  agree  that  you  must  first  became 
a  man  before  you  are  either  a  Frenchman  or  a  Hiisaian. 
I  love  Russia  more  than  my  life.  I  wish  its  happiness 
more  than  1  do  that  of  my  own  children,  and  am  wiUiog 
to  sacrifice  for  ber  my  own.  life  and  that  of  my  chil- 
dren, my  property,  and  all  my  earthly  comforts;  bat 
it  does  not  folh>w  from  thence,  that  I  ought  not  to 
love  foreigners,  nor  to  avtul  myself  of  the  production 
of  their  minds  and  ingenuity.  That  would  he  a  barba- 
rism worthy  of  a  Turk,  a  Chinese,  or  an  Algerioe. 
The  firot  objects  in  the  education  of  my  children  ar« 
the  learning  of  tbeir  mother-tongue,  with  the  history 
and  statistics  of  Rossiti ;  and  my  first  and  chief  ende«- 
vour  is  to  impregnate  the  minds  of  my  children  with 
an  unlimited  attachment  to  every  thing  pertaining  to 
their  native  country.  That  is  my  part  of  the  bnainess. 
Amidst  all  this  I  do  not  conceal  from  them,  thftt  we 
hare  not  yet  arrived  at  that  degree  of  refinemenl 
which  is  found  in  other  nationH  :  but,  on  the  other  hrad, 
I  excite  a  (lesire  in  their  mmds  to  raise  their  country, 
by  the  propagation  of  every  tiling  which  is  good  and 
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useful.  Tlie  domestic  education  of  ray  oldest  eon  in 
now  finiaLed,  ftnd  I  iiiWiid  next  wjtitnr  to  send  Iiim  to 
the  nnirersity."  We  were  called  to  tbe  table,  and  Mr. 
Rossiyan^enoff  put  im  end  to  liiH  explanBtian. 

The  dinner  consisted  of  four  cuurees,  prepared  with 
taste  and  abundance.  Tlie  wine  did  not  run  over  the 
brim  OB  they  say ;  but  after  each  course,  every  one  of 
iJie  company,  eitcept  tlie  children  and  ladles,  had 
a  large  glass  poured  out  to  them  of  excellent  wine. — 
BeudeH,  there  were  decantcra  of  water,  small  heer, 
quant,  cyder,  and  wine  made  of  ^ples  and  berries, 
whicli  was  an  excellent  drink,  and  sparlded  like  cham- 
paign,  appearing  to  me  much  more  agreeable  tlrnu 
real  wine.  For  a  dessert  we  bad  beautiful  ripe  fruit. 
In  addition  to  Mr.  Rossiyan^enofTs  family,  the  two 
teacher*  and  ourselrea,  at  tlie  table  were  two  retired 
officera,  tti'O  old  women,  distant  relations  of  the  land- 
lady, and  tlie  parish  priest.  1  observed  with  satisfac- 
tion that  all  the  guests  without  nsception  were  served 
alike,  botli  iu  re^d  to  eating  and  drinking.  That  is 
Hot  always  the  case  with  gentlemen  who  give  poor 
people  a  place  at  their  table.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roi^iy- 
nn^rnnff,  on  the  contrary,  behaved  to  all  with  extreme 
eirility,  nor  did  tbe  landlord  shew  his  wit  at  the  ex- 
penee  of  tlie  poor  people  who  enjoyed  his  hospitality. 
Daring  dinner  the  conversation  was  of  a  general  na- 
tate.  After  it  was  finished,  we  all  went  into  the  gar- 
dm,  and,  waiting  for  coffee,  took  our  seats  under  the 
■faadee  of  some  dense  lime  trees.  All  at  once  tbe  tears 
trickled  from  Meloveeden's  eyes.  He  drew  upon  him 
tlia  attention  of  all,  as  well  as  their  sympathy,  and  ra- 
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ther  disconcertBd  our  entertainers.  "  You  are  melan- 
choly," Eoid  the  lady  of  the  house.  "  No,  madam  ; 
these  are  tears  of  coutritiou  and  not  of  melancholy.  1 
am  enraptured  with  your  &mily  happuess,  the  pros- 
perity of  your  peesantM,  and  the  well  ordered  conditiou 
of  your  extate,  and  rejoice  that  you  are  Russians." 
The  landlord  squeezed  MeloT^edeu's  hand,  and  added, 
"  What  you  Bay  is  true :  we,  or  at  least  I,  am  happy 
in  my  family."  Mrs.  Rossi  yaneenoff,  iu  place  of  an  an- 
swer, tenderly  embraced  her  husband,  and  the  children 
threw  themselves  about  his  neck,  exclaiming,  "  Papa, 
you  form  all  our  happiness  and  all  our  joy  !"  One  of 
the  retired  ofhcers  sqneezedMr.  RoBsiyaneenoETs  band; 
the  other  looked  up  to  the  heavens  and  crossed  him- 
self ;  the  females  went  to  kiss  the  hands  of  the  worthy 
couple.  An  old  servant  who  was  bringiog  in  coffee, 
shed  tears  in  silence.  Mr.  Rossi  yan6en  off  was  t«acb- 
ed  to  the  heart.  "  You  see  now  whether  I  am  happy," 
exclaimed  he.  "  Can  there  be  a  greater  bhss  than 
that  of  being  loved  hy  worthy  beings.  Do  not  thmk, 
however,  that  my  happiness  has  cost  me  much  trouble. 
No  I  it  is  the  kindness  of  Providence,  for  which  I  shall 
never  cease  to  return  thanks.  I  have  endeavoured 
only  to  fulfil  my  duty  as  far  as  I  have  been  able,  no- 
thing more.  If  you  have  any  curiosity,  I  will  relate 
ray  history  to  you  in  a  few  words. 

"  My  father  was  an  officer  in  the  navy,  and  married 
for  love,  without  having  any  means  to  support  his  fa- 
mily besides  his  pay.  He  remained  in  the  service 
till  he  attained  the  rank  of  general,  and  owing  to  these 
circumstances  could  not  give  me  and  my  sisters  a  splen- 
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did  educatioD.  He  attained  ricliea  hy  hia  bravery, 
taking  some  rich  prizes  in  the  Turkish  war.  Hia 
shattered  constitution  wonld  not  allow  him  to  remain 
longer  in  the  navy  ;  he  retired,  bouglil  tliia  property, 
consisting  of  five  hundred  souls,  and  settled  in  the 
country.  My  sisters  married  as  soon  as  tlieir  parents 
were  able  to  give  them  a  sufficient  dowry.  I  entered 
the  Guards,  but  had  the  misfurtnne  to  hurt  myself  by 
a  fall  from  my  horee,  and  was  obhged  by  the  doctor's 
advice  to  retire  from  the  service.  I  was  tfien  no  more 
than  nineteen  years  of  age.  I  was  advised  to  live  some 
yeant  in  a  ivarm  chmate,  torecniit  my  strength  and  take 
t)ie  benefit  of  tile  mineral  water?.  I  employed  that 
time  in  educating  myself,  went  through  a  regular 
course  of  study  m  the  miiversity  of  Bologna,  and  after- 
wards completed  my  education  in  Paris.  Returning 
to  my  native  country  with  renorated  health  and  fresh 
acquirements,  I  wished  to  he  usefrd  to  my  country  in 
the  civil  service.  At  that  time  I  hail  the  misfortune 
to  lose  my  parents,  and  was  left  a  solitary  individnal 
in  the  world.  After  serving  some  years  in  a  petty 
situation,  and  seeing  that  neither  my  endeavours  nor 
my  zeal,  nor,  I  may  venture  to  say,  capacity  and 
higher  acquirements  than  those  of  my  colleagues,  were- 
of  any  avail  to  raise  me  above  the  common  herd,  I  be* 
gan  to  cool  in  my  zeal  for  the  public  welfare.  An  old' 
friend  of  my  father's,  to  whom  I  complained  of  laf 
fate,  cured  me  of  my  error,  and  pointed  out  to  me  the 
true  road  to  happiness.  "  My  dear  friend  I"  said  he 
to  niB  one  day,  "  yoa  have  no  family  connections,  and 
do  not  belong  to  the  number  of  those  children  of  for- 
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tune  whose  entire  value  consiata  in  the  name  ;  aaae- 
quently  yon  will  be  always  doomed  to  support  on  your 
i^nlderx,  amidst  the  chancery-dirt  which  lies  at  the 
foot  of  the  bill  of  fortune,  the  iecapacity  of  otb««, 
that  it  may  be  crowned  by  yoor  services.  You  most 
wait  for  some  extraordinary  opportunity,  one  of  dteae 
fortunate  confignrationa  of  the  heavenly  bodice  des- 
cribed in  the  calendars,  ere  the  rays  of  the  snn  pene- 
trate through  the  thick  Btmosphere  of  nepotiam,  and 
shine  mpon  yon,  a  gentleman  of  no  &mily.  Tbere  ate 
eacceptionx,  I  do  not  dispute  ;  but  to  w^t  for  such  a 
diance  requires  an  iron  pntience,  which  you  do  tiot 
possess.  What  is  it  that  you  seek  ?  It  is  to  be  luefui 
to  your  sovereign  and  country,  is  it  not  ?  Yon  hare 
the  means  in  your  own  hands.  You  have  fire  hundred 
souls  of  peai^antB.  Dediirate  yourself  to  their  hairi- 
ness. Believe  me,  ymi  would  not  hare  a  lon^  time  ta 
wait,  before  the  happiness  of  iive  hundred  males,  hhI 
probably  as  many  females,  would  be  dependent  itpoa 
you.  You  are  well  instructed,  yon  hare  read  ml 
travelled  much,  and  consequently  hare  many  capa- 
bilities for  managing  your  estate,  making  yonr  pea- 
sants happy,  and  what  is  more,  bebp:  an  example  Ui 
others.  Economy  is  not  difficult,  and  your  »laroit 
vrith  your  own  knowledge  of  local  circumstancea  will 
be  more  useliil  to  you  than  two  courses  of  t^rooomy. 
The  chiof  thing  is  to  keep  your  expenc^s  within  y«iir 
income,  and  to  apply  tlie  balance  which  remains  in 
your  favour,  in  the  improvement  of  yonr  own  property, 
and  of  the  condition  of  your  peasants.  Keep  yonr 
wants  within  bounds,  restrain  your  desires,  and  you 
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will  liave  a  surplus  reveaue  ;  apply  tliis  to  what  is  use- 
fal,  tuid  it  will  bring  yon  contentment,  corafcmt,  and 
happiness  !"  Like  a  man  blind  from  bia  birth,  who, 
when  be  first  recovers  his  sight  after  a  encceesfnl  opera- 
tion, ia  enchanted  with  the  view  of  objects  of  which 
h«  ha<l  no  previous  conception,  I  recovered  the  use  of 
my  mental  faculties  by  the  prescription  of  my  reaJ 
friend.  This  is  bia  dangbter  !"  added  Mr.  Rossiyao- 
eenoff,  pointing  to  bis  wife.  "  I  married,  left  the 
service,  and  settled  on  my  estate.  My  father  being 
old  and  inlinn  at  the  time  wbeu  be  retired  to  the  cmm- 
iry,  could  take  no  part  in  tlie  management  of  his  es- 
tate, and  left  it  to  me  in  the  same  condition  as  he  bad 
bought  it.  The  fields  were  most  wretchedly  cultivated, 
tbe  peasants  in  poverty,  and  in  a  half  savage  state  as 
regarded  their  moral  condition.  In  the  coarse  of 
twenty  yean,  with  God's  assistance,  and  the  strenu- 
ous endeavours  of  myself  and  my  wife,  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  our  property  to  the  stat«  in  which 
yon  see  it.  I  had  no  independent  capital,  and  carried 
on  my  improvements  entirely  from  my  income,  by 
degrees,  making  all  the  baste  I  conid  without  precipi- 
lation,  and  building  upon  a  solid  foundation.  God 
has  blessed  my  exertions.  Now  all  the  young  people 
on  my  estate  know  how  to  read,  and  comprehend 
their  duty  to  God,  the  emperor,  their  ntaster,  Eud 
their  equals.  Without  letters,  gentlemen,  it  is  im- 
possible to  implant  morality  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
or  to  give  them  a  dne  conception  of  the  duties  which 
conduce  to  their  real  happiness.  People  cannot  be 
instmcted  by  the  mere  sense  of  hearing,   and   by  dint 
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of  repeated  practice,  as  poodle  doga  are  drilled.  Be- 
fore  a  man  be  instructed,  he  muot  be  able  to  read  : 
what  he  reads  he  will  recollect,  and  besides,  the  time 
employeil  in  reading  is  no  misspending  of  whst  might 
be  applied  to  more  useful  purposes  ;  for  the  greater 
part  of  nnijisti'ucted  people  spend  their  leianre  honm 
and  days  in  irre^larity.  Mypeaeanta  sounimderBt^Kid 
that  I  had  their  good  in  view,  and  assisted  me  in  my 
objects  with  heart  and  soul.  In  this  I  was  also  grpstly 
indebted  to  our  worthy  clergyman,  who,  in  themidsl  of 
all  his  poverty,  behaved  himself  in  such  a  manner  that 
the  peasants  could  not  but  respect  him.  He  took  no 
participation  in  their  drinking-bouts  and  amusements, 
but  viritfld  them  only  when  he  went  to  give  them 
spiritual  assistance,  advice,  admonition,  or  to  perform 
his  clerical  duty.  The  reverend  pastor  ate  his  bread 
in  the  sweat  of  his  face,  working  with  his  ownhao^a 
small  plot  of  ground  ;  for  except  his  legal  provision,  be 
would  never  take  any  thing  from  the  peasants.  Me  set- 
tled disputes,  never  in  his  own  person  giving  occsaion 
for  dissatisfaction;  he  never  allowed  in  his  presence  any 
improper  jokes,  nor  gave  occasion  to  any  himself.  In 
a  word,  father  Simeon  was  and  Ls  such  a  man  as  a  pa- 
riah cler^Tuan  should  be — gentle,  abstemious,  humane, 
and  serious  in  his  behaviour.  You  saw  him  at  dinner, 
gentlemen.  His  condition  is  now  improved  along  with 
the  condition  of  us  all.  I  reckon  it  the  first  duty  of  a 
landholder  to  raise  the  clergyman  to  such  a  state  that 
he  can  live  independent  of  the  peasants  ;  he  will  not 
till  then  be  respected  by  his  parishioners,  but  can  then 
proceed  without  fear  in  correcting  their  moral  conduct. 


IVAN  VEJEEGHEN.  21 

"  Following  the  advice  of  my  father-in-law,  I  began 
the  manBgement  of  my  estate,  not  afterthe  English  or 
German  fashion,  but  after  a  fat^hion  suitable  to  onr 
climate,  soil,  and  manners.  No  new  deTices  were 
carried  into  execution  by  me  on  a  great  Hcale,  till  I  had 
made  repeated  trials  of  their  effects  upon  a  small.  At 
last  tre  finished  oar  buildings,  improved  our  fields, 
and  nothing  remains  for  us  now  to  do  but  to  maintain 
what  we  have  done." 

We  passed  our  time  in  the  company  of  the  worthy 
Mr.  Rossij'aneenoff  and  his  family  in  tbe  most  agree- 
able manner,  and  at  sun-set,  departed  for  the  town, 
not  however  without  being  earnestly  pressed  by  the 
landlord  and  landlady  to  remain.  1  made  haste  to  re- 
turn, Bs  the  next  day  whs  that  in  which  the  post  would 
arrive,  and  1  was  quite  impatient  for  letters  from  Mos- 
cow. We  promised  to  come  another  time  and  spend 
some  days  with  the  worthy  Alexander  Alexandro- 
veetch,  and  left  him  with  a  melancholy  heart  as  if  it 
were  from  our  Other's  house.  When  we  got  beyond 
the  gate,  Meloveeden  crossed  himself,  and  raising  his 
eyes  to  heaven,  exclaimed  :  "  God  bless  Russia,  and 
grant  her  many  more  such  landholders." 


CHAPTER  n. 

A  chip  of  tke  old  block — Siliu  Meenr^ tch  QJaidaoren. 

We  went  by  another  road  in  order  to  shorten  the  jon> 
ney.  On  leaving  Mr.  HoHBiyaneenoff'B  pn^rty  hihI 
approaching;  a  wtxxl,  ve  heard  the  Eonnd  of  hnntsmen  « 
home,  the  barking  of  dogs,  and  the  shooting  of  Bpora> 
men.  On  a  sudden  a  fox  letted  from  an  opening  b 
the  wood,  and  plunged  into  a  field  rows  with  com. — 
He  was  quickly  pnrsuetl  by  a  pack  of  hounds  and  I 
dozen  of  horsemen.  Oneoflhein,  a  man  with  long 
niMtachios,  galloped  furionsly  ia  advance,  withonttiia 
cap,  and  his  hair  all  iu  disorder,  and  bawled  out,  like 
B  person  beside  himself,  "  dtoo  avo  !  dtoo  aoo"  !  idiip- 
pii^  and  spuning  )ue  home  at  the  eatnetime.  The  fin 
in  order  to  escape  inevitable  destruciiun  by  a  dtanfiie 
of  coarse  (a  plan  adopte^l  not  unfrequently  by  two- 
le^ed  animals),  suddenly  tamed  utF  to  the  main  road; 
the  dogs  and  sportsmen  darted  after  htm,  pnraiung 
furiously  the  weary  creature.  At  last  the  fox,  leaping 
across  the  ditch,  threw  himself  directly  among  om 
horses'  feet ;  the  dogs  after  him,  and  caught  him.  The 
e^er  sportsman,  with  the  rapidity  of  a  whirlwind,  flcw 
across  the  ditch,  and  seeing  the  dogs  t«aring  the  fol^ 
began  to  chastise  them  with  his  whip,  making  a  biile- 
ons  noise  at  the  same  time.     Our  horses  took  frigbt 
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and  began  to  rear  themselves,  when  the  bickering  and 
onariiug'  of  the  doga  got  up ;  but  as  soon  as  the  epofts- 
oian's  whip  touclied  their  leg^,  they  ran  to  &  side,  onr 
breeichka  was  upset,  and  we  were  thrown  into  the 
ditch.  Fortunately  we  were  not  hurt,  but  only  fell 
up  to  our  neeks  in  dirt,  and  could  not  disentangle  our- 
Belves  from  under  the  breeichka.  There  we  lay,  in  the 
precHcanient  of  fliec  under  a  glass  tumbler.  A  noise 
and  ianghinggot  up  arounil  us.  Meloreeden  fell  into 
a  violent  passion,  and  threatened  to  break  the  head  of 
the  r»acal  who  was  tJie  cause  of  our  unlucky  mishap. 
1  cuised  the  hunt  and  the  huutsmeu,  and  Peter  Fetro- 
veetch  was  silent,  At  last  the  hreetekka  began  to 
move  away  from  over  us.  The  sportsmen  shoved  it  lo 
ft  side,  and  we  clitmbered  out  of  the  ditch,  all  wet  and 
dirty  like  as  many  craw-fish.  A  dozen  of  sportsmen 
Trere  collected  oil  the  road,  aadone  of  thera,  the  same 
ffbo  had  taken  the  lead,  canie  up  to  us,  and  after 
Hinothering  his  laughter,  said  :  "  Forgive  us,  gentle- 
men, my  honnds  are  at  fault.  1  would  not  be  Silas 
Glazdooren,  if  there  were  dogs  equal  to  my  Zalet  and 
VeenUovka  in  any  part  of  the  empire.  Tliat  damned. 
fox  li>rew  himself  among  your  liorses  feet,  but  Zalet 
and  Veentorkn  would  snatch  the  game,  though  it  Wf*e 
in  the  fangs  of  S  wolfi"  Feter  Petroveetcli  whispered 
to  Meloveeden  not  to  shew  his  paHsion,  or  ^use  the 
CDTtunate  possessur  of  Zaiet  and  Veentovka,  while  I 
with  wonder  gazed  on  that  prodigy.  His  round  red 
face  was  covered  with  copious  perspiration  and  dust. 
Between  his  long  ruby  no«e  and  thick  lips,  were  plant- 
ed a  pair  of  long  red  whiskers,  like  fiquirrels'  tails. — 
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His  dishevelled  liair  was  covered  with  a  small,  weather- 
beaten,  green  leather  cap.  He  was  dressed  in  a.  ghoft 
green  stuiF  Tchekmen,*  and  Htriped  trowsers.  A  ii>- 
bacco  pipe  was  in  one  of  his  outer  pockets,  and  on  hia 
right  shoulder  from  a  belt  hung  his  hunting  horn,  while 
on  his  left  was  a  small  flask  covered  with  morocco 
leather.  In  hia  left  liand  he  held  a  whip  ;  his  ng;ht  be 
extended  to  Peter  Petr6yeetch,  and  began  again  to 
speak.  "Give  tne  your  hantl, brother, and  don't  be  angiy. 
It  is  a  sad  mtafortune  that  yon  fell  into  the  ditch ! 
But  for  my  part,  there  is  not  a  ditch  or  pit  for  twenty 
versta  round  into  which  I  have  not  tumbled,  in  chasio^ 
harea  and  foxes.  But  you,  brethren,  why  do  yon  stare 
at  me  like  wild  beasttt  ?"  added  he,  looking  first  ta 
me,  then  to  Meloveeden.  "  Have  done  with  yonr 
anger!  Is  it  my  fault  that  you  fell  intu  the  kennel! 
If  it  had  depended  upon  me,  I  would  much  rather  han 
Housed  yon  in  punch.  You  know,  mischief  will  \af- 
pen  of  its  own  accord  !"  At  these  words,  G\ax&amw, 
taking  a  Iiotd  of  hia  flask,  drank  a  mouthful  of  lU 
contents,  then  loosening  it  from  his  shoulder,  gsd 
handing  it  to  Peter  Petr6veetch,  he  said ;  "  Drink, 
brother,  it  is  faniow  Anisovka.f  It  vnW  freshen  yon 
Dp."  Peter  Petr6veetch  gave  him  the  flask  back,  and 
in  the  name  of  us  all,  replied : — "  My  good  Sir,  yonr 
carelessness  was  the  cause  of  onr  unlucky  adrentnre. 
As  you  did  not  do  it  intentionally,  we  willingly  ex- 
cuse yon,  but  beg  that  in  recompense  for  what  m 

*  The  singU-bieiiMd  suTloat  worn  among  the  Costocka. 
■t-  Ad  infusioa  of  Anise-seed  ia  spirit). 
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have  suffered  from  your  passion  for  bunting,  you  would 
fumUh  us  with  ^e  means  of  cliangiug  our  clothes  and 
Betting  off  without  delay  for  the  town  in  your  carriage." 
"  With  pleasure,  my  dearest  fellow,"  ejcclaimed  Glaz- 
dooren  ;  "  I  will  give  you  my  own  Moscow  caJasIi, 
and  six  of  my  wild  Kii'gheeziuu  hoi'ses.  My  house  is 
only  three  versts  from  this  ;  scat  yonrselves  on  the 
horses  of  my  sportsmen,  and  we  ahall  be  there  in  a 
crack.  But  drink  eumethiag :  aye,  aye,  it  is  excellent 
aniiovka."  "  We  drink  no  spirits,"  said  Melopeeden. 
"  How,  not  drink  spirits  ;  nonaense  I"  exclmnied  Glaz- 
dooreu :  "  Be  ashamed  of  yourselves,  yon  are  not 
young  ladies  !"  We  still  refused  :  Glazdooren  then 
proceeded  to  odmiuiHter  to  his  companions,  presenting 
to  us,  one  by  one,  ten  head  of  the  neighbouriag  gentry, 
calling  each  of  them  by  his  christitm  name  and  his  pa- 
tronymic. After  that  he  asked  us  :  "  Bat  with  whom 
have  I  the  honour  to  be  acquainted :  may  I  not  know 
the  rank,  name,  and  family  ?  yes,  and  from  what 
quarter  of  the  empire  P  You  ajipear  not  to  belong  to 
this  part  of  the  country."  Peter  Petrfiveetch,  fear- 
ing lest  Meloveedea  should  in  his  rt^e  say  something 
unpleasant  to  Gla/dooren,  took  upon  himself  to  be 
epokesmon.  "  These  gentlemen,  (calling  us  by  our 
family  uamcs,)  have  come  to  our  town  upon  business 
ef  their  own,  but  I  have  lived  there  three  yeurs,  and 
am  astouished  that  you  have  neither  seen  me  nor  that 
I  have  had  die  honour  of  seeing  you  before  this  time, 
respectable  gentlemen,"  "  That's  true,  but  you  surely 
never  frequent  the  tavern  kept  by  Shnaps  the  German?" 
asked  one  of  Glazdooren'a  friends.    "  No,  but  I  am 
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acqunintei!  in  tnany  houses,"  replied  Peter  Petr6veetch. 
"  We  do  nut  drive  about  from  house  to  house  in  the 
town,"  replied  Glazdooreu.  "  Our  agents  manage 
cmr  business  with  the  lawyers,  aiid  we  meet  with  our 
brotherhood  at  bear  or  wolf  hunts,  and  at  etertions. 
Yes,  drink,  my  brethren,  anfaovka  ;  it  is  really  excel- 
lent !"  On  our  refusal  being  repeated,  Glazdooreit 
enclaimed  :  "  But  wait  a  while,  and  I  will  treat  you 
at  home  to  such  cordials  as  are  not  to  be  met  with 
tlirough  the  whole  goremmeiit.  My  wife  herself 
makes  them.  She  was  brought  up  at  Pet^rsbn^fa, 
and  at  first  would  have  fallen  into  a  fit  at  the  smell 
of  spirits  and  tobacco-smoke,  but  at  length  she  is  so 
far  broken  in,  that  she  can  almost  herNclf  smoke,  and 
from  morning  to  night  does  nothing  but  make  cor- 
ilials  and  bitters  for  me.  But  it  is  time  to  go  home- 
Mere,  my  lads,  rub  the  mud  off  these  gentlemen  with 
grass.  Grey-paweil  Pheelka,  blear-eyed  Senka,  and 
red'headed  Meetka,  go  home  on  foot.  Lavrooahba, 
you  rogue,  run  into  the  wood  and  call  the  bugles ;  dtnt 
up  the  dogs  and  go  home.  Let  the  peasants  also  go 
to  their  homes,  and  tell  them  to  lie  all  in  the  field 
the  day  after  to-morrow,  by  day-light.  Yon  moH 
block  up  the  thicket  which  is  beyond 'Seedor's  field, 
and  let  in  the  dogs.  Petrooshka  has  seen  the  ireidi 
trail  of  a  wolf,  three  days  rmining.  Give  me  my 
horse.      Now,  gentlemen,  I  am  at  your  service." 

The  axle  and  one  of  the  hind-wheels  of  our  breetchki 
were  broken.  The  huntsmen  spliced  it  with  a  qnr, 
and  dragged  it  to  the  blacksmith's.  We  rode  wid 
Glazdooren  on  the  huntsmen's  horses.     One  of  die 
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guests  proposed  riding-  through  a  field  of  com.  "  What 
Bort  of  B  manager  art  tlion,  brother  Aneezim  Stepan- 
oveetch  ?"  said  Glazdooren.  "  It  ib  anotlier  affeir  to 
gallop  through  com  ^^r  a  hare  :  there  is  no  sin  in 
that :  but  when  there  ia  no  business,  there  is  nothing 
to  be  gained  by  it.  No,  we  will  talce  the  beaten  road, 
and  in  the  nieontime,  my  lads  will  give  you  a  song. 
Hey,  my  boys,  let  ub  hear  some  of  your  music." 

The  huntsmen  had  scai'cely  finished  their  song 
when  Glazdooren  halted,  and  we  all  followed  liis  ex- 
ample. "  Sophron,  hand  here  some  fresh  anisovka  /'' 
said  Glazdooren.  One  of  the  huntsmen  untied  a  flask 
from  his  saddle,  aiid  gave  it  to  his  master,  who,  after 
taking  a  draught  of  spirits,  handed  it  round  to  his 
comrades.  "  Sportsmen  must  drink,"  said  Glazdooren 
taming  to  Meloveeden :  "  Vodk^  invigorates  the 
strength  and  freshens  the  blood."  "  Quite  the  con- 
trary ;  I  believe  that  spiiits  iufiame  the  blood,  and 
weaken  the  constitution,"  returned  Meloveeden. — 
"  Nonsense,  brother,  nonsense,"  exclaimed  Glaz- 
doorcn.  "  That  is  what  the  German  doctor  says, 
bnt  he  makes  no  converts  among  us.  Mousiem' * 
Wasserbrodt  never  tastes  spirits,  and  is  as  lean  and 
scraggy  as  a.  withere<l  Jiorse  :  Silas  Glazdom'en  drinks 
his  dram  like  all  sinners,  and  is  as  healthy  and  strong 
as  a  three-year-old  bear.  Don't  believe,  brother,  what 
these  Germans  say.  They  only  want  to  get  their 
wares  off  their  hands,  and  for  that  reason,  this  Monsieur 
Wasserbrodt  wishes  to  physic  me  witli  his  decoctions 
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in  place  of  vodky.  Bnt  Silea  Glazdooren  is  not  the 
man  to  be  humbn^ed  by  him.  Blow  your  bugles  Emd 
march  at  tbe  gallop  I" 

'  Wolves  must  be  fouglit  after  tbeir  own  fadnon,'  as 
the  saying  Ih.  We  galloped  after  them.  On  comine 
up  to  a  little  village,  we  met  with  a  meagre  flocit  of 
sheep  returning  from  the  field.  The  grey-hounds,  who 
were  uiconpled,  flew  upon  the  sheep,  and  dispatched 
two  of  them  upon  the  spot.  The  shepherd  durst  doi 
drive  away  the  ghospodeen's  dogs,  and  the  huntsmen 
etopped  to  gratify  themselves  with  the  spectacle, 
which  pDt  Glazdooren  into  high  glee.  "  Bravo,  Zalet ! 
to  it,  Vinlovka,  atoo  dvo,  atoo  avo  .'"  cried  he  with  all 
his  strength.  When  this  sheep-hating  was  over,  wp 
proceeded  at  a  slow  pace  to  Glazdooren's  own  villa^. 

The  first  object  which  met  our  eyes  was  the  drink- 
in^honse,  beside  which  there  was  a  crowd  of  peasaots. 
"  You  allow  a  Kahak  to  he  kept  on  your  estate?" 
said  Peter  Petr6reetcb.  "  What  a  qnestion,"  escUim- 
ed  Glazdooren  in  amazement.  "  Don't  the  vodky- 
farmers  pay  for  it,  and  if  they  do,  why  should  not 
they  be  allowed  to  establish  a  Kabsk  nnder  iny  nose 
if  they  please  1"  "  Convincing  logic,"  s^d  Peter  Pe- 
troveetch  to  me. 

The  village  belonging  to  Glazdooren  formed  qnitei 
contrast  to  that  of  Mr.  Rossiyanfenoff.  Hero  the  cabiii» 
were  half  in  ruins,  the  court-yards  half  fenced  in,  ami 
the  thatching  of  the  honses  admitted  the  light  in  se- 
.  veral  places.  The  street  was  impassable  for  the  din. 
Miserable  half-naked  boys  on  perceiving  us  ran  crviui; 
into  the  eeehas,  fearing  the  dogs  and  the  whips.    Tiie 
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'  ^'^^ssants  were  ragged,  and  bad  a  gioomy  repulsive  ap- 
pearance :  the  women  were  in  tattei's,  and  owing  to 
that,  they  almost  all  loaUed  ill.  It  is  tnie  there  were 
some  pretty  faces  wliich  peeped  out  at  the  windows.. 
and  HOrae  good  looking  girls  dressed  with  tawdry  finer)', 
who  sallied  forth  from  their  gates  at  our  approach,  to 
pay  their  respects  to  Gtaadooren,  who  saluted  them  in 
a  very  femiliar  tone,  and  shook  his  fingers  at  them 
with  a  smile.  On  leaving  the  village,  we  saw  at  a 
distance  the  Manor-house.  Glazdooren  ordered  the 
horns  to  be  blown,  and  gave  the  word  of  command 
to  gallop,  and  we  set  off  as  fast  as  the  animals  could 
ciury  vs.  On  entering  the  court-yard  through  a  crazy 
gate,  we  halted,  while  Glazdooren  in  the  buoyancy  of 
his  spirits  leaped  from  his  horse  upon  the  tottering 
Btair-case,  and  entered  the  lobby.  A  crowd  of  tatter- 
demalion servants  met  us  at  the  door.  It  would  have 
been  difficult  to  guess  what  the  colour  of  their  livery 
was,  and  what  metal  had  been  used  for  the  lace 
which  appeared  from  days  of  yore  to  have  adorned 
their  rags  by  way  of  fringes.  Glazdooren  had  hardly 
crossed  the  anti-chamber,  when  he  raised  a  tremen- 
dous noise,  and  fell  a  scolding  every  body  because 
the  table  was  not  covered.  He  threatened  the  bntler 
with  the  stable,*  kicked  about  the  footman,  and  salut- 
ed his  wife  with  certain  contortions  of  visage  which 
have  never  yet  appeared  in  print.  The  house  became 
all  alive ;'  men-servants,  mud-servants  and  dogs,  bustled 
about  the  rooms,  the  doors  slapped,  the  chairs  cracked, 

•  The  place  where  whippings  are  usually  adininlBlered. 
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and  Id  tlie  miilBt  of  thia  ronfnBion,  Glazdooren's  voice 
waa  distinguishable  like  that  of  a  Rhipmaster  to  tis 
crew  in  the  time  of  a  atonn.  At  last  the  table  was 
aivered,  and  a  late  sportsman's  dinner  was  served  op. 
The  gueHts  sHsembied  in  the  hall,  and  Mm.  Glaz- 
dooren,  a  beantiful  yonng  -woman,  appeared,  mth  her 
two  daugbtera  who  were  from  seren  to  nine  years  of 
age.  The  landlord  did  not  trouble  hiniBelf  about  pre- 
senting his  wife  to  UH  ;  be  only  hauled  us  all  to  a  table 
on  which  stood  vodky-bottles,  and  recommended  to 
nil  his  beloved  anUavka.  We  introduced  oarselvea 
to  the  lady  of  the  house,  and  related  what  occasion 
had  brought  us  thither,  giving  her  to  understand  in  aa 
indirect  manner  that  we  were  not  wnongst  the  nnni' 
ber  of  her  husband's  friends,  our  acquaiutgmce  having 
been  accidentally  formed  on  the  highway.  Scarcely 
had  Mrs.  Glazdooren  pronounced  a  few  words,  wben 
Vertooteen  exclaimed  :  "_  How,  don't  you  know  me, 
Anna  Elvovna  ?"  "  Is  it  you,  Peter  Petr6Feetch  '(' 
They  entered  into  explanations,  and  we  learned  that 
Peter  PetiViveetch  had  been  a  friend  of  the  lady's 
father,  and  had  carried  her  when  a  child  in  his  amaa. 
The  landlady  was  quite  overjoyed  at  this  meeting,  and 
even  shed  tears  at  the  recollection  of  her  past  life,  of 
which.  Veertooteen  bad  been  a  witness.  Glazdooren, 
in  place  of  shewing  any  tenderness  or  respect,  seized 
upon  Peter  Petr6veetcb'e  arm,  and  drawing  him  to 
the  little  table,  exclaimed :  "  Here,  driidt  aniaovka, 
old  friend  of  my  fatlier-in-law  1" 

When  we  were  requested  to  sit  down  to  table, 
all  the  guests  hurried  to  the  end  which  waa  occupied 
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by  the  landlord,  aroiding  the  neiyh bom-hood  of  the 
ladies  tts  an  unfaronrable  position.  Though  we  were 
not  hungry,  we  sat  down  at  the  landlady's  end.  The 
table  was  surronnded  by  a  file  of  serTants,  two  of  them 
to  each  cover ;  they  were  on  the  alert  only  to  remove 
such  plates  as  contained  any  fragments,  and  attended 
to  the  guests'  orders  at  discretion.  The  doga  crowd- 
ed nuder  tbe  table  and  about  the  guests,  in  order  to 
lay  hold  of  any  bones  that  should  be  tlirown  to  them 
by  the  sportsmen.  The  table  was  provided  with  dif- 
ferent eorCe  of  cordials,  wluch  were  strongly  recom- 
mended by  tbe  landlord's  praises,  and  still  more 
strongly  by  the  example  which  he  set  for  the  good  of 
hia  gneste.  The  conversation  was  very  interesting  and 
warm.  Every  one  praised  iiis  own  hounds,  horses, 
fowling-pieces,  and  huntsmen  ;  related  curious  sporting 
anecdotes  anent  hares  and  foxes  ;  and  celebrated  vic- 
tories gained  over  bears  and  wolves.  Every  one  bragged 
of  liis  own  skill  and  prowess,  particularly  in  those 
dangera  which  happened  in  the  chase.  But  Glazdooren, 
if  be  did  not  overcome  them  ail  in  ailment,  did  so 
aX  least  in  clamour,  and  came  off  n-itli  flying  coloura. 
But,  Bs  one  of  the  guests  would  by  no  means  give  in, 
maintaining  that  his  dog  was  bptter  than  Glazdooren'a 
Zalet,  it  was  resolved  that  after  dinner  tbe  cards  should 
determine  which  person  both  these  famous  dogs  should 
in  future  belong  to,  and  thereby  close  this  controversy 
for  Bver. 

On  rising  from  table,  the  guests  passed  into  another 
laifie  room,  into  which  pipes  and  coffee  were  brought. 
On  s  sudden  the  door  opened  with  a  bounce,  and  in 
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roshed  a  gang  of  male  and  femal?  ^pseys,  with  bala- 
laikax,  *  playing  and  ainging.  "  Ayee  sfajghee,  ayee 
shjgliee,  g6voree  I"  (Bnni,  burn,  but  speak  !) — 
Without  waiting  for  orders,  one  half  of  the  gipseys  fell 
a  dancing,  while  the  other  half,  forming  a  circle,  be- 
gan to  sing  a  dancing  song  with  the  accompaniment 
of  balalaikas,  shouting  and  whistling.  The  guesw 
stretched  themselves  out  upon  the  divans  f  with  their 
pipes,  praised  the  skill  of  the  dancers  and  ihe  beauty 
of  the  girls,  while  Glazdooreo  proudly  stmtt«d  sbnut 
the  .performers  and  bawled,  "  Bravo,  bravo,  bad, 
excellent,  quicket- !"  Peter  Petrfiveetch  and  Melo- 
veeden  along  with  me  went  into  the  drawiug-rooni, 
where  the  lady  of  the  house  sat  alone.  "  Pardon  my 
freedom,"  said  Veertooteen,  "  but  il  is  really  incom- 
prehensible to  me,  bow  you,  whose  education  was 
more  suited  for  a  quiet  life,  and  for  a  higher  scale  of 
society,  could  tolerate  the  corps-de-garde  tone  of  your 
guests,  and  the  boisterous  life  of  your  husband  ?" 
She  blushed,  and  after  a  short  silence  replied  :  "  It  is 
true  that  my  husband  is  rather  noisy,  but  he  is  not  a 
bad  man,  for  his  way  of  life  is  a  conseqnence  of  hia 
upbringing  and  of  bad  examples.  While  but  a  child, 
he  was  left  an  orphan  under  the  guardianship  of  his 
uncle,  who  was  pei'suadcd  tliat  a  nobleman  wanted  ni> 
more  learning  than  to  be  able  to  sign  his  name  and  be 
a  good  sportsman ;  that  not  only  the  earth  but  even 
the  heavenly  luminaries  were  made  for  the  pleasure 
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of  the  noblesse,  and  that  to  live  means  to  eat,  driak, 
and  be  merry.  One  daythe  governor  being  displeased 
with  him  when  he  had  been  appointed  to  preside  at 
an  election,  asked  him,  in  the  assembly  of  noblesae, 
*'  Tell  me,  Frol  Timophayeveetcb,  for  what  end  was 
a  head  given  to  man  ?"  "  To  wear  a  hat  and  get 
drunk,"  replied  the  wonhy  uncle  with  a  eerions  air. 
From  that  you  may  judge  what  education  my  husband 
received  under  the  care  of  such  a  guardian  and  tutur. 
An  extraordinary  occurrence  or,  properly  speaking, 
fatality  united  me  witli  Silas  Meeneetch.  You  know 
that  my  father  had  nothing  but  his  salary  to  live  upon, 
and  that  my  late  mother  herself  undertook  my  edacs- 
tion.  Ou  the  death  of  my  parents,  I  was  taken  home 
by  a  widow-aunt  of  mine,  who  loved  me  with  the 
fondness  of  a  mother.  She  was  but  indifferently  pro- 
vided for,  and  lived  after  her  husband's  death  ui  a 
small  village  of  this  district.  Her  deceased  husband 
was  owing  my  husband's  uncle  a  sura  of  money  whidi 
she  was  never  able  to  pay,  and  she  would  have  been  de- 
prived of  her  last  refuge  in  her  old  age,  if  my  husband, 
to  whom  the  bills  fell  by  inheritance,  had  chosen  to 
prosecate  her.  On  a  visit  to  my  aunt,  he  fell  in  love 
with  me,  and  offered  roe  his  hand.  I —  —  —  but 
why  sbonld  1  spin  out  the  explanation — I  married  him 
and  the  bills  were  cancelled.  As  I  was  a  peace-offer- 
ing for  my  benefactress,  I  was  happy.  Besides,  my 
husband  loves  roe,  and  it  is  my  duty  —  —  —  to 
put  Qp  patiently  with  hia  little  weaknesses.  We  have 
all  our  failings  !" 

Glazdooren  came  into  the  room.  "  Aabenka  1"  said 
c  5 
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he,  "  go  and  fetch  out  of  tlie  commode  a  couple  of 
thonaand  roubles.  We  have  been  playing  at  cftcdK, 
and  I  have  lost  a  thousand  roubles  to  Trsvleeu,  but  t« 
make  up  for  that,  I  have  won  his  famous  dog  Veekhoiy. 
He  is  quite  in  despair,  and  I  am  resolved  to  celehrat« 
this  achievement.  I  have  now  the  two  finest  bounds 
in  the  whole  of  Russia  I  now,  make  ub,  Ashenka, 
some  punch  as  strong  as  possible.  But  you,  gentle- 
men, why  are  yon  seated  like  posts,  and  why  don't 
you  make  merry  ?  Cau't  you  make  a  nic:e  little  party 
for  faro  ?  "  We  thanked  the  landlord,  and  begged 
him  to  allow  us  to  retire  for  the  night,  W^e  had  dined 
very  late,  and  lieing  wearied  with  the  day's  adventures, 
resolved  to  lie  down  and  sleep,  to  free  onrselvee  irom 
our  landlord's  officious  hospitality,  and  escape  from 
being  spectators  of  his  noisy  merriment.  We  were 
shewn  into  a  room  in  a  separate  building. 

"  Glazdooren  and  his  friends  are  penduluma  ivUdi 
check  the  movements  of  Russia  in  her  progress  towards 
refinement,"  said  Peter  Petr6veetch.  "  There  ia  one 
benefit  derived  from  their  example.  Exactly  so  u 
at  the  public  table  of  Sparta  dmnken  Helots  were 
brought  thitlier  as  a  warning  to  youth  of  tlie  folly  gf 
that  vice,  we  ought  to  take  a  lesson  from  GlazdooreB 
and  his  fraternity,  to  warn  people  who  are  not  y« 
metamorphosed  into  beasts  by  their  everlasting  sport' 
ing,  and  whose  blood  has  not  yet  become  a  quintes- 
sence ofidcohol.'' 

The  whole  night  was  passed  in  song,  noise,  and 
shouting.  When  the  gipseys  were  wearied,  Glazdoo- 
rea  ordered  his  own  huntsmen  to  sing,  and  bia   own 
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m^d-servants  and  peasant-girls  to  dance.  He  lost  that 
nigfat  some  thousands  of  roubles,  the  carriage  in  whii^h 
he  bad  promised  to  send  us  to  the  town,  and  a  team  of 
six  horses ;  but  he  was  in  excellent  humour  aud  ^irits, 
on  account  of  his  having  won  Veekhory,  and  cele- 
brated that  achievement  with  greater  eclat  than  the 
birtli  of  his  firat-bom  son.     By  sun-rise  the  house  was 

We  wished  lo  take  our  departure,  though  we  should 
not  bid  adieu  to  our  landlord  ;  but  our  hreetckka  was 
riot  ready  yet,  and  we  were  obliged  to  wait,  against 
oar  inclination.  About  mid-day  Glazdooren  awoke, 
and  we,  in  going  about  the  court-yard,  met  him  be- 
side the  stable.  With  a  hoarse  voice  he  called  us  to 
him,  and  pulled  us  vi  et  annis  into  the  stable,  where 
we  were  obliged  to  listen  to  a  lecture  concerning  the 
properdes  of  each  horse,  while  he  kissed  and  beat  with 
hie  switch  them  all  in  their  turns.  He  then  took  us 
into  the  house  to  breakfast,  where  we  found  all  the 
guests  with  pale  faces  and  red  eyes.  With  sliak- 
ing  hands  tliey  took  each  a  dram  of  coloured  vodky 
And  whet,  and  the  strength  of  the  spiiit  soon  braced 
their  weakened  nerves.  As  it  was  too  late  for  sport- 
ing that  day,  they  propped  to  have  a.  little  horse-rac- 
ing till  dinner  time.  The  liuidlurd  and  all  his  gucatu 
(except  us  three)  staked  a  hundred  roubles  each,  and 
this  sum  was  to  be  given  to  the  winner.  It  was  re- 
Holved  in  common  council,  that  whosoever  gained  the 
prize  should  after  the  race  set  agoing  a.  faro-bank.  In 
the  mean  time,  our  hreetckha  was  repaired,  and  we 
Bet  off  without  waiting  for  dinner,  which  was  not  ready 


36  IVAN  VEJEEGHEN. 

at  the  appointed  time  ;  owing  to  the  cook  having  been 
a  perfornier  in  the  donieBtic  choir,  and  haTiog  moiaten- 
eil  his  throat  with  little  consideration,  he  was  hardly 
able  to  stand  on  his  legs  in  the  morning.  On  resnra- 
ing  his  work  of  cooking,  his  head  waa  so  mnddleil 
that  he  had  pnt  into  one  pot  what  should  have  been 
put  into  another  ;  be  spoiled,  burned,  and  bungled  the 
whole  mess,  and  for  that  was  put  under  arrest  into  the 
cow-house,  while  the  housekeeper  had  to  make  ready 
another  dinner. 

On  our  return  to  the  town  we  learned  from  our 
landlord,  that  the  man  of  office  who  bad  come  from 
Petersburgh,  had  moved  heaven  and  earth  to  find  Bome 
pretence  for  procuring  the  Capitan  Eespravnik'g  dis- 
mission from  the  aerrice,  a  secret  complaint  having 
been  lodged  against  him  by  the  steward  of  a  person  of 
distinction.  Tlje  equitable  Michael  Ivanoveetch  had 
punished  this  steward  for  raiding  illegal  imposts  on  the 
peasants  under  his  charge.  But  the  Capitan  EespraV' 
nik's  papera  were  found  all  in  order.  The  man  of 
office,  on  leaving  the  court,  lieingquiteout  of  humour 
that  he  hod  been  unable  to  make  ajob  of  it,  asked  the 
crowd  of  townsmen  who  were  gathered  about  the  door, 
"  Are  you  satisfied  with  your  magistrates  ?"  "  No," 
replied  the  mob  ;  "  The  police  injures  us."  "  Wh« 
does  it  to  you  ?  "     "  It  enforces  cleanliness." 

The  man  of  office  could  not  help  laughing  at  ihJ* 
complMnt  against  the  police.  Seeing  at  last  that  ha 
could  make  nothing  by  accusing  the  Capitan  En- 
pravnik,  he,  having  no  alternative,  took  his  side  and 
laid  the  blame  upon  the  steward  ;  for  necessity  required 
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tliat  in  proof  of  Lis  zeal,  he  Hhould  find  out  who  was 
to  blame ;  otherwise  there  would  be  no  end  to  the 
aifair.  The  man  of  office  then  suddenly  changed  his 
mind,  and  behnyed  with  extreme  politeneaa  to  all, 
even  to  his  own  landlord  the  merchant.  The  C'apitan 
Eespravnik'a  friends  undertook  to  reimburse  lum  for 
his  travelling  expenses,  of  wlilch  he  complained  in  a 
very  moving  tone,  representing  at  the  same  time  his 
income  as  very  insufficient.  But  all  this  was  kept  se- 
cret from  the  Capitan  Eespravnik,  who,  if  he  had 
known  of  the  intention  of  liL^  triends,  would  have 
probably  quarrelled  with  them,  and  perhaps  come  to 
words  with  the  man  of  office. 

Kext  morning  the  Capit/in  Eespravnik  called  upon 
us,  and  brought  us  our  passports  and  post-order  for 
Moscow,  aud  me  ray  money.  We  embraced  the 
worthy  Shtweekoff,  who  was  on  his  part  extremely 
^lad  that  the  affair  had  ended  prosperously.  One  thing 
disturbed  me.  I  had  written  several  times  to  ray  aunt 
without  receiving  any  answer.  Melanclioly  forebod- 
ings pressed  upon  my  heart,  and  it  was  only  in  the 
friendship  of  the  kind  Meloveeden  that  I  could  find 
relief.  At  last,  after  taking  leave  of  the  Capitan 
Eespravnik,  Peter  Petroveetch,  the  priest  and  our 
landlord,  and  writing  a  letter  of  adieu  to  tlie  respect- 
able Mr.  Rossiyanfenoff,  we  set  off  for  Moscow  with 
post  horses,  in  a  carriage  bought  by  us,  while  the 
goods  were  forwarded  by  carriers. 


On  the  roaJ  the  most  imsocial  people  become  intimW 
with  their  fl«rvanta.  I  and  Meloveedeo,  besides,  con- 
aidered  PetrofF  more  in  the  light  of  a  fellow  aufferer 
in  our  common  misfortunea  than  as  a  Hervant,  and  be- 
haved to  him  with  great  kindness  and  affection.  "Where 
were  you  Lorn,  Petroff  ?"  Meloveeden  asked  him 
one  day. — "  In  the  Polish  Ukraine,"  replied  he.  "1 
wddM  never  have  guessed  that  you  came  from  that 
country,"  replied  Meloveeden.  "  You  have  the  real 
Great-mssian  accent."  "  That  ia  owing',  ymir  honour, 
to  my  apprenticeship  with  a  wig-maker  in  Petersburgbt 
and  entering  the  service  early."  "  And  so  you  an 
one  of  the  dvoraavey*  class  ?"  "  Yes  Sir."  "  Whtt 
waa  your  Pan's  name  ?"  "  I  was  a  serf  of  s  lidi 
Ruaman  lady  who  had  been  long  settled  in  the  Ukraine." 
"  How  did  you  come  to  be  a  soldier  ?"  "  I  Hludltdl 
you  if  you  wish  it."  "  Tell  us  then."  "  My  folber 
waa  one  of  the  honse-cossacks  P"  "  What  does  thn 
mean  ?"  inquired  I.     "  The  rich  proprietors  in  lite 

"  The  household  aerfa  :  diiaroavcy  rncaos  lilerally,  of  or  b«- 
longing  to  tbe  court-yard,  a  itation  whicb  appeals  10  have  ban 
»1)Dtled,  in  da^s  of  yore,  to  the  higher  bi  well  as  th?  loan 
order  of  dependants. 
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Polish  Ukraine  are  iu  the  pradice  of  clothing  some 
of  their  dvorocmey  people  in  the  Cossack  costume^  imd 
employing  the^  for  ramun^  ermnds,  making  inquisi- 
tions^ perforining  execQti(Hi8»  &c  Our  lady  had  a 
troop  of  filty  cofisacks^  tmder  the  command  of  my  fa- 
ther, who  had  th^  title  of  Asa/vool  or  Captain.  These 
honse-cossacks  are  accoutred^  onr  old  people  sJety,  ex- 
actly in  the  same  style  as  were  in  former  timeis  the 
Malo-nissianisoldieora,  wearing  wide  Turkish  trowsers^ 
a  jacket,  and  a  sheepskm  cap.  The  cossacks  shave  the 
head  and  wear  a  long  qnen  from  the  crown,  which  they 
plait  behind  the  ear  i.  this  lock  of  hair  they  call  o^le* 
detz.  They  also  shave  thdr  beard,  but  leave  long 
mnstachios.  For  the  honse-cossacks,  it  is  generally 
the  most  active  and  handsome  youths  who  are  pre* 
ferred.  Notwithstanding  that  it  is  prohibited,  they 
sometimes  arm  liiem  with  lances,  sabres,  pistols,  and 
always  with  nagaik'as**  The  large  estates  belonging 
to  my  lady  were  all  let  out  to  difiEbrent  small  pro- 
prietors, while  the  kaartehnuu  and  drmking  shops  in 
the  market-towns  were  fanned  by  the  Jews.  The 
Ukrainesmen  are  a  good^,  but  obstinate  people.  The 
Ukraine  peasant  does  not  submit  to  injuries  so  pa- 
tiently as  he  of  Lithuania  or  Byalo-hissia.  On  my 
lady's  estates,  the  peasants  frequently  x)pposed  the 
despotic  government  of  the  farmers  and  their  stewards^ 
and  the  cossacks  had  always  work  and  a  livelihood,  in 
the  pacification  of  the  disobedient,  and  in  executionBy 
that  is  to  say  free  quarters  at  the  e^^ense  of  the  pea- 

*  A  heavy  whip  with  a  piece  of  lead  plaited  into  the  end  of  it. 
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santa,  as  a  punishment  for  disobedience.  The  coasacks 
had  also  to  dnn  the  Jews  for  their  arrears.  If  my  fa.- 
ther  had  been  fragal,  he  might  have  acquired  for  him- 
eelf  a  tolerably  large  capital,  as  his  comrades  did,  many 
of  whom  bought  their  freedom,  and  their  children 
having  been  taught  to  read  and  write,  call  tbemselrea 
sMyakhtitches,  when  they  live  at  some  distance  from 
the  place  of  their  birth.  I  met  with  many  of  the  com- 
panions of  my  childhood  in  Peterebnrgh  :  the  greater 
part  of  them  were  employed  bb  solicitors  in  law  matters, 
and  they  live  like  Pans.  But  unfortunately  my  father 
was  passionately  attached  to  card-playing,  and  all  tbal 
he  had  wrung  in  the  course  of  a  whole  year,  he 
would  spend  at  Kief-fair,  which  he  used  to  frequent  on 
his  mistress's  buHinesa,  being  sent  as  a  guard  upon 
the  cash'box.  My  father  had  five  sons.  The  Udy 
selected  me  with  half  a  hundred  other  boys  to  be  sent 
to  Petersbui^h  as  apprentices  to  different  trades. 

"  The  steward,  who  took  us  to  Petershui^h,  wiai 
fi-iend  of  my  father,  and  on  that  account  put  uie  to  learo 
a  light  trade,  which  would  also  give  me  an  opportunity 
of  ingratiating  myself  with  my  masters  and  mietresses. 
In  my  new  master's  shop  I  learned  roguery  and  cheat* 
ing,  of  which  1  had  no  conception  before.  IMy  father 
sent  orders  to  have  me  taught  reading  and  writing  on 
his  own  account ;  bnt  I  liked  cards  better  than  book«, 
and  assisted  my  comrades  to  cheat  our  master,  inordrr 
to  have  the  means  of  gambling  whole  nights  rujuiing. 
Five  years  soon  passed  away,  and  I  was  ordered  hom«. 
I  had  to  undergo  a  probation  in  the  presence  of  ny 
lady,  and  dress  the  hair  of  one  of  the  diambenuuda 
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in  tbe  newest  fashion.  But  I  knew  better  how  to  play 
at  '  the  tliree  leaves',*  or  '  the  little  eagle,'*  than  to 
curl  hair  and  form  it  into  tresees.  I  burned  with  the 
curling  tongs  the  girl's  forehead,  and  spoiled  her  pretty 
curls.  The  lady  gave  me  a  brace  of  cuil'a  and  sent  me 
U>  the  back-yard  to  wait  further  orders. 

"  My  lady  had  not  only  chests  but  whole  barrels 
full  of  silver  ;  notwithstanding  which  she  never  let  slip 
any  opportunity  of  making  a  kopeek,  and  did  not 
spend  the  himdredth  part  of  her  immense  income. — 
Although  the  cotirt-yard  was  quite  full  of  people,  and 
there  also  sat  at  their  mistresB's  table  a  number  of  ser- 
vants who  were  sh/^akktitches  or  relations,  the  lady 
knew  how  to  feed  them  all  at  the  least  possible  ex- 
pence.  Provisions  in  our  part  of  the  eomitry  are  very 
cheap,  and  every  thing  whicli  was  required  for  their 
mistress's  table  in  the  shape  of  fowls,  geeae,  turkeys, 
butter,  eggs,  mushrooms,  &c.  was  furnished  by  the 
peasants  by  way  of  taxes,  but  under  the  name  of  gifts. 
The  wines,  sugar,  tea,  coifee,  and  kitchen  groceries, 
were  also  never  bought  by  our  lady  :  the  Jews  had  to 
furnish  that,  when  they  got  any  lease  of  kartckmas  or 
drinking  shops.  Out  lady  wa«  engt^ed  in  nothing  but 
receiving  and  counting  money,  chequing  accounts,  and 
examining  her  chests.  She  took  a  particular  pleasure 
in  receiving  e^s  from  the  country  women.  For  this 
purpose  she  had  a  particular  measure,  a  wooden  bottom- 
less cup,  through  which  she  passed  the  eggs  into  a  tub 

*  Gamei  at  cards  played  bj  tbe  commcm  people. 
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If  the  e^gdid  not  fill  the  meaBvire,  Uia 
peasant  woman  had  to  give  another  to  boot. 

"  Of  t)ie  imposts  and  incomes  of  different  Borta  from 
ike  property,  part  of  which  I  do  not  recollect  and  part 
do  not  know,  one  waa  a.  contrivance  of  onr  lady  her- 
aelf,  and  bron^ht  her  in  a  great  deal  of  money.  Every 
peasant's  court-yard  had  to  produce  once  a-year  ■ 
horse's  tail,  and  every  peasant  girl  had  at  least  once  m 
her  life  to  cut  her  lockB  and  give  them  to  her  lady^- 
The  horaea'  tails  were  bought  tiy  Russian  merchaots, 
but  the  human  hair  was  sent  by  a,  man  to  Moscow  and 
Petereburgh,  for  sale  to  the  wig-makers,  for  w^ 
necklaces,  and  felse  cuiis.  As  my  mistress  knew  of 
no  other  fault  which  I  possessed  but  my  nnskilfnlnesa 
in  fashionable  hair-dressiug,  in  a  short  time  I  was  em- 
ployed to  shear  these  two-le 
hair  to  the  capitals.  Por  son 
office  pretty  decently,  but  on 
lers  and  lost  three  poods*  of  the  very  best  hair,  among 
which  was  a  whole  pood  of  red  which  waa  then  in 
vi^ue.  Not  daring  to  return  to  my  mistress,  1  sknllced 
about  a  long  time  in  Petersburgh,  but  at  last  fell  ioto 
the  bands  of  tiie  police,  as  a  person  without  a  passport, 
and  was  sent  to  my  mistress. 

"  At  that  time  there  was  alevy  of  recruits,  andlwu 
sent  for  a  soldier.  The  service  has  cured  me  of  my 
evil  propensities,  and  maturer  years  have  ripened  my 
power  of  reflection.     After  serving  ten  years  credit 


rged  shee))  and  take  the 
e  years  1  performed  that 
e  day  fell  in  with  gamb- 


*  AjwoJia-IOthRuBsiaiiBeigtit,  oi  3Gtb  English. 
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ably,  I  was  promoted  to  be  a  non-commisaioned  officer. 
Onr  re^ment  v/an  stationed  on  the  linn  of  the  Canctuus, 
where,  in  an  action  with  the  monntaineera,  I  received 
a  severe  wound,  and  was  diamissed  the  service.  I 
thought  of  goin^  to  Moscow,  and  taking;  np  the  trade 
of  a  boot-malier,  which  I  had  learned  intho  service.  At 
ihe  lyiakariefT  fmr,  a  Bukbarian  merchant  engaged  me 
in  his  service,  promising  me  mountains  of  gold,  and  on 
otu'  arrival  at  Bokhara,  sold  me  ta  a  slave  to  an  Ooz- 
bek,  or  nobleman  of  that  country.  I  was  obliged  to 
work  in  the  fields  like  a  horse  in  the  hottest  weather. 
I  wBH  beaten  with  sticks  when  fatigue  overpowered  me, 
and  fed  worse  than  any  domestic  animal.  At  last  I 
grew  ill  from  starvation  and  exhaustion,  and  my  mas- 
ter gave  me  in  exchange  for  a  bullock  to  another 
mercbant,  who,  upon  my  recovery,  took  me  with 
him  for  the  purpose  of  driving  camels  in  the  Kirghee> 
zian  steppe.  I  had  been  with  several  caravans  destined 
for  Russia  before  my  change  of  fate,  but  the  Bukbari- 
an merchante  leave  their  Russian  prisoners  in  the 
tteppe  with  their  Kirgheezian  acquaintances,  and  take 
them  back  with  them  on  their  retnm  to  Bokhara. — . 
Owing  to  this  it  is  very  diflicult  to  save  one's  self  by 
flight,  and  I  would  probably  have  ended  my  days 
Smongst  these  infidels,  if  they  had  not  fortunatoiy  | 
qnsrrelled  among  themselves,  like  dogs  for  a  bone,  and. 
if  Ids  honour,  Ivan  Ivanoveetch,  had  not  been  anio 
the  Kirgheez.  It  is  true  there  are  every  where  gooft  | 
and  bad  people,  and  in  Bukharia  I  have  seen  good 
masters,  while  in  our  country  I  have  seen  masters  who 
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are  no  better  tlian  any  Oozbek.  But  deatti  will  mgkc 
all  slike,  and  tlien  the  roll-calts  and  examinations  ml) 
follow  regularly  :  gome  wiU  have  gotd-lace  *  and  some 
the  stocks.  He  who  has  gone  through  all  the  hard- 
ahipB  uf  a  campaign  knows  the  emptineas  of  the  world 
On  the  bivouacs  the  same  quantity  of  wood  wtiicii 
warms  a  soldier  wanna  a  general,  and  no  more  ground 
than  a  man's  length  is  required  for  sleeping.  Wfaetlia 
it  be  dry  black  bread  which  is  in  the  stomach,  or » 
dainty  tart,  it  is  all  the  same,  provided  a  man  bare 
enough ;  but  when  it  comes  to  the  parting  of  tlie 
leaden  nuts,  all  have  an  equal  share.  The  main  vSfvi 
is  to  have  a  clear  conscience,  a  healthy  constitution— 
yes,  and  a  passport  in  your  bosom.  There  is  plenty 
of  bread  and  work  in  BusBia." 

At  last  we  f.aw  the  steeples  of  Moscow,  and  els' 
braced  e&eh  other  in  silence.  I  was,  as  it  were,  ini 
fever ;  and  when  the  barrier  arose  before  us,  the  tem 
trickled  from  my  eyes.  We  aliglited  at  a.  tavern,  and, 
as  it  was  not  yet  veiy  late,  each  of  ns,hiriiigadro9hky> 
went  in  search  of  our  friends.  Meloveeden  burned  vnA 
impatience  to  learn  what  bad  become  of  his  wife,  il« 
Count  and  CotmtessTzeeterecn,  and  his  uncle.  I  went 
in  search  of  my  aunt.  At  ber  former  lodgings  nobody 
-  knew  whither  she  had  removed,  or  what  hadbecomeot 
her.  I  also  did  not  find  Vorovaateen  in  his  old  lodgings. 
His  landlord  told  me  that  Vorovaateen,  on  his  return 
from  Orenburg,  sold  all  bis  effects,  and  left  Moscow  no 
body  knew  whither.     He  advised  me  to  inquire  at  lb* 

■  Trimmings  of  galloon  are  assigned  as  rewards  to  llie  Bui- 
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police  about  my  aunt.  I  letvned  in  ray  lav  i 
and  f onnd  MeloTeeden  in  stin  lower.  Tke  C4 
Countess  Tzeetereen  were  dead  ;  tlieir  soiiy  die 
tain,  whom  he  siqipoaed  to  be  kiDed,  waa  cbIt 
severely  woimded,  had  recorered,  and  aocceeded  to 
his  parents'  property.  Of  his  wife,  ^Uoreedencoald 
get  no  inteUigence,  except  that  she  did  not  letBiB  to 
Moscow.  His  nnde  had  at  last  letiied  froaa  the  ser- 
vice, and  ceased  to  sobecrihe,  **  FaiAfmShf  e/sfpitd 
from  the  original^  and  settled  in  Kief  widi  his  howt 
keeper,  who  was  as  nmdb  attached  to  him  as  a  Hwwic 
distemper.  Her  daughter  had  manied  one  €if  tiwiae 
husbands  who  spend  their  yooth  in  himling  iar  bridss 
among  the  elevees  of  rich  people,  or  the  honsdkeep- 
ers  of  old  bachekm.  Meloveeden  had  not  a  kopeck 
in  the  world,  nor  any  hopes  €if  moBey  to  cobku  I 
made  him  an  offer  of  my  parse,  and  iar  the 
gave  him  a  hundred  ducats.  That  was  aoai 
tion  to  his  grief.  Next  day  I  wtaH  to  the  head 
ters  of  the  poboe,  and  found  one  €if  die  fptmtUwmm  m 
that  office  wiio  undertook  to  inquire  after  my  wnt^n 
residence.  Orders  were  sent  to  all  the  oreneen  of 
police  to  give  notice  whether  Madam  fiaritono  Itred 
in  their  district.  RqKirts  were  sent  in  froaa  all  tW 
police  offices,  ^  that,  in  such  a  waord^  the  said  fiarv 
tono  has  no  residence."  Next  day,  after  wc<iriwf 
these  reports,  a  valet  de  plaee^  whom  1  aiio  caspkiyed 
to  seek  for  my  aunt,  acquainted  me  dot  she  Itred 
within  twenty  paces  of  the  tavern  uiiere  I  lodfced,  m.  s 
house  belonging  to  the  police-ov(»«eer  s  wi6s,  and  aA^ 
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joining  to  the  very  Louse  of  tlie  police-inspector,  wbo 
had  tlrawn  up  a  report  for  his  district,  that  IVIadiin 
Baritono  did  not  live  tliere. 

I  flew  to  my  aunt.  Up  a  diny  stair-case  I  went 
into  the  gallery,  or,  properly  ape^ng,  under  the  sljeil 
of  a  second  floor,  and  could  hardly  jjfrope  my  way  lo 
the  end  of  it  for  barrels,  tuba,  buckets,  and  iron  Bid 
eartlken  pots.  I  opened  a  door  which  led  into  a  dark 
kitchen  ;  a  tattered  old  woman  looked  upon  me  nilh 
astonishment,  and  made  a  low  obeisance  to  me.  "  Does 
Adelaida  Petrdviia  Baritono  live  here  ?"  "  Here  ous- 
ter I"  My  heart  palpitated,  my  limbs  shook  :  I  open- 
ed the  door  into  the  room.  My  God  !  what  a  spec- 
tacle I  In  a  smalt  cell  with  a  single  window,  on  a  diitj' 
bed,  lay  a  woman  with  a  swelled  iace,  covered  mtb 
red  spots.  An  oUl  cloak  was  thrown  over  her,  ani 
her  head  was  bound  up  with  a  handkerchief  which  hi 
lost  its  colour.  She  looked  at  me  with  unmoved  eyes 
rsised  herself,  opened  her  mouth  in  order  to  eij 
something,  and  was  silent.  "  Is  that  you,  aunt?" 
exclaimed  I,  and  threw  myself  about  her  ;  hut  she  iell 
dowii  on  her  pUlow  and  shut  her  eyes.  A  tremor  dif- 
fused itself  over  her,  a  cold  sweat  came  upon  her  bee, 
aad  her  mouth  distorted  itself  from  neiTous  agitatian, 
I  thought  she  was  dying,  and  in  despair  did  not  knov 
what  to  do.  The  faiel  de  place  was  with  me,  wIU^ 
ii^  in  the  gallery.  I  ran  to  him,  ordered  him  imme- 
diately lo  call  a  doctor,  and  returned  to  assist  niy  annt 
The  old  cook  in.  the  meantime  ran  to  her  neighbour 
the  Kvartalny  Nadzeeratl's*  wife,  who  came  itnoie- 
*  Pollce-iiiBpector: 
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diately  with  a  smelling  bottle,  and  by  her  exertions' 
brought  my  amit  to  her  senses.  A  copious  flow  of 
tears  ensued,  and  that  relieved  her  heart.  ^'  Vanya," 
said  she  at  last ;  '^  and  so  you  have  not  forgotten  me  I" 
I  answered  only  with  my  tears.  ^^  I  thank  thee,  O 
Lord,  that  thou  hast  permitted  me  once  more  in  my 
life  to  press  to  my  heart  him  who  is  the  dearest  to  me 
of  all  in  the  world,"  said  my  aunt.  "  Good  Vanya, 
you  have  found  me  in  poverty  and  disease :  I  have 
deserved  it,  and  do  not  blame  Providence.  He  has 
been  kind  to  me  in  restoring  me  you.  I  shall  now 
die  in  peace  I" 

The  worthy  neighbours  left  us,  and  I,  on  coming  a 
little  to  myself,  cast  my  eyes  around  this  receptacle 
of  poverty.  Tlie  walls  of  the  cell  were  as  black  as  a 
smithy.  The  window  was  composed  of  fragments  of 
different  sorts  of  glass,  and  was  in  some  places  patched 
up  with  sugar-loaf  paper.  A  fir  table,  two  chairs, 
and  a  small  chest,  formed  all  the  furniture.  A  lamp 
burned  in  a  comer  before  a  sacred  picture.  On  the 
window  stood  an  earthen  tea-pot  without  a  lid,  a  white 
earthen  cup,  a  tumbler,  a  pitcher  containing  drink, 
and  a  tallow  candle  stuck  into  a  bottle.  After  look-* 
ing  at  all  the  property,  I  pressed  my  aunt  to  my  bo« 
som.  I  do  not  recollect  what  I  said,  but  I  wept  bit* 
terly.  At  last,  being  a  little  quieted,  I  went  to  look 
out  for  her  a  fit  lo<lging,  leaving  with  her  my  pocket- 
book,  with  money  to  pay  the  doctor  and  for  medicines. 

The  same  evening  my  aimt  was  removed  into  a  clean 
and  well  famished  suit  of  rooms,  and  found  in  commodes 
every  thing  necessary  for  her  immediate  wants,  besides 
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a,  clean  bed,  coukmg  utensils,  a  table-service,  Bilver- 
plate,  and  an  active  maiil-Bervent  W  wait  apun  her,  a 
skilful  cook,  and  a  clever  footman.  I  remained  in  tbe 
meantime  iu  the  lavem  with  Meloveedeu,  who  pani- 
cipaled  in  my  juy,  and  took  the  task  upon  himself  of 
seeldng  out  aad  fumishing-  the  rooms,  an  well  as  buying 
every  thing  wanted  (of  course  at  my  expense,)  for 
my  aunt.  He  wns  a  thorough  master  of  tl^t,  having 
mined  himself  several  times  and  aet  up  again. 

In  a  fortnight  my  amit  I'ecuvered  trom  her  illncst^ 
and  the  pbyBicianH  declared  that  the  danger  was  averi 
She  was  even  able  lo  go  about  the  room.  I  did  uot 
thooBG  to  relate  my  adventures  to  her,  for  fear  of  doing 
her  harm  by  bringing;  on  fresh  agitation  upon  her  feet- 
ii^s.  At  lost  when  her  strength  was  recovered,  I  re- 
lated to  her  every  thing  which  had  happened  to  me 
after  my  departure  from  Moscow,  and  concluded  my 
relation  with  a  request  that  she  woul<l  explain  to  me 
the  cause  of  the  questions  and  Huspicions  of  Voranift- 
teen  regarding  my  &tfaer,  and  the  persecution  of  i1m 
unknown  Countess.  ISIy  aunt  mused  a  little,  aod  it 
last  threw  herself  about  my  neck  and  wept.  '•  Vauya," 
said  ahe,  "  I  wisli  to  lay  open  to  you  my  soul,  in  wbid 
lies  bid  the  secret  uf  my  whole  life.  Look  not  ilown 
upon  me,  but  pity  one  who  has  been  unfortunate.  I 
am  the  victim  of  thoughtlessnesB  and  vanity.  Listen ! 
"  You  do  not  perhaps  know  tliat  in  Byalo-meeii 
there  are  many  villages  or  Slob6ds  wluch  arc  inhabited 
by  people  from  different  parts  of  Russia,  mostly  of  ibe 
sect  of  Old-bellevera,  who  had  retired  thither  wbai 
it  formed  a  part  of  Poland,  to  escape  iroin  penecn- 
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ssian  Stobod  about 
ten  versM  distant  from  the  estate  of  Mr.  Gologor- 
(loflsky.  In  that  Slvbofl  lived  an  opulent  peasant  named 
Peter  Sevastianoff,  suniamed  Knitog61ovy,  who,  by 
tnuling  in  linen,  flax,  and  bristles,  and  following  the 
profession  of  a  carrier,  had  acquired  a  decent  compe- 
tency. He  was  a.  widower,  and  his  sister  Axeenytt 
mana^red  bis  houBC.  He  had  two  children,  a  daughtar 
Doouya,  aged  sixteen,  and  a  son  Vaseely,  nineteen 
yesjs  of  age.     This  Doonya  was— myself  I" 

'■  How,  yon,  aunt  I"  exclaimed  1  in  astonishment ; 
"  with  snch  an  edncation  and  such  an  address  1     It  is 

hard  to   believe  that And  bo  I  belong  to   ] 

a   peasant-family,"    added   I,    blushing,    and    casting, 
down  my  eyes.     "  But  I  am  yonr  nephew  by  a  sister, 
and  you   say  that   you  lia<l  no  sister.      How  can   that 
be  ?"     "  Be  patient  and  bear  me  out,"  said  my; 
"  and  be  not  ashamed   of  your  origin.     We   have  no   I 
choice  of  our  parents  ;  but  it   depends   upon  yoursetf  I 
to  ennoble  your  hirtb.    Hear  nie  out  patiently  to  tha 
end  of  my  story,  and  then  say  and  do  wliat  you  please*' 

"  In  01U"  neighbourhood  was  (luartered  a  Hussar  re-  1 
giment,  of  which  a  squadron  lay  in  our  village,  which'  1 
was  commanded  by  Prince  Meeloslaveky  as  captain. 
He  was  fresh  from  the  guards,  and  astonished  not 
only  us  but  even  the  neighbouring  gentry,  by  the'  J 
richness  of  his  equipages,  the  beauty  of  his  horset,'  j 
and  the  amount  of  his  expenses.     The  prince  was  a 
handsome  youth  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  affable  1 
to  all,  of  an  amorous  temperament  and  given  to  gal- 
lantry.    He  made  all  the  young  women  of  the  village  I 
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presents  of  ribbands,  beads,  and  Bweetmeats,  boweil 
tu  tbem  all  politely,  pl&yed  at  t]ie  Khoroeddee,*  treated 
tlie  peasants  to  vodky,  and  ptud  for  all  in  ready  money. 
He  was  loved  by  all  in  the  village,  old  as  well  as  youn^. 
I  was  the  only  one  to  whom  lie  made  no  prosents  and 
never  spoke.  I  was  timorous,  and  the  Prince  Kf- 
peared  not  so  free  with  me  alone.  Every  day  he  rode 
or  walkeil  past  my  winilows,  alighted  purposely  trum 
his  horse,  sb  if  it  were  to  arrange  something,  or  stopped 
apparently  to  speak  with  my  father,  hut  really  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  ogling  nie.  However  simple  comitry 
girls  may  be,  they  are  not  so  dull  but  they  can  read 
ui  the  eyes  of  a  lover  as  if  it  were  in  a  book,  and  ex- 
perience is  not  wanted  before  a  girl  can  gness  witib 
what  intention  men  gaze  at  her.  I  had  no  dotibt  bnt 
the  Prince  rode  und  walked  past  our  house  for  the  ao\t 
purpose  of  seeing  me,  and  if  I  left  tlie  window  and  hid 
myself  beliiad  the  gate,  he  would  turn  twenty  times 
beside  our  house  iu  order  only  to  have  a  glance  at  me. 
But  I  was  quit«  chagrined  that,  notwithstanding  hia 
affability  to  others,  he  never  spoke  a  word  to  me.  To 
tell  the  truth,  I  did  not  understand  then  what  was  ^ 
meaning  of  love,  but  it  put  me  in  good  spirits  when  1 
looked  on  the  Prince,  and  I  was  much  out  of  hmntmr 
when  I  did  not  see  him  for  some  days  or  even  fbr  a 
single  morning.  I  frequently  dreamed  that  I  saw  him 
with  his  fair  face  and  black  mustachios,  and  when  it 
liappened  in  my  dream  that  he  kissed  me,  which  1 
much  desired,  1  was  all  tlie  following  day  cheerful  ud 

*  Ijimilai  lu  (he  aid  Scati;!i  buliter-daiin. 
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contented.  In  our  villa|re  tltere  were  many  liandHome 
and  i^eeable  youths,  but  all  tlieir  faces  appeared  to 
me  intolerable,  and  I  found  pleasure  only  in  coultm- 
plating  two  fiicea,  viz.  my  own  in  my  little  looking- 
^lasa,  and  that  of  tile  Prince.  It  was  not  my  littla 
iooking-g-lasB  alone  which  told  me  that  I  was  a  beauty. 
All  our  young  peasants,  all  the  officei-a  and  landhold- 
ers' sonN  who  put  up  at  our  house  when  they  chanced 
to  be  hunting,  repeated  lo  me  one  and  the  snme  thing, 
and  for  fifty  versts  round  I  waa  known  under  the  name 
of  "  the  pretty  peasant  girl." 

"  My  falher  was  very  strict  and  harsh  in  his  beharionr 
towards  me;  ho  was  a  zealous  old-believer,  and  would 
have  turned  me  out  of  doors  if  he  had  known  that  I 
looked  on  a  man  who  did  not  belong  to  his  sect.  He 
repeated  that  to  me  several  times.  The  priuce  knew 
of  my  father  B  strictiiei^s  and  his  inveterate  pi-ejudices, 
and  on  that  account  avoided  meeting  ine,  contenting 
himself  witli  tender  looks.  About  half  a  year  passed 
on  in  this  way  ;  the  Prince  left  all  his  ac4]uaintances, 
all  his  employments,  and  secluded  himself  in  the  vil- 
lage, finding  no  other  earthly  pleasure  but  that  of  see- 
ing me  several  times  in  the  course  of  the  day,  on  the 
street  or  through  the  window.  My  thoughts  were  also 
entirely  upon  the  Prince,  and  his  image  hovered  con- 
tinually before  my  eyes  day  and  night.  Summer  ar- 
rived. My  father  went  to  the  town  in  the  way  uf  bu- 
siness, an<l  I  remaining  under  the  Inspection  of  my 
aunt,  asked  permission  one  day  to  go  with  my  com- 
panions to  the  wood  for  berries.  We  separated  ia  the 
n'oo<l,  and  I,  singing  a  mournful  song  and  thinking  of 
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file  Prince,  was  plucking  berries,  wheo,  on  a  sudden, 
I  lieHTil  a  rustling  among  the  bushes  ;  I  sighed  for  fear, 
and  wished  to  run  away ;  the  branches  opened,  the 
Prince  appeared,  and  I  invoiuntarily  kept  my  place ! 
"  My  dear  Doonya,  I  love  thee  I"  said  the  Prince  on 
coming  up  to  me.  1  was  silent,  stood  motiouless,  but 
was  sensible  that  my  knees  shook,  and  that  my  cheeks 
were  burning.  "  Doonya,  I  shall  die  if  you  will  nol 
love  me  !"  I  still  kepi  silenc*.  "  Yes,  look  at  me," 
sai<l  the  Prince.  I  lifted  my  eyes,  looked  at  him,aud 
was  obliged  to  wipe  them  with  my  sleeve,  perceiving 
tliat  they  were  full  of  tears.  The  Prince  took  me  ly 
the  hand,  neated  me  beside  him  on  the  trunk  of  a  Dee, 
and  entered  into  a  conversation  with  me.  The  hui<l 
which  was  held  by  the  Piince  sent  vibrations  throng 
all  my  frame,  and  my  heart  heat  so  strongly  Uat  J 
heard  its  palpitations,  and  felt  as  if  I  was  in  a  fever. 
The  Prince  spoke  a  long  time  to  me,  aod  caresseil 
me,  and  at  last,  when  he  ventured  to  kiss  me,  mr 
eyes  lost  their  power  of  Heeing.  1  thought  I  wonid 
die  on  the  spot  from  agitation,  and  threw  myself  into 
the  Prince's  anna.     -     .     .     . 

"We  did  not  long  enjoyour  forgetfulness;  days  passed 
on,  and  with  them  expired  onr  joy.  I  soon  perceived 
that  nature  designetl  me  for  a  mother,  and  almost  it 
the  same  time,  the  regiment  received  orders  to  inardl 
against  the  Turks.  Where  was  I  to  hide  my  shame? 
How  escape  my  father's  strictness  ? 

•'  In  one  day,  without  warning,  the  whole  village 
leareed  with  astonishment  that  the  pretty  Doonya  htd 
disappeared  from  her  father's  house.     1  behaved  ray- 
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self  HO  caationsly,  that  no  one  HUHpected  me  of  vc 
lantary  flight.  The  news  were  also  spread,  as  if  I 
Iiaii  heen  carried  away  hy  force  and  murdered,  Sua- 
picions  fell  on  the  Prince,  and  on  many  of  the  neigh- 
bouring landholders.  My  father  did  not  search  fur 
me,  and  other  people  talked  about  it  for  a  while,  and 
then  dropped  it. 

**  Fifty  versts  from  our  village,  in  a  secluded  place 
in  the  middle  of  a.  wood,  was  a  kartchma.  In  the 
neighbouring  town,  the  Jew  who  kept  that  kartchma. 
was  recommended  to  the  Prince,  as  an  lionest,  discreet, 
and  serviceable  man,  who  might  be  depended  upon 
for  every  thing.  The  Prince  deposited  me  there, 
appointing  to  take  care  of  me  an  old  woman  who  called 
herself  a  mid-wife ;  gave  me  a  casket  of  jewels  be- 
longing to  him,  and  amongst  them  two  miniatures  of 
himself  which  you  have  seen  with  me,  and  ten  thousand 
roubles  in  bank-notea.  The  Prince  ordered  me,  as 
soon  as  I  should  recover  after  my  lying  in,  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  child  to  Moscow  and  wait  his  return, 
leaving  me  his  address  in  the  parish  of  John  the  fore- 
runner, in  the  Kretchetneekee.* 

"  The  prince  went  to  join  his  regiment,  promising 
Rolemnly  to  provide  for  my  future  happiness,  and  for- 
bidduig  nie  to  forsake  the  child.  On  parting  from  the 
Prince,  I  thought  I  should  part  with  life  itself. 

"  1  had  a  room  for  myself  in  a  retired  part  of  tho 
house.  The  woman  appomted  to  take  care  of  me 
had  a  closet  adjoining.     The  whole  of  the  Jew's  fa- 
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mily  paid  me  the  greatest  attention.  The  landlord 
himself  passed  for  a  doctor,  and  practised  among  the 
small  country-gentry  of  the  neighbourhood.  At  last 
I  brought  a  son  into  the  world —  —  —  Vanya  I 
You  are  my  son,  and  Prince  Meeloslavsky's  !" 

I  started  from  my  chair. "  How  I     You  my 

mother  I"  exclaimed  I,  with  strong  agitation  offerings. 
My  mother  sat  without  moving,  and  covering  her  face 
with  her  hands,  wept.  I  threw  myself  into  her  arms, 
and  we  mingled  our  tears  together. 

"  My  son,"  said  my  mother,  "  load  me  not  with 
curses,  spurn  me  not.  I  followed  a  natural  propen- 
sity, and  all  the  fault  lies  on  him  who,  by  the  strength 
of  his  mind  and  command  over  his  temper,  mi^  have 
kept  me  from  transgression.     But  he  is  no  longer  in 

the  land  of  the  living let  us  respect  his 

memory.  His  head  was  to  blame,  but  not  his  heart  I" 
WTien  we  grew  a  little  more  composed,  my  mother 
continued  her  history. 

"  Thou  knowest  that  thou  wast  bom  with  a  growth 
on  thy  left  arm,  which  was  cauterized  by  my  land- 
lord the  jew-doctor.  In  other  respects  thou  wast  healdiy 
and  strong.  I  had  already  begun  to  recover  from  my 
illness,  and  intended  soon  to  set  off  for  Moscow ;  but 
a  frightful  proceeding  separated  me  from  thee. 

"  The  midwife  who  had  charge  of  me,  notwith- 
standing her  attention  and  kindness,  had  something 
in  her  appeai*ance  which  I  could  not  bear.  Her  coun- 
tenance which  was  covered  with  wrinkles,  had  a  strong 
expression  of  malice  and  envy.  Every  time  that  our 
eyes  met,  I  trembled  all  over ;  I  endeavoured  to  avoid 
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her  presence,  and  spent  my  time  alone  in  my 
with  thee  or  with  thy  father's  miniature.  One  a 
evening  I  was  traubled  with  a  headac^he  aiid  wen 
to  bed ;  but  feeling  an  intolerable  heat  about  me,  1 
rose  np  and  went  into  the  frcsit  air.  Standing  with 
my  back  to  the  wall,  not  far  from  the  window  of  tlie 
landlord's  room,  I  heard  my  name  pronounced.  I 
went  nearer  the  window  and  overheard  a  conversation 
which  almost  deprived  me  of  my  senses. 

"  1  have  examined  the  creature's  chest,"  said  the 
midwife,  "  and  found  in  it  unspeakable  riches.  Whole 
bunches  of  white-notes,*  whole  handfuls  of  gold-rings 
and  precious  stones  I"  "  Well,  canst  thou  not  take 
them  and  mn  away,  and  we  shall  conceal  thee,"  said 
the  Jew.  "  I  can't,"  replied  the  old  woman.  I  have 
in  the  town  a,  family,  childi-en,  and  grand  children. 
The  creature  will  find  some  one  to  write  to  the  Prince, 
and  he  is  a  friend  of  the  Marshal,  of  the  Gorodneetchy, 
(the  Mayor,)  and  even  of  the  Governor ;  it  will  tlien 
be  a  bad  job  for  me  I"  "  Well,  but  canst  thou  not 
get  rid  of  the  girl,"  said  the  Jew.  "  That  would  he 
the  best  of  all,"  replied  the  old  woman.  '■  Here  all 
is  empty  and  quiet.  If  we  dispatch  the  girl  to  the 
other  world,  and  throw  her  child  any  where,  we  can 
help  ourselves  to  the  money  and  things,  and  tlie  ends 
are  in  the  water.  Even  let  the  Prince  corae,  we 
can  say  that  she  set  off  for  Moscow;  let  him  seek  lier 
where  he  can  find  her.     The  dead  tell  no  tales  I" 
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"  Excellent,  excellent,  Vaseeleesa  V*  said  the  Jew, 
"  but  when  shall  we  fall  to  work  ? "  "  Why  should 
we  delay?"  replied  the  old  woman.  "  She  is  unwell 
to-day  and  is  now  asleep ;  take  you  the  axe,  give  her 
a  knock  on  the  head,  then  bag  the  body  and  into  the 
lake  with  it."  "  Thou  art  right ;  why  should  we  put 
it  o£f  ?  Go  then  to  her  door,  and  I  shall  bring  the  axe 
and  immediately  dispatch  her." 

'^  You  may  easily  imagine  in  what  a  state  of  mind  I 
was,  when  I^heard  this  hellish  consultation.  Quite  be- 
side myself,  I  ran  with  all  my  might  to  the  wood,  and 
notwithstanding  the  cold,  wet  weather,  in  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night,  succeeded  in  hiding  myself  among 
the  bushes.  Quite  exhausted,  I  lay  down  under  t 
tree  and  came  a  little  to  myself.  I  reproached  myself 
for  having  left  thee  in  the  hands  of  the  murderers ; 
but  after  some  consideration,  my  spirits  were  calmed. 
I  was  almost  persuaded  that  they  would  not  venture 
to  murder  thee,  when  they  saw  that  I  had  escaped 
their  toils.  I  resolved  to  go  to  the  government-town, 
to  reveal  all  to  the  Governor,  who,  as  I  had  heard,  was 
a  friend  of  the  Prince,  and  beg  him  to  cause  my  sou 
to  be  restored  to  me,  and  forward  me  to  Moscow.  I 
had  on  a  large  handkerchief  about  my  head  and  a  short- 
sleeved  jacket.  After  praying  to  God  Almighty,  I 
fell  asleep  under  a  tree." 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Concluaiim  of  the  UisWry  of  A 
EducaUon    ivmoikllcd Frc 

PthoughtlUBiusa — I  enlcr  the  world — Tilting, 
^T  day  break  I  awoke  hom  cold,  and  continned  tu 
go  dirough  the  wood  without  findbg  any  road.  I  was 
tormented  with  thiiHt ;  but  the  Btrong  neirone  agita- 
tion put  a  period  to  my  ilhie«s.  After  drinking  some 
■'aio-water  out  of  a  \io^,  I  felt  myself  stronger  and  more 
courageous  tlum  before.  But  recollecting  that  thou 
wast  left  without  a  niinie,  I  wept  bitterly,  and  com- 
mitted thee  to  the  care  of  Him  who  cares  for  the  un- 
fledged birds  and  the  unfortunate  orphans.  With 
some  occasional  intervals  of  repose,  I  continued  my 
journey  as  far  as  my  sti-ength  would  permit  me,  and 
by  mid-day  liad  reached  the  main  road.  Fearing  pur- 
suit, I  did  not  dare  to  go  along  the  open  road,  but 
went  under  cover  of  the  woo<l.  On  a  sudden  I 
heard  the  thikling  of  a  bell.  I  looked  tlirough  the 
biishea,  and  perceiving  that  in  a  hreefcka,  drawn  by 
four  horses,  there  sat  a  gentleman  with  his  footman, 
I  ran  towards  the  road,  fell  upon  my  knees,  and  clasp- 
ing my  hands,  cried  out  :  "  Save,  aave  an  unfortu- 
nate creature  from  death  1"  The  breetchka  stopped  ; 
the  gentleman  alighted,  came  up  to  me,  and  proceeded 
to  question  me.  I  related  to  him  all  my  story,  and 
d5 
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prostrating  myaelf  at  Ilia  feet,  entreated  his  assisltni^ 
and  protection.  The  gentleman  was  touched  with  my 
youth  and  mi^fortnne  ;  he  seated  me  beside  himself  in 
the  carriagf ,  and  we  proceeded  to  tlie  town. 

"  My  deliverer  was  a.  native  of  Itsly>  and  his  nuse, 
Baritono.  He  had  been  a  teacher  of  music  and  Icap^- 
msiater  in  the  house  of  a  rich  landholder ;  and  after  a 
stay  of  aix  yeare  in  the  country,  was  returning  to  Mos- 
cow with  a  small  capital,  in  order  to  resume  liis  fonnei 
employment  of  giving  lessons.  Baritono  waa  an  elderir 
man,  upwards  of  forty,  but  of  an  agreeable  exterior  and 
cheerful  temper.  He  spoke  Russian  pretty  well,  uiil 
did  all  he  could  to  comfort  me.  On  aiiiving  at  tbe 
govern ment-town,  he  called  npon  the  Governor,  anil 
related  to  him  my  adventures.  The  Governor  vm  ■ 
worthy  and  just  nian  ;  he  wished  to  see  me  personally, 
and  WBs  also,  like  Baritono,  captivated  with  my  ap- 
pearance, and  touched  with  my  misfortune.  He  im- 
mediately dispntcLetl  an  othcer  to  take  into  custody 
the  Jew  and  midwife,  and  to  procure  immediately  my 
eon  and  all  my  property.  But  probably  owing  to  the 
indiscretion  of  the  poHtillion  in  whose  hearing  I  had 
related  my  wlventure  t«  Baritono,  the  Jew  bad  got 
notice  of  my  deliverance.  The  officer  found  the 
kartchma  evacuated.  The  Jew's  family  and  the  mid- 
wife bad  disappeared  with  tliee  and  all  the  property ; 
and  I  beard  no  more  of  thee  1 

"  Baritono  took  me  with  him  to  Moscow,  and  be- 
haved towards  me  aa  an  alfectiouate  father  to  his 
daughter.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  army,  to  PiiBce 
MeeloelavBky ;  but  in  place  of  an  answer,  we  received 


IVAN  VEJEEGHEN.  59 

the  letter  back,  with  the  news  that  tlie  Prince  had 
fallen  in  battle.  Barilono  did  not  wish  to  part  with 
me.  He  called  me  Adelaida,  hired  teachers  for  me, 
and  undertook  himself  to  teach  me  music.  In  the 
coarse  of  five  years  I  learned  to  read  and  writ*  my 
motber-tongue,  acquired  a  knowledge  of  French  and 
Italian,  and  could  dance,  auig,  and  play  on  the  piano- 
forte. Nature  is  so  liberal  to  the  Husaian  people,  that 
it  did-  not  require  great,  exertions  to  educate  me.  I 
loved  reading,  and  grew  soon  acquainted  wilb  all 
which  an  accomplished  woman  requires  to  know.  Bari- 
tono  was  proud  of  what  be  had  done,  and  all  his 
friends  were  astonished  at  my  address,  comprefaensioii, 
and  talents.  I  had  many  adorers,  but  gratitude  at- 
tached me  tomy  ileliverer.  He  made  me  anofier  of  his 
hand,  and  1  chcM^Tfully  consented  to  be  his  wife,  that 
I  might,  by  my  gratitude,  recompense  my  beneiactor 
in  some  degree  for  all  his  cares  over  me. 

"  Baritouowas  a  worthy  man,  and  loved  me  tenderly. 
I  conld  not  be  in  love  with  him,  but  was  attached  to 
him,  and  fulfilled  all  the  duties  of  a  wife  with  the 
greatest  devotion.  In  the  mean  time  my  husband, 
wearied  of  running  about  the  town  for  tickets,  and  of 
quarrelling  with  his  pupils  and  tbeii  parents  about  tte  v 
payment  of  his  fees,  and  also  feeling  that  bis  heatlks 
was  declining,  thought  of  opening  a  magazine  for  iiw- 
remberg  goods,*  and  giving  up  teaching.  He  expended 
all  bis  small  capital  in  furnishing  hLs  shop  and  pur- 
ubasing  goods ;  but  as  he  had  no  credit,  being  a  novice 
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in  trade,  and  as  lie  was  not  up  to  all  the  tnminga  uid 
windings  of  hia  new  eslling,  (mr  trade  soon  died  il 
natural  deatli.  Baritonu  was  so  vexed  at  this,  that  li« 
was  taken  ill  of  a  fever,   and  died  also. 

"  My  condition  was  now  any  thing  but  pleasant.  I 
was  left  with  a  thousand  roubles  aaved  out  of  all  his 
capital,  without  any  hopes  in  the  &tnre,  without  a 
friend  and  without  a  protector.  The  circle  of  my 
female  acquaintance  was  coijlined  to  some  foreigners, 
shopkeepers,  and  actresses.  Of  the  gentlemen  I 
knew  none,  except  some  musicians  and  countrymeDof 
my  husband.  But  I  was  known  by  all  the  lovera  uf 
tlie  fair  sex,  who  pursued  nie  in  crowds  on  the  pro- 
menades, withdrew  not  an  eye  trom  my  box  in  the 
theatre,  and  were  continually  passing  before  my  win- 
dows, I  hnd  a  multitude  of  unknown  adorers.  Some 
of  them  even  in  my  husband's  lifetime  sent  me  letters, 
all  of  which  I  delivered  unopened  to  my  kusbaiul ; 
others  em]iloyed  women  of  their  acquaintance  as  love- 
brokeiB,  but  at  the  til's!  word  I  silenced  these  officious 
fTiende,  and  in  that  way  justly  passed  for  a  modest 
woman,  which  is  a  rare  occurrence  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. After  Ban tunu'a  death,  my  female  frienda 
and  the  friendH  of  my  husband  advised  me,  or,  properly 
speaking,  insisted  that  I  should  avail  myself  of  a  bene- 
fit which  was  offered  by  generous  people  who  were 
buTning  with  love  towards  me.  Not  seeing  any  thing 
better  within  my  reach,  and  al^^r  listening  to  anec- 
dotes of  ilhistrions  families,  who  nevertheless  en- 
joyed considnrahle  reputation  in  the  worhi,  I  thought  it 
was  reconcileahle  with  the  fitness  of  things,  and  agreed 
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to  accept  the  offer  of  Prince  Tehvanoff,  wlio  did  not 
aak  me  for  loTe,  but  only  for  permiasion  to  love  me, 
and  for  that,  so  to  any,  gave  me  my  weight  in  gold. 
Yon  knew  that  good  old  man.  He  epent  aJl  his  income 
on  the  sex,  from  mere  vain  g'loiy  to  pass  for  a  man  of 
gallantry  !  Amidst  all  hin  weaknexsee  and  siiigiilari- 
ties  lie  had  a  good  heart,  and  if  he  had  been  alive,  I 
would  not  have  been  reduced  to  the  extremities  in 
which  you  found  me. 

"  Knowing  neither  the  value  of  money  nor  the  want 
of  it,  I  spent  all  that  came  into  my  hands.  On  receiv- 
ing money,  1  considered  it  my  duty  immediately  to 
spend  it,  and  knew  of  no  other  expences  except  those 
necessary  fur  dress  and  show.  ISy  the  elegance  of 
my  dress  I  thought  to  hide  the  secret  of  niy  conduct ; 
and  the  respect  which  was  shewn  to  the  splendour  of 
my  dress  and  equipage,  consoled  me  for  the  petty  die- 
guats  which  I  experienced  in  public  assemblies  irom 
the  proud  looks  of  married  women,  who,  protected  by 
their  husband's  name,  like  a  screen,  find  fault  with 
others  for  what  they  secretly  do  themselves, 

"  Having  no  acquaintances  amongst  whom  I  might 
spend  my  time,  I  formed  a  male  circle  of  acquaintance 
among  the  most  ^reeable  and  amiahle  people  of  the 
metropolis.  You  have  been  present  at  our  musical 
noireea,  Vanya ;  therefore  I  need  not  describe  them. 
Being  still  young,  I  could  not  confine  myself  to  tlie 
half-plfttonic  love  of  Prince  Tehvanoff,  and  conse- 
quently, at  first,  for  amusement,  and  afterwards  from 
habit,  I  sought  attachments  of  the  heart.  Semen  Se- 
meuoveetch  Plaiseereen  promised  to  marry  me  as  sooi^ 
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Rs  Prince  Tcbvanotf  fullilleil  his  engagement*!  snii 
bettered  bis  condition.  But  Prince  TchvanolTs  own 
affairs  were  far  from  prosperous  ;  a  part  of  his  property 
was  pledged,  and  the  rest  contested  at  law,  so  thai 
notwithstanding  Ida  good  wishes,  he  had  it  not  in  Iris 
own  power  to  curry  them  into  effect.  Semen  Semeuo- 
reetch  introduced  to  me  Grabeelen,  tliat  rich  old  law- 
yer, who,  by  his  rudeness  and  pretensions,  made  my 
life  intolerable.  Afier  yoiir  departure  for  Orenhni^, 
I  reaolntely  declined  his  friendship,  and  intended  to 
marry  a  poor  indnslrious  painter  who  was  desperately 
in  love  with  me,  when,  on  a  sudden,  a  violent  illness 
obliged  me  to  keep  my  bed.  I  was  attacked  with  the 
natural  small-pox,  and  so  riolently,  tjiat  my  whole 
body  was  covered  with  scurf.  I  grew  deliriona  and 
lost  my  senses,  of  which  opportunity  the  hanl-bearted 
lawyer,  Grabeelen,  availed  himself  to  deprive  me  d 
what  remained  of  my  property.  Semen  SemeiioTeeldi, 
one  of  those  subalterns  who  are  always  in  quest  of 
females  connected  one  way  or  other  with  peoide 
of  rank  hikI  wealth,  in  order  to  obtain  their  patn>- 
uage — Semen  Semenoveetch  was  the  fir^t  to  leave  me 
in  my  poverty.  Another  friend,  the  Abbfi  Pretatoet, 
also  cnt  my  acquaintance,  and  I  would  have  ilietl  with- 
out any  assistance,  if  a  Russian  lady,  who  had  formerly 
taken  offence  at  me  because  her  husband  ft^quented 
my  Krireef,  had  not  had  pity  upon  me.  The  land- 
lord of  the  house  wonld  not  allow  me  to  remain  witlt- 
ont  paying  my  rent ;  so  1  was  taken  during  my  iltneH 
into  that  room  where  you  saw  me,  and  thrown  upoi 
the  mercy  of  providence.    The  lady  already  mentioned. 
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learning  my  condition,  ient  me  Home  money  and  her 
own  doctor,  anil  hired  a  woman  to  take  care  of  me  ;  bttt 
being  far  from  rich  lierself,  she  could  not  do  much  for 
BW,  In  the  midst  of  this  misery  it  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  send  me  assistance  and  consolation  in  the  pep- 
son  of  thee,  my  son  I  I  have  for  ever  lost  my  beautjv 
and  with  it  my  vanity  and  thoug-htlessness,  which  were 
the  canaes  of  my  errors.  1  Rhall  now  turn  into  the 
raad  of  repentance,  and  by  love  to  God  and  love  to 
my  son,  fill  tlie  emptiiiesH  of  niy  heart.  Vaiiya,  my 
aon,  nothing  can  be  more  UDfurtunate  than  a  woman 
who  has  regarded  beanty  as  her  only  value,  and 
availed  herself  of  it  like  m 
of  momentary  gralifii'ation 
measure.  What  would  1 1 
had  not  sent  thee  to  me  ?" 


rchandise,   for  the  purpooe 

I  now  feel  that  in  full 

ive  been  at  present,   if  God 

My  mother,  after  finishing 
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her  story,  threw  herself  npon  her  knee«  before  the 
nacred  picture,  and  prayed  in  team.  The  prayras 
lightened  her  heart,  and  she  grew  easier. 

"  My  dear  mother,"  said  I,  "  let  ub  forget  the  past, 
and  confine  our  thoughts  to  the  present  and  future. 
In  your  narrative  I  have  not  found  the  key 
of  my  persecution,  I  have  harmed  no 
who  can  that  countess  be,  who  so  ardently  desires 
my  destruction  ?  Had  you  no  female  adversary  ? 
"  Many  women  of  rank  have  been  initated  at  me,"  re 
plied  my  mother  ;  "  but  I  do  not  think  that  any  <j 
them  would  have  chosen  to  revenge  themselves  upon 
me  by  the  destruction  of  my  nephew.  The  secret  of 
your  birth  is  itnown  to  me  alone.  Not  one  of  my  tof- 
mer  enemies  could  have  the  least  idea  that  you  were 
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tn^  son.  Indeed  1  camiot  make  oat  the  cause  of  this 
conntesH'B  enmity  against  tliee.  May  it  not  be  a  nig- 
In  two  months'  time  my  mother  was  completely 
recovereJ  ;  but  her  beauty  had  departed  for  ever. 
Her  face  was  covered  with  deep  pits  and  furrowa  ;  her 
hair  in  some  placea  had  grown  grey  ;  her  eye«  had 
no  longer  the  livelinesB  of  former  days,  and  her  well- 
turned  figure  had  lost  its  eiafltictty.  My  mother  looked 
ten  years  older  than  she  actually  was.  The  loss  of 
ber  external  charinB  led  her  into  the  road  to  wisdom. 
She  became  pious,  and  dressed  in  black  from  top  to 
toe,  spending  her  whole  time  in  church,  and  in  the 
reading  of  godly  books. 

In  tile  meantime  my  merchandise  arrived  in  Mos- 
cow, and  I  immediately  sold  it.  I  realized  about  forty 
thousand  roul>lea  ready  money,  and  hired  a  small  bnt 
neat  lodging,  divided  into  two  halves  :  in  one  half  lived 
my  mother,  and  ilk  the  other  myself  with  Meloveedea : 
Petroff  remained  with  me  in  the  capacity  of  Talet 
We  passed  onr  time  very  modestly — Meloveeden  con- 
thmally  writing  letters  to  all  comers  of  Russia,  in 
order  to  learn  the  fate  of  his  wife  of  whom  be  hod 
hitherto  got  no  accouikt ;  I,  searching  for  Vorovaateen, 
in  hopes  of  finding  out  the  name  of  my  enemy  the 
countess.  We  walked  about  and  read  ti^ether,  philo- 
sophized, and  formed  plans  for  the  future,  and,  to 
speak  the  truth,  wearied ;  Meloveeden  having  been 
accustomed  to  the  dissipation  of  high  life,  while  my 
soul  required  activity.  Some  friends  recognized  Melo- 
veeden  and  found  out  liis  place  of  residence  :  on  further 
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consideration,  seeing  him  decetitly  dressed  anil  Bpead- 
ing  money  at  the  taverns  and  cofTee-housee,  they  began 
to  call  npon  ns.     Speaking  about  former  conneuonB 
and  the  great  world,  excited  iti  Meloveeden  8.  fresh 
itching  to  return  to  his  former  circle  of  acquaintance. 
"  1  say,  Vejeeghen,"  said  Meloveeden  one  day  to 
me  ;  "  yon  wish  to  enter  the  service  in  order  to  obtuu 
some  standing  in  the  world.     It  is  laudable  !     In  1 
country  a  man  camrne  iljaut,  without  a  rank,  is  almost  \ 
the  same  as  in  other  countries  without  a  passport.    But    | 
it  is  difficult  to  get  any  thing  of  this  Hort  without  p 
tronage.     Where  the  men  have  the  power,  the  womi 
;  and  where  the  women  have  the  power,  tl 

You  must  seek  it  amongst  the  ladie% 
my  dear  friend.  For  entering  into  the  world  you  have 
two  important  qualifications — money  and  an  agreeablq 
exterior.  You  hare  more  knowledge  than  is  wanted 
in  the  great  world.  The  French  language  and  dancing 
is  quite  enough  for  that  purpose;  but  besides  that,  you 
are  a  musician  and  play  games  of  skill  well.  All  thi 
qualities  united  form  the  highest  pitch  of  wisdoni  1 
among  people  of  that  distinguished  circle,  to  whoiq 
they  open  a  road  to  the  first  dignities  in  the  empirCi 
You  only  want  that  address,  that  self-confidence,  whidk 
is  attained  by  frequenting  the  higher  circles  of  society  i 
but  thune  qualities  you  may  soon  pick  up,  with  sii 
a  nund  and  spirit  as  yonrs.  You  will  do  well  if  yoi%  \ 
attMid  to  what  I  say,  and  make  your  entry  into  the> 
world.  I  shall  introduce  you  to  one  or  two  dozens  of 
my  aunts  and  cousins,  and  to  some  full-weight  law- 
givers of  first-rate  society  :  with  the  youth  you  will 
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find  no  trouble  in  gettmg  acquatnteil.  Say  aye  W 
every  thin^  whicli  the  old  men  say,  pky  wbist  and  bos- 
ton  with  the  old  women  ;  nefer  fall  into  a  pasHion  ut 
cards,  and  do  not  fuk  pajmient  for  debts  of  honour; 
give  treats  to  the  young'  people,  and  participate  in  their 
pleasures  ;  never  enter  into  a  dispute,  but  atrree 
always  with  the  majority  in  the  company  of  your  com- 
rades, with  the  landlord  in  his  own  huoae,  and  wilb 
every  individual  by  himself.  Originate  no  ecaii<lal 
yourself,  and  defame  no  one,  but  hear  it  all  patiently, 
repeat  it  with  circumspection,  always  otnicting  tlu 
names ;  amuse  the  company  with  fictions,  and  nevv 
tell  the  truth  when  you  can  avoid  it ;  praise  every  ' 
thing'  belonging  to  others,  and  cry  down  ereiy 
thing  of  your  own  ;  call  all  b^blcrs  sensible,  sll 
men  in  public  stations  active  and  industrious,  ill 
judges  bonouralile,  all  rich  men  beneficent,  all 
elderly  ladies  good,  all  young  women  and  girb 
beauties,  all  children  cupids  and  geniuses.  Get  a 
thorongh  knowledge  of  the  name's-days,  and  birth- 
days of  all  the  people  of  your  acquaintance,  and 
do  not  neglect  visiting.  Learn  to  laugh  till  yon  cry, 
when  you  are  told  any  wearisome  story  on.  pretence  of 
its  being  funny,  and  learn  to  make  wry  faces  when 
any  one  confides  his  grief  to  yon.  When  yon  move 
forward,  make  it  appear  as  if  you  always  stood  back, 
and  that  yon  are  doing  it  in  spite  of  yourself,  .\scribe 
all  your  success  to  others,  and  thank  every  body- 
Bear  patiently  small  mortifications,  but  take  your  re- 
venge by  means  of  a  third  party.  Make  your  requests 
always  for  others,  and  get  others  to  request  for  you. 
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Never  refuse  any  thing  tu  auy  one :  promise  every 
tiling  to  all,  and  afterwardn  make  your  excuse  by  tlie 
impossibility  of  g;etling  it  jierformed,  aeBmiug  at  the 
same  time  as  if  you  did  every  thing  which  depended 
upon  you,  though  you  actually  did  nothiog. 

"  Recollect  these  instructions  of  mine,  and  believe, 
that  if  you  follow  tliem  implicitly,  you  will  excel  all 
the  courtiers  in  the  world,  and  your  wishes  will  be 
crowned  with  success  !" 

I  revealed  to  my  friend  Meloveeden  the  secret  of  my 
birtli.  My  heart  wanted  to  bo  n^lieved  of  its  burden 
by  sharing  it  with  a  confidential  friend.  We  took 
counsel  with  my  mother,  &iid  she  blessed  me  ^ain  on 
entering  a  new  career.  "  You  will  meet  perhaps  with 
your  own  relations  in  the  world,"  said  Meloveeden  : 
"  but  as  you  have  no  proof  of  your  being  the  sou  of 
Prince  Meeloslavsky,  and  as  your  father  left  you  no- 
thing, tliRt  can  be  of  no  service  to  you,  and  may  be 
even  against  you  ;  I  shall  introduce  you  into  the 
world  under  the  name  of  a  Russian  gentleman  hold- 
ing property  under  a  patent  in  the  Byolo-nisetau  pro- 
vinces. The  RusHian  families  in  general  who  have 
settled  in  the  newly  acquired  provinces,  have  few 
connections  in  the  two  metropolitan  cities ;  they  will 
take  it  upon  trust.  Even  those  who  regard  you  as 
the  nephew  of  Adelaida  Petrovna,  and  have  seen  you 
in  Iier  house,  know  nothing'  of  your  or  of  her  origin. 
Thfey  doubtless  know  that  Adelaida  Petrovna  lives 
now  in  a  solitary  condition,  and  that  you  maintain  her 
at  your  own  expense.  That  will  confirm  them  still 
more  in  the  belief  of  your  assumed  rsnk.     Besides, 
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my  dear  friend,  it  is  only  in  tlie  lower  classes  of  the 
community  that  people  are  inquisitive  and  curious 
with  respect  to  others.  In  the  higher  claeaes  eyery 
one  thinks  of  himself,  and  does  not  trouble  himself 
about  another,  if  he  does  not  stand  in  his  way." 

At  1a<Ht  the  day  came  that  was  appointed  for  risil- 
ing.  I  hireil  a  carnag'e  with  four  horses,  dressed  i 
footman  in  livery  with  gold  lace,  and  set  oat.  On 
the  way,  Meloveeden  said  to  me :  "  We  shall  begin 
with  the  countess  Protroobeen.  She  is  the  priam 
donna  among  the  Moscow  old  women,  and  half  a 
hundred  screamers  follow  her  notes.  You  must  ob- 
serve that  this  choir  have  power  given  them  over  the 
reputation  of  young  people  in  general,  but  particularif 
those  in  the  married  state.  Here  is  her  house :  do 
you  see  what  a  display  of  carriages  stands  before  the 
door  ?  Il  is  not  so  dangerous  to  ofibnd  the  govern- 
ment itself  as  these  harpies,  who  are  ready,  for  the 
smallest  neglect,  to  tear  in  pieces  the  good  character  of 
any  decent  man." 

"  She  receives  I"  said  the  Swiss  who  ww  bn^ 
mending  boots  in  hb  little  closet.  We  entered  into 
a  hall  which  had  been  painted  half  a  century  before. 
Around  the  walls  stood  huge  chairs,  covered  with  slip* 
of  bnnting,  and  in  the  comer  a  lai^  Dutch  clock  with 
a  carved  oaken  case.  "  Pozyalweetay,"  ("  please,")* 
bawled  the  valet,  opening  the  folding-doors  into  the 
drawing-room.  We  entered.  The  countess,  a  woman 
advanced  in  years,  sat  bent  together  on  a  sota,  sitp- 
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ported  by  pillows  embroidered  by  her  nieces  and 
elec^es.  Under  lier  feet  was  also  a  lai^e  embroidered 
pillow.  On  her  luiees  rested  a  lap-dug,  which  peeped 
out  from  under  her  shawl.  On  a  small  table  before 
her  lay  chiua-cups  with  visiting  cards,  a  snuff-box, 
and  a  hand-bell.  In  a  semi-circle  of  ami-cliaira  sat 
a  number  of  ladiea  aud  gentlemen.  "  How  do  yoa 
<lo,  aunt  ?"  said  Meloveeden,  kissing  her  hand — 
"  From  whence,  master  ?"  asked  the  countess,  rallying 
)ier  head,  and  looking  stedfastly  at  Meloveeden. 
"  From  distant  countries,  aunt,  mid  I  thought  it  roy 
first  duty  to  call  upon  you,"  "  Thank'ye,  that  you 
have  not  foi^ot."  "  Allow  me,  aunt,  to  recommend 
to  your  patronage  a  friend  of  mine,  a  Byalo-russian 
landed  proprietor,  Ivan  Ivanoveetch  Vejeeghen,  to 
whom  I  am  under  great  obligations."  The  countesn 
looked  at  me,  and  noddeil  her  head,  which  I  acknow- 
ledged with  a  bow.  "  I  am  happy  to  see  you ;  al- 
ways glad  to  see  worthy  people.  I  beg  you  will  be 
seated.  Are  you  alone  in  Moscow,  or  with  your 
wife  7"  asked  the  comitess,  pointing  to  Meloveeden. 
''  Alone,  aunt.  My  wife  remained  abroad  on  account 
of  the  weakness  of  her  health."  "  80  much  the  better 
that  you  are  alone.  But  where  do  you  serve  ?"  said 
the  countess,  turning  to  me.  "  I  am  only  now  think- 
ing of  entering  the  service,"  replied  I ;  "  I  have  been 
studying  the  sciences  till  the  present  time."  "  Ah, 
you  are  one  of  the  literati  then  :  I  understand  you," 
added  the  countess,  taking  a  pinch  of  snuif.  "  But 
how  many  souls  have  you,"  asked  she.  Meloveeden 
did  not  give  me  time  to  answer,  but  said,  "  Fifteen, 
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hundred."  ^^  And  how  many  children  have  your  pft- 
rents  ?"  asked  the  countess.  '^  He  is  the  only  one,  and 
his  own  master/'  replied  Meloveeden.  **  That  is  nol 
bad,"  muttered  the  countess,  and  took  another  pinch 
of  snuff.  I  looked  at  the  other  visitors,  and  obewved 
that  the  mothers  whispered  to  their  daughters,  tluit 
the  daughters  put  themselves  into  a  more  erect  pos- 
ture,  raised  their  eyes,  cast  side -glances,  leaned  the 
head  with  a  graceful  air  on  the  shoulders,  and  diese 
who  had  good  teeth,  smiled. 

^'  Fifteen  hundred  souls  for  a  single  man  is  pretty 
tolerable,"  said  the  countess  to  herself,  rubbing  her 
snuff-box.  *^  What  is  his  surname  ?  pardon  the  quet- 
tion."  "  Ivan  Ivanoveetch  Vejeeghen,"  repeated 
Meloveeden  with  a  loud  and  drawling  voice.  I  agaia 
noticed  that  all  the  visitors  moved  their  lips,  as  if  H 
were  to  repeat  my  name  to  their  memory.  **  I  dine 
every  day  at  home,"  said  the  countess,  '^  and  except 
two  days  in  the  week  and  any  extraordinary  occasimis, 
I  receive  visitors  every  evening.  It  will  be  agreeable 
to  me  to  see  you  at  my  house,  Ivan  Ivanoveetch.  I 
have  no  occasion  to  give  a  fresh  invitation  ta  you, 
Alexander :  you  must  be  domesticated  with  me  till 
you  again  break  loose.  Meloveeden  again  kissed  the 
countess's  hand,  and  I  broke  out  with  such  a  well- 
tumed  compliment,  that  the  countess  even  nodded 
her  head  in  token  of  approbation,  and  took  another 
pinch  of  snuff  as  a  mark  of  her  satisfaction.  ^*  The 
business  is  finished,"  whispered  Meloveeden  to  me: 
"  they  will  all  sing  now  in  the  same  note.  And  so  it 
actually  happened."     "  Alexander  Ivanoveetch  I"  said 
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to  Meloveeden  a  fat  elderly  ■woman,  highly  roii^J, 
and  wearing  an  immense  cap  which  almost  covered 
her  eye-brow8  ;  "  la  it  long  since  you  diamoiuited 
from  your  high  horse,  that  you  do  not  know  your 
old  acquaintances  ?"  "  Have  mercy  upon  me,  Ma'ara," 
replied  Meloveeden :  "  1  bowei  to  you,  and  being 
engaged  in  conversation  with  her  higbness,  hod  not 
time  to  turn  towards  you,  to  testify  my  respect,  in- 
tending besides  to  have  that  pleasure  in  your  own 
Iiouse."  "  Very  well,"  ailded  the  fat  woman  :  "  I 
beg  you  will  not  forsake  us  as  you  did  formerly,  but 
favour  us  with  a  visit,  along  with  your  friend."  I 
fired  off  another  compliment,  and  the  fat  woman  made 
a  grimace,  which  probably  some  flatterer  would  have 
called  a  friendly  smile.  Meloveeden  knew  all  the 
guests,  luiroducliona  began,  and  we  were  invited 
during  this  first  visit  to  dine  every  day  and  spend 
every  evening  with  them  all.  Li  half  an  hour  I  made 
eleven  acqnaintances. 

*'  There  are  many  changes  since  you  left  Moscow," 
said  the  countess  to  iVIeloveeden.  "Your  cousin  Asheoka 
liaa  marrietl  a  rich  man  in  a  public  situation.  Cousin 
Poleen  has  parted  with  her  husband,  who  lost  bis  place 
of  mstom-house  director.  Cousin  Kate  was  upon  the 
brink  of  matrimony  with  a  colonel :  every  thing  was 
already  arranged,  when  the  confounded  slanderous 
tongue  of  Kookoosbkeen  broke  up  the  aSair,  and  she 
palmed  npon  the  young  man  ber  own  precious  niece, 
wlio  has  no  earthly  good  quality  but  her  money.  But 
y<ni  know  that  a  well-educated  man  comme  ii  Jitut 
doea  not  marry  for  money,"  added  she,  casting  a  loqk 
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at  me.  "  Is  n't  it  tme,  Ivan  IvanoFeetcfa  ?"  "  Pe- 
cDniary  calculation  in  matrimony  is  a  property  of  low 
mindB,"  said  I.  "  How  wise  I"  exclaimed  the  !at 
lady,  looking  to  her  danghtera.  "  Sensible  and  clever," 
apostrophized  a  thin  lady,  beside  nbom  sat  fonr  atont 
pi\s.  '^  You  all  said  that  my  grandson,  Koko,  would 
not  be  a  bungler,"  said  llie  ronntess  to  Meloveei 
"  but  we  gave  him  a  handsome  launch  into  the  world- 
He  is  upon  particnlar  dnty  under  Prince  Svazeen  ii 
Pel^rsburgh,  and  is  already  a  Titular,  and  this  y«sr 
received  a  cross  in  consequence  of  ajonmey  to  ? 
cow  with  some  Secretary  or  Procurenr  on  an  inv. 
gation.  It  was  a  pity  that  he  did  not  come  here  till 
the  end  of  the  investigation,  otherwise  he  might  ban 
got  something  more.  We  reserve  him  for  a  Kaaamr- 
Yanker.  Prince  Svazeen  is  now  in  power,  and  be 
is  hin  man.  Some  of  these  days  I  intend  to  send  lum 
my  grandson  Jaqoes,  son  of  the  unfortunate  Blagord- 
doff,  who  it  is  said  went  out  of  his  reason,  settled  in 
the  country,  and  refused  promotiou.  Jaques.  tlwnli 
(lod,  is  not  like  his  father.  He  is  a  fine  young  fellow, 
and  wishes  to  serve  in  the  foreign  college,  and  knovt 
his  business.  On  my  uame's-day  he  composed  two 
sheets  of  French  couplets  which  were  sung  by  three  rf 
my  grand-daughters.  At  last  ball  he  astonished  n 
all  at  a  mazonrka,  and  besides  that,  he  is  a  prodigy  <Ji 
learning ;  as  they  say,  he  knows  orth(^;nipliy  and  my- 
thology :  he  will  be  a  man  yet  1  But  of  his  aunt,  tlie 
countess  Nicodem,  they  speak  very  ill-  I  do  not  like 
to  repeat  bad  news,  but  tliey  say  that  she  has  connex- 
iouH    .     -     -     ■     you  understand  ?      She  baa  given 
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up  visiting  me.  God  be  with  her !  Yes,  and  the  es- 
govenior,  your  relation  Dobrociyeloff,  has  also  ceued 
rtsiting  here.  Notwithetanding  his  friends  cry  np  hJH 
Integrity — it  ig  not  all  wlio  belii^e  it.  I  have  a  pretty 
shrewd  gtiees,  that,  when  people  give  up  calling  upon 
me,  they  are  sensible  all  is  not  right  with  them.  I  do 
not  like  to  tell  tales,  but  I  know  what  I  know  I  "  The 
countess  took  a  pinch  of  snuff,  and  continued  to  dilate 
upon  tile  merits  of  all  hei  relations  and  acquaintances  ; 
but  Mcloveeden  availed  himself  of  a  momentary 
panse,  rose,  and  we  left  the  room. 

"  May  the  Lord  preserve  us  from  this  woman's 
tongue,"  said  Meloveeden,  on  taking  his  seat  in  the 
carriage  :  "  she  has  assumed  power  over  the  fourth 
part  of  tlLB  community  of  Moscow,  and  all  who  only 
keep  at  a  distance  from  her  and  do  not  bow  the  knee 
before  her,  she  tries  by  martial  law  as  deserters, 
hands  over  to  her  court  of  cronies,  passes  sentence 
upon  them,  and  punishes  by  deprival  of  their  good 
name.  By  her  tongue  and  connexions  she  baa  made 
herself  terrible  to  many  people  who  occupy  important 
aitnations,  and  they  must  comply  with  her  wishes  in 
order  to  escape  slander  and  all  sorts  of  underhand  at- 
tacks. You  must  flatter  her,  and  she  will  procure  yon  a 
situation.  The  fifteen  hundred  souls  and  Byalo-russian 
nobility,  with  which  I  have  presented  you,  will  tell." 

We  stopped  before  a  large  house,  and  Melovee- 
den said ;  "  I  will  now  introduce  you  to  one  of  the 
le&ders  of  the  old  men  of  Moscow,  whose  name  is  pro- 
nounced with  as  great  reverence  as  that  of  the  Delphic 
oracle  in  days  of  yore.  Antipp-us  Yermolayeveetch  for- 
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merly  )iel<l  an  important  situation,  and,  although  CTeiitfl 
took  the  same  course  then  as  now  and  always,  he  is  per- 
Huaded  tliat  from  the  time  that  be  retired  from  the  ser- 
rice,  the  sunshines  moredimly  on  Rusaia,  that  themooo 
is  not  so  clear,  am!  that  the  country  is  on  the  brink  of 
destruction.  Every  thing  done  both  in  and  out  of  the 
empire  he  condemns,  and  says  that  he  could  have  done 
it  better,  although  unluckily  he  never  did  any  thing 
well  in  his  life,  except  resigning.  According  to  him, 
except  himself  and  bis  contemporaries,  his  friends  and 
patrons,  there  have  been  no  men  of  abilities  in  Russia. 
If  he  did  not  give  dinners  and  halls  no  body  would 
mind  what  he  said  ;  htit  t 
people  about  him,  as  the 
He  may  he  of  nee  to  you." 

We  were  admitted.  Antippns  Yemiolayeveetch 
was  in  his  cabinet.  He  was  seated  in  a  large  arm- 
<:hair,  in  a  green  velvet  morning-gown,  trimmed  wiifa 
sable,  and  ornamented  with  two  stars.  "  Ah,  my  old 
triend,  where  are  you  come  from  ?"  said  he  to  Melo- 
veeden.  "  I  have  been  travellii^,  and,  on  my  n- 
turn  to  Moscow,  deemed  it  my  first  duty  to  wait  upon 
your  Eitcellency."  "  Thank'ye,  thank'ye,  my  good 
friend  I"  "  Allow  me  to  introduce  to  yon  my  friend 
Ivan  Ivanoveetch  Vejeeghen,  a  Russian  nobleman  who 
has  an  estate  with  fifteen  hundred  souls  in  Bjralo- 
i-nssia."  "  A  pretty  god-send.  But  where  did  yonf 
father  serve,  and  what  rank  did  he  hold  ?  "  "  Coh^ 
nel  in  the  army,"  replied  Meloveeden.  "  Was  it  in 
the  glorious  reign  7  "  "  It  was,"  said  I,  nodding  wirmri 
"  Aye,    then  were  times ;  is'nt  it  true  ?  "     "  Tm, 


IVAN  VEJEEGHEN. 

your  Excellency,"  said  we  unanitnoualy.  "  But  where 
do  you  serve?"  "  I  only  wish  at  present  to  enter  the 
service."  "  What  is  it  now-a-days  I"  esrlaimed  An- 
tippus  YennoUyeveetch.  "  The  govemmpnt-offices 
are  BOW  filled  with  such  a  set,  that  a  decent  man  can 
liardly  breathe  amongst  them."  "  Ib'dI  it  true  ?" 
"  Trae,  your  Escellency  i"  said  Meloveeden,  and  I 
chanted  after  him  the  same  reBponae.  "  But  even 
HOW  there  are  situationB  of  a  peculiar  nature,"  added 
Meloveeden,  "  Ye«,  there  is  something  in  that ;  but 
what  is  the  merit  of  these  peculiar  duties  I  Is'nt  it 
true  ?"  said  Antippus  Yermolayeveetcb.  "  Are  there 
the  same  grandees  now,  that  there  were  then  ? — 
Is'nt  it  true  ?  It  used  to  be,  if  you  call  upon  a 
grandee,  be  is  stretched  out  in  his  khalaat  on  a  di- 
van ;  there  he  tarns  himself,  and  before  Itim  stands  a 
string  of  Princes,  Counts,  and  Generals,  waiting  the 
signal  from  him  whether  to  laugh  or  cry.  la'nt  it 
true  F  fiat  now  the  grandee  himself  dares  not  sit  when 
others  are  not  seated  ;  he  receives  even  petitioners  in 
uniform,  and  calls  his  inferior  always  yoii,  or  by  his 
Christian  name  and  patronymic,  Is'nt  it  true  ?  Now, 
what  sort  of  times  are  these  ?  can  any  good  come  of 
that  ?  Is'nt  it  true  ?  Formerly  a  grandee  abused 
you  worse  than  his  own  footman,  and  sometimes  gave 
you  a  shove  and  threw  the  papers  in  your  face  ;  but 
where  there  was  passion,  kindness  would  follow.  Is'nt 
it  true  ?  You  cannot  conceive  to  what  a  pitch  the  de- 
pravity of  manners  has  come  now,  I  was  telling  my 
nephew  an  anecdote  how  a  grandee  in  my  time  re- 
warded his  secretary  on  one  occasion  with  a  couple  of 
hundred  bomIh  of  peasants.     A  recommendation  which 
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he  had  prenetiteJ  in  his  favour,  was  not  attended  lo 
at  ]iea<l-quarlerB,  anil  the  frraudee  made  his  eecrelary 
>i  present  of  a.  couple  of  hundred  soula  of  hU  own. 
VVliat  d'ye  think  waH  my  nephew's  opinion  of  tlua 
pretty  action  ?  Why,  he  replied,  that,  '  if  he  had  beai 
in  the  secretary's  place,  he  would  not  have  acceplpd 
of  the  two  hundred  souls  ;  because,'  says  he,  *  he  was 
the  eniperor'a  serraat  and  not  the  grandee's,  and  he 
bad  no  right  to  receive  a  reward  from  anybody  but  the 
emperor.'     You  see  what  aira  people  put  on  now-s- 

days.    Bui  who  d'ye  think  this  secretary  was? mj 

own  self.  Ah  !  those  were  the  times,  nice  little  times ' 
la'nt  it  true  ?  People  now  are  all  for  politeness,  bat 
what  is  the  use  of  that  7  It  runs  over  the  mnstachias, 
but  takes  good  care  not  to  enter  the  moutli.  'When  1 
served  in  an  inferior  rank,  I  sometimes  wanted  leare 
of  absence.  I  gave  in,  one  day,  a  petition  to  thai 
effect,  and  waited  upon  my  superior  officer  for  a  grsdr 
ous  answer,  at  a  time  when  he  was  engaged  with  ■ 
number  of  visitors.  Do  you  know  what  reception  be 
gave  me  ?  "  Thou  fool,  Anteep  Yermolayeveetcb, 
blockJiead,"  says  he — "  I  hear,  your  Excellency  I" 
says  I.  He  repeats — "  Thou  fool,  Ante«p  Yenno- 
layeveetch,  smu,  blockhead."  "  I  am  to  blame,  ynot 
Excellency,"  says  I,  with  a  low  bow.  "  Thou  askeri 
leave  for  two  months."  "  Exactly  so,"  your  Excel- 
lency.  "  VThy  hast  thoo  not  asked  thy  salary  for  lira 
months  likewise,"  added  my  commander.  "  Thou  ait 
a  fool,  brother,  but  here  is  thy  furlough,  and  here  ia  also 
an  order  on  the  paymaster  for  thyaalary."  IkJsaednjr 
worthy  commander's  hand,  and  left  the  loutn  with  i 
bow,  blessing  my  benefactor.     But  now  tbey  emae  ia 
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in  jour,'  and  they  go  out  with  '  bonjour,'  Is'iit 
it  tme  ?      What  do  you  think  iny  nephew  says  ahout 
that  ?     Why,  he  says  :   '  Better  give  nothing,  and  treat 
your  inferior  like  a  man,  bnt  not  like  a  horse.'    That  it 
the  way  now-a-days.    la'nt  it  true  ?"    "  Aa  we  cannot 
get  back  the  golden  age,"  said  I,   "we  nmat  even  put  up 
with  things   aa  they  are  ;  and  I  beg  your   Ejccellei 
will  take  rae  under  your  patronage."      "  We  ahall 
aliont   it,  we  shall  see   about  it.      People  who  w 
once  clerka    with   me,  now  fill  important 
What  is   the   good  of  that  ?      However   we 
about  it.      I  ahall  see   and   talk   about  it.      E 
vou  know,  there   Ls  what  tbey  call  a  al^h   in  vogue. 
Tbey  require  chancery-pap  era  to  be  written  in  harmony 
like   aonga,    and   beaidea,  to   be   short  and   clear 
buainesB-like.     la'nt  it  true  ?     Now  all  thia  ia  imp' 
bte.      Is'nt  it  true  ?      What  the  deuce  can  a  man  make 
of  those   little  slips  of  paper  ?      It  waa  another  affair 
when  they  conld  throw  you  off  two  or  throe  thouaanil 
sheets  about  the  atealing  of  a  fowl  or  the  breaking  of  a 
pane  of  glass,  so  that  you  would  break  your  head  sooner 
than  come  to  a  concluaion  I      A  pretty  thing  to  wade 
through  buainess  in  spile  of  youi-self.      Is'nt  it  true  ?" 
-     -     -     -      He  IV  aa  here  interrupted   by  one  of  his 
footmen  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  police-overseer, 
who  begged   permission   to   wait   upon   liim.     "  Tell 


him 


"I  i 


out  of  place  as  an  incapable  man  '  Do  you  under- 
stand me  ?  Nevertheless,  nothmg  occurs  but  people 
of  sense  come  to  me  for  advice.  Here  the  police  haa 
ordered  my  neighbour's  railing'  to  be  painted.      So  they 
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all  come  to  tne  for  advice  what  colour  to  put  on.  An- 
teep  Yermulayereetch  is  an  incapable  man,  forsooth  I 
Is'nt  it  true  ?" 

We  made  our  bowN  and  retired,  receiring  pennitt- 
sioa  to  come  every  day  to  dinner  and  in  the  evening. 
"  iStlly  old  creature  1"  said  I  to  Meloveeden,  wben  we 
got  into  the  canine  :  "  he  is  like  an  alaram  dock, 
which  rings  the  hour  where  the  index  stops."  "  The 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  you,  if  you  say  to  any  body 
in  Moscow  that  Anteep  Yermolayeveetch  is  a  silly 
creature.  They  will  note  you  down  for  a.  Ra*hci- 
nik  *  or  fieetli inker.  Be  silent  and  listen,  lliese 
old  men  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  yon  a  ^jeat  ded 
of  good  and  a  great  deal  of  harm."  "  Very  well :  I 
think  we  have  had  enough  of  them  to  day."  "  One 
more  visit  and  we  sliall  have  done ;  but  this  will  be 
more  to  your  taste.  I  shall  take  yoa  to  a  dear  coniin 
of  mine,  whom  the  whole  of  Moscow  is  in  love  wilfai 
and  she  deserves  it  too." 

"Ah,  moil  cher  Alexandre  !"  "Ah,  ma  coumhc 
Annette  !"  They  embraced  and  kissed,  and  Melo- 
veeden  seating  himself  on  a  sofa  beside  the  lady,  they 
began  to  whisper  to  one  another,  and  kept  it  up  till  it 
Neenied  that  they  had  forgotten  me.  At  last  the  lady 
recollected  herself.  "  Ah,  pardon  !"  "  My  dear 
Aneta,"  said  Meloveeden,  "  I  recommend  to  your 
particular  favonr  and  patronage,  my  friend,  benefac- 
tor, deliverer,  and  whatnot,  Ivan  IvanoTeetch  Vejee- 
ghen,    who,    besides    his  outward   reconunendatioDa 
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wliieb  you  see,  is  as  wise  and  good  aa  you  or  I,  and 
has  fifteen  bundred  souIb."  "  Chai'mee."  "  A  tnice 
to  ceremony,  if  you  please,"  returned  Meloveeden. 
"  Recollect  that  he  is  a  second  edition  of  myself.  Ob- 
serve ;  what  I  want  is  to  get  iny  friend  placed  in  the 
serrice,  and  introduced  into  tbe  best  Moscow  society. 
Yon  have  an  estenaivo  party  of  yonr  own,  cousin. 
Have  the  goodness  to  raise  your  voice  in  his  favour 
for  a  week  or  so.  You  may  confidently  assure  every 
body,  that  be  is  just  such  a.  man  as  myself,  and  yom 
wns  once  persuaded,  you  know,  that  I  was  an  angel 
of  a  man."  •'  Tbou  art  still  the  same  weathercock  as 
thou  always  wast,"  said  she,  "  Where  is  your  lius- 
bsnd  ?"  asked  Meloveeden.  "  Quite  taken  up,  tra- 
relling  about  on  the  affairs  of  his  contracts  and  aavods:* 
he  is  DOW  in  Fetersburgh.  I  ought  to  attend  to  his 
biuinewhere — and  confess  that  is  what  I  cannot  bear." 
"  Along  with  my  friend,  we  shall  endeavour  to  con- 
sole the  fair  Ariadne,"  ^d  Meloveeden,  kissing 
CQiuin  Anela's  band.  "  But  do  not  expect  me  to 
torn  you  into  a  heavenly  constellation  :  no  I  yet  you 
are  too  good  for  earth."  "  Toujourn  volage  et 
aimahle,"  eaid  she.  "  Meantime,  good-bye,  my 
dear,"  said  Meloveeden.  "  We  have  been  so  wearied 
out  with  two  heavy  visits  which  we  paid  amongst  your 
Moscoiv  centres  of  gravity,  that  we  must  hurry  home. 
A  reeoir  f"  She  also  invited  us  to  dine  every  day 
sad  spend  tbe  evening. 

'  Zavod  has  no  cotrea ponding  term  in  Engliab,  except  p«rbaps 
the  word  Mirlis,  uaed  in  its  technical  signiHcation  to  denglc  in- 
diseritninaulji  BianufdCtoties,  fuundeciei,  dlBtillcriei,  &.c. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Chart  of  the  great  world — Meeting  with  a  dear  enemy— Oh 

hnman  weakness  I 

"  What  would  you  say,  my  readers,  if  you  were 
shewn  four  men  and  four  women,  who  left  their  homes 
every  evening,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying 
their  hunger  and  quenching  their  thirst  together,  of 
talking  about  the  proceedings  of  mice  and  the  rise 
and  progress  of  smoke,  playing  at  shuttlecock,  and 
then  from  pure  ennui  hopping  upon  one  leg,  drum- 
ming with  their  fingers,  and  maldng  grimaces  hehmd 
one  another's  backs  ?  Would  you  not  say  they  were 
idiots  ?  You  must  not  judge  so  harshly,  but  ob- 
serve the  occupations  of  the  people  who  form  what 
is  called  the  great  world.  Listen  to  what  they  say ; 
look  at  what  they  do  I  make  a  faithful  abstract  of  all 
their  words  and  actions,  and  you  will  be  convinced 
that  this  abstract  exactly  tallies  with  that  of  the  occu- 
pations of  the  four  pairs  here  mentioned,  whom  yon 
were  upon  the  point  of  calling  idiots  I 

"  The  first  duty  of  the  world  to  which  I  allude,  is 
visiting  :  now  what  does  visiting  denote  ?  Tell  me ; 
is  it  not  passing  strange,  to  drive,  run,  hurry,  pop  in 
for  one  minute  into  one  place,  say  nothing,  or  speak 
some  empty  silliness ;  after  that,  make  your  bow  and 
hurry  away  to  a  second  place,  and  a  third,  and  so  on  ? 
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The  time  is  lost,  the  head  is  unimproved,  the  heart 
ia  vacant,  the  body  is  fatigued,  and  the  pocket  in 
eased  of  a  part  of  ita  burden  whicli  loiftht  have  re- 
lieved the  wanlM  of  a  poor  family.  In  the  meantime 
visits  are  an  alt-important  occupation,  and  a  man  of 
the  world  knows  no  other  duty,  no  otlier  busiiiesa  of 
a  morning-,  than  to  dedicate  in  the  first  place  eome 
honiB  to  his  nailti,  teeth,  and  hair,  (and  the  si<!7iin^ 
of  bills,)  then  to  drive  fixim  one  end  of  the  town  to 
the  other — a-visiting. 

"Another  important  occupation  is  dining.  It  is  tme, 
this  is  an  indispenaable  affair,  in  a  literal  sense,  for  the 
purpose  of  aelf-preservation.  Bat  in  the  great  world, 
a  principal  object  of  thought  ia  how  and  where  they 
shall  eat.  Their  greatest  happiness  consists  in  eating 
at  that  tahle,  where  turkeys,  fowls,  and  partridges, 
are  to  he  fed  upon  hy  people  of  weight — that  is  to 
say,  people  who  not  only  can  have  at  their  own  table 
plenty  of  turkeys,  fowla  and  partridges,  but  are  so  si- 
tuated, that  they  can  also  procnre  for  another  man 
the  happiness  of  having  plenty  of  turkeys,  fowls  and 
iwrtridges.  Revolve  it  in  your  mind  as  you  please, 
but  thia  ia  the  real  rationale  of  dining.  What  are 
the  chief  ends  of  a  man  of  the  world  ?  Places,  ranks, 
and  pensions  ?  To  what  do  all  these  tend  ?  That 
a  man,  hy  help  of  these,  may  become  of  more  note, 
that  is  to  say,  live  belter.  But  wliat  does  to  live 
better  mean  ?  To  have  a  lai^er  house  and  a  longer 
table.  Thia  again  resolves  itself  into  a  command  of 
plenty  of  turkeys,  fowls,  hc~  You  may  talk  of  Ca- 
loitluaes,  Cincionatuaes,  and  Fabriclaaes.    Ancient  his- 


82 


IVAN  VEJEEGHEN. 


tory,  imcient  nonsense  1  Such  geDtlemen  now-a-ilaya 
would  pass  for  idiuis.  '  Other  timeB,  other  manners ;' 
and  if  any  of  our  modem  commanderN-iu-chief  ahoiil<I 
betake  himself  to  ilie  plough  like  Cuiciuii&tuB,  or,  like 
BelisariiiB,  should  go  a-hegging,  the  district-poUw 
would  take  them  both  into  custody,  (not  withoni 
reason,)  for  breaking  in  upon  established  order,  and 
for  vagrancy.  Our  ^e  in  essentially  a  dinittg  age, 
though  it  is  rather  amusing  to  «ee  people  make  a 
pompouH  scene  of  the  simplest  and  most  animal  ne- 
cessity of  nature,  and  assemble  in  parade  to  the  sound 
of  muaic  aUidst  the  glare  of  gold  and  silver,  and  all 
this, — to  fill  their  bellies  I  To  invite  a  person  to 
paiticipate  in  this  luxurious  operation  means  to  du 
him  an  honour.  Think  as  you  please,  but  the  wolr«e 
go  to  work  in  a  more  rational  maimer.  They  assemble 
together  when  there  is  prey  in  view,  or  the  noble 
wollish  breed  is  to  be  continued,  but  eat  tt^etherouly 
tvhen  the  prey  has  been  got  by  their  joint  endeavonn. 
It  appears  tu  me  that  it  would  be  a  much  better  fashion 
to  invite  guests  not  to  eat  but  to  sleep  together.  Sleep 
is  also  one  of  the  most  indispensable  of  hrnnan  wants ; 
consequently,  it  is  in  every  respect  as  rational  an  en- 
joyment. Sleep  is  also  the  nobler  of  the  two  ;  for  it 
is  said  that  a  man  can  exist  nine  days  without  eating, 
but  more  than  three  days  he  has  not  strength  to  resist 
sleep.  The  advantages  also  which  such  a  iaahion  would 
have,  are  incalculable.  In  the  first  place,  it  would  b« 
cheaper  ;  in  the  second,  less  nonsense  would  be  talked ; 
in  the  third,  the  constitutions  of  the  guests  would  BoSet 
less  ;  and  lastly,  the  landlord  or  his  tradesmen  would 
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not  be  NO  soon  ruined  in  doing-  an  honour  to  a.  ne- 
cessary man.  , 
"  After  dinner  there  ie  aootber  important  affair-^j 
cards.  Imagine  to  yourselves  beinga,  created  afte> 
the  im^e  of  God,  Bitting  at  little  tables  covered  ivith 
^een  cloth,  holding  in  theii'  hands  little  slips  of  glazed 
paper  on  which  are  engraved  grotesque  figures  at  va- 
riance with  all  the  rules  of  art,  and  finding  their  plea- 
Bure  in  contesting  wlio  shall  have  for  his  share  the  most 
spots,  or  guesHiug  what  sort  of  a  slip  of  paper  will 
fall  on  i^uch  a  side.  The  guesHers,  or  fillers,  or 
simply — rogues,  who  know  how  to  take  advantage  of 
this  amusement,  become  the  possessors  of  money  whicli 
is  either  wrung  from  the  peasant  who  earns  the  copeeic 
in  the  sweat  of  his  face,  or  acquired  by  the  sale  at 
conscience,  by  inheritance,  by  dowry,  or  it  may  bcy 
ihe  property  of  another. 

"  At  last  the  evening  conies  on — another  important 
atiyr  I  This  is  the  time  for  skipping  according  to  rule, 
by  sound  of  music  It  is  true,  sheep  follow  the  same 
fashion,  but  they  only  skip  when  they  are  satisfied. 
People  in  the  world,  on  the  other  liand,  jump  like 
baboons  in  chains,  sometimes  with  tear^  in  their  eyes. 
Tliis  performance  is  a  dnty.  The  landlord  wishes  to 
have  it  said  next  day,  that  there  was  a  hall  at  his  house. 
Such  of  the  guests,  then,  as  are  not  disabled  by  the 
gout,  or  from  over-eating  themselves,  and  whose  limbs 
are  not  stiff  by  decrepitude,  must  skip,  and  purchase 
by  this  performance  the  privilege  of  being  asked  t« 
other  houses. 

"  The  last  important  buBiiiess  is — siippei';  succeedodi  i 
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by  a  few  hours'  sleep,  to  awake  with  an  acliing  heai], 
white  ton^e,  and  exhaustion  over  all  the  members. 
Next  (lay  the  same  thing  is  repeated,  and  the  day  after 
the  same,  and  »a  on  till  youth  and  life  run  their  course : 
the  exhausted  body  then  breaks  up  :  the  soul  deparli 
and  leaves  behind  it  no  trace  of  its  existence:  the 
uame  continues  some  time  in  the  notary's  bo<^  and 
tradesmen's  accoimta,  and  is  at  last  consigned  to  t*- 
livion ;  while  a  thousand  beings,  alike  in  their  leading 
features,  run  the  same  course  of  insignificance,  siid 
are  cut  off  the  face  of  the  earth  like  so  many  oysten. 
1  may  ask,  is  not  a,  high-bred,  two-le^ed  aniraal,  of 
lesg  merit  than  a  merino  sheep,  which,  during  iw 
earthly  existence,  clothes  and  enriches  many  people 
with  its  wool,  harms  no  one  with  its  tongue,  fomeota 
no  intrigues  to  attain  a  situation  which  it  is  incapable 
of  filling,  deprives  no  one  of  honour  or  property,  and 
exalts  not  its  bead  above  its  fellows,  on  acconni  of 
ita  fleece  being  finer  than  theirs  ? 

"  In  the  preat  world  you  will  find  not  only  grown- 
up people,  but  even  chililren,  who  speak  in  many 
toi^ea.  All  the  difference  consists  in  some  speaking 
with  greater  fluency  than  others.  But  what  do  thejr 
speak  about  P  I  am  really  ashamed  to  repeat  it.  In 
a  family-circle,  among  persons  of  both  eexes  united 
by  mutual  advantage,  (which  is  called  friendship)  ia 
the  fulneBB  of  their  hearts,  the  farourite  occupation 
is  backbiting,  which  blossoms  in  the  world  under  the 
name  of  frankness  and  acntenees  of  observation.  At- 
tend to  the  conversations  in  small  circles — thia  b  their 
essence ;  such  a  one  does  not  know  how  to  dren ; 
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another  is  a  coquette ;  another  has  a  bad  temper ; 
another  is  a  fool ;  another  is  a  apend-thrift  ;  another  a 
manieuvrer  :  this  one  is  unsuiFeiable  ;  that  one  is  ri- 
diculous ;  this  one  is  an  awkward  creature ;  that  one 
is  simply  an  idiot ;  this  one  is  quite  taken  up  with 
himself  or  herself ;  that  one  is  favoured  beyond  his  or 
her  deserts  ;  and  tliis  one  is  in  dis^jace,  not  without 
cause.  In  one  place  it  was  very  dull,  in  another  very 
pleasaot,  notwithstanding  the  landlord  or  landlady  was 
unbearable.  To-morrow  we  expect  that  it  will  be  an 
agreeable  party  iu  such  a  place,  but  it  will  be  tiresome 
in  such  auotlier  place  ;  but,  to  make  up  for  that,  such 
and  such  persons  of  note  will  be  there.  In  the  more 
splendid  parties,  what  do  they  talk  about  ?  It  is 
colder  to  day  than  it  was  yesterday.  This  one  has 
gt>t  a  situation,  that  one  an  order;  this  one  has  lost 
his  place,  that  one  has  come  to  town,  and  this  one  is 
leaving  town.  In  the  magasins  de  inodes  we  saw 
such  and  such  new  ariicles  :  this  dress-maker  does  her 
work  well,  and  that  peruke-maker  understands  his  bu- 
siness. This  lady  of  note  is  unwell ;  that  young  lady 
ia  going  to  be  married ;  this  one  baa  been  appointed 
a  maid  of  honour ;  that  one  has  been  brought  to  bed 
of  a  son ;  this  one  has  lost  liie  daughter,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
"  My  God  I  is  it  for  this  that  man  is  endued  with 
the  gift  of  epeech  P  is  it  for  this  that  he  is  distinguished 
front  all  other  creatures  by  an  immortal  soul,  by  a 
contemplative  and  creative  mind,  to  waste  his  breath 
in  unmeaning  sounds,  like  crows  and  magpies  p 
Thought  an<l  feeling  can  no  more  find  nourishment  in 
the  society  of  the  great  world  than  larks  and  nightin- 
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gal&i  can  subsist  in  a  barren,  sandy  wilderness.  The 
carrion-crow  is  attracted  thither  by  a  lifelesB  carcase : 
it  ie  his  food.  The  uig'htin^e  delights  to  live  among 
shrubbery,  and  the  lark  to  hang  upon  the  air  1 

"  To  be,  from  childhood  to  decrepitude,  a  life-long 
slave  to  what  are  called  the  uEagea  of  the  world ;  lo 
be  a  uiadiine  for  executing  bowa,  and  niovements  of 
the  jaw-bones  ;  to  epeak  without  thought,  and  think 
without  speaking ;  to  luten  to  nonsense,  and  answer 
without  sense  ;  to  be  in  continual  motion  without 
leaving  the  circle  of  unmeaningness — and  all  this  ia 
called  life  I  Ah,  my  good  Arsalan  Sultan,  tbon  art 
right,  perfectly  right !  All  hail  Kirgheezian  steppe  I 
There,  at  least,    there   is  some  end ;  here,  there  is 


This  is  what  I  wrote  in  my  memorandam-book  after 
two  years'  experience  of  the  great  world.  If  I  chose 
to  describe  these  years,  I  might  write  fifty  yolumefi 
of  nonsense,  as  like  one  another  ns  two  elegastien-,  a 
Parisian  and  a  Russian.  But  so  much  has  been  al- 
ready written  upon  these  topics,  that  it  would  be  ss 
superfluous  as  wearisome  to  enter  npon  what  is  no- 
thing else  than  a  continuation  of  the  history  uf  mo- 
notony. During  these  two  years,  in  place  of  increas- 
ing my  stock  of  wisdom,  I  with  difficulty  avoided  the 
total  loss  of  what  tittle  1  previously  had.  Following 
literally  the  instructions  of  Meloveeden,  I  procured 
myself  a  situation  by  patronage,  received  three  ranks, 
although  up  to  this  time  I  do  not  know  where  the 
office  standa  in  which  I  nominally  served,  or  what  WU 
its  name  :  I  only  recollect  that  it  was  something  about 
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public  buildings.  During  these  two  years  I  auMeed- 
ed  in  making:  myself  a  confidant  of  tbe  old  women,  a 
favourite  of  the  old  meu,  acquired  many  friends  among 
the  young-  people,  particularly  the  young  ladies,  many 
of  whom  found  me  amiable,  kind,  worthy,  and  at- 
tentive. But  my  soul  was  formed  for  activity — for 
strong  emotionn ;  wliile  high  life  in  place  of  being  a 
career  of  activity  is  uothtng  but  a  restless  sleep. 

My  mother  persevered  in  her  serious,  devotional, 
Cum  of  mind.  Meloveeden,  having  rec«ived  Irom 
some  conscientioua  man  ten  thousand  roubles  which 
he  had  gained  from  him  at  play,  and  for  which  he  had 
received  his  bill  when  he  lived  with  hia  wife  in  Mos- 
cow, set  out  in  search  of  hia  dear  Petronella,  learning 
lliat  she  bad  taken  up  bet  abode  in  seclusion  some- 
where in  PolancL  I  remained  alone  in  Moscow,  and 
was  tormented  with  enuui.  My  hearC  thirsted  for 
siMiiething  :  I  sought  for  gratification,  but  did  not  find 
it.  Many  ladies  smiled  upon  me  :  many  girls  selected 
me  in  a  cotillon,  and  in  tlie  peliU  jeux  gave  me  une- 
quivocal marks  of  preference.  But  I  did  not  chuse 
to  be  either  the  slave  of  female  desires  ripened  before 
their  time,  or  to  make  a  fraudulent  marriage.  The 
handsome  Vejeeghen  might  please  the  women  without 
lieing  either  a  nobleman,  or  tbe  proprietor  of  fifteen 
hundred  souls  \  but  before  marrying  into  a  good  fa- 
mily, he  would  have  had  to  come  to  a  more  particu- 
lar explanation.  I  was  so  considemte,  that  I  did  not 
think  either  of  love  or  marriage  ;  but  this  consider- 
ateneas  proceeded  from  the  callousness  of  the  heart, 
not  of  the  im^iuatiou.     To  spring  the  mine  of  the 
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passions  witliin  my  breast,  Dothing  was  wanting'  bnl  a 
spark,  llirong-li  the  icy  surface  of  the  great  world 
the  cold  vaponrs  of  calculation  are  all  that  penetrate. 
Some  in  their  simplicity  mistake  for  flame  the  re- 
flection of  the  rays  from  this  sheet  of  ice.  Appear- 
ances are  deceittiil !  deceittiil  1  Yon  will  find  there 
no  heat,  nothing  but  glare. 

Living  in  the  never-ceasing,  dissipating  confiuion 
of  the  great  world,  I  still  felt  the  want  of  diversion ! 
But  among  us,  a  man  of  the  world  has  no  interme- 
diate state  between  ennui  and  debauchery.  The  arts 
and  sciences  are  barely  suffered  to  sprout :  it  ia  a  rare 
chance  if  they  blossom,  and  they  never  bear  fruit  fit  tu 
feed  a  mind  slumbering  in  inactivity.  There  is,  how- 
ever, one  rational  amusement  in  society — thetheatrt: 
of  this  I  was  an  ardent  admirer  ;  for,  having  no  ume 
to  read  to  myself,  I  gladly  availed  myself  of  the  read- 
ing of  others.  I  thna  pleased  my  own  taste,  besides 
conforming  to  the  usages  of  society. 

One  day  I  saw  an  advertisement  iu  tlie  newspaper, 
that  a  newly  arrived  provincial  actress  would  mdce  ber 
debut  upon  the  Moscow  boards  in  the  character  of  t 
coquette.  Meloveeden's  cousin,  ray  siiicere  frientt 
begged  me  to  take  a  bos.  "  1  am  so  tired,"  said  Ae, 
"  looking  always  on  our  automatons,  that  I  want  n 
see  what  like  a  creature  a  coquette  really  ia."  I  would 
have  said,  that  she  had  only  to  cast  her  eyes  towanfe 
the  mirror,  but  restrained  myself,  and  went  to  procnte 
a  ticket.  We  drove  to  the  theatre.  The  curtain  ros& 
The  new  actress  had  not  yet  appeared  :  coumn  Aneia 
and  I  exerted  our  ingenuity  at  the  expence  of  the  ns- 
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fortunate  performers,  wlio,  aa  the  phrase  is,  were  like 
to  leap  out  of  their  skins  in  their  endeavours  to  please 
ua.  On  a.  sudden  the  new  actress  appears  ;  the  pit 
receives  lier  with  plaudits ;  she  curtsies,  she  bows,  ap- 
proaches towards  the  orchestra,  begins  to  speak,  but 
I  see  and  hear  nothing.  "  What  has  happened  to 
you  ?"  said  cousin  Aneta,  who  wished  to  make  some 
remark  upon  the  dress  of  the  new  actress,  "  For 
God's  sake,  what  has  happened  to  you  ?  You  are 
pale,  you  tremble,  you  are  unwell,"  "Unwell,  very 
unwell  !"  said  I  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  and  left  the 

bo*.     In  the  new  actress  I  recognized Groonya. 

Was  I  in  love  with  Groonya?  I  do  not  know.  I  was 
very  yonng  when  I  fell  acquainted  with  her,  and  my 
mind  waM  then  incapable  of  powerful  emotions.  My 
passions  could  only  drop,  but  could  not  run  into  my 
heart.  The  beauty  of  Groouya  made  then  a  powerful 
impression  upon  my  imagination,  but  not  upon  my 
heart.  Before  and  after  my  unfortunate  journey  to 
Orenburg,  I  met  with  many  females  prettier  than 
Groonya,  but,  aa  souu  as  I  arrived  at  that  age  in 
which  the  passions  comi^  to  maturity,  without  regard- 
ing Groonya's  deceit,  or  the  evils  which  I  had  ex- 
perienced from  her  duplicity,  I  persuaded  myself  that 
it  would  be  difficult  lo  find  a  woman  more  amiable  than 
Groonya.  Her  look  and  the  sound  of  her  voice  never 
biled  to  excite  in  my  mind  a  sensatioii  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  describe  in  words.  I  think  I  could  have 
recognised  her  amongst  a  million,  though  I  had  been 
blindfolded,  her  voice  had  such  a  chami  in  it.  It  went 
right  to  my  heart,  while  her  looks  had  a  supernatural 
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strength  to  draw  and  keep  my  eyee  within  the  sphere 
of  her  attraction.  Since  the  time  of  our  lost  meeting 
I  had  endeavoured  not  to  think  of  Groonya,  but  she 
involnntarily  recurred  to  my  memory  when  love  spread 
its  nets  for  me  in  the  great  world.  There  I  saw  many 
beauties,  but  not  one  pleased  me.  Ah  1  why  wasnal 
Groonya  as  perfect  ia  the  structure  of  her  mind  ai  b 
that  of  her  body,  1  often  thought,  and  again  endea- 
voured not  to  think  more  about  her.  And  after  lU, 
Iiere  she  is  again  before  my  eyes. 

After  taking  breath  in  the  lobby,  I  went  out  into 
the  street,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  theatre, 
collected  my  scattered  thonghtn.  I  could  not  cxplaia 
to  myself  the  reason  why  the  sight  of  Groonya  had  pr»- 
duced  such  an  elfect  upon  me.  It  might  have  natnially 
enough  been  ascribed  to  sudden  fright,  or  to  die 
dreadful  remembrance  of  that  occurrence  which  bad 
well  nigb  proved  fatal  to  me.  But  it  was  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other.  Groonya  appeared  to  my  imagi- 
nation in  no  irightful  colours,  but  in.  all  the  splendotu 
of  her  enchanting  beauty.  What  a  fine  woman, 
thought  I  ;  how  she  has  improved  as  she  has  grown 
up  I  13ut  I  will  nevRr  see  her  again,  I  must  never  see 
her.  Absorbed  iu  these  reflections,  I  found  myself 
again  in  the  corridore  of  the  theatre,  and  almost  with- 
out perceiving  what  I  was  about,  entered  the  l>ai. 
Since  I  am  here,  thought  I,  (excusing  my  weaknese) 
I  may  allow  myself  to  see  her  iik  public  ;  and  I  am 
surely  not  to  debar  myself  from  the  pleasure  of  the 
theatre  for  tliat  hght-headed  girl. 

"  Are  you  better  ?  "  asked  cousin  Aneta.     -     -    ■ 
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"  A  little."  -  .  -  .  "  Ah,  how  nicely  tl 
actress  performs  ber  part  I"  abided  she  :  "  what  au  ad- 
dress, what  a  noble  voice  ;  she  seems  qiiite  aujait  / 
She  sings  also  very  agreeably,  and  has  a  pretty  toler^; 
able  person.  In  truth  she  is  a  foitunate  af  quisition  foe 
our  theatre,  and  you  may  depend  upon  it,  this  good- 
looking  iMadeinoisellePreeinankeea  will  turn  the  hea<I> 
of  our  Moscow  youth."  I  kept  silence  and  looked  at 
the  play-bill  to  read  the  name  which  Groonya  bad  as- 
sumed. The  first  two  acts  being  orer,  I  saw  Groonya 
in  the  third.  She  played  admirably,  and  outstripped 
all  the  expectations  of  the  amateurs  of  the  dnuna. 
There  was  no  end  to  the  plaudits,  and  at  the  eod  of 
the  perfonnauce  the  audience  called  for  her.  During 
the  continuance  of  Groonya's  acting  I  was  all  on  fire. 
I  followed  in  my  mind  her  every  word,  her  every 
movement  ;  suffered  for  her,  trembled  for  her,  and 
almost  wept  far  joy  when  the  loud  plaudits  resounded 
through  the  house.  1  think  I  would  have  died  on  the 
spot,   if  Groonya  had  not  been  successful  I 

After  coixlucting  my  lady  to  her  carnBge,  I  declined 
the  pleasure  of  accompanying  her  home  and  of  spending 
tiie  evening  with  her.  My  limbs  moved  towards  the 
actors'  entrance.  I  intended,  wrapped  up  in  my  cloak, to 
bitre  a  nearer  glimpse  of  Groonya.  Groonya  comes  out, 
but  I  forgot  to  conceal  myself.  "Vejeeghen!"  exclaimed 

sbe :  "  Groonya  I"  said  I and  could  add  no  more. 

She  looked  at  me  steadily,  then  boldly  took  me  by  the 
aim  and  carried  me  with  her.  Her  carriage  drew  up ; 
she  sealed  herself,  and  ordered  rae  to  sit  beside  her. 
The  carriage  rumbled  along  the 
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pavement,  and  I  kept  Bileuce,  not  daring  to  lift  an 
eye,  and  fearing  explanations  which  were  likely  to 
mortify  Groonya.  She  proceeded  herself  to  draw  me 
out  of  thiH  disagreeable  dilemma.  "  Vanya,  my  deaf 
friend,  my  Vanya  1  Thoa  hast  great  reason  to  ab- 
hor me.  I  am  to  blame,  but  not  ao  mach  as  thou 
thinkest.  T  was  too  young  and  inexperienced  :  I  wm 
not  my  own  mistress,  but  was  obliged  to  submit  to  my 
mother.  Tliou  knowest  it  all,  and  my  heart  telli  me 
that  thou  forgivest  me,  that  thou  wilt  love  me  as  be- 
fore ;  love  me  as  I  iove  ihee.  Tell  me.  Vanya,  did  I 
play  well  to-day  ?"  I  kissed  Groonya's  hand,  heated 
a  deep  sigh,  and  said :  "  Thou  didst  admirably,  in- 
comparably I  but  I  do  not  wonder  at  it ;  nature  created 
thee  for  an  actreas.  Thy  playing  led  me  to  the  brink 
of  destruction,  and  now  thou  wishest  to  take  away  my 
peace  and  happiness.  Groonya,  thou  art  too  seducing : 
I  fear  thee  I  Allow  me  to  leave  the  carriage  and  bid 
thee  adieu  for  ever  !"  Tliese  last  words  I  pronounced 
with  such  a  sorrowfid  air,  that  even  Groonya  wu 
touched.  I  almost  choked  myself  in  my  endeavonn 
to  restrain  my  tears  ;  my  heart  was  like  to  burst ;  my 
features  moved  convulsively.  "  Thou  fearest  me, 
Vanjra ;  thou  wishest  to  run  away  from  me  ;  and  tboi 
findest  me  seducing  ?  Vanya,  thy  words  wound  me 
deeply,  but  still  I  find  myself  supremely  blest.  Be- 
lieve me,  my  friend,  that  I  love  thee  and  never  ceBsed 
to  love  thee.  All  the  time  of  our  separation,  tlKn 
wast  never  out  of  my  heart  and  mind.  If  I  vras  to 
blame  for  my  conduct  towards  thee,  I  have  atoned  for 
my  fault  by  sincere  repentance  and  pitiable  suffering. 


Vanya  I  love  me or  I  shall  die  of  despair." 

these  words  Groonya  wept, 

1  wBB  in  extacy,  and  do  not  recollect  what  answer 
I  made:, nor  can  I  describe  my  feelings,  for  I  was  in 
the  third  )ieaven  1  Wlien  tbe  carriage  stopped  at  her 
door,  our  hearts  were  more  strongly  knit  together  than 
before  the  journey  to  Orenbnrg.  With  light  feet  we 
tripped  up  tbe  stairs,  arm-in-arm,  and  hand'in-haiid, 
«ait«red  the  room,  embraced  and  kissed  like  old  friends 
who  had  never  quarrelled.  The  table  was  covered. 
Groonya  ordered  another  cover  and  the  best  wine  to  be 
set  down,  and  taking  me  by  the  arm,  led  me  with  a 
candle  through  all  her  apartments.  "  Look,  my 
Mend,  at  my  little  establishment.  Don't  it  seem  as 
if  it  wanted  a  master  ?  This  is  my  drawing-room.  It 
is  not  large,  but  I  do  not  intend  to  have  many  gueste. 
This  is  my  dressing-room. — This  is  my  dining-room. 
Here  is  my  cabinet  or  study. — Here  is  my  bed-room. 
Isn't  it  Ime  that  my  bed-room  is  fitted  up  nicely  ?" 
*'  All  thy  rooms,  my  dear  Groonya,  are  fittpd  up  taste- 
fully and  very  decently,  though  not  luinriously  :  by 
this  I  should  conclude  that  thon  hast  a  tolerable  salary." 
"  What  sort  of  salaries  do  they  give,  my  friend  !"  re- 
plied Groonya :  "  all  my  hope  rests  on  niy  benefit.  I 
brought  along  with  me  a  couple  of  thousand  roubles, 
which  I  have  almost  entirely  spent  on  indispensable 
wants,  and  am  owing,  besides,  three  thousand  roubles 
for  furniture.  God  is  gracious,  and  I  rely  ti|>on  his  pro- 
vidence ;  one  way  or  other,  1  hope  to  be  able  to  get 
through,  but  thou  wilt  agree,  my  friend,  that  a  young 
woman,  an  actress,  with  my  smalt  abilities  and  a  pretty 
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tolerable  exterior,  shonlil  not  live  like  a  rope-dancer  ? 
However,  it  is  Bopper-time." 

After  snpping  with  Groonya,  I  remained  tiU  long 
past  midnigbi,  and  etill  had  not  time  to  ask  her  wbit 
had  indnced  her  to  become  an  actress.  Ten  tintea  ah* 
hema  to  relate  her  adTentares,  and  ten  times  I  inttf^ 
nipted  her,  to  talk  of  love  !  Upon  this  occasion,  bII 
that  I  learned  was,  that  she  had  lost  her  mother  and 
property.  She  invited  me  to  dine  with  her  nest  ilay, 
and  promised  to  relate  her  history.  It  was  time  W 
separate.  I  went  home  mad  wilh  love,  continually 
repeating  to  myself — "Groonya,  dear  Groonya,  eh« 
loves  me  ;  there  is  no  donht  that  she  was  innocent  in 
deceiving  me."  Next  morning,  it  otmck  tne  that  it 
most  be  unpleasant  for  Groonya  to  be  etrutened  for 
want  of  money,  and  to  be  in  debt.  I  therefore  sent  her, 
by  my  man  Fetroff,  6ve  thousand  roubles. 

Notwithstanding  that  I  lived  decently,  kept  my 
carriage,  and  dressed  always  in  tlie  newest  fashion, 
entertained  my  friends,  made  small  presents  to  the 
ladies  on  tlieir  name's-days,  and  bought  confection! 
and  toys  for  all  spoiled  children  in  order  to  please  theif 
mammas  ;  bought  lottery  tickets  which  never  turned 
out  prizes,  and  paid  my  card-debts  to  the  old  women 
wttbont  ever  receiving  a  kopeek  of  what  they  owed 
me  ;  notwithstanding  all  these  espences,  I  did  not 
break  npon  my  capital.  This  will  appear  to  many  as- 
tonishing, particularly  when  I  add  that  I  used  no  ex- 
traordinary means  to  acquire  money.  But,  when  luck 
favours  a  man,  money  will  come  into  his  pocket  alm«l 
unawares  ;  when,  on  the  other  hand,  it  begins  to  torn 
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against  him,  neither  strong-boxes  nor  bolts  can  liiniler 
his  money  from  taking  wings  and  flying  away.  I  play- 
ed games  of  bIuU  honestly,  but  desl*rously,  coolly 
and  attentively :  I  sat  down  and  played  for  high  stakes, 
and  was  almost  invariably  a  giuner.  Having  no  con* 
ception  of  dishonest  play,  by  mere  dint  of  Inck  I 
thwarted  all  the  plans  laid  against  me  by  professional 
gamblers.  When  faro  was  the  game,  I  suddenly  pnt 
some  cards  into  the  heart  of  a  taille  ;  if  I  gained,  I 
pocketed  the  money  and  marched  home;  if  Host,  I  gave 
up  playing,  and  never  continued  till  my  money  was  all 
gone.  I  proceeded  in  this  way  by  the  advice  of  Melo- 
veeden,  who  well  knew  how  to  advise,  tbougfa  be  was 
ill  able  to  carry  his  wise  rules  into  execution — for 
tliis  reason,  because  he  advised  in  cold  blood,  while 
in  action  his  blood  was  always  heated  by  bis  passions. 
Not  being  attached  either  to  gaming  or  money,  I 
played,  as  it  is  called,  by  calculation  ;  and,  fortune 
bvotiring  me,  without  being  a  gambler,  I  lived  by 
play.  In  the  course  of  two  years,  I  had  gained 
about  twenty  five  thousand  roubles  ready  money,  and 
b&dt  at  least,  as  much  owing  me.  But,  as  f  sent 
Groonya  all  that  remained  on  band,  leaving  myself 
only  some  hundreds  for  my  petty  expennes,  I  would 
now  have  to  break  in  upon  my  capital  in  cai«e  of 
any  unforeseen  expences.  It  is  true  this  was  greatly 
against  my  will  ;  but  when  I  sent  the  money  to 
Groonya,  I  thought  of  Groonya  and  not  of  my  money. 
She  made  a  present  of  a  hundred  roubles  to  Petroff, 
who,  when  he  returned,  was  quite  in  raptures  with 
the  good  beauty,  as  he  called  Groonya  on  first  ac- 
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quaintance.  She  thanked  me  in  such  a  tender  letter, 
that,  when  I  read  it,  I  could  have  given  her  my  last 
kopeek.  If  any  one  tells  me  that  he  has  thought  of 
money  and  heen  in  love  at  the  same  time,  I  will  an- 
swer him,  in  plain  terms, — thcU  was  no  love ;  it  was 
calculation. 


Hislory  of  Groonya — Intimacy  iritb  a  clcvpr  AetrcBfl,  or  the 

I  did  not  fail  to  come  to  diimer.  Groonya  received 
me  with  open  arms,  laagbed,  wept,  and  repeated  a 
ihoneand  limes  that  there  was  not  a  happier  being-  in 
the  world  than  she,  now  tliat  she  was  re-eatabligbed 
in  my  affectious.  Daring  dinner,  1  related  to  her  in 
«  few  words  my  adrentarea  in  the  Kii^heezian  steppe. 
After  dinner  we  sat  down  on  a  divan,  and  Groonya 
began  her  narrative. 

"  My  father,  sa  you  know,  left  behind  him  con- 
siderable jiroperty ;  but  my  mother,  lo  whose  manage- 
ment it  was  iatrualed  daring  my  nonage,  squandered 
it,  besides  contracting  large  debts.  You  saw  our  man- 
ner of  life.  At  our  house  assembled  all  the  amateurs 
and  professors  of  card-playing.  All  that  my  mother 
gained  for  her  share  in  her  copartnery  with  the  pro- 
fessional gamblers,  she  lost  in  trying  her  luck  against 
them,  besides  losing  money  of  her  own.  To  complete 
her  misfortunes,  she  fell  in  love  with  a  young  weather- 
cock, who  promised  to  marry  her,  borrowed  from  her 
a  large  simi  of  money,  afid  married — another.  Our 
condition,  before  setting  off  for  Orenbui^,  was  quite 
desperate  :  the  house  was  mortgaged,  not  a  kopeek  of 
our  capital  remained,  and  we  had  twice  as  much  debt 
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as  the  whole  property  amounted  to.  At  tliattimemy 
uncle  died,  and  we  hastened  to  Orenbui^  to  cluni 
what  he  bad  left.  Loping  that  erery  thing  would  go 
in  our  farour. 

"  1  hardly  left  the  boarding-Bcbool,  where  I  had  learn- 
ed the  usual  accomplish  men  te,  that  is  to  say,  Ic  hold 
up  my  head  and  chatter  French,  when  my  mother  pro- 
ceeded to  complete  my  education  under  her  own  care, 
and  b^an  to  teach  rae  coquetry,  in  order  that,  by  my 
beaaty  and  fascinating  manners,  I  migbt  drew  rick 
young  men  to  the  house.  Yon  have  frequently  seea 
how  I  used  to  pick  out  cards  for  a  liot-bluoded  ponleur^ 
and  advise  him  to  stake  Jar^e  sums  on  my  good  foi- 
nme.  I  always  made  choice,  for  this  purpose,  of 
playM^  wlio  could  not  look  with  compasure  on  my 
charms,  and  williTt};ly  submitted  to  me.  I  need  honily 
add,  that  the  card  chosen  by  ine  always  lost,  as  the 
^ramblers  whispered  into  my  ear  what  to  fix  upoai 
This  was  a  disagrecalile  part  to  perform,  but  I  wh 
obliged  to  obey,  and  had,  besides,  to  distrUjaie  Idiid 
looks  and  friendly  smiles,  and  listen  to  all  the  amo- 
rous speeches  of  the  players  who  were  in  love  with 
me,  and  t«  flatter  them  with  the  hopes  of  recipiocil 
afiection.  I  give  you  my  word  of  honour,  that  I  co- 
quetted witJi  the  greatest  aversion  before  I  knew  dtee. 

"  I  was  ordered  to  allure  thee  to  the  boose.  Hiit 
was  an  extreme]}'  agreeable  commisition.  Ftwo  the 
time  tliat  I  left  the  board  iDp;-«choal  I  had  no  occasioa 
to  dissemble,  for  I  loved  thee  sincerely.  Rect^leci 
how  [  not  only  did  not  draw  thee  to  'play,  bnt  even 
made  a  practice  of  withdrawing  the«  from  it.    My 
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inotlier  often  scolded  me  for  tha.t ;  but  I  resolutely 
declared  to  her,  that  on  the  understanding  that  I 
ma  not  to  allure  thee  to  play,  I  agreed  to  decoy  others 
at  lier  discretion.      For  this  reason  she  left  me  at  rest. 

"  In  Orenburg  another  misfortune  befell  ua.  The 
eonrt  had  scarcely  resolved  to  pnt  us  in  possession 
of  my  uncle's  property,  when  other  claimants  ap- 
peared ;  half  a  dozen  of  ei-eviea  with  a  will  regularly 
di»wn  up  and  witnessed.  The  property  had  been  ac- 
quired by  my  uncle  bimself,  consequently  it  would 
liBve  been  at  any  rate  a  vain  endeavonr  to  attempt  to 
set  aside  the  will ;  much  more  so  in  this  case,  where 
the  etepees  were  good-lookinp^  girls,  and  had  strong 
patronage.  BafHed  in  this,  my  mother  openeil  a  gam- 
ing-house, wrote  to  Moscow  for  some  axiepts,  and  ap- 
pointed me  again  to  play  the  part  of  syren,  and  entice 
the  ill-fated  adrenturers  on  the  sea  of  fortune  upon  our 
Scylla  and  Charybdis. 

"  BuBinegB  went  very  badly  with  us  til!  winter.  We 
almost  lived  upon  tick.  Panicalarly  at  firnt,  we  were 
greatly  in  straits  for  money.  At  this  time,  there  ar- 
rived in  Orenburg,  upon  government-business,  the  ad- 
iutMiI  of  a  Petersburgli  general,  Captain  Count  I.ov- 
koff,  a  young  man  of  an  agreeable  person,  of  a  wealthy 
fomily,  rheei'ful  disposition,  and  fasrinnting  maimer^i 
He  saw  me  on  the  promenade,  fell  in  love  with  me, 
introduced  himself  at  our  house,  and  became  a  daily 
visitor.  My  mother,  under  threats  of  her  curse,  or- 
dered me  to  use  all  my  arts  of  allurement  to  make  a 
prize  of  Count  LovkofT.  The  game  of  love  is  much 
more  dangerous  than  any  game  at  cards,  and  it  often 
'  F  5 
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linppeiLs,  tliBt  tlie  loss  is  upon  tlie  side  of  tlie  party 
wliith  spreaJs  all  ita  Boares  to  entrap  the  other.  Connl 
Lovkoff  lost  money  in  our  iiouse,  but,  to  recompense 
liim  for  tbiLt,  he  axserted  his  rights  over  me,  and  iii- 
nensilily  raught  me  in  the  very  eame  toils  which  I  had 
prepared  for  him.  Heairing  patiently  his  declaralious 
of  love,  811(1  becoming  ao  accustomed  to  them,  that  I 
felt  uneasy  wlien  I  did  not  hear  them,  at  last,  in  or- 
der to  continue  this  agreeable  amnsement,  and  keep 
the  Count  hanging  about  me,  I  acknowledged  that  I 
liked  him.  The  Count  was  a  man  of  the  world,  and 
experienced  beyond  his  years  in  affairs  of  this  stamp. 
We  soon  formed  a  close  friendship  and  familiarity,  of 
which  you  were  a  witness.     -     -     -     . 

"  You  still  lived  in  my  heart,  but  I  coiifese  your  re- 
spectful, tiraiil,  iavf  appeared  but  cJiild'e  play  com- 
pared with  tJie  fiery,  impetuous  passion  of  the  Count. 
When  he  learned  from  Vorovaateen,  that  yon  had  ar- 
rived in  Orenbm-g  in  aearch  of  me,  he  swore  he  would 
annihilate  yon  ;  and.  in  order  to  save  you  from  danger, 
I  thought  it  best  to  keep  you  at  a  distance,  and  even 
to  abuse  you. —  —  It  is  true,  the  medicine  was  ra- 
ther nanaeous,  but  I  thought  then  that  I  did  welL 
Your  sudden  appearance  put  me  into  such  a  etate  o( 
agitation,  tliat  I  was  beside  myself. —  —  I  do 
not  kuow  what  I  said.  Yoar  attempt  to  lower  me 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Count  put  me  into  a  rage.  My  dew 
Vanya,  forgive  me  I" 

Groonya  we]>t,  and  I  solemnly  declared  and  assnred 
her  with  an  oath,  that  I  entirely  forgave  her,  and  did 
not  preserve  in  my  breast  the  smallest  particle  of  dis- 
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pleasiu'e  for  aiiy  tliiDg  wbicli  had  happened. — "  Be 
sincere,  Groonya,"  a^d  I  :  "  all  in  forgotten,  all  is 
fbrgiren :   I  love  tliee  more  tljan  ever  I" 

"  I  wished  to  !eam  what  had  become  of  thee,"  said 
Groonya-  "  I  was  informed  tlmt  tlioit  hadst  been 
taken  ill  ;  that  VorovaateeD,  the  day  fulluwiiig,  ha<l 
hired  another  lodgino^;  that  some  unknown  person  had 
come  for  thee  in  a  cart,  to  remove  thee  into  thy  new 
dwelling,  but  that  the  landlord  of  thirs  other  lodgiu^ 
Lad  not  seen  tliee.  Vorovnateen  in  a  few  dayx  left 
Orenburg,  without  taking  leave  of  us,  and  1  did  not 
know  what  had  become  of  tliec.  A  secret  voice  with- 
in me  reproached  me  for  my  behaviour  towai'du  thee. 
Shocking  dreams  frequently  distnrbeil  my  sleep.  1 
saw  thee  dying,  saw  thy  spectre  threatening  me  with 
vengeance.  I  thought  that  thou  wert  dead,  I  wept, 
]  prayed :  at  last  my  spirits  became  gradoally  calmer, 
and  if  I  did  not  forget  thee  altogetlier,  at  any  rate  I 
thought  seldomer  about  thee.  ' 

"  My  dear  ftiend  I  allow  me  to  cast  a  veil  over  the 
more  particular  details  of  my  adventures,  mixed  up 
as  they  are  with  transgressions,  the  enormity  of  which 
I  feel  in  its  fullest  pxtent,  and  of  which  I  repent  from 
the  bottom  of  my  soul.  The  Count,  having  repre- 
sented to  me  in  an  artful  manner  my  unfortunate  si- 
tuation in  a  gaming-house,  and  promisiug  to  marry  nie 
&ft«r  the  death  of  his  old  and  sickly  father,  persuad- 
ed me  to  elope  with  him  secretly  for  Kieff,  where  hiK 
regiment  was  quartered,  an<l  wliithcr  he  had  been  or- 
dered, on  having  given  up  the  designation  of  adjutant. 
It  was  not  long  before  I  saw  my  error.  The  Count 
F  3 
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was  amiaLle,  tender,  and  reapHCtfal,  like  all  lorere  till 
Buch  time  as  their  deaigns  are  completed ;  but  after 
tbat,  he  behaved  rudely,  capricioBHly,  and  coldly,  an<l 
seemed  anxioua  to  rid  himself  of  his  credulous  victim. 
Not  a  day  pasHed  without  quarrelling,  mutual  abuse, 
and  tears.  The  contempt  with  which  I  was  treateil 
on  all  sides,  stung  me  to  the  quick,  and  the  ficklenew 
of  the  Count  who  amused  himself  with  other  connec- 
tioDB,  drove  iiie  to  desperation.  At  last  he  declared 
to  me  that  his  father  was  dead,  and  that  he  was  ob- 
liged to  set  off  immediately  for  Petereburgh.  I  re- 
minded him  of  his  promise  :  lie  was  silent.  I  asked 
liim  to  take  me  with  him  :  he  affirmed  it  was  impos- 
sible. At  last  he  departed,  and  in  a  month  I  leanied 
that  bis  father  was  alive,  and  tbat  my  lover  was  mar- 
ried to  a  rich  yonng  lady  of  an  illuBtriuus  family. 

"  You  may  imagine  to  yourself  my  despair-  I 
thought  of  returning  to  my  mother  who  had  removed 
back  to  Moscow ;  but  in  answer  to  my  letter,  1  re- 
ceived the  news  tbat  my  mother  was  dead.  I  remain- 
ed an  orphan,  cast  upon  the  wide  world,  without  a  pro- 
tector, without  money,  and  without  my  good  name  ! 

"  The  Count  appointed  one  of  his  irieDda  to  selll* 
with  me,  and  offered  me  an  annuity,  on  ccmdition  of 
leaving  him  at  peace.  1  spomed  bis  offer,  and  wrote 
his  wife  a  letter  in  which  I  exhausted  my  indiguation 
upon  the  author  of  my  misfortunes.  I  was  for  somr 
time  undecided,  whether  I  should  live  or  throw  my- 
self into  tlie  water.  My  youth  at  last  got  the  better 
of  roy  despair :  I  grew  calmer,  but  not  kaowii^  in 
what  way  to  get  a  livelihood,  1  thought  of  engaging 
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myself  aa  a  serratit.  At  this  time  there  cl»Dce<l  to  be 
in  Kieff  a  troop  of  strolling  players,  (^omposed  of  half- 
taa^ht  Bchoolboye,  expelled  HtudentH,  Iialf-lettered  ac- 
treaseB,  and  n\a,vea  who  bad  g^  their  liberty,  or  were 
allowed  by  their  inaners  to  lire  on  paasports.  The 
thought  suddenly  struck  me  to  turn  actresH.  The 
manager  of  this  horde,  a  decayed  prompter,  having 
examined  my  abilitieH  for  the  theatre,  was  ho  pleased 
with  me,  that  he  immediately  ioHtalled  me  in  liia  troop 
sa  &Ht  singer,  first  tragic  and  comic  actreiw,  and  first 
dancer.  I  declined  performing  in  Kieff,  where  the  of- 
ficers kiiew  me.  We  net  off  for  die  Malo-msHan 
^ra,  where  1  acquired  renown,  and  drew  crowds  to 
the  booths  in  which  we  performed.  I  was  the  raaiii 
support  of  the  company,  aiid  owing  to  tliat  wait  look- 
ed up  to  by  all,  more  than  even  the  manager  himself. 
Notwithstanding  I  had  been  pnt  over  their  heads,  the 
women  themselves  loved  me,  because  I  did  not  inter- 
fere in  any  of  their  aSairs,  conducted  myself  modestly, 
kept  admirers  at  a  distance,  and  even  got  the  name 
of  being  hard-hearted.  I  had  no  rest  from  suitors : 
some  of  tile  small  country-gentry  offered  me  their  hand, 
but  I  preferred  a  free  life,  and  did  not  chuse  to  bnry 
myself  alive  in  the  folds  of  any  of  these  sheep-shearers. 
The  clapping  of  hands  became  to  me  a  necessary  of 
life  ;  I  thought  of  nothing  but  fame  I 

"  Want  of  money  followed  us  like  a  guilty  con- 
BCience,  whithersoever  we  went.  When  we  arrived  in 
any  town,  we  nsually  lived  upon  credit,  till  we  suc- 
ceeded in -collecting  money  to  pay  our  debts  and  de- 
fray our  expences  to  another  place.  We  clothed  our- 
F  4 
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selves  from  tlie  itrocpeda  of  our  benefita,  bjkI  lioarikil 
uid  lodged  at  the  expense  of  the  coiitmon  stock  or 
tbe  maSHgei'.  Tiie  dmnion  of  the  profits  was  regu- 
larly preconcer(«d  on  our  arrival  at  each  fur,  bat  at 
the  winding  up,  it  always  ajipeared  that  there  was  aa- 
thing  to  divide.  However,  we  lived,  though  not  in 
wealth,  at  least  iu  cfaitcrfulneKa,  not  caring  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  coiieoling  ourselvea  with  the  present. 

*'  On  one  occasion,  as  we  passed  through  a  bidiII 
market-town,  tlie  manager  announced  to  qb  that  tbe 
exchequer  wan  iu  Huch  a  state  of  exhaui^tion,  that  ii 
was  impossible  to  move  further  without  a  freah  supply. 
We  made  a  halt  at  the  tavern,  fitted  up  a  shed  iu  tbe 
yard  for  a  theatre,  made  cliandelient  of  cask-hoops, 
erected  our  own  paper  scenery,  and  beplastered  ill 
the  comers  of  the  etreets  with  written  advertisements. 
Some  days  elapsed,  and  we  had  not  a  single  auditor. 
At  tliis  time  thei-e  chanced  to  alight  at  the  tavern  a  ridi 
gentleman,  who  was  ou  his  way  from  Petersburgh  ID 
hia  estate  in  the  country.  Perceiving  by  our  advei- 
tieeiuent  that  our  company  intended  to  perform  Sudu- 
roakoff"a  tragedy  of  '  Denielriiw  ike  Pi-elender,'  and 
the  opera  of  '  The  Miller,'  and  only  waited  fur  an  au- 
dience to  shew  off  their  splendid  abilities,  the  travi^ 
ling  geiitleuian,  for  lua  owu  recreation,  ordered  ■ 
performance  for  himself,  and  at  the  expenc«  of  a  fifty- 
rouble  note,  entered  the  theatre  mint  along  with  his 
poodle.  Notwitli-standing  that  the  poodle  interrupted 
our  declamation,  barkiug  prodigiously  as  soon  aa  unr 
'  Demetrius  the  Pretender'  fell  into  a  rage ;  notwith- 
standing timt  the  candles,  entreuched  upon  the  In 
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Lug  hoops,  partly  weut  out,  and  partly  fell  npoii  tlie 
actors'  heads  ;  not  with  BtajidJiig  that  there  was  not 
H  complete  fiddle  in  the  whole  orchestra,  we  went 
tlirough  the  performance  with  ecldl,  and  the  rich 
gentleman  observed  in  me  abilities  which  he  was 
pleased  to  call  great  talent.'^  From  pure  generosity 
lie  made  me  a  present  of  two  hundred  roubles  tu  pay 
my  expences  to  the  government-town,  where  an  ama- 
teur of  the  drama  entertained  a  theatrical  company. 
I  followed  his  advice,  left  my  companions,  and  on  my 
arrival  at  the  government-town,  made  myself  known 
to  the  proprietor  of  the  theatre.  After  my  lifbut,  I 
waH  allowed  a  benefit  on  condition  of  performing  a 
certain  number  of  times  for  account  of  the  theatre. 
My  benefit  was  splendid,  for  the  elections  of  provin- 
cial magiHtrates  and  the  public  hunt  happened  to  be  at 
that  time.  With  the  money  wliicli  1  had  acquired, 
and  letters  of  recommeiidatiou,  I  eet  off  for  Moscow, 
addressed  myself  to  one  of  the  actresses  belonging  tu 
the  theatre  here,  and  thou,  having  seen  me  on  my  first 
appearance  on  the  Moscow  boards,  canst  form  some 
ides  to  thyself  of  my  small  abilities  and  of  the  success 
which  I  am  likely  to  attain  in  the  career  that  lies  be- 
fore me  in  this  metropolis." 

"  Dear  Groonya,"  said  I,  "  thou  seeat  nothing  but 
flowers  in  the  patli  wliich  thou  liast  chotten,  and  forget'st 
to  take  into  account  the  chance  of  meeting  with  re- 
verses. Listen  to  my  advice :  give  up  the  theatre ;  I 
will  marry  thee  ;  we  will  go  and  settle  in  some  coantry- 
loWD,  and  I  with  my  capital  will  either  enter  into 
trade,  or  employ  myBeI(  in  agriculture.     Hearts  which 
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are  happy  together  want  but  little  outward  enjoy- 
■neatsl" 

Groonya  niuHed  a  little,  then  placing  her  band  upon 
my  ahonlder,  and  with  a  look  full  of  tendemesi,  aaid : 
"  Vejeeghen  I  tliy  Arcadian  castlea  would  do  for  a 
VandeTille,  but  wonld  not  answer  for  real  life,  h  il 
possible  that,  at  the  name  of  fame,  thy  heart  can  re- 
main cold  ?  1h  it  poaaible  that  the  splendid  success 
of  thy  Groonya  does  not  move  thee  ?  Vanya,  deai 
Vanya  I  if  thou  only  kneweat  llie  pleasures  arisine 
from  public  applause,  from  seeing  one's  name  in  jhtiiI. 
from  reading  one's  praises  in  the  newspapeis,  whilst 
thou  lovedHt  me,  thon  not  only  wouldst  not  wish  to 
withdraw  me  from  my  profession,  bat  wouldst  b« 
doubly  liappy  in  the  enjoyment  of  my  love  and  my  gooJ 
fortune  I  No,  Vejeeghen,  1  c«mot  pluck  myself  litMD 
the  theatre  at  the  very  moment  when  it  is  resoanding 
with  my  ajiplauses,  when  it  procures  me  both  the 
means  of  exiKtence  and  the  highest  pleasnre,  and  re- 
conciles me  with  the  world,  from  which  I  may  say,  I 
deaerted.  Wait  a  little  while,  allow  me  to  indnlge  in 
my  present  enjoyments,  and  then 1  am  thine  for 

I  wished  to  dispute,  to  ai^ue  the  matter,  boi 
Groonya  begged  me  to  make  an  end  of  my  disconrw. 
"  Fame  and  love  I"  exclaimed  she  :  "  that  is  ibe 
watch-word  of  a  good  actress.  Take  thinge  m  they 
are,  or  I  will  be  unhappy  I" 

It  was  my  duty  to  submit,  or  rather  it  was  not  ny 

duty,  bnt  1  thought  it  better  to  snbmit and  held 

my  pe3C«-     A  month  passed  :  Groonya  beoune  ao  ob- 
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ject  of  adoration  to  all  the  lovers  of  thp  fair  sex  and  of 
the  drama,  and  an  object  of  envy  to  all  coquettes.  She 
triumplied  :  I  enfl'ered  and  was  silent.  There  was 
gradually  formed  in  my  houae  a  small  BOi;iety  of  the 
patrons  of  dramatar^,  of  hoiubie  and  oflicioue  ser- 
vants of  actresses  who  follow  in  the  wake  of  any  one 
of  their  sisters  who  hears  the  bell,  in  order  to  catch  a 
CBst-ofl' admirer  or  get  their  benefit  ticket!)  disponed  of, 
and  of  some  of  the  official  people  connected  with  the 
theatre,  who  are  as  indispensable  for  the  success  of  an 
actress  as  the  wooden  stands  are  for  the  scenery.  But 
Groonya  behaved  herself  admirably.  Towards  the 
rich  and  noble  dramatic  amateurs  she  behaved  with  a 
respectful  pride ;  received  them  only  on  fised  days  and 
at  fixed  hours,  all  together  in  the  presence  of  other 
females,  and  did  not  allow  the  smallest  fireedom  either 
in  word  or  behaviour.  The  officers  *  of  the  tlieatre 
she  knew  how  to  treat  in  such  a  manner  that  they  in- 
variably anticipated  her  wishes.  Uroonya  passed  for  a 
phcenix  of  wit  and  a  nonpareil  of  viitue.  In  the  higher 
circles  nothing  was  talked  of  but  the  beautifn]  RnssiaiL 
actress,  who  spoke  French  admirably.  This  last  cir- 
cumstance  put  the  hoary  admirers  of  the  fair  sex  beside 
themselves.  '■  A  Russian  actress  speak  French  ? — 
Cest  chamiant  /  cent  chai-matit .'"  replied  the  okl 
gallants  :   "  what  a  pity  that  she  is  virtuous  I      Virtue 

in  an  actrnss  ! an  extravi^rance  which  ought  not  to 

lie  tolerat^ul."  So  the  gallants  reasoned,  but  Groouyn 
smiled,  and  loved  me  alone. 


•  The  Ihtai 
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One  <lay  I  fuanil  Groonya  quite  nielaticboly  ;  liec 
eyea  were  red,  her  cheeka  were  pale — it  seemed  she 
boil  been  crying.  I  was  amazed.  "  Dear  Groonya, 
wbat  baa  happened  to  ihee  ;  tell  me  for  God's  sake  •■" 
"  Ab,  Vejeepiheii,  what  an  unfortunate  being  1  am  ! 
They  ha^e  given  me  the  principal  part  to  perform  in 
tbe  new  Opel's,  to  gratify  tlie  Dialii'e  of  that  foolish  ami 
faded  creature  Maakeen,  who  prides  herself  merely 
because  ahe  can  do  wbat  abe  likes  with  tbe  property  of 
Count  Jatkeen,  and  appeara  upon  the  stagi!  in  a  blaze 
of  gold  and  diamon<ls.  She  will  perform  tbe  second 
part  in  that  opera  ;  tijat  was  my  doing  in  spite  of  all 
the  intrigues  of  the  Count's  party.  I  had,  however, 
to  put  up  with  a  rionstrous  silly  declaration  of  love 
from  an  ass  of  an  employe  behind  the  scenes.  -  -  - 
-  ■  Don't  fear,  Vanya  ;  I  see  thy  eye  ewelling  and 
thou  art  losing  heart  alrftady  :  I  only  heard  tbe  decla- 
ration, and  have  now  quite  forgotten  it.  Be  that  aii 
it  may,  tbe  principal  part  falls  to  me  !  Now  whit 
does  that  spiteful  Maskeen  think  to  do.  She  has  to 
represent  my  rival,  a  rich  old  widow  ;  and  so  she  ba« 
ordered  a  wonderfully  rich  dress  embroidered  with 
pore  gold  upon  velvet,  and  intends  to  appear  with  a 
load  of  brilliants  beside  me,  who  will  be  iu  falne  gold 
and  glass  pearls  I"  Groonya  wept.  "  But  there  are 
ways  and  means  to  remedy  that,"  said  I,  stamtnerii^ : 
"  do  not  cry,  but  let  us  consult  about  it  coolly." — 
"  What  is  the  uiie  of  consulting  F  out  of  a  hundred 
old  debauchees  I  might  easily  find  one  who  is  agree- 
able and  who  would  be  ready  to  ruin  himself  for  my 
fiake.     Bat  for  :nillions  of  money  I  could  not  bear  to 
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have  to  do  with  lifeless  bodies.  Every  woman  has  her 
own  way  of  thinking  ;  but  I  could  oever  on  any  ac- 
count agree  to  say  loob/r/oo  (I  love)  to  a.  man  to  whom 
m^nento  mori  would  be  more  fitting.  Young  beauties 
are  either  bare  as  hawka,  or  so  mucli  occupied  witli 
tfaemselves,  that  they  imagine  their  looks  are  prettier 
and  more  valuable  than  diamonds.  Wliat  conscience 
there,  Vanya  P  1  love  thee  alone,  and  would  prefer 
to  sink  and  bum  for  shame  rather  than  be  fal«e  to  tbee." 
I  kissed  Groonya's  hand  and  s^il  :  "My  dear  Groonyal 
thy  playing  will  eclipse  the  splendour  of  Maakeen's 
dress."  "  How  can  I  play  well  when  I  have  that  doll 
with  all  her  vain-show  before  my  eyes  I"  "  What 
would  a  dress  cost  ?"  "  Fifteen  hundred."  "  Fifteen 
hundred  is  not  much,  bnt  the  brilUauts,"  "  The  bril- 
liants could  be  borrowed,  only  a  deposit  would  have  to 
be  made  for  them.  Fur  my  own  nse  I  only  want  a 
pair  of  decent  diamond  ear-rings  and  a  peurl-cla.'tp  :  all 
the  rest  mi^dit  be  borrowed.  But  let  us  drop  tlie  sub- 
ject ;  sit  down  beside  me,  Vanya,  and  we  will  talk 
about  something  else."  "  Excuse  me,  Groonyn,  but 
I  cannot  remain  longer  at  present.  I  have  but  one  re- 
quest to  make:  do  not  torment  thyself,  and  undertake 
nothing  till  dinner  time.  I  will  come  and  dine  with 
theei  and  we  will  again  lay  our  beads  together.  Who 
knows  but  perhaps  even  Vejeeghen  may  be  able  to  do 
sometltiiig  for  thee '" 

In  a  state  of  strong  agitation  I  left  Groonya.  She 
loves  me,  thought  1 — she  disdains  all  other  connections 
from  love  tome,  and  fur  my  sake  even  sacrifices  female 
vanity  and  self  love.     O  my  invaluable  Groonya  I  I 
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ought  to  recompenae  tliee  for  this  disinterested  aiTec- 
tion,  and  return  to  tbee  a  part  of  the  pleasure  which 
I  enjoy  from  tliy  love.  Witb  these  thou^ts,  I  flen 
borne,  took  my  bank-receipts,  went  with  tbem  to  the 
opekooimk^  soiyel,  took  up  ten  thousand  roubles,  and 
set  off  immediately  to  a  jeweller.  1  selected  a  beanti- 
ful  pair  of  ear-rings  and  pearl  ^^iijioti',  for  six  thou- 
sand roubles,  bonowed  a  diadem,  necklace,  and  brace- 
lets, Tslued  at  twenty-five  thousand  ronblee,  leaTing 
ill  pledge  my  remiuDing  bank-receipts,  ajid  retnniHl 
to  Groonya,  who  was  just  sitting  down  to  dinner,  sop- 
posing  that  I  would  not  come.  She  received  oie  ten- 
derly but  witb  a  melancholy  countenance.  "  Thon 
ksowest,  Groonya,  that  I  have  a  superstitions  fear  of 
dreams  ?"  "  What  of  tliat  ?"  "  I  dreamed  last  ni^l 
that  daring  dinner  something  unexpected  occnrred 
to  thee :  put  my  mind  at  eane,  my  dear,  by  seeing  if 
all  is  riglit  in  the  kitchen.  Dost  thou  know  that  in  * 
bouse  laKly,  the  cook,  in  place  of  sugar,  sprinkled  a 
tart  with  arsenic  which  had  been  placed  iu  a  cupboard 
for  killing  rats  !"  "  My  God,  what  strange  thou^D 
arise  in  thy  noddle  1"  said  Groonya,  and  went  out  of 
the  room,  whilst  I  in  the  meantime  opened  my  bud^ 
and  placed  on  a  small  table  the  jewellery,  along  wi^  » 
couple  of  thousand  roubles  for  a  dress.  Aa  soon  » 
she  came  back  into  the  room,  I  waited  her  at  the  door, 
and,  taking  her  by  the  hand,  led  her  np  to  the  tablet 
saying :  "  B^one  dull  care  ;  I  pray  thee  begone  froa 
Groonya."  She  looked  at  the  tilings,  then  cast  sachi 
glance  at  me  as  almost  melte^l  me  on  the  spot;  threw 
herself  into  my  arms,  screamed  out  and  fainted. 
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I  earned  her  to  lite  sofa,  snd  called  to  the  maid- 
servant, ran,  bnstled  about,  Kpriiikled  her  with  water 
and  perfumes,  and  at  last  suirceeded  in  bringing  her  W 
herself.  "  Vanya,"  snid  she,  "  1  know  not  how  to  thank 
ihee  ;  tills  heart  which  belong  to  thee,  feels,  but  my 
tongne  is  too  weak  to  express." 

Groouya,  in  the  spring-tide  of  spirits  which  followed 
her  past  depression,  wbb  in  aach  gtee  that  1  feared  she 
woald  lose  her  senses.  She  screamed,  langhed,  snug, 
and  was  continually  trying  un,  at  one  time  the  diadem, 
at  anotlter  time  the  necklace,  and  at  another  time  t)ie 
bracelets.  I  obliged  her  to  sit  down  at  the  table,  hut 
she  every  minute  rose  from  her  chair  in  order  to  look 
into  tlte  mirror  and  adjust  her  ornaments  according  to 
her  fancy.  "  Groonj'a,"  said  I,  "  thou  that  art  so 
wise  !  snrely  these  splendid  toys  cannot  he  of  such 
value  in  thy  eyes  as  to  absorb  all  thy  thoughts  ?" 
"  No,  my  friend,"  repliBd  she  :  "  it  is  not  the  things 
which  I  care  for,  but  the  triumph  over  my  haughty 
rival — a  triumph  which  she  does  not  anticipate — and 
which  will  he  more  valued  by  me,  as  the  obligation 
comes  from  thee !" 

In  the  mean  time,  the  day  of  the  performance  ap- 
|)roacl»ed,  and  Groon}-a  made  known  to  me,  that  tl)e 
biends  of  Count  Jalkoen  were  hatching  a  eonepirary 
agunst  her.  "  Dear  Vanya,"  said  Groonya  to  me, 
•'  the  world  docs  not  know  of  our  close  intimacy,  anil 
BO  it  is  also  necessary  for  thee  to  fcmn  a  party  in  my 
fovoiu'.  I  could  easdy  do  that  myself,  but  I  do  not 
wiah  to  ejtcite  thy  jealousy  or  wound  thy  sensibility. 
Take  some  doitena  of  tickets,  tell  thy  friends  that  thoa 
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Iiast  gnined  them  in  a  wa^r,  and  distribute  tbem  gra- 
tis. Give  a  dinner  or  d^euner  to  Bonie  of  tlie  dosi 
hot-faeaded,  noiay,  and  daring  bnllieB,  and  instruct 
them  to  support  the  right  cause,  enconrage  me  by 
their  plaudits,  and  call  me  to  come  forward,  while  on 
the  other  hand  they  hiss  Maskeen."  I  attempted  to 
object,  but  Groouya  closed  my  month  with  her  &t 
hand,  kisfled  me,  and  demolished  with  a.  amile  the 
whole  of  my  philosophic  battery.  I  was  obliged,  that 
is  to  say,  1  was  inclined  to  snbniit. 

At  last  the  day  of  the  performanra  came  on.  On 
that  day,  I  ^ve  a  dinner  in  a  tBTBm  near  the  theatre, 
to  a  party  of  friends— bullies  that  is  to  say  ;  and  wheo 
they  were  all  Italf-seas-over,  propot^ed  to  them  to  go  to 
the  theatre,  to  support  the  right  siile,  distrihutiDg  U 
the  same  time  the  tickets.  We  entered  the  theatre  all 
in  a  body,  and  my  friends  only  waited  for  my  aigna]  to 
hiss  or  clap  their  hands.  In  the  mean  time  Groonys 
remmned  in  her  dressing-room  till  it  should  be  her 
taia  to  come  upon  the  stage.  When  she  made  her  ap- 
pearance, Moskeeu  was  quite  confoQDded  at  the  sight 
of  the  brilliautH  and  uf  the  rich  dress  wLich  Groonya 
wore  ;  and  the  whole  behind-the-scenes  faculty  joined 
in  pronouncing  that  it  was  impossible  to  be  better  or 
richer-dressed  than  (Iroonya.  She  was  beside  hereelf 
with  joy,  EUid  this  disposition  of  mind  had  such  i 
powerful  effect  npon  her  acting,  that  she  really  sur- 
passed all  expectations  ;  while  Maskeen  in  despair  at  ' 
her  rival's  triumph,  forgot  her  part,  and  bungled  die 
performance.  The  friends  of  Count  Jaikeen  did  what 
they  could  to  support  his  mistress,  bat  the  hiasee  of 
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our  party  drowned  tlieir  feeble  plaudits,  and  Groonya, 
loaded  witli  applause  during  the  continuance  of  the 
piece,  was  called  upon  the  st^e  after  its  conclusion, 
while  Maskeen,  covered  with  eliacie  and  ridicule, 
abused  Groonya  behind  the  scenes,  and  on  her  return 
Lome,   quarrelled  with  the  Count. 

I  was  received  by  Groonya  with  open  amis.  She 
liad  a  party  of  guests  to  supper,  but  I  was  so  distracted 
with  the  various  emotions  of  that  day,  that  1  felt  my- 
self unwell  and  went  home. 

In  ]>roportion  to  Groonya's  success  in  her  dramatit; 
career,  and  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  her  fame,  it 
hehoved  her  to  dress  better  than,  or  at  least  as  well 
as,  otiier  actresses,  to  have  more  aaitahle  apartments, 
and  to  keep  her  own  carriage.  I  woald  on  no  con- 
sideration agree  that  Groonya  should  have  recourse  to 
olhem  to  supply  her  wants,  and  acconlingly  did  the 
needful.  She  hod  no  shawls,  but  never  asked  me  for 
any ;  when  I  asked  her  to  take  an  airing  with  me,  or 
to  put  on  her  brilliants  of  an  evening,  she  would  refuse 
with  a  smile,  because  ahe  had  no  shawl,  and  without 
that,  it  would  be  quite  foolish  to  go  an  airing  or  wear 
rich  dresses.  As  a  matter  of  course  I  had  to  buy  i 
few  shawls — what  I  had  brought  with  me  from  tJrt  i 
tt^pe  having  been  sold. 

At  length,  three  new  j>erfomjances,  two  changes  of 
lodgings,  the  completing  of  her  wardrobe  and  winter- 
clothing,  the  setting  np  of  her  carriage,  one  celebra- 
tion of  her  uame's-day,  and  one  of  her  birth-day,  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  eased  me  of  forty  thousand 
roubles,  mi  brought  me  ten  thousand  roubles  into 
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debt.  I  repeat  that  she  never  asked  me  for  anylhiiig. 
and  I  bad  not  the  eniHllest  iDcliiiatioD  to  purchase  witli 
moDey  either  the  lore  or  the  good  graces  of  auy  ow. 
Neither  I  nor  Groon^a  had  any  idea,  trhen  it  hap- 
pened, that  such  a  deal  of  money  had  l>een  spent.  Shr 
wished  to  possess  certsdn  objects,  and  my  money  wss 
the  natural  and  obvious  means  to  be  used  for  putting 
these  objects  into  her  possession.  It  was  left  out  uf 
the  calculation,  that  the  one  had  to  be  parted  with  be- 
fore the  other  could  be  procured  !  Here  I  rejnain«l 
without  a  kopeek  in  the  world,  without  any  means  of 
procuring  more  money,  and  obli^d  to  maintain  mj 
poor  mother.  -  .  -  -  .  Reflecting  upon  my 
situation  made  me  des])erat«,  but  I  had  not  the  spirit 
to  tell  Groonya  of  my  misfortune.  I  even  thouglit  of 
ehootiiig;  myself,  thought  ofrunDingto  the  Kirgbeeitmi 
Mqipe,  btit  my  mother's  condition  restrained  me.  For 
aome  days  I  did  not  dare  to  appear  before  Gfooiiyi, 
and  sat  shut  up  in  my  room,  thinking  how  I  might  de- 
cently keep  my  head  above  water.  1  told  my  niotber 
that  I  was  unwell.  I  could  contrive  nothing,  and 
mdy  fifty  roubles  remained  in  my  pur;*!!.  I  had  al- 
ready written  to  Arsalan  Sultan  by  way  of  OreDbor;, 
but  had  received  no  answer.  I  now  agun  wrote  U 
Arsalan  and  the  Kirglieezian  elders,  informing  then 
of  my  place  of  residence,  and  begging  them  to  aend  Die 
the  remainder  of  the  money  which  fell  to  my  ahsn 
from  the  sale  of  the  booty.  TTie  silence  of  my  fricmk 
of  the  steppe  was  no  good  omen.  In  the  meanlinit 
I  feared  lest  my  friends,  patronesses,  and  credilon 
should  hear  of  my  ruin.     A  thousand  projects  wcm 
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bom  and  died  within  my  head,  when  on  a  sudden,  on 
the  evening  of  the  sixth  day,  my  room-door  opened 
with  a  bounce,  and  in  came — Groonya. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Deliver  us  from  evil. — A  lesson  of  systematic  robbery. — ^The 
advice  of  an  old  soldier. — ^Again  flush  of  cash. 

"  What  does  this  mean,  my  dear  friend,  tbat  thou 
hast  forsaken  me  ?"  said  Groonya.  "  Is  it  such  a 
mighty  matter  that  thou  hast  squandered  thy  money  ?" 
"  How  I  dost  thou  know  it  already  ?"  "  Why  should 
not  I  know  it,  when  thy  own  Petroff  told  me  of  thy 
gi'ief."  "  The  rascal !"  exclaimed  I. —  "  Don't  get 
into  a  passion  :  he  is  thy  sincere  friend.  Having  seen 
that  thou  hadst  lost  thy  cheerfulness  and  given  up  all 
thy  usual  hahits,  he  guessed  that  thy  purse  was  in  a 
galloping  consumption.  At  last  when  he  perceived 
thee  beginning  to  examine  and  handle  thy  pistols,  the 
worthy  PetrofF  could  contain  himself  no  longer,  bat 
ran  to  me  to  request  me  to  come  to  thy  rescue.  Why 
art  thou  silent  ?"  I  scowled  on  Groonya  in  confusion 
and  shame,  and  observed  in  her  countenance,  cheer- 
fulness and  smiles.  "  Cease  thy  sulking,"  said 
Groonya :  "  Isn't  it  a  shame  for  a  Kirgheezian  cava- 
lier to  take  to  heart  the  loss  of  his  booty,  when  he  is 
safe  and  sound  in  his  own  person  ?  Hast  thou  not 
called  me,  many  a  time  and  oft,  thy  treasure  and  hap- 
piness. Here  am  I  before  thee,  and  yet  thou  repinest 
at  the  loss  of  thy  money  I"  Groonya  seated  herself  on 
the  sofa,  ordered  me  to  sit  beside  her,  and  said  :  ^^  How 
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mucli  may  it  be  tlial  we  bave  spent  tliis  year  ?"   "  Mote 

than  fifty  thouBand  !"    Groonya  burst  into  a  laugh 

"  Excellent ;  capital  I"  exclaimed  Bhe  :  "  bnt  Htill  it 
strikes  me  that  we  Lave  been  very  economical  !  Judge 
now  for  thyself,  if  it  is  worth  the  while  to  repine  for 
the  loss  of  money  ?  It  is  real  dnst  which  is  carried 
abont  and  blotva  away  by  the  wind."  "  Consoling 
pliitosophy  I"  said  I :  "  but  without  mone^  it  is  im- 
possible to  exist ;  and  love  however  tender,  and  frien<I- 
ship  however  disinterested,  can  fill  only  the  heart." — 
—  —  Groonya  interrupted  my  words —  "  Ah  ! 
how  wise  thon  art  grown  without  money  I"  said  she  : 
"  but  leave  these  meditations,  my  dear  Vejeeghen  ; 
tliere  is  nothing  more  wearisome  in  tile  world  than 
the  reasonings  of  a  pennyless  philosophy  !  Tell  me 
now  how  much  thon  hast  remaining  F"  "  Less  than 
nothing."  "  How  so  ?"  "  That  is  to  say,  debts  aiitl 
inability  to  pay  them."  "  I  understand  thee  I  But 
listen  to  me,  Vejeeghen  :  1  am  come  expressly  to 
draw  thee  out  of  this  unfortunate  scrape.  Be  firm  and 
fearless.  An  old  acquaintance  of  my  mother's,  Yakoff 
Prokofyaveeteh  Zarayzeen  begs  permiwion  of  me  to 
keep  a  faro-bank  in  my  house."  -  -  -  -  "  Groonya  1 
thou  art  again  for  having  recourse  to  dishonest  shifts 
which  have  already  been  the  ruin  of  thy  family  I" 
:■  Siace  the  day  that  I  was  born,  I  never  handled  a  card, 
nor  do  I  mean  ever  to  do  so  ;  consequently  1  can  lose 
nothing.  Zarayzeen  will  give  me  an  equal  share  of 
his  gains  without  any  risk  on  my  part,  merely  for  per- 
misuon  to  play  in  my  house."  "  That  is  to  say,  to 
■nftke   sure  work,    to   steal,    to   commit    dowmightj 
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robbery  1"  "  But  what  havB  we  to  do  witb  that,  my 
dear  friend  ?"  said  Groonyn  cooUy  ;  "  Every  one  is 
gifted  with  will  and  reason  :  he  who  does  not  know 
how  to  regulat*  the  one  and  use  the  utiier,  ought  W 
be  Bent  to  srhool,  and  of  cotirse  pay  for  hia  lessons." 
"  My  pennyless  philsophy  is,  I  coufeaa,  more  weari- 
BOme  than  thine :  but  thine,  on  the  other  hand,  is  s* 
good  as  B  licence  to  travel  at  full  speed  to  Siberia" 
"  What  gibberish  thwi  apeakest :  observe  what  it  k 
that  people  live  upon  who  constitute  a  large  propo^ 
tien  of  the  great  world,  and  are  received  and  respected 
in  society.  One  has  enriched  himself  by  bribes,  nna- 
ther  by  spoliation  of  the  public  parse,  another  by  being 
a  tmstee  or  guardian,  another  by  robbing  under  the 
mask  of  law.  '  Nobody's  a  thief  till  he's  caught,'  the 
proverb  runs ;  and  rich  rogues  make  it  a  Hieme  of 
self-commendation,  tlut  they  have  acijaired  their  fo^ 
tones  by  their  talents.  Look  around  thee,  uid  thm 
wilt  see  that  one  half  of  the  town  cheats  and  preri 
upon  the  other.  The  difierence  is  only  in  the  gaaw* 
which  they  play :  some  at  politics,  some  at  tmln 
some  at  govenmipnt,  some  at  law,  some  at  fitro.  aod 
some  at  whist."  "  Groonya,  dearGroonya,"  said  I, 
kissing  her  hand ;  "  thou  art  a  very  demon  ia  tbf 
sliape  of  an  angel :  I  cannot  dispute  with  thee,  but  ib 
not  oblige  uie  to  be  dishonest,  by  taking  advantage  of 
my  weakness  I  I  love  thee  so  that  1  can  refuse  th« 
nothing.  I  can  only  pray  :  '  lead  me  sot  into  temp- 
tation I'" —  "  I  do  not  propose  to  thee  to  engage  !■ 
play  thyself,"  said  Groonya  :  "  thou  wilt  be  onlyiBf 
deputy  with  Zarayzeen,  to  watch  his  metions  lest  b» 
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should  defrand  me,  and  to  see  thai  he  act  properly, 
that  is  t4>  BHy,  that  he  do  not  commit  himself,  but  use 
his  skill  with  moderation.  For  that  pnipoae,  thou 
must  thyself  become  acquainted  with  all  the  tricks  of 
gambling."  "  1  do  not  know  one  of  them.  I  liave 
heard  of  some  of  them,  but  know  not  as  to  how  they 
are  pnt  inio  practice."  "  Zarayzeen  wants  a  croupier* 
and  tnoitianlff  who  has  not  got  into  notoriety,  and  has 
what  is  called  an  imposing  appearance.  For  that 
purpose  he  could  not  find  a  better  man  in  the  world 
than  thee.  Thou  art  modest  in  thy  behariour,  easy 
in  thv  munners,  of  an  s^reeable  exterior,  kind" —  — 
—  Groonya  at  these  words,  smiled,  patted  me  on 
the  head,  aod  kissed  me.     I  quite  forgot  myself. 

After  talking  for  some  time  on  other  subjects, 
Groonya  left  me  Zarayzeen's  address,  and  told  me  to 
call  upon  him  next  day  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
saying  that  he  was  already  tnfonned  of  my  coming, 
and  would  expect  me.  She  left  me,  wishing  me  more 
cheerfulneHB,  firmness  of  spirit  and — philosophy  I 

For  the  thousandth  time  since  I  had  linked  myself 
with  Groonya,  1  exclaimed  :  '  Oh  human  weakness  I' 
for  the  thousandth  time  I  repeattid  the  prayer  :  '  lead 
ti8  not  into  temptation ;'  and  remained  just  as  I  was 
before. 

My  mother  observed  that  a  great  cliange  had  taken 
place  in  me,  that  I  had  grown  grave,  gloomy,  and 
iretfiil.     In  the  companies  of  the  great  world,  which 

'cside  the  banker,  nxuiks  the  wlnoings,  and 
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I  still  continued  to  frequent)  I  waa  as  amiable  a/^ 
ever :  but  a.  man  in  society,  and  a  man  at  home,  me 
two  qnite  Uifierent  persons.  The  domestic  tyrant,  the 
tormentor  of  his  eerranta  and  family,  frequently  passn 
in  the  world  for  the  most  amiabla  of  men  :  he  irho 
makes  others  split  with  hnghtpr  liy  the  exuberance  of 
Lis  gaiety,  frequently  comes  from,  and  ^oes  back  to, 
B  house  of  weeping.  To  leant  a  man's  character  arigbt, 
you  must  observe  htm,  first  m  his  conduct  as  a  ci- 
tizon,  and  secondly  in  his  conduct  at  home.  A  hml 
father  to  good  children — a  bad  husband  to  a  good  wife — 
a  bad  eon  to  good  parents,  can  never  be  good  meniben 
of  society :  such  people  do  not  deserve  to  be  trusted 
with  power  over  a  dog,  much  less  over  ibeir  fellon^ 
creatures. 

1  told  my  mother  that  unforeseen  losses  had  eatea 
up  my  property,  and  that  I  would  now  have  to  work 
for  a  livelihood.  My  mother  did  not  reproach  me, 
nor  shew  any  symptoms  of  anger.  She  b^g«d  me  lo 
allow  Iter  to  retire  to  a  nunnery,  the  superior  of  vhicli 
hod  offered  to  receive  her.  I  agreed,  aD<!  my  mother 
the  same  day  made  up  her  mind,  taking  a  promis* 
from  me  at  the  same  time,  to  visit  her  erery  day  bt 
at  least  thrice  a  week. 

In  the  meantime  I  went  according  to  agreemeait  to 
Zarayzeen.  His  servant  shewed  me  into  a  peilasr 
very  neatly  furnished,  where  I  found  Zarayzeen  walk- 
ing up  and  down  the  room.  He  was  a  little  man,  Ind 
passed  his  fortieth  year,  was  pale  and  thin,  had  a  pair 
of  penetrating  eyes,  and  put  on  some  odd  gnmare* 
similar  to  the  imitations  which  lackeys  attempt  of  their 


niaflter's  airs.  According  to  my  system  of  pliysiog- 
noniy,  his  eyes  and  mouth  indicated  canning,  impn- 
dence,  and  cowardice.  He  wore  over  his  eyes  a  green 
shade,  although  gifted  with  such  extraordinary  powers 
of  vision,  that  be  could  see  the  smallest  dot  as  the 
cards  with  bis  naked  eye  as  with  a  microscope.  His 
fingcTB  were  extremely  long  and  thin.  On  his  right 
hand,  his  first  and  middle  finger  were  bound  with  black 
t&ffeta.  He  was  continually  engaged  in  shuiSing  and 
cutting  the  cards,  even  when  he  was  in  conversation 
with  me,  in  order,  as  he  scdd,  not  to  lose  time  uselessly, 
and  gradually  to  perfect  himself  in  the  mechanism  of 
Ilia  profession.  YakolF  Prokofyaveetch  was  dressed  in 
a  peculiar  way :  his  cravat  was  tied  tightly  about  his 
neck,  his  wide-sleeved  coat  hung  upon  hiin  as  if  it 
were  on  a  peg,  and  his  short  amaU-clothes  and  boots 
which  came  up  to  his  knees,  gave  his  legs  tlis  ap- 
pearance of  twisted  pillars  of  the  Gotlitco- Arahic  style 
of  architecture.  Yakotf  Prokofyaveetch  seldom  looked 
any  man  in  the  face  with  whom  he  ha[)pened  to  be 
cpeaking ;  or  if  be  did  so,  it  was  only  when  the  con- 
versation  did  not  run  upon  business,  but  upon  some 
collateral  subject. 

"  I  beg  you  will  be  seated,"  said  Zarayzeen,  point- 
ing to  the  Eofa  :  "  Extremely  glad  to  go  together  with 
you.  Agraphena  Stepanovna  was  pleased  to  inform 
me  that  you  were  acquainted  with  my  intimate  friend 
Luke  Ivanoveetch  (Vorovaateeii).  A  much  esteemed, 
excellent  man  I  -  -  -  -  He  and  I  have  done  a 
(leal  of  buninesa  together  in  our  time.  I  am  sorry  I 
cannot  learn  where  he  is  now."     I  ws£  silent.    Zany- 
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zeen  renewed  the  conversation :  "  I  heard  that  yon 
have  pleased  to  enga^  in  high  play,  and  have  been 
v^  fortunate.  May  I  ask — did  you  deal  or  pant?"  * 
"  i  pnuted,  but  played  more  at  games  of  skill,"  "  I 
understand  you :  with  your  oicn  cards,  with  part- 
ner»  !  f  but  at  faro  you  have  assuredly  pleased  to  play 
with  t/our  ownpeople,  for  sale  ?"  J  "  Neithw  the  one 
nor  the  other.  I  played  fairly."  "  Ah,  so  much  the 
better  :  but  Agraphia  Stepauovna  did  not  please  la 
tell  me  that  you  piayedjitirly."  1  looked  into  ZaMy- 
/een'g  face  to  ejgnify  my  amazement  and  non-coinpre' 
henaion  of  bia  expression.  "  You  do  not  please  la 
rmderstand,"  stays  he,  "  n'hat  ik  the  meaning  of^i*^ 
iiess  f  It  means  dexterity,  expertness."  At  these 
words,  Zardyzeen  made  a  movement  with  his  fingen 
as  if  he  wixlied  to  make  his  joints  crack.  "  No>  yon 
do  not  guess  correctly,"  replied  1  :  "  AgrapheoB 
IStepanovua  told  you,  and  I  rejieat  it,  that  1  know 
nothing  at  all  of  cards,  and  that  if  you  wish  me  to  be 
useful  lo  you,  you  must  initiate  me  into  the  mysteries 
of  your  art."  "  To  be  sure,  you  must  learn  some- 
thing of  it,"  replied  Zariiyzeen  :  "  will  you  take  the 
li'ouble  to  walk  into  my  cabinet  ?  I  will  give  yon  th« 
first  practical  lesson  by  shewing  you  the  instruments." 

*  Plaj'  Bgaintt  the  bank. 

+  Parmer  ia  one  of  three  who  cnn'pire  togelher  in  a  gwne  of 
akill,  to  flefce  afourih  person;  Boraelimes  Ihey  pisy  wiih  mafit. 
erf,  thai  is  lo  say,  their  ami  tanis. 

J  Tbo  bunker  fioes  snackj  with  many  people,  and  bavine 
made  a  pieiioua  agreement  wilb  aonieotie  of  big  frifnila,  iihuffls 
the  pack  in  s  certain  way,  or  lets  his  fWend  knnw  vhai  vari  vlll 
gain,  who  afcouTie  carries  off  ihcatakca.  Tbis  i>  called  *  fa  iriJL' 
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from  the  parlour  we  went  into  a  cold  room  wbere 
there  was  a  rariety  of  different  articles  in  the  greateat 
confusioD.  Pictures,  purcelain,  bronze  figures,  horse- 
furniture,  Jiteerwhaum-pipee,  and  rich  fowling-pieces 
were  lying  about  the  windowe,  chairs,  tables,  and 
floor.  There  were  besides,  here  and  tliere,  cheats 
and  cases  of  wines,  &c.  AU  these  things  were  coyered 
with  a  thick  coat  of  dust  and  dirt.  In  the  next  room, 
or  cabinet,  all  the  three  windows  were  hung  with 
green  Venetian  blinds.  Under  the  windows  stood 
small  tables  covered  with  large  sheets  of  paper,  and  in 
the  middle  of  the  room  was  a  lai^e  tabln  covered  with 
green  cloth.  Zarayzeen  went  up  to  one  of  the  small 
tables,  took  off  the  paper,  and  I  saw  some  tailfes  of 
cards,  and  on  a  plat^,  dark-blue  and  red  paint  rabbed 
down,  and  some  crow-quills. 

"  I  suppose  you  may  guess,"  said  Zarayzeen,  "  that 
ibis  is  the  pictorial  branch  of  our  art,  that  is  to  say, 
dotting.  The  best  cards  for  dotting  are  those  whose 
backs  are  finished  with  spots.  By  one  extra  dot  in  a 
known  plat^e,  one  can  I'ead  tlie  other  side  as  well  as  if 
the  pack  lay  open.  Cards  are  dotted  in  the  middle  for 
verkhovkit.  You  do  not  know  tlie  meaning  of  verJch- 
ov/ea  9"  "  No,  sir,"  "  Please  to  observe  ;  you  deal 
your  men  cards,  and  when  the  punting  takes  place, 
yon  always  know  what  lies  uppermost :  by  this  means 
yon  are  insured  from  the  loss  of  your  sleepers.  Tliis 
is  a  most  impregnable  play,  and  is  only  made  use  of 
against  experienced  gamblers.  The  advantage  is  here 
not  more  than  ten  per  cent. 

"Look  at  these  cards  with  <^o/ft'n^on  the  edges; they 
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serve  for  catuhing  the  sleepers.  An  eye  that  is  snrp 
and  sliarp,  Hees  sotnetiines  the  fourth  card  in  tlie  bank- 
ra-'a  pack,  and  then  adieu  to  the  bank  I  Tbese  are 
banker's  carda  with  dots  on  the  comers,  in  order  thai, 
by  knowing  when  a  card  goes  with  a  parcel  of  other 
cardn,  you  may  draw  it  from  under." 

ZarJyzeen  after  this  pulled  out  a  drawer  in  the  table, 
took  ont  a  Bunff-box,  luul  put  it  into  my  hand.  "  Go 
you  seeany  thing- about  this  ?"  asked  he.  "Nothing 
particular,  but  that  it  is  weighty  and  very  well  made," 

replied  I .     "  It  is  weighty  because  it  is  inlaid 

with  gold,  and  the  top  b  of  jilatiua,  and  becanse  its 
weightiness  is  of  great  use.  Don't  ynu  see  tliat  its 
outer  bottnm  is  surrounded  with  a  small  seam  or  rim, 
and  that  the  very  centre  of  the  bottom  is  ornamented 
with  a  little  flower  which  has  a  small  projecting;  pmnt  ? 
Please  to  observe  now — liere  for  inslauce  1  am  banker." 
On  this  Zar^yzeeu  sat  down  at  the  table,  took  the 
cards  into  his  hand,  and  continned  the  demonstraliuo. 
"  Suppose  that  I  see,  that  the  second  card  would  be  a 
great  acquisition  to  the  ponleur.  I  place  the  cards 
upOD  the  table,  cover  the  pack  with  my  snulT-box,  as 
it  were  out  of  precaution  to  prevent  the  jionleun  boa 
seeing  them  :  I  take  out  my  handkerchief  and  wip« 
my  nose,  then  I  open  my  snuff-box,  take  snuff,  pm- 
ceed  to  cast  oft',  and  lo,  yon  see,  the  seven  which 
bhonld  have  been  npon  the  left,  lies  upon  the  right." 
"  How  has  this  happened  ?"  ask  I  in  amazement — 
."  This  is  the  way.  In  the  snuff-box  there  are  two 
bottoms,  one  of  gold,  the  other  of  platina.  The  gold 
one  is  thin  and  elaatic,  and  in  tlie  platina  bottom  tlul 
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fiower  is  fixed  on  a  spring,  and  the  |irojectiiig  point 
smeared  with  an  iraperceptihle  portion  of  wax  or  glue. 
When  I  take  aDuff,  1  press  the  centre  with  my  finger, 
the  appermoat  rard  sticks  to  the  flower  upon  the  anuff' 
box,  and  is  kept  snugly  within  the  rim,  while  the  se- 
cond card  becomes  the  uppermoBt.  Now  for  the  other 
card  which  I  want  to  plac*  on  the  right.  Exactly  in 
the  same  way  I  place  the  Hnuff-box  on  the  cards,  preaa 
the  bottom  with  my  fingers,  and  the  c«rd  ia  dischat^ed 
from  the  flower,  and  lodged  on  the  top,  while  that 
which  should  have  gained  in  the  first  cast-off  is  a  losing 
concern  to  the  ponteur  in  the  second.  Isn't  it  true, 
that  this  ia  very  nice  ?"  1  nodded  in  token  of  assent. 
"  This  is  a  new  PeterBbargh  invention  of  a  bosom- 
friend  of  mine  who  is  on  the  best  terms  with  the  artists, 
who,  you  know,  must  not  be  iallen  out  with.  You 
eee  people  of  skill  cannot  be  caught  Imt  by  the  most 
simple  expedients.  I  have  also  a  favourite  black  coat 
which  I  am  in  the  practice  of  wearing  during  play. — 
III  the  right  sleeve  of  that  coat  there  is  also  a  mechani- 
cal contrivance  for  pitkiug  up  cards.  It  deserrea  to 
be  called  a  miracle  rather  than  an  invention :  I  will 
shew  it  you  afterwards.  You  have  only  to  lean  your 
arm  upon  the  {>ack,  and  the  card  vanishes,  tjie  same 
as  with  the  siiufl'-box." 

We  proceeded  to  another  small  tahle,  and  Zardy- 
zeen  having  taken  oiT  the  paper,  pointing  to  a  heap  of 
cards,  continued  : — "  These  are  prattlers,  that  ia  to 
Bay,  a  certain  number  of  carda  shaped  in  auch  a  way, 
that  when  they  are  ahuflled  among  the  rest,  the  broad 
ones  may  be  picked  out  and  brought  tc^ether  by  calcu- 
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latiou.  Tliere  ore  a  number  of  prattlers,  and  tbey 
are  arranged  by  difiiBrent  keys.  There  are  some  wber« 
all  the  Unrt  thirteen  cards  lose,  tliat  is  to  say,  wber? 
the^onfeHi'  does  not  gain  a  single  trick  :  there  are 
light  prattlem  with  a  variety  of  bends  and  widi  f!^ 
inequalities.  Prattlers  are  only  used  in  playiof; 
with  green-horns.  Now-a-days,  please  to  observe,  the 
world  is  grown  wiser !  Here  are  lie  different  cuts  of 
cards  for  arranging  the  handx  in  shuffling.  For  this 
one  must  have  an  uncommon  agility  of  fingers,  more 
so  than  is  required  in  fashionable  piano-fortists,  and 
this  talent  is  acquired  only  by  time  and  labour.  Yon 
see  that  my  fingers  are  tied  up— please  to  observe,  the 
skin  of  these  fingers  is  so  filed  off,  and  the  body  of 
tbem  IB  HO  softened  with  ointment,  that,  during  play, 
I  can  guess  the  cards  by  the  mere  sense  of  touch,  and 
the  pointN  are  snppter  than  any  spring.  But  yon  will 
not  soon  arrive  at  such  a  degree  of  perfection  :  that  is 
the  fruit  of  my  twenty  years'  experience,  joined  to  in- 
credible exertions.  You  will  be  my  croupier,  and  «fil 
will  be  necessary  for  you  to  attend  chiefly  to  the  jntnf- 
ing,  and  to  look  after  the  players  at  my  bank.  1  can- 
not attend  to  tliLa,  as  I  shall  be  taken  up  in  the  more 
abstract  contemplations  of  the  art,  in  or<ler  to  nuke 
use  of  my  banking  experience,  while  yon  in  the  mean- 
time see  that  no  false  brothers  steal  a  march  upon  na 
by  introducing   themselves  under  the  mask  of  greeii- 

We  passed  to  a  third  table,  and  Zarayzeen,  on  re- 
moving the  paper  as  formerly  ajid  shewing  me  different 
cards,  continued  his  lecture.     "  Here  yon  see  this 
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three.  Look  again — onee  I  There  is  a  deuce — nnrc 
again  1  and  here  is  bh  ate."  Zarayzeen  merely  lifteil 
the  card  from  the  table,  and  the  spots  on  the  card  ac- 
tus] ly  changed  at  his  command.  "  Do  you  know  what 
that  ia  ?"  asked  Zarayzeen.  "  This  is  a  Hussian  in- 
vention, though  it  has  a  French  name,  and  for  the  for- 
mer reason  it  is  not  so  terrible  a  machine  as  its  name'f 
sake-  This  is  a  guilhtine.  Here  please  to  obaerre — 
I  nnglue,  and  to  this  watcb-spring  are  fixed  cut 
flpots.  The  watch-spring  is  placed  in  the  centre,  and 
its  end  is  upon  the  edge  of  the  card.  Moving  the  end 
with  the  finger,  the  spots  appear  or  disappear  at  plea  - 
aure.  The  guilloline  can  be  made  out  of  all  cards 
except  figures.  But  1  have  also  reserve-figures  or 
masques.  Please  to  notice — here  ou  one  card  is  a 
king  and  queen,  on  another  a  knave  and  king,  8ic. 
This  is  made  of  figures  with  two  lieads.  The  paint«d 
card  is  unglued  and  opened,  and  changeable  heads  put 
on.  For  dark  cards  and  for  s/eeper/i  this  is  very  well, 
lliese  other  cards  are  a  little  more  ingenious.  Do  yon 
see,  here  I  place  a  scfen ;  the  tie  will  gain,  and  my 
card  immediately  changes  into  a  six.  These  are 
gprinMed  spots.  A  spot  is  made  upon  the  card  with 
fine  glue,  and  is  sprinkled  with  a  fine  powder  or  burnt 
bones.  The  card  of  course  is  dark  ;  and,  if  one  of 
my  cards  has  gained,  1  turn  tliis  up  as  it  is,  and  gain 
this  trick  also :  if  another  should  gain  before  I  play  this 
card,  I  cancel  a  tvpot  before  turning  my  card,  and 
again  pocket  the  money. 

"  Here  are  sacki — tliis  card,  you  will  please  to  oh- 

aerre,  is  dissected  in  the  middle,  and  an  empty  space 

c  4 
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is  left  in  it  for  inclosing  bank-uotes.  If  the  card 
should  lose,  thepontewr  lakes  the  card  from  the  uUe 
and  leaves  eome  bank-nDtes  ;  if  this  card  should  gimi, 
the  ponteitr  dexterously  shakes  out  the  1>ank-D0te!i 
from  the  sack,  and  the  banker  pays  sometimes  ten- 
fold, particularlj'  in  case  of  ginning  the  comers. 

"  Please  to  look  into  this  box  !  Here  are  instru- 
ments— a  leolf's  tooth  for  glazing  dotted  cards  ;  cherry 
glue  ;  here  are  brass  plates  of  different  forme  for  cut- 
ting the  cards  with  those  small  scisBBTS.  And  here  in 
the  cup-board  stands  a  press  fur  squeezing  together 
cards  which  had  been  ripped  up  and  newly  shut. — 
Would  you  like  to  know  what  is  on  that  large  table 
under  the  green-cloth  ?  Prepared  cards.  But  tor 
the  first  time  you  have  had  enough.  Come,  walk 
into  the  other  room,  we  shall  have  breakfast  and  a 
httle  chat  about  our  approacliing  campaign." 

Breakfast  already  stood  on  the  table,  but  there  vsn 
neither  plate  nor  wine.  Zarilyzeen  took  ihe  keys  ooi 
of  bia  pocket,  called  his  footman,  and  returned  with 
the  wine  and  table-service.  Whea  the  fuotmaa  left 
the  room,  I  said  : — "  Surely  that  servant  of  yours  be- 
haves ill,  when  you  do  not  intrust  him  with  silver?" 
"  I  have  observed  nothing  to  his  prejudice  during  the 
course  of  ten  years  service,"  replied  Zarayzeen :  "boi 
I,  sir,  am  accustomed  to  trust  no  one  ;  for  th&t  is  ttw 
very  best  preventive  against  being  taken  in  by  any  one. 
Why  should  we  expose  ourselves  to  an  unnecesssn 
evil  ?  '  Do  not  lead  into  temptation  I'  Why  fomisk 
&  man  with  an  opportunity  to  rob  you  ?"  I  nudeno 
reply,  but  inwardly  cursed  my  love  which  made  me  • 
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colleagae  of  SDch  a  hellish  creature.  *'  Please  to  ob- 
serve,"  aaiJ  Zariyzeen  :  "  Ag^phena  Stepanovna  is  a 
very  good  ^1  and  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine  beaidea  : 
but  elie  18  a  little  thflughtli>Bs,  a  little  too  fond  of 
her  own  way,  and  a  little  incline<l  to  tbrofv  away  her 
money.  We  shonld  not  then  entirely  trust  Ler  with 
all  our  affairs  and  all  onr  pecnniory  transactions.  She 
is  ready  to  forewarn  a  man  if  he  pleases  her  fancy  ; 
and,  if  she  knows  eJiactly  the  amount  of  our  winnbigs, 
she  is  capable,  whenever  she  ia  in  atraits,  of  demand- 
ing from  ns  more  than  justly  falls  to  her  ehare.  Do 
yon  please  to  understand  me  ?  I  have  a  practice  when 
I  play  on  joint  account  with  any  one,  to  dislodge  from 
die  bank  into  my  boots  :  yon  ought  to  do  the  samf* 
when  I  make  a  wry  face,  and  say  to  yon,  '  the  boot* 
pinch.'  After  this  we  will  go  home  and  settle  to- 
gether," "  We  shall  see  !"  said  I,  and  made  haste  to 
leave  Zat^yzeen  in  order  to  return  to  Groonya. 

"  Thou  hast  brought  me  acquainted  with  a  confound- 
ed rascal  1"  said  I  to  Groonya,  "  Thou  certainly  dosi 
not  suppose,"  replied  she,  "  that  for  biting  bit 
fdioald  choose  an  honest  man  ?  A  truce  to  childish- 
ness, Vanya  :  thou  art  qnite  tiresome  with  thy  school- 
boy virtue.  We  shall  rob  nobody  of  his  money,  hnl 
will  only  take  it  from  those  who  wish  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  get  rid  of  it.  Otherwise,  if  the  thing  is 
agreeable  to  thee,  I  sliall  not  press  it  upon  thee  :  bu1 
in  that  case,  thou  must  lay  aside  thy  intolerable  jea- 
lousy." "  I  have  resolved !"  exclturaed  I  almost  in 
tears,  and  went  home  in  order  to  conduct  my  mother 
to  her  nonnery,  promising  to  return  to  Groonya  in 
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sitting. 

After  attending  my  mother,  I  returned  home  with 
a  sore  heart,  and  atretehed  rayeelf  out  apon  a  sofa. 
PetrofF  entered  the  room,  and  standing  at  the  door  in 
the  attitnde  of  attention,  aaid :  "  Will  your  honour 
allow  his  devoted  Petroff  to  offer  a  word  of  advice?" 
"  Speak."  "  We  have  no  money  !"  "  N'o  ;  and  »o, 
go  and  seek  service  with  some  one  who  baa  money." 
"  Porefend  me  God  ftom  that :  you  are  my  benefac- 
tor, Ivan  Ivanoveetch,  and  I  will  not  leave  you  till 
death.  A  soldier  wants  but  little ;  a  cloak  on  his 
shonlderB,  and  a  biscnit  in  hie  wallet.  I  can  work 
with  the  neighhouTS  for  a  daily  ration,  and  will  be  al- 
ways ready  to  8erve  your  honour.  But  it  is  not  that 
which  I  come  io  speak  about."  "  What  is  it  theji  whidi 
thou  wonld'sl  be  at  r"  "  Agraphena  Stepdnovna  a  s 
—  —  pretty  woman  !"  "  I  know  that  without 
thy  telling."  "  Fawniug  an  a  rabbit,  chattering  as  a 
swallow,  with  a  windpipe  like  a  lark  I"  "  Is  that  the 
case  ?"  "  Yea,  Sir ;  she  spends  more  money  in  a  dayi 
than  a  whole  company  of  grenadiera  in  a  montbi" 
"  What  business  hast  thou  with  that  ?"  "  Business, 
your  honour  I  because  I  love  you  more  than  my  own 
father,  love  yon  as  I  did  the  commander  of  our  com- 
pany, peace  to  his  soul :  ho  died  of  his  wounds  in  my 
arms  ?  Do  you  think  I  do  not  know  how  your  maney 
has  slipped  through  the  tender,  white  little  fingsni 
of  Agraph^na  Stepinovna  ?"  "  That  is  no  a&ir  of 
thine."  "  No  affair  of  mine,  but  a  vexation  of  mine  .' 
Yonr  honour,  Ivan  Ivanoveetch  I  I  would  be  glad  10 


IVAN  VEJEKOHEN. 

lay  down  my  life  for  you,  aud  it  sickened  roe  and 
grieved  me  to  see,  tbat  on  account  of  Agraph^na 
Stepanovna  your  own  aunt  Adelaida  Petroma  has 
been  obliged  to  leave  the  house,  and  you  yourself 
will  Boon  have  no  where  to  lay  your  head  in  the  wide 
world.  If  a  man  in  to  periah,  better  let  it  be  by  a 
cannon-ball,  or  a  bullet,  than  by  a  ImsHey's  hankerings. 
We  will  eorae  to  no  good  with  tlieae  Moscow  beau- 
ties. Why  can't  you  enter  the  military  service  and 
climb  the  Caucasus  ?  Here,  Sir,  you  cannot  do  with- 
out carrii^es  and  furniture,  and  a  score  of  suits  of 
clothes,  and  God  knows  what  else  :  but  there,  a  young 
officer  wants  notliing  but  !iis  own  good  sword  and  his 
course ;  and  you  are  well  supplied  both  with  the  one 
and  the  other.  Besides,  the  life  there  is  a  life  of 
cheerfulness  !  Every  divine  day  a  skirmish,  yes  aud 
with  what  boys,  what  marksmen,  what  horsemen,  who, 
except  the  Russians,  don't  fear  the  devil  himself. 
Capital  wines,  superb  mutton,  delicate  bread,  and 
what  girls  I  They  say  tliat  the  Turkish  Sultan  him- 
self in  hn  bur^h  of  the  Tzars  wishes  for  nothing  better. 
There  i^  nidy  one  misery  for  a  Russian  soldier,  that 
be  cannot  always  feet  a  drink  of  yuast  or  a  bowl  of 
xhtcliee,  hut  to  you  Sir  tliat  will  be  no  privation.  Oh, 
if  your  honour  would  but  listen  to  an  old  soldier  I 
You  would  see  how  nicely  the  breezes  of  the  Caucasus 
would  blow  away  the  vapours  of  love ;  and  you  may 
tiepend  upon  it,  the  Circassian  horsemen  would  take 
your  fancy  more  than  Agi-apbena  Stepnnovna." 

I  was  really  pleased  with  Petroff'a  proposal,  but 
love  and  debt  kept  me  in   Moscow.     "  I  thank  thee. 
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brotlier,  for  thy  adfice,  and  doubly  tliank  thee  for  tby 
love.     I  will  conHider  of  wbat  thou  bast  Raid,  and  tdl 
thee  on  tie  first  opportanity.     In  the  meantime  pn 
me  my  coat :  J  must  go  out.' 

The  soiree  at  Groonya'a  was  splendid.  She  bad 
invited  some  firHt-rat«  beauties  amoug  the  actreH«e:i, 
and  a  nambiir  of  the  wealthy  amateurs  of  thi;  drauiB, 
who  admire  that  art  less  in  the  spirit  than  in  the  flexb, 
and  in  the  comely  incarnations  of  the  dramalic  muse. 
The  company  was  at  first  engaged  in  conversation  and 
music ;  then  as  it  were  to  clear  off  old  scores,  Za- 
r^yzeen  and  I  sat  down  in  the  comer-room  to  play  at 
shiofs."  Groonya,  tis  if  in  jest,  begged  one  of  her 
rich  guests  to  join  her  in  stripping  the  bank,  adding 
that  she  was  very  fortunate  in  drawing  cai'ds  for  pon- 
teura.  Some  ladies'  men  begged  Groonya  to  draw 
cards  for  them.  The  play  began  at  fin^t  on  a  small 
scale  :  it  gradually  grew  deeper,  and  before  it  was 
concluded,  Zarayzeen  emptied  all  the  pocket-books. 
It  was  kept  up  till  sis  o'clock  neitt  morning,  and, 
after  the  guests  departed,  we  divided  the  winnings 
into  three  shares,  and  each  of  us  got  about  eight 
tbonsand  roubles.  Zarayzeen,  however,  waa  very  mucli 
displeased  with  me,  because  1  asked  him  if  his  boots 
did  not  pinch  his  legs ;  and  obligmg  him  to  take  them 
off  before  me,  I  found  in  them  two  heaps  of  bwik- 
notes  and  a  handfnl  of  gold.  In  order  to  pacify  Za- 
rayzeen, I  told  him  that  I  did 'this  merely  in  order 
to  quiet  the  suspicions  of  Groonya,  who  saw  him  iu 

'  A  Bpeciea  of  faro. 
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the  act  of  putting  money  into  his  hoots.  The  rogue 
did  not  helieve  me,  hut  feigned  that  he  did  so.  In 
this  way,  the  smallest  departure  from  the  road  of  ho- 
nesty hrings  with  it  a  multitude  of  evils.  Becoming 
connected  with  a  gamhler  to  cheat  others,  I  hecame 
at  once  a  liar  to  cheat  Zarayzeen,  conceiving  there 
was  no  harm  in  paying  a  rogue  in  his  own  coin.  This 
easy  acquisition  of  money  turned  my  head  and  stifled 
my  conscience.  I  returned  home  quite  cheerful ; 
threw  the  money  into  my  commode^  and  gave  Petroff 
a  twenty-five  rouhle  note,  saying:  "  On  the  Cau- 
casus, hrother,  it  may  he  good  living,  hut  in  Moscow 
it  is  hetter.  Let  us  first  take  our  cheer  here,  and  af- 
terwards we  shall  see  I" 


CHAPTER  Vni. 


Card-Table  Swindlers. — Letter  from  Mdoveeden He  finda  Mi 

Wife. — Petronella's  RupcnlaQce.^Banknipt-sequestradon  in 
PaLmd,  or  rhwk  and  niate  W  fredi  tors.— The  end  of  Mr.  Go- 
logtirdoffBity — Mr.  Pontecfsky,  his  other  Sun-in-Law. 

The  profession  of  a  card-table  swindler  unites  in  itself 
all  the  vices  which  degrade  hnmanity.  There  is  no 
meanness  of  which  b  swindling  gambler  in  uot  enable, 
in  order  to  draw  into  hb  toils  a  man  who  bas  a  pEtssioD 
for  play.  Card-table  swindlers,  like  real  demons,  rack 
their  brains  to  invent  all  sorts  of  temptations  to  de- 
prive a  man  of  hia  worth  and  good  name,  to  drag  him 
into  the  slough  of  vice,  and  ruin  his  family.  And  yet 
these  people  are  received  into  first-rate  aodety,  and 
enjoy  all  the  privileges  accorded  to  birth  and  meril. 
A  poor  thief  that  has  stolen  twenty-five  ronblee, 
though  it  were  to  keep  him  from  starring,  ia  punished 
as  a  culprit,  white  these  regular  thieves  drive  about 
proudly  in  rich  equipages,  live  on  habits  of  intimacy 
with  the  first  nobility,  look  down  with  contempt  on  a 
poor  but  honest  man  from  whom  they  <:aa  fleece 
nothing,  and  even  take  upon  them  to  criticise  the  ac- 
tions of  other  people.  Poor  humanity — such  are  thy 
customs  I  Who  is  to  blame  ?  The  laws  condemn  s 
swindling  gambler  to  opprobrium  and  punishment,  but 
custom  interferes  to  prevent  these  regular  thieves  ^m 
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exposure  and  jostice.  It  is  not,  however,  onr  busi- 
neas  to  step  in  between  the  biter  and  the  bitten.  If 
those  who  are  concerned  are  aghamed  to  drive  ttie 
wolves  from  their  premises,  let  the  wolves  take  such 
liberties  aa  tliey  please  with  the  sheep  ;  let  them  even 
fall  npon  the  shepherds,  till  your  own  persons  and  pro- 
perty come  ninler  their  fangs.     All  in  good  time  ! 

The  ganiiiig  in  Groonya's  house  gradually  mcreased, 
and  the  company  became  more  iiumerons.  It  is  a  true 
saying  that  what  is  gained  by  injustice  does  not  lost. 
Groonya  and  I  j^^ave  no  thought  to  calculation,  and  ac- 
cordingly knew  no  bounds  to  oar  desires.  Light 
comes,  light  goes.  Unr  garabling  establishment  be- 
came notorious,  and  we  were  obliged  to  admit  into 
our  partnership  some  of  the  most  skilful  adepts,  to  pre- 
vent them  li'om disturbing  us;  and  while  Groonya  and 
I  squandered  our  money  ou  dress,  furniture,  eqaipagef, 
borses,  dinners,  and  suppers,  our  culleagues  plucked 
one  auoiiier,  and  lost  among  their  own  fraternity  what 
they  had  gained  by  fraud  from  others.  Besides,  card- 
t«ble  swindlers  are  seldom  or  never  good  domestic 
characters,  or  modest  and  quiet  members  of  society. 
In  wine,  in  riot,  and  debauchery,  they  endeavour  to 
foi^et  their  degradation,  to  stifle  the  voice  of  cou> 
science,  and  to  cover  their  meaimess  with  a  cloak  of 
riches  and  luxury.  Quiet  and  solitude  are  preliminary 
torments  to  a  guilty  mind. 

Unfoilnuiately,  in  the  human  animal,  distinction  of 
breed  is  not  always  accompanied  with  superior  endow- 
ments ;  and  throughout  the  world  it  is  proverbial  that 
every  family  has  a  misbegotten  member.    In  our  swind- 
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ling  coparmery  there  were  two  sprigs  of  nobility— 
I'riiite  PJootolensky  and  Count  Toukovoreen.  The 
first  bad  drawn  liack  from  an  advantageous  matcli,  had 
giveti  up  hia  good  connectioiia,  and  left  the  service, 
and  now  led  a  debBuched  life,  appeared  always  in  pub- 
lic as  if  he  was  half  tipsy,  and  broke  through  all  de- 
corum by  his  extravagant  behaviour.  He  was  still  in 
the  prime  of  life,  and  might  have  sat  to  a  painter  for 
the  representative  of  a  desperate  robber.  His  red 
tumid  face,  overgrowu  with  immense  whiskers,  ex- 
pressed daring  and  intemperance  ;  his  eyes  were  al- 
ways full  and  strained  with  blood  like  those  of  B 
liytena  ;  his  pouting  Hps  opened  only  to  eat,  cbink> 
and  growl.  Count  Tmdt0T6reen  was  an  elderly  man : 
he  had  gone  through  fire  and  water,  had  acquired  and 
spent  several  fortunes,  and,  being  all  hia  life  on  the 
worst  terms  with  conscience,  he  at  last  selected,  in 
preference  to  every  other  line  of  life,  the  profession  of 
a  card-table  swindler.  He  had  every  vice,  and  onlf 
one  quality  in  conimmi  with  honest  men — intrepidity. 
Bat,  as  he  made  use  of  that  quality  for  nothing  but  mie- 
chief,  he  acquired  among  his  fraternity  the  name  of  the 
brat'e  corsair.  Count  Tonkovoreeu  lived  in  a  showy 
JnsiuriouB  style,  gave  elegant  dinners,  and  gay  soireet, 
and  fleeced  at  his  own  house  not  only  green-honM, 
but  adepts  in  the  art.  Zariiyzeen  admitted  these  two 
worthies  into  partnership,  from  fear  lest  they  shoolil 
murder  him — at  the  same  time  as  a  counterpoise  to 
balance  or  check  their  preponderance,  he  selected  two 
of  the  deepest  and  most  notorious  plebeian  rascals, 
named  Oodiveetch  and  Y^een. 
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Oo<laveetch,  a  mail  of  middle  yeare,  of  a  sallow 
complexioii  and  little  figure,  was  deep  as  a  demon. 
He  spent  his  time  mostly  among  the  merchantB,  and 
was  besides  a  money-lender.  Among  rich  merchants 
it  is  reckoned  a  mark  of  hon  Ion  to  squander  money  in 
the  company  of  friends,  and  they  pride  themselves  npon 
their  eTpenditure,  the  same  as  in  more  refined  circles 
they  pride  themselves  upon  their  penetration,  punning, 
and  address.  Every  rich  merchant  reckons  it  a  duty 
to  spend  some  days  of  merry-making  in  the  course  of 
ibe  year ;  and  the  publicans,  strumpets,  and  card-table 
swindlers  anxiously  lay  in  wait  for  the  coming  round 
of  these  days,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  stupefaction 
of  the  senses  in  wliich  the  rich  merchant  indulges,  in 
order  to  lighten  him  of  his  superfluous  liurden.  The 
card-table  swindlers  are  besides  in  the  habit  of  keeping 
up  a  friendly  intercourse  with  young  merchants'  sonu, 
who  hegiu  to  squander  even  in  their  parent's  life-time, 
Ooddveetch  lent  money  at  high  interest,  traded  in  bills, 
and  fleeced  at  play  bis  mercantile  friends  who  resorted 
to  his  bouse,  because  they  found  there  all  the  gratifi- 
cations of  debauchery.  Yadeen,  besides  his  natural 
sense,  was  tolerably  polished  in  his  mamiers,  had  read 
much,  spoke  fluently  and  agreeably,  kept  up  an  ac- 
quaintance with  lilerfUi  who  were  not  aware  of  hk 
profession,  with  actors,  and  with  people  in  general  who 
had  pretensions  to  wit.  In  his  own  house  he  carried 
on  play  on  a  small  scale,  and  darted,  as  the  saying  is, 
on  his  prey  upon  the  wing,  n'hen  he  chanced  to  see  a 
green-horn  in  the  circle  of  his  acquaintances.  One 
thing  alone  astonished  me,  to  wit,  how  these  rascals 
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could  finri  [(eople  ho  simple  as  to  put  any  tmst  in  them, 
when  nature  had  stamped  them  ao  evidently  with  tlw 
«eal  of  reprobation.  At  the  first  sight  of  all  these  ad- 
venturers,  I  read  in  their  faces  the  whole  of  their  bel- 
lisb  propensities.  I  beliere,  that  an  evil  mind  is  ei- 
premied  in  tlie  physiognomy.  Unbelieving  readers  I 
look  only  in  the  face  of  the  first  card-table  swindia, 
or  the  first  hypocrite  whom  you  meet,  and  be  eon* 
vinced  I 

This  was  tiie  company  in  which  I  was  condemned 
to  live,  through  my  blind  attachment  to  Groonya,  who 
lulled  my  conscience  with  her  caresses  azid  kind  wonl«, 
and  stupified  my  reason  with  her  betwitching  argn- 
ments.  Time  slipped  away>  and  almost  a  year  had 
elapaed  since  I  beeian  to  share  in  llie  booty  of  mj 
swindling  confederates.  One  day,  when  there  wa» 
DO  playing  at  our  house,  Groonya  sent  me  on  au  errand 
to  Oodaveetch,  to  conc«rt  measures  with  him  what  lo 
do  with  Zarayzeen  who  had  begun  to  cheat  as  tbrooj^ 
thick  and  thin.  At  Oodaveetch's  bouse  I  found  IVinea 
Plootolenaky,  Count  Tonkov6reen,  Yadeen,  two  otiier 
professors,  and  upwards  of  a  dozen  uf  mercliann, 
amongst  whom  were  some  rich  long-beards.  They 
were  all  in  high  glee,  and  had  just  returned  from  ■ 
holiday-excursion  which  they  bad  made  to  some  taTetw 
out  of  town.  Footmen  were  carrying  about  Chara- 
paigue  and  Madeira  ;  gipsey-women  half  tipsy,  and 
gipsey-men  qnite  tipsy,  were  stmtting  about  llie 
rooms  ;  the  merchants  were  ranting  and  entering  ioM 
frien<lly  explanations  with  one  another,  and  reciting 
their  old  complaints :  females  of  a  certain  deacriptioa 
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WHre  peeping  slily  through  a  half-open  door  of  a  back- 
Tooja  :  the  gamblers  in  the  throng  were  whispering 
nod  winking  to  one  another  :  a  one-eyed  nmsic-grinder 
was  working  Instily  at  an  organ  in  the  anti-chamber. 
1  made  a  stop,  looked  wound  nie,  and  immediately 
conjectured  that  this  freak  wouhl  end  in  Homething  of 
a  graver  sort.  Oodaveetch  came  up  to  ine,  gave  me 
a  significant  hint,  took  me  into  a  dark  conidore,  and 
in  an  under-f  one  told  me  to  behave  myself  discreetly, 
for  tliat  there  was  a  weighty  matter  preparing,  in  which 
I  should  rereive  a  share  of  the  spoil  if  I  promised  to 
tell  no  one,  particularly  gamblers,  of  what  had  hap- 
peaod.  1  promised  to  be  silent,  chiefly  out  of 
curiosity,  and  we  returned  into  the  rooms.  Ooda- 
v«etch  in  the  mean  time  grew  livelier,  and  set  him- 
Bflir  to  play  the  part  of  a  cordial  landlord.  He  went 
through  all  the  guests,  one  by  one,  kissing  and  em- 
bracing them,  and  bawling  out  loudly  :  "  Gentlemen  ! 
why,  you  are  prown  dull  ;  are  you  wearied,  or  what 
ails  you  ?  Hey  :  Champaigne  !  Away  ivith  the  glasses 
and  give  us  our  great-grandfathers'  stowps  !  *  Ivan 
Meriiooleetch,  drink  if  you  please :  Semen  Pa- 
trickeyeetch,  Phnnia  Nazareetch,  drink,  brothers  ! 
Here,  Paphnooteetch,  thou  funny  fellow,  a  truce  to 
thy  nonsense.  Wine.  Bring  it  hither  I  Isn't  it  trae 
that  it  is  good  BtiifT  ?  I  ordered  it  myself  from  Pe- 
terahorgh  from  Boiseaunet.  Now  Steshka,  sing  some- 
thing more  sprightly  :  organist,  play  Ivan  Merkoo- 
leetcli's   favourite  !     Aud   you,   ye   husseys,  Masha, 


"  Stovp  signifies  ihe  same  thing  in  Rus; 
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Vaseeleeaea,  Parasha,  dance  some  fBmous  gipsey  danre 
to  tickle  the  gentlemen's  fancies  !"  While  Oodaveeldi 
was  talking,  at  one  time  with  the  merehaota,  at  bii»- 
tber  time  with  the  gipeeys,  the  wine  ran  in  toireBts, 
and  the  otlier  gamblers  sIho  plied  the  ^ests  witb 
kisses,  embraces  anil  entreaties.  When  all  their  heads 
were  pretty  ligbt,  Ivan  Merkooleetch,  a  rich  mer' 
chant  with  a  most  respectable  beard,  the  lather  of  a 
family,  a  man  who  at  home  lired  all  the  year  roimd 
on  cabbage-sonp,  and  buck-wheat  porridge,  dnmk 
nothing  but  quass  and  bitters,  higgled  for  a  few  ko- 
peeks  with  hie  shopmen,  aud  clang  to  a  difference  of 
a  rouble  in  borgaluiog,  as  a  question  of  life  and  death; 
while  iu  tavei-ua  he  would  finish  whole  cases  of  Cham- 
paigtie,  and  in  hLs  drunkenness  play  away  l«ns  of 
tliousands :  Ivan  Merkooleeteb  for  whom  OodaTeetcb 
had  such  a  regard,  came  up  to  him,  tapped  him  {•- 
miliarly  on  the  shoulder  and  said  :  "  What  is  tilt 
meaning  of  all  this  nonsense  ?  let  ua  have  a  litlh 
bank,*  Cleem  Yegfireetch  '."  "  I  am  afraid,"  replied 
Oodaseetch ;  "  for  I  know,  you,  Ivan  Merkooleeldii 
are  a  desperate  player,  and  sweep  away  the  bank  in 
a  twinkling.  With  such  rogues  as  you  we  must  be 
on  our  guard :  did  not  I  hear  that  yon  gained  B 
gorka  sixteen  thousand  roubles  from  Seedor  Seedv- 
reetch  f"  "  And  what  is  the  harm  of  that  !  I  guo 
and  I  lose  :  none  of  thy  foolery  now,  Cleem  Yegoro- 
veetch,  but  give  us  a  little  bank."  "  I  shall  do  so, 
proFided  it  be  in  a  small  way  !"  s^d  Oodaveetch  wHIi 

'  A  general  term  for  faro  and  other  Eimilai  games  of  chinix. 
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s  wry  fcce.  "  No,  brother,  I  will  have  none 
your  Bmall  stakes."  "  I  see  I  can  make  nothing  at  . 
thee ;  I  shall  throw  thee  a  matter  of  tea  thonsaud,"  f 
aud  Oodareetch,  auil  ordered  the  tables  to  he  pro*  J 
dnced. 

The  gamblers  were  immediately  on  their  legs.  The^  I 
could  not  conceal  their  joy,  and  their  ea^mess  tfhk 
qsite  Tisible.  Oodaveetcb  laid  down  the  money,  and 
proceeded  to  deal.  But  before  he  took  the  cards  into 
hie  bands,  Yadeen  called  out :  "  Wine,  wiue,  Cliani- 
paigne  1"  Tbey  brought  in  some  bottles  of  wine,  and 
Yadeeu  himself  took  upon  him  to  help  the  ^ests  who 
sat  at  the  card-table,  while  those  who  did  not  play  were 
drawn  under  different  pretences  into  other  rooms  where 
Prince  Plootolensky,  Connt  Tonko?6reen  and  other 
gamblers  proposed  to  them  to  take  a  drire  by  way  of 
fun.  The  merchants  jumped  at  the  proposal,  and  at 
the  oppoi^nity  afforded  them  of  merry-making  wilb 
Counts  and  Princea,  and  with  one  accord  they  all 
set  off.  Yadeen  and  Oodaveetch  again  applied  them- 
selves to  serre  the  guests  wili  wiue,  and  I  soon  per- 
ceived that  they  were  completely  besotted  :  they  play- 
ed their  cards  without  any  discernment,  drew  thom  at 
improper  times,  and  mechanically  followed  the  direc- 
tions of  Oodaveetch  who  scored  against  them  what- 
ever he  chose,  with  his  own  Iianda  took  their  pocket- 
books  out  of  their  pockets,  lielped  himself  to  their 
money,  dealt  all  at  once  two  cards  to  each,  and  in  a 
word,  treated  them  like  irrational  creatures.  The 
dninkeimess  appeared  to  me  a  strange  sight,  but  still 
more  strange  was  the  effrontery  of  Oodaveetch,  who 
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openly  plundered  liia  guestn  while  they  eat  nodduig  al 
the  card-lable.  Onp.  of  the  nunil)lers,  who  probaljlf 
thonght  that  I  Iiad  also  been  invited  to  assist  in  cam- 
ing  the  maniEUvre  into  execution,  took  me  into  aD">- 
ther  room,  and  eaid  :  "  Real!]'  that  Ootlaveetch  is  ■ 
devil  incarnate,  and  no  man  I  He  has  given  them  an 
infuBion  of  the  thorn-apple  to  drink,  but  baa  taken  cure 
not  to  let  a  drop  of  it  toach  his  tnustachios.  H« 
liBs  emptied  their  pocket-liookn  without  the  smgllesl 
trouble,  and,  besides,  scored  a  thousand  against  every 
one  of  them,  while  these  aaeef*  have  been  neither  pla^ 
ing  nor  beaten  1  He  is  an  arch-rogue,  there  can  be  no 
doubt !" 

At  this  moment  Prince  Plootolensky  and  Connt 
Tonkovoreen  came  into  the  room.  "  Is  the  businMa 
finished  yet  ?"  aske<l  the  Prince.  "  Finished ;'"  re- 
plied my  companion.  "  That  is  right,  but  for  our  put, 
we  have  had  hard  work  to  get  rid  of  those  d-~ — d  shofK 
keeperH — they  wished  to  come  here  to  supper — order 
tliQ  gate  to  be  shut  and  nobody  to  be  admitted  withtf 
the  court-yanL  Let  tliem  be  told  that  Cloeni  Yeedr^ 
veetch  has  gone  to  the  governor's  to  spend  the  evenim 
and  that  there  in  nobody  in  the  house.  Vou  knmr 
that  we  have  no  more  occasion  for  the«e  jackaise*) 
when  the  game  is  already  hageed."  In  the  meiui  tiiM 
Ood;SveeIch  did  not  leave  the  spot,  but  kept  wiick 
over  the  senseless  pontfurs  as  a  serpent  does  orer  (H 
prey  ;  and  ax  soon  as  the  ganiblers  observed  that  the  in- 
toxicated gnests  began  to  move  upon  tlieir  chairs,  ud 
that  the  sleepiness  and  delirium  were  passing  away, 
Prince  Ploololenakj'  aijd  Count  Tonkovoreen  sat  dowi 
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at  the  table,  and  began  intentionally  to  pnnt.  "  Now, 
bow  have  our  aflairs  turned  ?"  said  Ivan  Merkooleeteh, 
robbing  Iuh  eyes  and  scratching  his  forehead.  "  There 
wait  such  a  buzz  and  confusion  gut  up  aU  of  a  Hudden 
ill  my  head,  that  I  could  nut  keep  myself  awake>  Let 
us  reckon  up  now."  "  Here  standa  against  you  twenty- 
three  thousand  three  hundred  uid  twenty-seven  roubles 
and  a  half,"  said  Oodaveelch  coolly.  "  How  ho  ?" 
escl^med  the  aj^toiuided  merchant.  "  Why,  because 
it  U  BO.  You  lost  all  your  ready  money,  and  when  you 
had  nothing  tu  pay  with,  you  ordered  it  to  be  marked 
against  you — I  would  trust  you  though  it  were  for  a 
million,  and  so  1  obeyed  you."  "  Lost  my  ready 
money  !"  exclaimed  the  jnercliant,  laying  bold  of  hia 
pocket-book  :  "  There  were  aerenteen  thousand  roubles 
here  1"  "  I  did  not  count  how  much  there  was,"  re- 
plied Oodaveetch  coolly.  In  the  mean  time  the  other 
ponieura  also  rubbed  theij'  eyea,  began  to  count  up, 
Bud  were  quite  astonished  that  ail  their  pocket-books 
were  empty,  besidca,  to  see  large  sums  marked  against 
each  of  them.  One  tea-merchant,  a  young  man,  out 
of  whose  pocket-book  Oodaveetch  had  taken  ten  thou- 
sand roubles,  grew  quite  desperate,  cried,  and  fell  into 
a  passion,  saying  that  he  would  liave  to  drown  himself 
if  he  could  not  pay  a  bill  which  became  due  the  next 
day.  Oodaveetch  continued  cool,  but  when  Ivan 
Merkooleetch  and  the  others  began  to  siug  in  the  same 
key,  and  to  uisist  that  the  debt  should  he  cancelled  as 
they  did  not  recollect  upon  having  contracted  it,  then 
Prince  Flootoleusky  aud  Count  Tonkovoreen  came 
forward  to  play  that  part  in  the  farce  for  which  their 
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talents  so  well  adHpI«<I  them.  "  How  durst  thou  pre- 
Hume  to  Hay  before  such  an  honourable  company  that 
thou  dost  not  recollect  the  debt  which  thou  Iiast  con- 
tracted ?  Are  we  not  all  witneaees  ?  Are  we  not 
all  ready  to  »wear  to  the  fact  ?  We  will  teach  tW 
better  manners,  thou  low  reptile,  and  nqueeze  thy  bodI 
out  of  thy  hody  before  we  part  with  thee."  The 
other  gamblers  also  all  united  in  blustering  and  bally- 
iu^,  and,  at  this  moment,  a  troop  of  footmen  and  ^p- 
seyi  appeared  at  the  doors.  The  merchants  lost  coit- 
rnge  and  lowered  their  tone.  Peace  waa  restored — 
notaries  were  sent  for,  but  luckily  they  were  alresdy 
in  waiting  in  the  anti-chamber.  Ivan  Merkooleelcii 
and  his  companions  gave  their  bille :  OodSveetch  gan 
the  tea-merchant  a  loan  of  ten  thousand  roubles,  bni 
took  his  bill  for  twenty  thousand,  and  every  thing  went 
on  sweetly.  Supper  was  served  up,  and  the  gueftU, 
from  pure  vexation,  ate  and  drunk  to  excess,  and  sow 
of  them,  among  the  rest  Ivau  Merkooleelch,  stopped 
all  night,  quite  comfortable,  after  having  consignni 
their  money  and  bills  to  oblivion.  I  received  for 
neither  one  thing  nor  another  four  thousand  roublrt, 
and  again  passed  my  word  not  to  make  any  tnenlion  of 
the  transaction. 

Metoveeden  had  written  to  me  after  his  depsnvn 
from  Moscow  in  search  of  his  wife :  up  to  that  timt 
hia  endeavours  bad  been  nnsnccessliil.  Not  receiving 
any  letters  from  him  for  more  than  half  a  )'ear,  I  grew 
4  about  the  fate  of  my  friend.  On  rettunin); 
home  from  Oodaveetch's,  to  my  greatest  joy.  1  fooiid 
a  large  packet  from  Meloreeden.     He  iaformed  nte 


IVAN  VEJEEOIIEN.  145 

that,  at  last,  lie  liail  fonnd  liia  Pctronella.  I  ehaW  here 
communicate  to  my  readers  Melovecden's  letter  at 
full  length. 

"  Like  thekniglit  of  the  rneful  countenance,  I  wan- 
dered through  Poland  in  search  of  the  place  to  which 
my  wife  had  retired.  By  means  of  the  all-knowing 
JeWH,  I  understood  that  she  had  taken  up  her  resi- 
dence in  the  neiglihourliood  of  Ci'acow,  but  could  not 
find  out  the  actnul  spot.  Chance,  as  usually  liappens, 
favoured  me  more  than  my  own  endeavours.   Petronella 


had  assumed  the  calling  of  a  ' 
order  to  make  amends  fur  the 
devoted  lierself  aa  a  living  sa 
manity  :  nhe  waited  upon  the  sick 


r  of  mercy,'  and  in 

of  her  youth,  she 

ifice  to   suffering  hu- 

hoapilal.    Thoa 


i  that  the  '  sisters  of  mercy'  do  not  take 
npon  theinHelveB  the  monastic  vows,  and  can  leave 
their  calling  when  they  please ;  Imt  it  cost  me  a  great 
deal  of  tTQubtc  to  persuade  her  to  return  with  me 
into  the  world  which  she  had  renounced.  It  was 
oidy  the  undoubted  proof*  of  my  love  to  her,  evidenced 
by  the  wandering  life  to  which  1  had  given  myself 
up  in  search  of  her,  that  induced  Petronella  to  go 
along  with  me.  She  was  extremely  glad  when  she 
heard  of  thy  change  of  condition,  and  sends  up  her 
prayers  to  the  MobI  High  for  tliy  prosperity,  in  return 
for  all  which  ihon  Iiast  done  for  me.  Of  course  she 
is  much  changed,  but,  though  her  youth  is  gone,  she 
has  not  lost  her  beanty.  Her  giddiness  has  quite  dis^ 
appeared,  and  she  has  now  become  rigid  towards  her* 
self  and  condescending  towards  others,  contrary  to 
the  usual  practice  of  women,  who  are  wont  to  be 
VOL.  n.  H 
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guided  by  vanity  after  they  have  reformed  theinselvH 
in  all  other  respects.  Then  anrely  wkhest  to  know 
what  haa  hecume  of  Golc^ordoflsky  and  his  fonrilj'. 
My  latber-in-law,  by  living  above  his  inconie,  by  con- 
tinnally  incurring;  fresh  debts  without  paying  the  old 
ones,  and  by  foUowing  the  counsels  of  the  Jew-lar- 
nier  in  his  trading  operations,  was  obliged  at  last  tu 
declare  himself  bankrupt.  Thou  knowest  that  in  Old 
Poland  the  aiistocracy  were  the  legislators  for  the 
whole  Icingdom  ;  as  a  natural  consequence  of  wbicfai 
every  thing  was  contrived  for  their  own  benefit.  WhW 
in  the  world  could  be  fairer  for  all  parties,  tlian  to«ell 
the  property  of  a  bankrupt  to  the  highest  bidder,  and 
to  apply  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  tonsrdi 
the  payment  of  the  creditors  ?  In  onler  lliat  the  own- 
ers of  pj'operty  might  not  contract  debts  to  a  grealcf 
amount  than  they  had  the  means  of  discharging,  what 
could  be  Juster  than  tnat  ail  property  sbonltl  be  Talned, 
and  every  debt  entered  in  a  public  register  on  the  w- 
curity  of  that  property  ?  In  that  case  the  crediton 
who  did  not  chuse  to  run  blind  rislts,  would  lose  no- 
thing but  the  interest  of  their  money,  Biit,  notwidi- 
staoding  tile  number  of  wise  men  whom  Poland  hu 
produced,  and  the  excellent  laws  which  they  framed, 
so  far  as  regarded  the  general  policy  of  the  state ;  yei. 
on  questions  relating  to  the  <lehtB  of  the  gentry,  i ' 
levying  of  tflJtes,  and  other  pecuniary  matters,  afoolisb)  J 
perverse  veto  checked  all  attempts  to  reform  the  sy*-  I 
tem.  My  father-in-law  having  become  bantimpt,  d 
flared  an  exdivisio  (sequestration)  or  division  of  tl 
property  among  the  creditors,  as  prescribed  by  tit    I 
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1bw8  of  LitbuBoia.  The  cruditora  chose  atnong  them- 
selves judges  or  ftrb iters  from  among  the  neighbour- 
ing gentry,  allowing  my  father-in-law  his  legal, pre- 
rogative of  choosing  jndges  also  on  hie  Ride.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  a  chancery  was  forroed  of  some  regents 
or  iecretariea,  and  clerks,  and  each  side  appointed  an 
advocate  for  itself.  The  property  was  put  under  the 
controul  of  this  court,  but  only  upon  paper,  and  the 
actual  management  intrusted  to  my  motlier-in-law, 
who,  for  the  dowry  whieh  she  had  brought  into  the 
family,  and  for  bills  granted  in  her  favour  on  the  eve 
nf  the  bankruptcy,  was  a  considerable  creditor  of  her 
husband's.  At  an  appointed  time,'the  judges,  regents, 
aod  adfucates,  assembled  together,  along  with  their 
servants  and  dogs.  They  had  all  to  be  fed  and  en- 
tertained at  the  expense  of  the  property  belon^g  to 
the  rreditors.  The  bosinesB  wqp  kept  up  for  a  con- 
siderable length  of  time,  as  the  judges  and  lawyere 
found  it  very  convenient  to  live  at  the  eapenwi  of 
others  in  pleasant  company.  Mr.  Gologordulisky,  in 
order  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  judges,  eiitertain- 
ed  them  sumptuously,  (at  the  expense  of  the  credi- 
tWB,)  invited  to  the  exdinisio  all  his  relations  who  had 
gowl-looking  daughters,  gave  balls,  hunts,  and  lived 
in  better  style  ihwi  ever.  The  judges  played  at  cards, 
ffirted  with  the  ladies,  fell  in  love,  got  drunk,  danced ; 
bat  the  chanceries  in  the  meantime  proceeded  at  a 
■nail's  pace,  urged  on,  however,  by  the  lawyers  who 
began  to  be  impatient  for  their  fees.  At  length,  after 
^  lapse  of  two  years  and  a  half,  the  exdivuio  was 
brooght  to  a  conclusion.      The  estate  was  divided 
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u|ion  the  pint],  in  a  manner  resembling  tlie  Ni]UHres 
upon  &  ciiese-boorJ,  aiid  the  \ote  asBigned  to  the  cre- 
(iitors  in  proportion  to  their  claims.  My  mother-in- 
law  got  the  very  beet  part,  which  was  worth  tlirice  w 
much  as  her  dower.  Other  creditor*  of  rank,  and  re- 
lations of  Mr,  Gologordoffsky,  had  lot*  with  pea!wnt< 
iissigned  them,  while  the  creditors  who  hnppened  Ui 
be  poor  and  absent,  were  put  off  with  a  dividend  of 
moor-latid,  brush-wood,  and  sandy  wastes,  at  a  higher 
valuation  than  the  fields  of  India,  rovered  with  cinna- 
mon, cloves,  and  engai^caaes.  My  father-in-law  hv 
mach  richer  after  tlie  exdirtsio  than  he  had  been  be- 
fore it,  as  he  received  back  the  very  best  part  of  lie 
property ;  and  with  barren  land,  and  at  a  sniall  sarri- 
fice,  discharged  debts  which  excepdcd  twice  the  value 
of  his  whole  estate.  The  rrnditors  too,  after  payinf 
the  judges  for  their  attendance,  the  saJaries  of  tbt 
chan eery-clerks,  the  advocates,  the  lantl-measnrEini 
sad  the  government- dues,  were  quite  ruined.  Smut 
of  them  prudently  withdrew  their  claims,  in  oria  tt 
be  freed  from  the  enpences,  which  were  twice  as  moclr 
as  the  whole  anionnt  of  the  dehls. 

"  Gologordoffsky  did  not  live  long:  after  this  forhJn 
fortntiate  occurence,  but  died  of  a  biliout^  fever  broa^bt 
on  in  consequence  of  an  affront  from  the  g-orri-nmrnt- 
inarjihal,  whose  grandfatlie  rwas  a  poor  Shfifakhteitch, 
and  had  serveJ  under  Gologordoffsky 'h  grandlatber: 
this  gentleman  took  his  seat  higher  than  Mr.  Grio- 
gonloffsky  in  the  churrh,  and  was  invited  to  dine  wilk 
the  governor,  an  honour  not  vonehsafed  Ut  my  lallirtu 
in-law.     His  last  words  were  addressed   to  Uie  JfiP- 
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farmer  :  "  Joselj"  says  lie,  "  the  day  of  jmlgment  is 
at  hand  !  Time  was,  when  the  tliunder  did  not  dam 
to  strike  a  Polish  Shli/akhteeteh,  but  now  a  Mongrel- 
Tarlar  pujipy  of  a  governor  thinks  it  beneath  bini  tn 
invite  to  his  table  the  pink  of  Skli/akhteetehea,  the  first- 
born of  the  Gologordoffskys  !"  After  saying  this,  he 
smiled  proudly,   and  surrendered  his  soul  to  God. 

"  Fortunately  tiiere  chanced  to  come  toByalO' Russia 
on  bnsinesB,  a  country- gentle  man  from  the  goveni- 
nient  of  Grodno,  Podkonioree  Potchteevsky.  He  fell 
in  lore  with  my  sister-in-law  Cecilia,  and,  as  the 
Polchteevaky  family  happened  to  be  as  illustrious  and 
widely  spread  in  the  governments  of  Grodno  and  Wilna 
as  that  of  the  GologordolTskys  in  Byalo-Kussia,  my 
mother-in-law  consented  to  give  him  her  daughter.  In 
the  meantime  my  brotbers-in-law  finished  their  educa- 
tion in  the  Jesuits'  College,  where  at  least  one  good 
thing,  a  spirit  of  economy,  was  instilled  into  their 
minds.  My  mother-in-law  left  the  management  of  her 
estate  to  her  sons,  and  removed  herself  to  her  daugh- 
ter's residence  i[i  the  government  of  Grodno. 

"  After  learning  all  these  particulars,  we  set  off  from 
Cracow  direct  to  Mr.  Potchteevsky 's.  Before  arriving 
at  the  manor-bouse,  we  halted  at  a  kartclima  in 
order  to  arrange  our  dress.  To  my  astonishment,  the 
kartchma  was  a  decent  house  with  good  clean  rooniM 
for  travellers.  There  was  no  Jew  in  the  kartchma  ; 
it  was  kept  liy  a  Christian,  a.  cabinet-maker,  who 
occupie<t  one  of  the  rooms  for  his  work-shop,  while  his 
wife  managed  the  house  and  traded  in  spirits,  "  How 
IB  it  that  there  is  no  Jew  here?"  asked  I  of  the  land- 
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Igrd.  "  The  Bdreen  *  has  driven  out  the  Jews  from 
all  his  etitatee,  and  forbidden  them  not  only  to  trade  in 
spirits,  but  even  to  live  iik  his  villages.  Owing  to  ihu, 
in  the  conrHe  often  years,  our  peasants  are  so  improved, 
that  all  the  neighbouring  proprietors  envy  us."  "  Your 
bdreen  probably,takes  pleasure  in  the  welfare  of  bis 
pcaaants."  "  He  in  a  father  and  no  bdreen.  In  ten 
years,  8ince  he  has  had  the  property  iu  his  hands,  he 
has  ira[)roved  all  the  fields,  the  peasants'  as  well  tu 
hia  OTvn,  increased  the  live-stock,  given  the  peasanU 
horses,  re-built  their  houses,  established  a  fichoul  for 
the  children,  and  takes  more  care  of  the  tiealth.  Hud 
condition  of  his  peasauta  than  of  his  own — he  is  loved 
and  respected  by  all." 

"  I  was  glad  to  hear  snch  favourable  accounts  of  ujr 
brother-in-law,  and  we  impatiently  hurried  to  Lis  honae- 
I  need  not  describe  to  you  the  joy  of  my  Petronella  U 
meeting  with  her  mother  and  Bister,  who  supposed,  her 
to  be  lost.  Cecilia  was  happy  with  her  noble  and  wise 
husband ;  she  had  by  this  time  two  eons,  channiDg 
boys,  and  was  big  with  her  third  child.  From  the  tinu 
of  our  first  meeting  we  became  friends  of  Potcfateevsky. 
He  had  been  educated  in  the  univeraity  of  Wilna,  and 
on  leaving  it,  had  received  the  degree  of  doctor  in 
philosophy,  had  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  and,  on  hia 
return  home,  resolved  to  employ  himself  in  tile  im- 
provement  of  his  estate,  which  had  been  wretchedly 
managed  by  the  curators  dming  his  nonage.  Potcb- 
teevsky  speaks  Rusi^iaii  tolerably,  loves  in  genpral  all 
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the  Slavonic  dialects,  aiid  regards  all  tlae  Slavociit 
tribes  as  blood  relations,  all  Slavonians  as'  brotbers, 
who  ought  to  love  one  another  and  unite  tlieir  eti- 
desTonrs  to  educate  tbeir  countrymen,  and  to  raise 
the  standard  of  literature,  that  they  may  occupy  a 
respectable  place  iu  the  republic  o£  art  and  science. 
I  need  not  detail  the  arrangements  about  Potchteevsky's 
lioa«e  ;  I  may  merely  say  that  he  had  neither  law- 
agent  nor  commissary,  nor  Jew-confident ;  that  he  had 
neither  debts  nor  law-suits :  in  a  word,  the  whole  esta- 
blishment was  quite  the  rererse  of  the  late  Mr.  Golo- 
gordoffsky's. 

"  After  living  for  a  couple  of  months  with  Potch- 
teevsky,  I  received  news  from  Kieff,  that  Avdotya  Iva- 
novna,  impatiently  waiting  for  my  uncle's  death,  iu 
order  to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  testament,  fell  at  last  into 
a  consumption  brought  on  by  an  excessive  fit  of 
screaming,  and  was  seized  by  the  clutclies  of  death 
before  my  uncle,  who  is  left  quite  in  desptur  because 
lie  baa  nobody  to  plague  him.  It  it  said  that  Avdotya 
s  daughter  Leeza,  is  hastening  with  hex  hus- 
Kieif,  to  take  her  mother's  place.  By  my 
II  setting  off  for  Kieff,  and  shall  use 
reconcile  myself  with  my  uncle.  1 
ill  en<l — but,  in  the  meantime,  fare 


jny  endeavours  to 
know  not  how  it  u 


you  well,  and  write  me  to  Kieff." 


CHAPTER  IX. 


A  young  mad-cap An  nmaleur  uf  the  drama. — Ruin  in  a 

robbers'  ilea — CalamilT.— GrooiiyB's  flight — Honaty  in  irolft 
ctolMiig-,  or  do  nol  Judge  by  apprarancra.— A  »f  Iftsh  man. 

The  young  people  of  kaut  ton  ia  Moecow  resorted 
in  great  numbers  on  a,  nhooting  excursion  to  the  country- 
seat  of  &  young  cani]i(lat«  for  bankruptcy,  who,  after 
exhausting  liis  ingenuity  on  all  sorts  of  town  estran- 
gance,  turned  his  attention  to  the  same  abject  in  ilie 
country.  He  erected  a.  theatre,  set  on  foot  a  greti 
hunting  establishment,  and  opened  in  his  house  a  utrt 
of  gratis-tavem.  To  this  shooting  party  ladies  were 
also  invited,  relations  of  the  landlord  along-  with  their 
acquaintances,  and  Aneta,  Meloveeden's  cousin,  ob- 
liged me  to  accompany  her  to  assist  in  tbe  merry- 
making. My  absence  was  not  to  be  longer  than  t 
week,  and,  after  taking  leave  of  Groonya,  I  set  off, 

We  paused  the  time  very  pleasantly.  The  land- 
lord, Falalay  Ciloopashkeen  never  intermitted  his  en- 
deavonra  to  play  the  part  of  an  English  lord.  Hii 
wooden  house  was  luxuriously  fitted  up  with  the  roost 
fashionable  furniture,  with  pictures, statues,  and  bronzes. 
His  stable  cont^ned  more  tiian  a  hundred  English 
horses,  and  ha  had  upwards  of  three  hundred  hounds 
of  different  breeds.  Among  his  attendants  be  had  a 
number  of  foreigners — English,  Germane,  and  French. 
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For  a  cotnpanion  lie  kept  a  Frenchman,  nnder  the  de- 
nomination of  a  Uttevaleur,  who  waa  his  private  se- 
cretary :  to  an  Eno;lishniaii  he  paid  a  high  salary 
merely  to  talk  with  him,  and  perfect  him  in  the  pro- 
nuncbtion  of  the  English  language.  An  Italian,  an 
old  rogue,  lived  with  him  as  a  sort  of  friend.  He 
enjoyed  tlie  reputation  of  being  a  connoisseur  of  paint- 
iDg,  antiques,  and  music.  The  Italian  traded  m  tlie 
most  paltry  Italian  pictures,  mosaics,  counteri'elt 
antiques,  and  along  with  that  was  a  usurer  and  mes- 
senger of  gallantry.  A  German  librarian  served  fur  u 
small  salary,  being  attracted  by  his  love  for  cataloguers, 
of  which  there  waa  a  number  in  the  library.  Gloo- 
pashkeen  bought  a  whole  company  of  playera  from  an 
amateur  of  ttie  drama,  by  name  Khamklioreen,  who 
had  squandered  away  his  property  but  consoled  bim- 
self  for  the  loiw  by  performing  in  all  private  theatres 
and  managing  his  old  troop.  Gloopashkeen'ij  orches- 
tra was  also  composed  of  serfs  whom  be  bad  collected 
from  different  private  orchestras.  In  the  house  there 
were  about  five  hundred  inmatett  fed  at  the  expeuce 
of  Gloopashkeeii,  and  serving  merely  for  his  diver- 
sion. It  was  difficult  to  keep  from  lau^iing  at  see- 
ing the  grave  air  of  the  besrdlees  fool,  who,  fancying 
himself  a  great  man,  spoke  about  every  thing  in  a 
decided  tone ;  pronounceil  his  opinions  upon  politico 
in  sentiments  borrowed  from  his  English  companion  ; 
delivered  lectures  upon  literature  in  the  words  of  his 
Frenchman,  and  spoke  upon  the  arts  under  the  prompt- 
ing of  the  Italian.  Many  of  the  giteata,  without  hav- 
ing the  least  idea  of  the  subjects  on  which  he  spoke. 
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and  knowing  ihe  aciencea  merely  by  name,  looketl  upon 
him  as  &  miracle  of  wiadom,  and,  while  they  enjoyed 
the  InxurieH  of  his  table,  loudly  proclaimed  that  Kns- 
na  would  be  happy  if  Gloopashkeeii  were  nunister. 
This  waa  also  his  own  opinion,  and,  in  expectation  of 
the  first  dignities  of  the  empire,  he  enrolled  himself  iu 
the  college  of  foreign  ai!airs  as  a.  translator  from  ibe 
HuHainn  into  the  French.  To  give  him  bis  due,  bis 
anperiors  had  reason  to  be  pleased  widi  him  ;  for  bv 
performed  hia  duty  extremely  well.  A  poor  atnilcui 
was  hired  lo  tnuiBlate  for  him  the  Unasian  papers  into 
literal  French,  while  his  French  companion  dressed 
them  up  with  all  the  elegancies  of  the  French  idiom. 
In  this  way  Gloopashkeen,  fulfilling  exactly  the  com-' 
miwiotiR  of  government,  had  a  full  right  to  claim  to- 
wards and  promotion,  and  not  without  grooada  ex- 
pected to  rise  to  nn  elevated  rank.  He  ia  not  tk' 
only  one  who  ban  succeeded  in  attaining  rewanU  by 
means  of  the  brains  and  labours  of  uibera,  nor  the 
only  one  who  baa  passed  for  a  man  of  business  and  a 
great  politician,  by  repeating  the  words  of  bis  compa- 
nion :  ■  Sic  vofi  nan  vohis,'  Sfc. 

In  the  morning  we  went  a  bunting,  afiter  that  we 
dined ;  in  the  afternoon  we  were  present  at  the  per- 
formance of  a  tragedy  and  ballet,  under  tlie  snpenn- 
tendance  of  Kharakh6reen ;  and  lastly,  we  danced, 
played  cards,  and  supped.  It  was  impossible  to  feel 
ennui,  for  Kharakhoreen's  performance  afTorded  mat- 
ter for  laughing  all  day  long.  He  was  persuaded  thai 
there  waa  not  in  the  whole  world  a  better  declaimer 
than  himself  ;  made  frightful  grimaces,  roared  in  his 
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deetnmation  like  s  wounfled  bear,  aud  strutted  about 
and  brandisbcd  his  arms  like  a  luadman.  In  order  to 
accnshim  liimself  to  wear  the  drees  of  ancient  heroei 
and  foreipi  manjnieees,  he  always  put  on  his  theatrical 
costume  in  the  moniiDj^  of  the  day  of  perforniaiice. 
rouged  Iiis  face,  and  spoke  with  all,  eveu  with  the 
servants,  in  a  theatrical  tone.  It  was  related  of  Idni, 
that,  having  equipped  himself  one  day  to  play  in  a  pn- 
vate  theatre  out  of  town,  he  set  out  thither  in  the 
morning  in  his  dramatic  costume.  At  the  barrier  his 
carriage  was  stopped,  as  usual,  in  order  to  inquire  bis 
rank  and  surname.  Kharakhoreen  declared  his  re&l 
name,  but  the  sergeant  on  guard  thinking  be  was  show- 
ing false  colours,  sent  him  to  the  nearest  pollce-olfice, 
and  the  inspector  upon  duty  without  listeidng  to  his 
reply  consigned  him  to  the  lunatic  hospital,  where 
poor  Kbarakh6reen  was  detained  till  bis  friends  gave 
security  to  the  authorities,  and  convinced  them  that 
he  was  only  a  fool  and  not  a  madman.  Kharakli<)reeii 
driUed  all  bis  troop  into  bis  own  declamatory  exer- 
cise, and  owing  to  that,  the  spectators  were  horri£e<l 
is  comedies,  and  could  nut  keep  from  laughing  in  tra- 
gedies. His  ballets  consisted  in  a  sort  of  hopping, 
which  was  only  endurable  when  the  female  dancers 
were  posseased  of  other  attractions.  I  would  have  re- 
mained longer  in  Gloopashkeen's  house,  but  unfor- 
tunately I  wae  lodged  m  the  same  room  as  Kbara- 
khdreen,  and  be  tormented  me  so  by  reading  to  inn 
his  dissertations  on  the  drama,  that  I  was  completely 
worried,  and  the  sixth  day  made  my  escape  from  him 
to  Moscow. 

H  (> 
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On  arriving  at  home,  I  learned  from  Petrnff  thai 
a  police  officer  had  called  every  day  for  some  dsjii, 
and  askod  whether  I  iras  at  home,  as  he  wanted  to 
ttpeak  with  me  abuat  some  ali^ir  or  other.  I  ordered 
tea,  BDd  bad  srarcely  emptied  my  first  i:np,  when  Pe- 
trafT  infmined  tne  that  the  police-ofiicer  was  there  anil 
asked  permission  to  come  in.  He  entered  modeatlv 
and  made  a  very  respectful  bow>  Although  his  phy- 
siognomy was  not  expressive,  &  certain  siiaplitnty  bdJ 
kindness  of  manner  prepossessed  m«  in  Iris  favotir. 
His  nnifonn  appeared  as  worn  as  the  pavement,  his 
hat  seemed  a  relic  of  the  last  century,  and  the  handle 
of  his  sword  looked  blue.  He  roade  a  bow  to  me 
and  said ;  "  My  duty  is  at  present  connected  with 
yours,  and  I  hare  been  employed  to  trouble  yon  by 
asking  you  some  qnestions,  to  which  you  mnst  an- 
swer immediately."  "  Wlial  ia  this  which  has  hap- 
pened ?"  asked  I  with  uneasiness.  •'  Be  cool,"  re- 
plied the  police-officer :  "  li't  us  sit  down  and  we  will 
explain  it  Iog;ether."  An  ink-glass  was  Urooght,  and 
I  immediately  replied  to  the  following  quesiioos  : — 

"  How  long  is  it  since  the  College-secretary  Vgee- 
ghen  became  acquainted  with  the  actress  Agraph^ 
Stepanovna  Preeinaidteen  ?"  "  Since  my  childhood. 
I  became  acquainted  with  her  in  the  life-time  of  her 
mother,  the  Titular  Counsellor's  widow,  Shtoseeo." 
''  How  long  is  it  since  Vejeeghen  became  acquwutcd 
with  Prince  Plootolensky,  Count  Tonkovoreen,  Zaiay- 
L,  Oodaveetch,  and  Yadeen  ?"  "  1  l>ecame  ac- 
qnunted  with  tliem  in  Preemankeen's  bouse,  a  year 
and  a  half  ago."     "  Did  Vejeegben  know  of  the  in- 
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IS  of  the  aforesaid  persona  to  swindle  at  play  tLe 
two  brothers  Dooreendeen,  who  have  lately  come  of 
Bge  and  borrowed  three  hundred  thousand  roubles  in 
the  Ojiekoonsky  Soiyet  ?"  *  "I  did  not  know,  au<I 
this  is  the  first  time  tlmt  I  heard  of  this  intentioii  and  uf 
the  Dooreendeeiis."  '■  Was  Vejeegheu  in  the  houne  of 
the  aforesaid  Preeinankeen  when  the  gaming  took  place 
between  the  above-uamed  persons,  when  they  intoxi- 
cated tlie  Dooreendeeiis  with  some  poisonous  drug,  and 
when  a  squabble  occurred  in  which  Zarayzeen  lost  hia 
left  eye,  Yadeen's  nose  was  broken.  Prince  Ploutolen' 
sky's  right  whisker  plucked  away,  Oodaveetch's  fore- 
head cut  with  a  bottle,  and  Count  Tonka vureen's  fore- 
finger knocked  o£F,  while  tlie  Dooreendeens  received  ' 
dangerous  wounds  in  the  head  and  breast,  in  conse- 
qnence  of  which  tliey  are  now  dying?"  "  I  was  not, 
but  was  residing  at  the  country-seat  of  Mi-.  Gloopaeh- 
keen,  and  am  only  just  returned  after  six  day's  absence." 
"  Doea  Vejeeghen  know  the  place  of  concealment  of 
the  aforesaid  Preemankeen,  who  is  accused  by  all  the 
ahove-named  persons  of  having  allured  the  said  Door- 
eendeens to  her  house,  of  having  intoxicated  them  with 
some  drug,  and  of  having  invited  the  aforesaid  PIoo- 
tolensky,  Tonkovureen,  Zarayzeen,  Oodaveetch,  and 
Yadeen  t»  plunder  the  Dooreendeens,  and  of  having 
excited  them  to  quarrel  when  the  Dooreendeens  were 
unwilhng  to  pay  the  money  which  they  iiad  lost  ?"  At 
these  words  the  [>en  fell  out  of  niy  bands.  "  How  I 
Groonya  concealed  herself  I     Groonya  left  me  1"  ex- 
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riajmed  I  in  lisBpair,  and  threw  DijTielf  on  tlie  sofa, 
coreriog  my  face  with  my  hands. — "  AgrapLena  Sw- 
panovna,  calling  herself  Preemankeen,  has  pleased  to 
quit  Moscow,  it  is  not  known  whither,"  replied  the 
police-officer  coolly  :  "  and,  aa  from  the  examination  of 
the  servants  it  appeared  that  you  pleased  every  day  to 
make  repeated  visits  to  the  aforesaid  Agraphena  Ste- 
panorua,  and  lived  on  the  most  intimate  footing  with 
her,  the  authorities  have  thought  proper  t^  collect  evi- 
dence from  you,  whetlicr  you  know  anjithing  of  thin 
occurrence  and  of  the  place  to  wliii^h  the  above-named 
Preemankeen  has  retired."  "  I  know  nothing  of  it,  am] 
yon  see  in  what  a  condition  1  find  myself  since  I  lieard 
of  the  miHfortnne  of  Preemankeen,  whom  I  love,  whom 
I  wished  to  marry —  —  and  now  —  —  I  am 
deprived  of  all  I"  "  1  have  already  mentioned  in  tlie 
protocol  the  stupor  into  whicli  you  fell  on  hearing  the 
news,  and  regarded  that  as  a  proof  that  you  know  no- 
thing of  what  has  happened,"  said  the  police-officer. 
While  he  was  writing  and  putting  his  papers  in  order, 
I  grew  a  little  cooler,  cormidering  that,  in  this  unfor- 
tunate proceeding,  it  was  better  for  Groonya  that  alie 
had  escaped  from  the  clutches  of  the  police,  and  con- 
soled myself  with  the  thonghi  that  perhaps  this  occur- 
rence would  incline  her  to  follow  my  advice  aod  ttira 
into  honest  couraeB.  1  hoped  to  find  her,  to  exculpate 
her  by  mcanB  of  my  friends  :  in  a  word,  my  gripF 
suddenly  changed  into  joy.  "  Mr.  officer,"  s^d  I. 
"  I  am  ready  to  confirm  my  evidence  with  my  oadi, 
and  declare  to  you  frankly  that  it  was  only  my  absence 
which  saved  me  from  this  sciape.     If  I  hul  been  in 
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Moscow  at  the  time,  it  is  ten  to  one  but  I  would  have 
been  implicated.  Take  your  breath  now,  drink  a  cup 
of  tf  a  with  me,  and  tell  me  more  particularly  tlie  de- 
tails of  this  ugly  occnrreiice."  "  Yon  appear  to  me  to 
be  a  worthy  opGu-hearted  man,"  said  the  police  officer, 
"  and  therefore  I  shall  tell  you  my  mind  freely,  to 
which  I  urn  the  more  inclined,  aa  the  neighhoura  all 
speak  well  of  you,  and  in  the  preco^itious  which 
hare  taken  place,  you  have  been  universally  described 
as  well  behaved,  generous  and  peaceable.  Your  ser- 
vant PfetrofF  declares  that  there  is  not  a  better  gentle- 
man in  all  Moscow."  "  Enough,  without  farther  pre- 
amble !  Tell  me  what  you  know,  satisfy  my  curiosity, 
and  I  will  be  obliged  to  yon."  The  police  officer  rose' 
from  his  seat,  went  up  to  the  door  on  liis  tiptoes,  looked 
into  the  other  room,  then  returned  without  making  the 
least  noise,  sat  down,  and  after  looking  around  him  on 
every  side,  began  to  apeak  hi  an  under  tone.  "  I  am  a 
little  man,  a  Koartdlni/  Nddxeeratl  (inspector  of  a 
quarter)  a  mute  execttor  of  the  will  of  my  snperiore, 
but,  thank  God,  I  am  neither  deaf  nor  blind ;  1  have 
some  little  brains,  and  a  clear  conscience.  What 
makes  you  stretch  yonr  neck  so  ?  Why  do  you  eye 
me  so  strangely,  Ivan  Ii-anoveelch  ?  Yes,  sir,  I  have 
a  clear  conscience,  and  owing  to  that" —  —  On 
this  tlie  Kvai'talny  Nadzeeratl  pointed  to  his  thread- 
bare uniform  and  \m  faded-black  hat,  and  continued  i 
"  The  TchastneePreestaf  (overseer  of  the  ward)  knew 
that  in  Preeniankeen's  house  gambling  was  carried  on 
to  a  great  extent  and  in  a  dishonest  manner,  and  that 
it  was  a  rendezvous  for  the  principal  card-table  swind- 
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\er»  of  Moscow.  Bat  they  are  his  tributary  serfs  whom 
a  magistrate  protects  as  a  good  landholder  his  industri- 
ous ppasaiits,  and  so  notwithstanding  my  reports  the 
affair  took  its  own  course.  The  squabble  with  the 
Dooreendeens  would  hare  been  passed  orer  in  silence 
if  there  had  not  been  a  complaint  lodged  by  their  grand- 
father, a  man  in  power,  who,  by  means  of  money  and 
threats,  obt»ued  from  Zarayzeen  a  confession  of  every 
thing.  Then  Oodareetch  proposed  to  his  companions 
and  to  the  police-overseer  to  lay  all  the  blame  on  A- 
graph^na  Stepiinovna,  on  the  grounds  tbat  a  new  place 
might  be  opened  for  carrying  on  their  gaming  opera- 
tions, while  they  themselves  by  these  means  would 
escape.  lu  the  meantime  they  gave  Preemankeen  a 
quiet  bint  to  conceal  herself,  and  the  affair  assumed 
another  aspect.  But,  as  it  was  necessary  without  delay 
to  discover  the  guilty  person,  and  inflict  a  suitable  pu- 
nishment to  satisfy  the  Dooreendeens'  grandfather, 
they  contrived  to  hook  in  the  old  rogue  Zarayzeen, 
who  was  banished  the  town,  and  Yadeen  locked  up  ill 
the  guard-house.  The  rest  were  not  touched,  and  their 
hetman  Oodaveetch  remains  safe  and  sound,  of  couiw. 
only  for  a  season.  Providence  sooner  or  later  will 
punish  the  culprit. 

"  Ivan  Ivanoveetdi  I  I  know  all.  Listen  to  good 
advice — disentangle  yourself  from  those  d d  gamb- 
lers, who  will  before  long  draw  yon  into  perdition. 
Foi^et  the  deceitful  enchantress  Preenuutkeen,  who 
caressed  you  while  at  the  same  time  she  loved  a  French- 
man, an  itinerant  ^ent  for  a  French  manofacturer, 
and  went  off  with  him  to  Parii^."     "  Enough,  enough  ! 
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That  will  fioisli  rae  I"'  Wounded  Belf-esteeni  and  cheat- 
ed love  raised  a  strong  commotion  within  my  lireast. — 
Fortmiately  I  was  able  to  weep,  aud  that  lightened  my 
heart  a  little.     "  And  so  Preemankeen  has  set  off  for 

Paris  ?"  asked  I .     "  It  is  true,"  replied  the  Nad- 

zeeratl :  "  I  was  told  all  hy  her  sercant  Catberine,  the 
sweetheart  of  our  sergeant.     She  says  that  Agrapheaa 
Stepanovna  loves  you  much,  very  much,  but  that  you 
are  too   sentimental,  and  torment   her  with  your  jea- 
lousy,— on  the  contrary,  the  little  Frenchman  is  cheer- 
ful, and  so  far  from  jealous  that  he  delights  to  hear  of 
the  conquests  of  Agrapheua  Stepanovna.     She  prefer- 
red the  Frenchman,  hut,  when  she  set  off  with  him, 
wept  bitterly  for  you."     I  felt  as  if  I  was  on  the  rack 
at  this  relation,  but  my  iiatuiTil  pride  and  some  remains 
of  wholesome  reason  kept  up  my  strength.     After  a 
short  silence,  I  collected  my  breath  and  said  ;  "  Why 
did  you  put  these  questions  to  me,  when  you  were 
aware  that  I  had  no  hand  in  this  affair  of  the  Dooreen- 
deens,  and  did  not  know  of  Preemankeen's  flight  ?" 
"  That,  sir,  was  for  form's  sake.     The  overseer  of  our  J 
ward,  to  shew  his  Zealand  endeavours  to  discover  thel'l 
truth,  entangled  it  with   as  many  names  as  possibly   J 
and  collected  a  great  variety  of  evidence.     In  propon  1 
lion  to  the  number  of  persons  examined,  and  iu  pnH<  J 
portion  to  the  bulk  of  the  papers,  the  merit  of  the  ser- 
vice performed  will  be  appreciated." 

I  wished  not  to  remain  alone,  and  asked  the  Nad- 
zeeratl  to  sup  with  me.  He  consented,  and  till  such 
time  as  Petroff  had  the  table  covered,  I  strided  up  and 
down  the  rooms,    reflecting  upon  my  condition,  and 


162 


JVAN  VBJEEQHEN. 


upon  the  repeated  deceit  of  Groonyfti  who  liad  t.wic* 
tironght  me  into  niiafortiinB.  On  the  first  occaaion,  1 
lost  my  liberty  from  my  love  to  her  ;  noip  1  had  iM 
my  capital,  and  all  but  lost  my  character — ^bad  fallafl 
into  the  society  of  robbers,  and  been  a  partaker  or  at 
least  a.  confident  of  their  viUany.  Whence  auch  aani- 
fices  ? — from  love  to  a  faithless  woman,  nnworlliv  «( 
such  a  noble  elevated  feeling  I  Now,  thought  I,  it  » 
time  to  become  a  man,  and  to  prove  that  the  nolile 
blood  of  the  Meeloslavskys  runs  in  jtiy  veins.  1  will 
begin  to  extinguish  my  passions,  and  my  first  flame, 
my  love  to  Groouya. 

I  considered  well,  and  on  thiij  occasion  followed  tba 
dictates  of  my  reason,  becaui^e  Groonya.  was  not  be- 
aide  me.  I  will  not  answer  for  what  might  have  h^ 
pened  had  she  been  beside  me — had  Groonya,  dnring 
my  struggle  with  my  passions,  aiipeared  in  all  ihf 
splendour  ofber  beauty,  with  her  enchanting  eloquence, 
with  her  tender  caresses.  But  fortunately  Groooyi 
was  at  a  distance,  and  I  triwnphed  over  myself.  After 
weeping,  raging,  fretting,  abusing  the  world,  people 
in  general,  and  women  m  particular,  to  tell  the  tratli, 
without  any  cause  upon  this  occasion,  I  went  up  10 
the  Nadzeeratl,  and  striking  ray  hand  upon  his  w, 
properly  speaking,  upon  his  greasy  glove,  I  said ;  "  I 
thank  yon  for  your  good  8<lyice — henceforth  1  un 
another  man." 

Not  being  able  myself  to  eat,  I  was  amnsed  with  the 
appetite  of  the  worthy  Nadzeeratl.  For  nay  diversioai 
I  be^ed  him  to  tell  me  in  what  way  he  had  fallen  inU 
the  police — for  ^hat  c^use  he  bad  served  so  long  wilb- 
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out  proiaotiuD,  and  hy  wliat  means  1 
Bwimining  npun  bucIi  a  Htormy  sea.,  liad  escaped  ship- 
wreck ?"  Ackheep  Arklieejieetcii  took  a  drauglit  of 
wine,  liemmed,  coughed,  umuiged  his  stock  and  began 
his  narrative  : — "  Say  wbat  you  will,  but  it  is  my  firm 
belief  that  a  mau  cannot  avoid  wLat  is  decreed  at  liiii 
birth.  My  father  was  the  houije-sleward  of  a  noble 
lady,  Lukeria  Sefflenoiiia  Poredkeeu,  aud,  for  his  faitli- 
ful  serviceH,  receifed  bis  free<lom  along  with  all  his 
iamily.  My  father  had  two  sous — we  lost  our  mo- 
ther during  om-  infancy.  There  was  no  one  to  look 
after  us,  and  we  did  as  we  liked.  My  greatest  plea- 
sure during  my  childhood  consisted  in  playing  tricks 
to  the  policemen  :  1  tlirew  atoues  at  them  from  holes 
and  comers,  caught  tbem  by  the  Ic^  in  a.  loop  when 
they  passed  our  gate  in  the  evening,  threw  water  upou 
them  and  the  like.  My  hatred  towards  them  was  OC' 
casioned  by  their  having  arrested  my  father  one  day, 
and  on  bis  daring  to  complain,  beating  liim  and  taking 
Ilia  money  from  him,  and  all  for  anotlier  man's  fault. 
For  my  cliildiah  revenge  1  have  to  atone  by  a  life-long 
course  of  policely  drudgery,  and  it  is  likely  to  be  my 
fete  to  die  at  last  of  hunger  in  a  sye::;shee  di<6r.* 

"  My  father  hired  a  deacon  to  teach  us  reading  and 
writing :  but,  as  the  deacon  himself  knew  but  little, 
he  could  not  teach  us  a  great  deal ;  besides,  every  one 
has  bis  taleut,  and  mine  did  not  chance  to  be  for  let- 

■  The  naoie  of  the  houae  belDnging  la  the  polici  in  each  vard, 

vork-hnuse,  and  waich- lower— inhabited  brpolinmeu,  firemcDi 
B  doctor,  midwife,  &c.  &C 
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terH.  To  read  and  write  I  know  :  1  can  make  a  sliift 
to  tell  my  story — at  least  there  are  people  wlio  hear 
Die  witli  satisfaution — but  when  it  comex  to  set  it  ilovn) 
npon  pB]ier,  I  sni  puzzled.  I  knock  about  like  a  fish 
aniongHt  ice  ;  no,  it  will  not  coraeont  of  mypen  !  It 
is  no  gi'eat  linrm  that  I  am  at  variance  with  dot«  and 
daaoes,  strokes  and  bwr-strokea  ;  our  men  of  busioeH 
tfaemaelveN  are  no  ^reat  wizards  in  tliat  respect ;  but 
my  chief  vesation  is  that  I  cannot  write  as  I  think,  m 
aa  I  speak.  If  one  could  write  with  the  tongue  in  place 
of  the  pen,  it  is  probable  that  we  should  have  man 
writers  and  also  more  geniuses. 

"  I  did  not  wish  to  remain  in  oar  lady's  servic«,  and 
did  not  know  what  to  do  will)  myself  after  tbe  death  of 
my  father,  who  was  an  honest.  God-fearing  nian,  and 
did  not  leave  us  a  kopeek,  though  he  managed  lii* 
mistress's  house  for  thirty  years.  My  oldest  brotlier 
entered  the  service  as  a  clerk  in  the  GrazsbdansksyR 
Palata  (civil  court)  and  soon  pushed  his  way  no  well. 
that  he  passed  for  a  clever  fellow.  I  procured  for  my- 
self a  small  situation  in  the  city-pro visioii-magaHnts 
Tinder  tJie  patronage  of  the  mayor,  who  knew  my  late 
father.  In  this  place  I  had  scarcely  my  daily  bread. 
Fortunately  the  oldest  son  of  our  former  lady,  who  had 
served  in  the  army,  was  appointed  police-master  of 
Moscow.  I  paid  my  respects  to  him,  told  him  of  my 
unfortunate  condition,  and  begged  his  patronage — ha 
enrolled  me  in  hia  chancery,  and  employed  me  on  par- 
ticular commissions. 

"  Sergius  Semenoveetch  Poredkeen  was  an  honest, 
UiitL-loving  inan,  a  wisher  and  doer  of  ^ood  where- 
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ad  ii  in  his  power ;  Le  even  souglit  for  opportn- 
nitjes  to  promote  the  happiness  of  his  fellow-creature*.  ■ 
But,  though  a  man  had  seven  spans  to  his  foreheaii,  i 
tbougb  he  had  a  heart  as  good  as  ever  beat,  and  as  bi^i  | 
as  a  walcb-hox,  he  conld  do  nothing  witliout  cfiicientti 
instrumenta,  and  wouhl  be  so  crossed   by  li 
strapper!)  in  all  his  endeavours,  that  he   would  worry 
biniaelf  to  deatli,  as  was  the  case  with  the  worthy 
Ser^y   Semenoveeteh.      "  Arkheepeetch,"    said  my 
CDminander  to  me,   "  I  am   persuaded   that   tliou  art 
all  honest  man.     Look  about  thee,  and  discover  as  far 
as  possible  all  irregularities,  and  thy  prayer  shall  not 
be  lost  on  God,  nor  thy  service  on  the  Tzar,     Recol- 
lect that  the  callbg  of  police-officer,  of  preserver  of 
the  peac«  and  public  safety,  is  a  respectable  calling, 
if  those  who  exercise  it  act  according  to  law  and  con- 
science.    Fear  no  one — I  atn  thy  protection  I" 

"  I  soon  became  thoroughly  aojuainted  with  police- 
business  and  began  to  act.  I  discovered  that  Sergey 
SemenovcRtch's  secretary  took  bribes  from  the  oflicers, 
from  the  farmeiB  of  the  revenue,  from  the  merchants, 
as  if  they  were  for  liis  master.  We  surprised  the  se- 
cretary in  the  night-time,  examined  bis  commodes, 
found  money,  receipts  from  the  Deposit-Bank,  and  his 
correspondence  with  various  individnals.  He  was  ex- 
amined, and  as  be  conld  neither  shew  nor  prove  how- 
he  bad  come  by  so  much  money  in  so  short  a  time, 
his  effects  were  banded  over  to  the  commissioners  of 
public  inspection,  and  the  secretary  himself  dismissed 
the  service.  I  discovered  that  one  officer  was  in  the 
practice  of  making  intentional  delays  i 
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for  debt,  and  in  confiscations  of  property  decreed  by 
conrls  of  law,  that  lie  was  in  the  babit  of  beating  the 
porters  of  those  housea,  the  landlords  of  'which  gavft 
him  no  gratuity,  thai  he  took  money  from  sbopkeepera, 
publicans,  and  butcliere.  for  pennissioii  to  deal  it! 
spoiled  wares  and  provisions.  The  officer  was  di»> 
csided.  I  discovered  tlmt  in  one  place  thieves  were 
allowed  to  live,  and  only  Bome  of  them  delivered  ta 
justice  when  any  affair  became  too  Bagrant,  and  wha 
it  was  necessary  to  make  a  show  of  activity  in  Bearcb~ 
ing  for  goods  stolen  from  people  of  note.  The  offi- 
cer was  pnt  upon  his  trial,  the  thieves  were  cauglii 
and  sent  to  Siberia.  I  procured  evidence  that  sol- 
diers were  admitted  into  driiiking--8hops,  and  oolv 
those  publicans  brought  before  the  police,  againsi 
whom  the  gaugers  of  the  vodkii-farmers  had  a  per- 
sonal grudge.  The  abuse  was  corrected,  and  ibc 
gnilty  punished.  1  found  out  the  harbonrers  of  thieves, 
the  receivers  of  stolen  goods,  the  new-face-makers  to 
stolen  goods ;  discovered  the  connections  of  thieves  U 
lai^  with  those  in  prison,  and  by  those  means  cm 
off  what  was  a  rich  source  of  revenue  to  many.  Al 
last  I  resolved  on  a  desperate  venture.  The  worthy 
Sergey  Semenoveetch  was  not  free  from  human  weat- 
nesses.  He  had  a  female  friend  unworthy  of  bit 
noble  heart.  She  took  money  from  petitioneni.  aiiJ 
during  moments  of  weakness,  drew  from  my  wonbv 
commander  his  consent  to  her  requests,  of  course  »!■ 
ways  representing  such  matters  in  the  most  faroio- 
(d)le  light  I  collected  undoubted  evidence  of  tte 
falseness  and  selfishness  of  this  cunning  woman,  snl 


IVAN  VEJEEGHEN. 

IniJ  iliem  before  Sergey  Semeiioveetch.  Poor  man  1 
He  even  wept — but  conquered  Ills  passion  and  rest 
off  tlie  wonhlesB  barterer  of  his  good  name.  In  three 
years  he  promoted  me  to  the  rank  of  Titular  Coun- 
sellor, giire  me  this  cross,  and  made  me  overseer  of 
the  very  best  ward  in  the  city. 

"  You  may  easily  guess  that  I  was  looked  upon  by 
one  and  all  as  a  Bcare-crow,  and  that  they  would  have 
given  any  thing  to  get  rid  of  me.  They  attempted 
by  different  means  to  work  my  ruin,  but  as  long  aa 
Sergey  Semenoveetch  was  alive,  all  their  endeavours 
were  Iruitle^.  I  made  honesty  the  rule  of  my  conduct, 
took  no  advantages  ;  and,  as  my  salary  was  insuthrient 
for  my  maintenance,  as  I  had  to  keep  horses,  and  had 
to  be  always  neatly  dressed,  Sergey  Semenoveetcli 
allowed  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  voluntary  offeiings 
of  grateful  people,  when  I  discovered  stolen  property, 
made  an  execution  for  debt,  or  found  out  concealed 
property  of  a  debtor  :  and,  besides,  he  gave  me  for 
my  own  use  confiscated  contraband  goods,  fines  for 
CBTelesanesB,  and  the  like.  Sei^ey  Semeuoveelch,  as 
I  have  already  tokl  yon,  could  not  long  maintain 
the  struggle  with  abuses.  The  ardour  of  his  dispo- 
sition, the  want  of  rest,  the  labour  and  annoyance 
broke  up  his  constitution.  He  died,  and  with  him 
was  buried  my  good  fortune. 

"  His  successor  was  also  a  well-meaning  man, 
but  he  had  his  own  favourites,  whose  advantage  con- 
Msted  in  my  ruin.  He  did  not  know  me,  but  lent  on 
ear  to  my  eoemies.  Means  were  taken  to  under- 
mine me.      A  whole  gang  of  thieves  was  let  loose 
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upon  my  ward,  dead  bodies  were  tbrowit  into  it,  whicli 
had  been  found  in  other  places ;  they  loaded  me  with 
false  accusations,  set  a  correspondence  on  foot,  and 
entangled  me  with  quibbles  and  chicaneriefi.  It  ended 
witb  takb^  my  ward  from  me,  and  giving  me  for 
Christ's  sake  tbe  place  of  Kvartalny  Nadzeerati,  on 
condition  that  I  should  see  no  farther  than  my  noBf, 
Hhoold  stop  my  ears,  and,  Bborteuing  my  tongue,  sbonid 
keep  it  within  my  teeth.  In  this  way  I  hare  lived  fif- 
teen years,  from  day  to  day,  and  from  hand  to  mouth, 
fed  by  the  kindness  of  g^od  people,  and  hardly  poMeW' 
ing  the  means  to  cover  ay  nukedness,  at  a  time  wben 
bnt  yesterday  the  wife  of  our  Tchaatnee  Proestaf,  who 
three  yearn  ago  could  not  afford  to  buy  snuff,  irait 
wearing  brilliants  worth  twelve  thousand  rouble^f.  uul 
n  cashmere  xhew]  whicli  cost  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred.    '  Have  patience,  Cossack,  j'ou  will  be  Hetman 

"  During  tliis  time  my  brotbcr  has  become  a  great 
and  rich  man  :  he  holds  tbe  first  situation  under  a 
distinguished  fnnctionary  in  Petersburgh,  and  manage* 
all  his  affairs.  I  wrote  him,  begging  him  to  allow  me 
to  come  to  him  to  I'etcrsburgh,  and  to  procure  me 
Home  small  post  by  tbe  inflnence  of  bis  commander. 
He  answered  me  in  a  letter  which  I  always  carry  m 
my  pocket-book,  having  nothing  else  to  put  into  ili 
and  the  letter  itself  being  really  amusing— Here  it  is." 

Arkhecp  Arklieepeetch  took  tbe  letter  out  of  hi< 
faded  pocket-bouk,  and  gave  it  me  to  read.     It  na  w 
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follon-s  ; — "  Dear  Brother !  Thou  wishest  to  come  to 
me  to  Petersburgh,  and  to  put  up  at  my  house.  Thai 
is  impossible.  I  have  so  much  ailo  with  m^  lai^e  fa- 
mily, aitil  in  the  distinguished  circle  of  my  acquain- 
taaces,  tbat  I  cannot  spare  thee  a  kopeek.  It  is  true 
my  quarters  are  found  me  by  government,  and,  to 
ontnard  appearance,  seem  pretty  esztensife,  but  they 
are  so  distributed,  that  I  have  not  a  single  corner  for 
thee,  my  dearbrotber.  One  room  is  my  cabinet,  anu- 
thec  my  wife's  cabioet,  the  third  my  bedroom,  the 
ftmrth  my  parlour,  in  the  lifth  my  daughters  sleep, 
in  the  sixth  my  two  sons,  the  seventh  is  my  daugh- 
ter's teaching-room,  the  eighth  my  sons'  teaching- 
room,  the  ninth  my  saloon,  the  tenth  my  dining- 
room,  in  the  eleventh  lives  our  French  governess,  in 
the  twelfth  our  French  governor,  in  the  thirteenth 
the  cbambennaidn,  in  the  fourteenth  my  two  clerks, 
in  the  fifteenth  my  footmen,  the  sixteentli  is.  my 
wardrobe,  the  seventeenth  is  occupied  for  the  folding 
up  of  papers,  the  eighteenth  a  small  private  room 
for  speaking  with  petitioners  alone.  Down  stairs  is 
the  servants'  room,  the  coachmen's  room,  the  pantries, 
the  store-rooms ;  in  a  word,  there  is  not  an  empty  place 
sufficient  to  stow  a  cat,  much  less  thee,  my  dear  bro- 
ther. At  table,  every  day,  there  are  eight  of  us  be- 
longing to  the  house;  besides  that,  my  secretary,  the 
officer  upon  duty,  two  young  gentlemen  entrusted  to 
my  care  to  be  iiitrodnced  into  society,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this  I  miiBt  every  day  have  three  or  four  tb- 
cant  covers  to  be  in  readiness  in  case  any  strangers 
should  drop  in.     The  times  are  now  expensive,  in- 
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comes  are  low,  and  altbough  it  would  give  me  plea- 
sure to  divide  with  thee  my  Jast  crumb,  my  circimi- 
staiices  will  not  affoi-d  it,  ray  dear  brother  I  My  chil- 
dren are  educated  in  the  modern  fashion,  they  speak 
a  variety  of  languages,  are  acquainted  with  people  of 
i-auk  luid  wealth,  and  you  may  easily  gne^  that  the 
appearance  of  a  poor  uncle,  a  retired  police-officer, 
would  not  be  very  agreeable  to  them,  mid  might  ereii 
hurt  them  in  the  common  estiuiation,  my  dear  brotlier ! 
With  rejrard  to  a  place,  which  thou  wishest  me  tw 
procure  thee  by  means  of  ray  patron  and  benefactor, 
I  will  tell  thee  candidly,  niy  dear  brother,  that  I  cannot 
he  of  any  service  to  thee  in  that  respect.  My  bene- 
factor does  not  like  to  be  asked  for  any  thing,  Btill 
less  con  he  bear  to  be  asked  for  any  one.  lie  distri- 
butea  his  favours  by  the  drop,  and  so  1  mmt  keep  all 
1  can  for  myself  and  children,  as  a.  good  father  of  a 
family,  and  a  man  of  right  principles.  Remain  in  Mos- 
cow, ray  dear  brother,  and  put  all  thy  tmst  in  God, 
whom  1  shall  never  cease  to  entreat  to  preserve  thee 
in  his  holy  keeping,  and  to  confer  upon  thee  hII  mannff 
of  earthly  blessings. 

"  Thy  sincere  well-wisher, 

"  And  tenderly-loving  brother. 

"  PANTELEIMOS." 
"  P.S. — Do  not  trouble  thyself  with  writing-  me,  my 
dear  brother  I  Postage  is  dear  now-a-days,  and  I  am 
HO  full  of  business  that  I  cannot  always  answer  the«^ 
Of  thy  valuable  health  1  shall  inform  myself  by  people 
coming  from  Moscow.  Onr  common  frienda  blaine 
thee  for  letting  slip  the  opportunity  which  tbon  h 
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for  acquiring  a  competeocy,  and  besides  this  they 
say  tliou  hast  made  thyself  many  enemies  :  this  may  be 
prejudicial  to  me,  if  they  learn  that  I  take  tby  part. 
So  I  beg  tbee,  dear  brother,  tell  no  oue  that  we  are 
brothers ;  but,  if  tbou  art  asked,  say  that  we  are  merely 
of  the  same  surname.  I  am  persuaded  that,  for  the 
love  which  thou  beareat  to  me,  thou  wilt  do  nie  this 
favour,  till  an  opportunity  occurs  by  which  I  can  be  of 

"A  worthy  brother  1"  exclaimed  I,  returning  the 
letter  to  Arkbeepeetch  who  replaced  it  in  his  pocket- 
book  with  a  smile,  and  prepared  to  leave  me.  I  went 
to  my  cabinet,  and  taking  out  of  my  bureau  a  hun- 
dred roubles,  returned  into  the  room,  and  begged  him 
to  accept  of  it  as  from  a  fiiend.  He  refused,  in  the 
following  words : — "  If  I  had  not  come  to  you  upon 
business,  I  would  hove  taken  the  money,  but  now  1 
cannot.  It  is  not  according  to  the  fitness  of  things, 
and  your  present  would  have  the  appearance  of  a 
bribe."  I  pressed  the  worthy  Arkheepeelch  to  my 
heart,  and  congratulated  him  with  the  assurance  that 
hie  honesty  one  time  or  other  would  meet  its  reward. 
Arklieepeetch  pointed  upwards  with  his  fore-finger,  and 
said,  "  Tbere  is  my  hope  !"  He  wiped  off  the  tears 
with  his  band,  and  left  the  room. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Lesson  in  the  Science  of  Matrixnony—- IHttD  in  Lawyers'  Arith- 
metic.— ^A  rich  Farmer  of  the  Exdse. — A  Merchant's  Feast— 
His  Family—- Ftivate  Theatricals. 

On  visiting  my  mother  in  the  nunnery,  1  was  qidte 
astonished  to  perceive  that  she  knew  of  what  had  been 
passing  in  Groonya's  house — of  my  intimacy  with  her, 
and  even  of  my  own  behaviour.  With  tears  she  &^ 
treated  me  to  be  more  careful  in  my  connexions,  aod 
to  choose  for  my  maintenance  some  line  of  life  not  so 
dangerous  as  a  partnership  with  gamblers.  I  promised 
to  reform,  and  promised  sincerely.  Unable  to  repress 
my  curiosity,  I  asked  her  how  in  her  secluded  state  she 
could  come  to  hear  of  my  conduct  and  of  my  connexi<m 
with  Groonya  ?  "  News  fly  through  the  air  like  a 
cloud,  my  dear  Vanya,"  said  my  mother  :  "  our  e\d&s 
are  in  the  practice  of  visiting  pious  women  who  live  in 
the  town ;  we  have  also  visitors  here  ;  thus  it  happens 
that  the  news  of  the  town  find  ways  and  means  to  scale 
the  nunnery-walls.''  I  was  quite  stunned  to  hear  that 
the  rumour  of  Groonya's  proceedings,  in  which  my 
name  was  mentioned,  had  become  a  subject  of  town- 
talk.  With  uneasy  feelings  I  left  my  mother,  and 
drove  to  the  house  of  a  grandee  retired  frdm  service, 
whose  son  then  held  a  high  situation  in  Petersburgfa, 
and,  on  that  account,  the  whole  of  Moscow  paid  their 
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court  to  him.  With  fear  and  trenililiDg,  I  entered  the 
saloon.  The  company  assembled  looked  towards  me 
with  inquisitive  eyes,  whispered  amongst  themselves, 
and  seemed  to  be  astonished  at  my  appearance.  One 
of  my  friends  took  me  aside  and  asked  what  had  hap- 
pened, and  if  it  was  true  t)iat  I  had  fallen  into  a  disa- 
greeable scrape,  in  consequence  of  my  connexion  with 
die  runaway  actress  ?  I  answered  in  a  decided  tone, 
that  I  knew  absolutely  nothing  about  the  affiiir,  that  I 
had  beeu  tlie  whole  week  at  Gluopashkeen's,  and  on 
my  return  to  town  heard  by-tbe-by  that  there  had  been 
a  squabble  among  gamblers  at  Preemankeen's,  and  that 
she  had  by  stealth  quitted  Moscow.  I  intentionally 
raised  my  voice,  and  soon  had  a  crowd  about  me, 
amougsit  whom,  with  an  cutificial  smile,  I  I'etated  the 
proceeding  in  Groonya's  house,  enlivening  the  descrip- 
tion with  puns,  and  representing  the  affgjr  in  a  laugh- 
able point  of  view.  It  was  soon  spread  through  the 
whole  assembly  that  I  was  not  in  the  lea«t  implicated, 
and  all  doubts  with  regard  to  me  were  removed.  The 
ladies  pronounced  me  innocent,  and  the  youths  even 
regretted  tJiat  they  had  suspected  roe  of  being  inti- 
mately connected  with  Groonya.  Cousin  Aneta  alone 
did  not  put  faith  in  my  justification,  and  finding  an 
opportnnity  to  speak  with  me  privately,  said,  in  3 
friendly  tone  : — "  Dear  Vejeegien  I  I  know  all,  and 
would  forgive  you  all,  bat  for  God's  sake  be  careful  and 
do  nut  entangle  youraelf  with  actresses.  With  your 
person  and  with  your  accomplishments,  you  may  cut  a 
figure  in  the  highest  circles.  Do  not  degrade  yourself. 
Tile  ladies  have  done  all  for  you  wliicli  you  could  wish  : 
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ibey  foi^ive  you  for  all,  except  for  intrigiiia^  out  of  thp 
pale  of  ton.     Recollect  thb,  and  amend  your  ways!" 

I  began  now  to  connider  how  I  wen  to  maint^n  my- 
self in  the  world,  by  honest  means.  Having  never  en- 
gaged in  business,  and  being  only  nominally  in  tbe  ser- 
vice, I  bad  no  bope  of  being  soon  able  to  support  mv- 
self  by  written  labour.  Besides,  in  my  rank,  it  WM 
out  of  tbe  question  to  expect  a  Isrg'e  salary,  and  M 
bribes  I  bad  an  insnperable  aversion.  There  still  re- 
mained in  my  possession  some  thousand  roubles,  and  a 
few  Mduables,  I  b^aa  to  live  very  modestly,  dis- 
missed all  my  servants,  sold  my  rich  furniture  and  my 
carriage,  hired  a  small  lodging,  retained  in  my  ser- 
vice Petroff  atone,  and  never  was  at  home  to  my  friends 
who  came  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  me  into  tht 
whirlpool  of  amusements  and  expenses.  I  dined  est 
every  day,  played  for  small  stakes,  danced  every  even- 
ing, acted  the  amiable,  and  passed  the  time,  but  conld 
never  contrive  what  to  do  with  myself. 

At  this  time  one  of  my  friends,  a  ruined  noblennn, 
married  the  elevee  of  a  rich  man.  This  event  excited 
in  my  mind  a  thought  to  mend,  or,  projierly  speaking, 
to  make  my  fortune  by  marrying.  But  where  tow«k 
for  a  bride  ?  There  was  tbe  rub.  With  all  my  self- 
esteem  I  could  not  dare  to  look  for  a  partner  in  any  of 
those  families  among  which  birth  and  connexions  are 
the  current  measures  of  value  for  a  bridegroom.  Rich 
elevees  are  very  scarce — wealthy  widows,  a  little  ad- 
vanced in  years,  in  the  second  place,  find  husbands 
principally  from  calculations  of  ambition.  New  nobi- 
lity seeks  alliances  with  ancient  families,  and  vice  vena- 
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Upon  the  wliolc,  I  tlioiiglit  it  most  advisable  ti 
my  market  in  the  mercantile  line  ;  but  having  nu  ac- 
quainlaiices  in  that  calling,  I  (ltd  not  know  how  to  set 
abont  it.  One  day,  returning  home,  contrary  to  my 
nsnal  practice,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  met  at 
the  door  an  oJd  woman  dressed  very  decently  in  r 
jacket,  with  a  ailk  handkerchief  about  her  head. — 
"  Whom  do  you  want,  goody  ?"  "  Yovir  man  Petroftj 
my  good  master — I  am  his  gossip."  "  And  what 
art  thou  ?"  asked  I,  from  curiosity.  "  A  midwife,  my 
iK>n,  and,  if  needbe,  aicdkha,"  *  "Verywell!  Goin, 
goody,  to  Peiroff,  and  after  that  I  want  to  speak  a 
word  with  thee," 

In  half  an  honr  I  ordered  the  old  woman  to  come 
into  my  cabinet.  '-'  'Wliat  sort  of  people  dost  thon  bring 
together  ?"  "  Whoever  pleases,  sir ;  merchants,  offi- 
cers, and  also  gentry."  "  Dost  thou  know  of  any  rich 
"  To  be  sure  I  do  !  We  have 
e  only  purchasers."  '"The  proof 
le  eating  of  it,'  but  there  is  no 
barm  in  asking:  if  thou  findest  me  a  rich  kooptcheekha,* 
I  will  fill  thy  lap  with  gold,  my  old  woman."  "  At 
your  service,  sir,  master  ;  1  have  in  ray  hands  just  now 
a  brace  of  kooptelteekhaji ;  and  how  pretty,  how  dash- 
ing, how  learned  they  are !  They  speak  in  all  the 
German  lingos,  dance  all  manner  of  outlandish  jigs, 
dress  like  doils  !"  —  —  "  Good,  very  good — 
but  what  portion  have  they  ?"  asked  I  the  talkative  old 

"  A  matrimonial  broker. 

■f-  Tbe  females  belonginf;  to  b  mercbant'a  raniil;  are  known  hy 
the  general  term  of  kooplclitcklia,' 


brides  at  present  ?" 
plenty  of  wares,  had  v. 
of  the  puddbg's 
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woman.  "  A  haixlred  thousand  a.  piece,  ready  moDpy ; 
aiid  fifty  thousand  in  effects,  Hilver,  gold,  pearlij, 
coloured  stones,  and  all  sorts  of  finery."  "  Incom- 
parable !  How  do  they  coll  these  respectable  young 
ladies,  and  their  hononrable  parents  ?"  "  The  fathei. 
Panipheel  MerkooloTeetcb  Moshneen,  was  bom  inoni 
part  of  the  country,  and  is  enrolled  aman^  the  burgee- 
sea  of  Moscon'.  The  mother,  Matrena  ETdokeeiDovna, 
an  excellent  housewife,  God  bless  her — she  has  eight 
children — two  eons,  already  tall  striplings,  and  three 
little  boys ;  three  daughters,  two  of  thecn  marriageable, 
and  the  third  a  girl  of  fifteen."  "  What  are  the  dangb- 
tersi'  names  ?"  "  The  oldest  Aquilma  PampheeloTDi, 
the  second  Vaseleesa  Painpheelovna,  and  the  young- 
est Lukeria  Pampheelovna."  "  Wliich  of  them  b 
the  prettiest  ?"  "  The  fullest  and  rosiest  of  all  ii 
Aquilina  Pampheelovna  ;  Vaseleesa  is  a  little  inferior; 
and  the  third  is  a,  thin  creature,  but  she  is  only  a  g;irl 
yet."  "  How  am  I  to  break  the  ice  ?"  "  I  will  spesk 
nbout  thee  to  the  misses,  whisper  in  Matrena  Evdokee- 
movna's  ear,  cry  thee  up  to  the  aunts ;  and  thou,  maiter, 
must  scrape  an  acqnaintance  with  Pampheel  Merkoolo' 
veetch :  he  is  a  good-hearted  man,  and  lihes  all  sorts 
of  fun.  A  power  of  gentry  assembles  at  his  house  ; 
and  he  has  a  deal  of  business  in  gOTemment^contracU." 
"  Very  well,  here  are  ten  roubles  to  thee  for  the  first 
good  word  in  niy  behalf — go,  with  God  to  speed  thee, 
and  hasten  back  with  welcome  tidings — good  bye !" 

When  the  svakka  went  away,  I  without  joke  eel 
about  considering  how  I  shoidd  concoct  this  matctk 
A  hundred  thousand,  ready  money,  and  s  connexioa 
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witli  a  rich  govern ment-contractorj  I  reckonetl  tlic 
greatest  attainable  happtneas  in  my  existing  condition. 
One  difficulty  stood  in  ray  way  ;  how  to  introdnce  my- 
self into  the  houBG  ?  In  the  circle  of  my  friends  I  did 
sot  expect  to  find  a  guide  to  Moshneen's  lionse,  and, 
besides  that,  I  wished  to  avoid  revealing  to  them  my 
intentions.  I  reccUected,  however,  that  I  iiad  seen 
frequently  at  Groonya'a,  at  the  card-table,  a  secretary 
on.  whom  at  that  time  ive  cracked  our  jokes,  saying, 
that  the  inky  spots  were  visible  on  his  money.  One 
day,  being  croupier,  I  observed  that  he  bent  an  extra 
comer,  and  not  choosing  to  bring  him  into  an  unplea- 
sant scrupe,  I  kept  silence,  and,  after  the  game  was  over, 
made  him  sensible  of  it.  The  secretary  promised  to 
serve  me  on  the  first  opportunity,  and  so  I  resolved  to 
drive  to  his  house,  and  learn  how  I  might  get  myself  in- 
troduced to  Moshneeti,  who  was  doubtless  known  by 
fdl  the  legal  fraternity. 

My  PetrofF  Itnew  his  lodgings,  so  I  immediately 
set  off  thither.  He  lived  in  a  small,  neat,  wooden 
house,  in  a  distant  part  of  the  town.  I  intentionally 
hired  a  coach  and  four.  My  vehicle  had  scarcely  stop- 
ped at  the  door,  when  I  immediately  perceived  a  move- 
ment in  the  house  :  a  footman  opened  the  folding  doors 
with  a  bow,  and  conducted  me  into  a  saloon,  where  I 
was  met  by  the  secretary,  dressed  in  a  stuff  surtoul, 
red  boots,  and  a  coloured  handkerchief  about  his  neck. 
Out  of  respect  he  took  off  his  nightcap  and  spectacles, 
and  begged  me  to  enter  his  cabinet,  a  shabby-looking 
hole,  in  which  there  were  neither  books,  nor  papers,  nov 
writing  materials.     "  How  ran  I  serve  yoD  ?"  said  the 
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secretary,  in  8  patronizing  but  at  the  eame  time  » i«- 
speelful  tone.  "  Don't  tronble  youtaelf,'*  replied  1 — 
I  have  no  earthly  business — bat  only  wish  to  know  if 
you  are  not  acquainted  with  Pampheel  Merkooloveetck 
Moshneen,  or  with  any  of  his  intimate  friende  ?" 
"  And  what  ia  the  nature  of  your  business,  may  I 
make  free  to  ask  ?"  said  the  Hecretary,  "  I  have  com' 
mercial  views."  "  I  understand,"  said  the  aecretsrV) 
with  a  knowing  smile — "  right,  left  /"  "  You  ait 
mistaken  :  since  the  time  that  I  succeeded  to  my  for- 
tune, I  have  entirely  abjured  play,"  aaid  I,  wipinj! 
my  face  with  my  handkerchief,  to  prevent  tile  wily  se- 
cretary from  reading-  iu  my  face  the  falsehood  of  wlial 
I  told  with  my  tongue.  "  Ah,  you  have  come  W  & 
great  fortune,  and   don't  play  more  ?      That   ia  right, 

that  ia  quite  right.     But  for  myself,  like  b  d A  fool, 

I  cannot  curb  that  infernal  passion  !  With  Moshneen 
I  am  hand  and  glove  :  I  have  a  small  afiiiir  of  bis  ii 
present  before  me  ;  he  promised  to  call  to-day,  for » 
private  consultation,  aud  1  will  introduce  you  nidi- 
out  more  ado.  But  do  me  the  kindness  to  wait  here 
a  little,  till  I  speak  to  a  petitioner  whom  yon  did  not 
observe  in  the  comer  of  the  parlour.  To  keep  yuo 
from  wearying,  I  will  give  you  an  excellent  hook  W 
look  at — the  works  of  Theodore  Amen."  The  setre- 
tary  took  the  book  out  of  a  side-room,  and,  at  the 
tame  time,  a  bundle  of  papers,  with  which  he  pro- 
c«eded  to  the  petitioner. 

They  spoke  rather  low — but,  as  &r  as  I  could  make 
it  out,  the  secretary  stated  different  objections  to  tbe 
petitioner,  to  which  lie  replied  in  rather  a  soft  looe. 
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At  last  they  grew  atigry,  quarrelled,  softened  doivii 
again,  and  I  only  overheard  '  one — two — three,'  and, 
at  lost,  'fortt/':  inammatethecountuigbeganafre«)j, 
from  unity  to  forty,  with  which  the  process  terminated. 
"  Your  cause  is  perfectly  riglit !"  said  the  secretary — 
"  You  may  go  home  now,  and  put  your  mind  at  ease  I" 
The  petitioner  made  liia  bow,  and  the  Hecrelsiy  came 
back  to  me.  We  conversed  for  a  quarter  of  an  houi- 
on  the  unfortunate  proceeding  at  Groonya's,  of  hei' 
flight,  &c  when,  on  a  sudden,  the  servant  came  into 
the  room,  and  announced  tliat  another  petitioner  had 
arrived.  The  secretary  went  to  him,  and  the  same 
comedy  was  acted  over  again.  At  first  the  objectione, 
after  that  the  dispute,  the  convincing,  the  begging — 
lastly,  an  arithmetical  series  of  forty,  thrice  told,  and 
afWr  that  the  dismissing  compliment  of  the  secretary : 
"  Put  your  mind  at  ease — your  cause  is  perfectly 
right."  When  the  secretary  came  back  to  me,  I  could 
not  help  asking  who  that  second  petitioner  was  who 
seemed  to  be  in  such  a  passion  P  "  That  is  the  oppo- 
nent of  the  other  man  wliom  you  saw  here  I"  replied 
the  secretary.  "  Fortunate  adversaries !"  said  I,  with 
a  smile,  "  who  are  both  in  the  right !"  "  And  so  you 
heard?" — "  Yes,  I  only  heard  your  assurance  of  the 
justice  of  each  of  their  causes."  "That  is  merely  a 
common  form  of  judicial  compliment,"  said  the  secre- 
tary ;  "  hut  who  is  actually  right  and  who  is  wrong, 
we  will  see,  after  the  words  heard  and  orilered."  At 
this  time  a  calash  drove  up  to  the  door.  "  Here  b  our 
respected  Pampheel  Merkooloveeteh  1"  .exclwmed  tlie 
Hecretary,  and  ran  to  meet  him. 
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I  was  rather  diacoDcertei],  not  knowing  liow  to  com- 
mence fliia  acquaintance,  and  how  to  behave  myeelf 
towards  the  ricli  farmer.  If  I  put  on  high  airs,  I  wu 
afraid  that  he  would  keep  at  a  distance  ;  if  on  the  cdq- 
traiy  1  befiaved  unHssumingly,  I  feared  that  I  woaM 
lower  myself  in  the  eyes  of  a  man  who  probably  woold 
not  trouble  himself  to  discorer  my  inward  worth.  Like 
a  geneisl,  who  on  the  field  of  battle  displaya  his  active 
powers,  but  in  the  cabinet  feels  his  irreHolution  mi 
short-sightedness,  1  waited  the  appearance  of  ^loili' 
Tieen,  to  form  my  plan  of  attack  aiid  commeuce  active 
operations.  He  remmned  alone  with  the  sccretaryfof 
about  half  aii  hour,  and  at  last  the  secretary  called  me 
into  the  saloon.  I  saw  before  mo  a  tall,  plaiii  old  man 
with  a  long  hoary  beard,  fresh  rosy  cheeks,  smooth 
and  shining,  wearing  a  long  blue  surtoiit,  and  in  th« 
towt  ensemble  of  his  dress  uniting  the  old  Russian  and 
modern  German  fashions.  He  smiled  very  kindly, 
and  made  a  few  half-hows  before  the  secretary  introduc- 
ed me.  "  I  recommend  my  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Ve- 
jeeghen,"  said  the  Secretary  ;  "  a  man  who  is  wealtliy, 
wise,  and  well-connected ;  he  wishes  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  you,  Fanipheel  Merkooloveetch,  knoir- 
ing  that  yon  keep  agreeable  company."  "  Very  glad. 
Sir  I"  replied  Moshtieen,  continuing  his  half-bows; 
"  We  are  liked  and  favoured  by  many  persons  of  rank, 
and  are  glad  to  do  our  best."  I  cannot  recollect  what 
I  muttered  forth  to  him  concerning  his  celebrity,  ho- 
nourable dealing,  savoir  vivre,  ^c.  only  Mosbneea 
was  very  well  pleased  with  me.  "  I  say,  can't  yoi 
do  me  the  favour  of  being  with  me  to-morrow,  witboal 
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ceremony,  along  with  Anteep  TreeplionoTeewh  ?'" 
said  Moabneen,  pointing  to  the  secretary.  "  To-mor- 
row ia  my  oldest  daughter's  names-day.  Do  have  tie 
kindness  to  come  and  take  potluck  with  us."  I  thanked 
him  for  the  invitation,  and  Moshneen  took  his  leave, 
moving  backwards  towards  the  door,  repeatmg  his 
half-bows,  and  saying  over  and  over  again,  "  We 
wish  yoit good  bye:  thank  jfou  kindltf ;  don  t  trouble," -- 
and  the  like.  After  he  had  gone,  says  the  secretary, 
"  Here  is  an  acqnaintaace  for  you  !  You  see  that  I 
have  foand  an  opportunity  to  do  you  a  good  turn 
for  your  discreetness  at  Agraphena  Stepanovna's." 
"  I  promise  you  to  be  still  more  discreet  on  the  sub- 
ject of  your  arithmetic  with  petitioners !"  said  I,  with 
a  smile.  "  That  gives  me  no  concern,"  replied  the 
secretary,  cheerfully ;  "  '  For  what  is  the  pike  in  the 
lake,  but  to  keep  the  small  fish  awake  I'*  Every 
body  knows  that  we  live  by  our  labours," —  "  But 
the  notoriety !"  -  -  -  "  Notoriety  !"  repeated  the 
Necretary ;  "  that  is  a  devilish  deal  more  serviceable, 
than  for  the  public  to  be  in  ignorance  or  doubt  of 
the  motives  which  guide  us.  A  petitioner  knows  at 
least  what  spring  to  touch,  and  that  is  a  great  re- 
lief. Let  them  cry  out,  speak,  sing,  and  make  farces 
about  it  I  I  never  miss  going  to  the  performance  of 
'  Ydbeda,  the  honest  lawyer,'  and  always  prick  up  my 
ears  and  cock  my  eye  when  the  actor  who  represents  the 
lawyer, bending  himself  like  a  bow  no  more  elastic,  sing«, 

"  Ah,  what  a  time  is  this— 
Bribeij  we  uu  mure  msy  lakel" 

'  RmlUn  pie  verb. 
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"  Tbat,  Sir,  ia  a  bauble,  a  cliild's  play,  but  thiogs 
take  their  own  course  for  all  that." 

After  joining  in  tJie  laugh  along'  intli  the  Becreiarvi 
I  left  him,  previouisly  appointing  to  go  tc^ther  next 
day  to  dine  at  Moshneen's.  1  aaked  hiiQ  whether  it 
nviuld  not  be  necessary  to  make  a  call,  in  the  fini 
place  ;  or  wliether,  after  the  billetiog-  faahioo,  i  should 
march  straight  up  to  the  table  without  asking  an; 
questions.  "  Among  merchants  no  attention  is  paid 
to  that,"  sud  the  secretary :  '■  their  fajniliee  are  ac- 
customed to  see  strange  faces,  and  people  there  come 
and  go  as  they  are  wanted,  or  follow  in  the  regular 
train  of  business.  Among  them,  acquaintance  begins 
with  a  dinner,  and  generally  ends  when  a  man  wbo  ia 
of  no  more  use  to  them,  asks  the  loan  of  money."  "  1 
am  obliged  to  you  for  the  information :  farewell  till 


Next  day  I  sat  at  home  all  morning,  thinking  ujhhi 
the  past  and  the  future,  and  fuuud  myself  in  a  stTsnfe 
condition  of  mind ;  1  reviewed,  one  by  one,  and  criticie- 
ed  all  the  steps  which  1  had  taken.  In  the  first  place, 
I  condemned  myself  for  making  nse  of  unfair  tmtm 
to  acquire  money ;  in  the  second  place,  for  the  incon- 
Hiderateness  with  which  I  had  squandered  what  I  had 
acquired.  I  resolved  to  lead  a  quiet  life  ;  on  mairy- 
ing  a  kooptcMeJcha,  to  enter  into  business  for  the  pnr- 
poee  of  increasing  my  capital,  and  to  become  a  decern 
man.  As  I  would  keep  aloof  IVom  the  great  world 
and  from  my  fashionable  acqnmntances,  I  tlioughl  that 
I  would  be  able  to  avoid  all  superfluous  expenses  and 
indulgences  which  are  pardonable,  and  sometimes  ue- 
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cessary  to  people  of  the  higher  ranks,  but  are  ridicu- 
lous in  loerchaiils.  My  wife,  bom  ajid  bred  among 
people  of  simple  tastefl,  would  doubtless  have  no  con- 
ception of  those  refined  cravings  of  a  pampered  natui'e 
which  arise  within  the  higher  circlefl,  to  torment  be- 
fore their  time  the  possessors  of  wealth  and  rank.  A 
quiet  life,  the  management  of  the  house,  the  educa- 
tion, of  her  children,  and  innocent  pleasures,  are  the 
obvious  lot  of  the  woman  who  has  no  eictensive  ac- 
quaintance. I  resolved  to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  am- 
bition, to  keep  free  from  intrigue,  and  to  become  a 
man  of  bu'jiness.  There  is  no  doubt  but  the  condi- 
tion of  an  honest  merchant  whose  desires  ore  mo- 
derate, is  very  enviable.  The  affair  is  decided ;  I  will 
be  a  merchant,  I  will  give  up  all  my  unprofitable  con- 
nexions m  the  great  world  :  if  necessarr,  I  will  even  re- 
move to  take  up  rny  residence  in  another  town,  for  in- 
stance in  Astraklian  and  —  —  but  I  must  6rst 
get  married,  and  take  up  my  hundred  thousand. 

Engaged  in  thinking  and  castle-buildjng,  I  did  not 
perceive  how  the  time  slipped  away.  In  the  midst  of 
this  I  was  internipl«d  by  the  clock,  which  warned 
me  that  it  was  time  to  drese.  Arraying  myself  in 
the  most  foppish  style,  I  went  to  the  place  appoint- 
ed for  meeting  with  the  secretary,  and  from  thence 
Btrai^'ht  to  Mosbneen's  house. 

Up  to  the  moment  at  which  I  am  writing,  I  cannot 
conceive  what  pleasure  the  master  of  a  house  can  have 
in  inviting  to  dinner  people  who  differ  as  far  as  east 
from  west,  in  their  education,  worldly  circumstances, 
habits  of  life,  and  cants  of  thought  I     In  the  first  place, 
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he  heaps  up  for  liimBelf  B  maas  of  tronble,  auJ  fre- 
quently of  dissatisfaction ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  be 
confers  a  disagreeable  fcvonr  upon  his  guests.  The 
landlord  must  arrew  hia  features  into  a  different  pildi 
towarils  pach  of  them,  and  the  guest  for  hi*  part,  doe* 
not  know  what  tone  to  aHsome,  nor  with  what  degree 
of  communicativeness  to  ctury  on  the  coDTeisation, 
All  this  I  experienced  that  day,  at  Mosfanecu's.  I  lad 
scarcely  entered  the  saloon,  when  I  might  fancy  my- 
self at  the  MakariefT  fair.  Officers  civil  and  militsr)', 
merchants  of  all  nations,  in  different  costumes,  of  all 
d^;rees  from  the  highest  guild  down  to  the  lowesi 
broker ;  females,  some  in  the  tiptop  of  Parisian  faaluoD, 
others  in  blond  and  lace-caps,  others  with  silk  band- 
kerchiefs  about  their  heads,  some  in  jackets ;  in  a 
word,  a  coDfnsion  of  tongues,  a  real  divertissemmt ! 
1  ran  my  eye  over  a  crowd  of  guests  whispering  and 
bawling  about  the  weather,  and  fortunately  did  not 
see  one  face  which  I  knew:  this  gaye  me  courage: 
I  confess,  I  was  afraid  of  meeting  with  Home  of  my 
old  card-table  acquaintances.  Tlie  secretary  asked  t 
footman  where  the  landlord  and  landlady  were  :  nre 
were  taken  into  a  huge  dining-room.  There  Pampheel 
MerkoolOTcetch,  with  his  better  half,  was  hard  at  wurk, 
the  sweat  upon  his  brow.  Footmen  were  taking  van 
out  of  baskets,  the  butler  was  luring  his  verdict  upon 
the  quality  of  each,  the  landlord  was  separating  the  one 
from  the  other,  disposing  the  best  wines  in  the  plncw 
of  honour,  while  the  home-made  madeira  and  port 
were  put  to  the  other  end  of  the  table  for  the  use  of 
the  more  common  guests.     The  landlady,  a  healthy- 
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looking'  fat  woman,  of  about  fifty  years  of  age,  (IreHseil 
in  the  German  fashion,  with  a  silk  kosseenka*  about 
her  head,  waa  arrangingthe  dessert.  They  apolt^ieed 
to  me  for  being  found  in  the  midst  of  household  la- 
bours, and  hegged  me  to  he  without  ceremony  as  if  I 
were  at  home.  We  returned  to  the  company,  and 
I  begged  the  secretary  to  introduce  me  to  the  land- 
lord's children.  The  two  sons  of  Moslmeen,  dressed 
in  the  latest  fashiou,  complimented  me  in  French 
phrases,  and  endeavoured  to  shew  themselves  clever, 
and  to  sport  an  easy  freedom  :  in  a  word,  to  act  the 
part  of  people  of  haul  ton.  It  was  evident  that  they 
copied  all  the  gestures  of  the  young  dandies  of  the 
great  world,  not  as  they  are  exhibited  in  drawing- 
rooms,  bat  in  the  theatres,  on  the  boulevards,  at  the 
public  promenades,  and  the  corps  de  gardes  ;  owing 
to  this,  their  demeanonr  at  first  sight  appeared  too  fa- 
miliar and  even  impudent.  They  had  already  left  the 
mercantile  denomination,  and  entered  the  career  of  the 
civil  service,  that  is  to  say,  the  shopmen,  clerks,  and 
footmen,  styled  them,  '  your  honour.'  1  endeavoured, 
from  our  first  interview,  to  conciliate  their  good  graces, 
Ly  accommodating  myself  to  their  ideas,  and  begged 
them,  '  as  is  umal  in  the  great  world,'  to  present  me 
to  their  sisters.  The  woni,  '  gr«at  world,'  tickled 
their  vanity,  and  taking  me  by  the  arm,  they  led  me 
into  the  drawing-room,  n4iere  there  was  a  lai^e  as- 

'  RuMisn  hud-dreis,  worn  b;  (he  wivea  of  Russian  mnchanti, 
and  the  loweT  ranks  of  feraalei  who  big  ddI  pesUDM  :  it  ll  com- 
posed of  the  half  squBK  of  a  silk  hundknchief,  tied  on  the  ciowti 
of  ihe  head,  like  a  njghl.cap. 
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aenibly  of  youn^  ladies,  gaudily  dres.'ted.  Some  of 
ihem  were  seated  oa  cfa&ini  and  oil  a  eofa,  otLers  wen 
whUpering  to  eai^b  other  beside  the  windows,  au<I  some 
were  walking  up  and  dowu  the  room.  The  brotben 
led  me  up  to  their  HiBtcrs,  who  fortunately  happeseil 
to  he  all  in  tlie  aame  place,  and  introduced  me,  mut- 
tering some  worda  iu  French.  The  two  oldest  weiv 
arrayed  in  the  latest,  and  at  the  same  time  the  shuwleat 
fashion  ;  the  youiigeM  was  plainly  dressed.  They 
made  me  a  curtsey  iu  exact  eoufonuity  to  the  rules  ot' 
the  dancing-school,  and  the  oldest  sister  iu  the  n&nif 
of  the  re«t  answered  me  in  French :  "  C/iarmie  dt 
/aire  voire  connainsanct .'"  If  fatness  and  whiteness 
are  to  be  taken  as  the  standards  (or  beanty,  as  in  the 
east,  aiid  particularly  in  Cliiuo,  the  oldest  Miss  Mod- 
neen  might  have  passed  fur  the  greatest  beauty  in 
Pekin,  and  the  second  for  the  next :  only  it  is  a  pity 
that  the  Chinese  have  such  a  predilection  for  enuU 
feet :  with  us  in  the  nortli  that  is  very  uncommoBi 
and  was  none  of  the  )»eculiaritieH  of  the  two  oldest 
Mi^es  Moshneen.  But  the  yuuDgest  was  charming, 
in  every  sense  of  the  word.  From  the  colour  on  the 
tace  of  the  oldest  sister,  and  a  certain  involoniarj 
agitation,  I  conjectured  that  the  wily  svakha  had  il- 
ready  broken  tlio  ice  with  her.  It  was  ohaervalile  it 
the  same  time  tlwt  all  the  guests  peeped  at  me  throBgh 
their  eyelashes,  and  then  stored  in  each  others  liwea, 
and  whispered  together.  Considering  it  improper  to 
continue  the  conversation  with  one  yming  lady  in  ibe 
midst  of  a  circle  of  silent  observers,  I  made  my  how, 
and  withdrew  with  my  new  friends  into  the  other  room. 
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We  were  forthwith  sumnioned  to  dinner,  and  I  was 
seated  between  the  two  young  gentlemen,  of  conrse 
at  the  respectable  end  of  the  table.  Any  sort  of  ge- 
neral eoiiveraation  was  out  of  the  question  during 
dinner.  Officers  talked  together  about  promotions  and 
new  eTolutiotiB ;  civilianH,  about  new  nkazes  and  changes 
in  the  miiuHtry  and  pubUc  offices;  dabblers  in  law,  about 
crimes  and  puniahmentH  ;  merdiants,  about  the  course 
of  exchange,  fresh  baukruptcieB,  and  the  prices  of  the 
day.  Some  of  the  mercantile  youth,  and  among  the 
rest  the  young  Moahneena,  displayed  tlieir  knowledge 
ef  horsea,  fashionable  surtouts  and  vests,  the  theatre, 
female  singers  and  dancers.  Huwerer,  amidst  all  this, 
none  of  the  guests  neglected  the  more  serious  part  of 
the  business  :  empty  buttles  were  continually  lieing 
changed  fur  full  ones,  by  a  signal  from  the  landlord, 
who,  sitting  at  the  end  of  the  table,  like  a  Jupiter, 
by  the  mere  play  of  his  eyebrows,  put  in  motion  the 
whole  pocnlar  system.  The  voices  of  the  ladies  were 
not  audible,  except  in  giving  brief  answers  to  questions 
put  now  and  then  by  gentlemen.  My  neighbours  emp- 
tied bottles  without  ceasing,  oi'dered  the  servants  to 
hand  us  the  best  wine,  and  by  the  time  that  the  toasts 
began,  the  whole  company  was  already  ree.*  Hatf- 
tipsey  footmen  ran  here  and  there  with  bottles, 
as  if  they  were  distracteil,  spilling  the  wine  upon  the 
guests,  and  making  a  prodigious  fuss.     The  drinking 

'  Gaiety  and  delirium  are  bolh  implied  in  ihii  Scotch  lemi, 
Ihe  inlroducuon  of  which  (he  En^liiih  reader  will  have  the  kind. 
neu  10  piudon,  as  il  expretsei  exactly  the  sense  of  the  RuMian 
phrane,  '  na  veiclye.' 
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of  liealtbB  was  commenced.  In  the  6rBt  place  the  j'oung 
lady's,  whose  name's-day  they  were  assembled  to  celfi- 
brate  ;  after  that,  the  health  of  the  parents,  ctildren, 
relations,  respectable  guests  individually,  the  wliole 
company,  he.  Tile  fair  sex  in  the  meantime  were 
quietly  occupied  with  the  dessert.  The  young  ladld! 
pecked  the  berries  like  ae  many  little  birds,  and  thongh 
they  were  already  crammed  to  repletion,  they  con- 
tinued to  swalloiv  fruits  and  confections,  in  small 
mouthfuls,  with  every  appearance  of  satisfaction.  Al- 
thoQgh  quite  dii'posed  for  merriment,  1  could  not  jtnit 
in  that  of  the  young  Moshneens,  at  the  expense  of  their 
parents.  At  every  awkwardness  of  papa  and  mamma, 
the  dear  little  children  laughed,  concealing  their  facca 
with  their  table-napkins,  and  winking'  across  the  table 
to  their  oldest  sisters.  The  sons  called  thdr  father 
the  scoopish  old  clerk,  and  their  mother  the  connter, 
and  even  cracked  their  jokes  aloud  in  French.  The 
worthy  parents,  who  did  not  understand  a  word  of 
what  they  said,  seemed  quite  pleased  to  hear  tbeir 
children  speaking  a  foreign  language.  I  was  draim. 
in  spite  of  myself,  to  reflect  upon  the  worthlessness  of 
that  system  of  education,  which,  exclusively  cultivat- 
ing outward  shew,  and  leaving  moral  principle  out  of 
siglit,  makes  us  look  down  upon  the  condition  in 
which  we  were  bom,  and,  by  implanting  false  notions 
of  self-importance,  stiSes  in  the  heart  the  feelings  of 
nature. 

After  dinner  some  of  the  guests  sat  down  to  boaton 
and  whist,  the  ladles  amused  themselves  with  tittle-UI- 
tle  and  sweetmeats,  while  the  youth,  including  mywlf) 
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removed  their  sitting  to  the  apartments  of  tlie  yoniig 
MoahoeenB,  where  they  smoked  tobacco,  (Irank  Cham- 
pagne, and  talked  upon  subjects  which  it  would  not  be 
properto  mention  here.  Inanhour andahalf the  elder 
brother  requested  his  gJiests  to  return  into  tlie  gala- 
rooms,  informing  them  that  there  would  be  a  perfor- 
mance of  a  French  comedy,  for  a  surprise  to  their  pa- 
pakin  and  mammakirt  (so  he  called  his  father  and  mo- 
ther.) Chairs  were  placed  in  the  dining-room  ;  in  the 
buffet  were  aaaembled  the  domestic  performers,  that  is 
to  say,  the  Moshiieen  family,  and  some  friends  of  the 
young  ladies.  At  the  end  of  the  room  were  fixed 
moveable  side-seen eti,  and  a  curtain  of  carpets  stitched 
t(^ther  was  hung  up.  In  place  of  an  orchestra,  the 
youngest  daughter's  music-master  played  wretchedly 
enough  upon  the  piano-forte.  When  all  the  guests 
were  seated,  according  to  their  ranks,  !Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moshneen  took  their  places  in  the  first  row  of  arm- 
chairs, seating  between  them  the  French  governor  of 
tlie  younger  chUdreu,  to  translate  what  was  to  be  said, 
and  explain  every  thing  which  should  occur.  The 
same  governor.  Monsieur  Furet,  was  the  author  of  the 
drama  about  to  be  performed,  under  the  title  of  '  The 
liberal  Parents,  orthegood  Children.'  Although  the 
title  of  itself  was  quite  enough,  nevertheless  there  was 
no  want  of  applause,  but  the  clapping  of  hands  was 
repeated  at  every  word,  or  at  least  at  every  couplet. 
The  substance  of  the  piece  was  as  follows  : — A  rich 
merchant  spares  no  expense  in  the  education  and  out- 
fit of  bis  children  ;  allows  his  sons  money  for  treating 
their  friends,  for  equipe^ea,  &c  ;  extends  the  same 
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muniticence  to  hia  dmightarB  for  dresses  ;  and,  besidei 
that,  takes  tbem  to  all  the  promenades,  theatres,  snd 
masqneradei,  and  f^ye.  balls  and  ftttes  at  home.  Iniha 
last  aft,  hix  daugbtere  are  married  to  princes,  coame, 
and  generalg ;  while  bis  bod8  attain  the  highest  ranla 
in  the  service.  The  aone  and  eons-in-lan',  out  of  grati- 
tude, join  togi!ther  in  procuring  a  title  of  nofailitjr  foi 
their  father,  who  is  at  last  complimented  with  the  style 
of  *  Sight  honourable.'  It  was  a  sight  worth  aeemf 
to  heboid  the  extacy  of  the  worthy  couple  during  the 
performance  of  the  piece.  The  governor  translated 
faithfully  every  phrase  and  every  couplet  which  re- 
flected lionour  on  the  parents,  and  tears  of  tendemeM 
ran  in  torrents  down  their  cheeks.  Notwithstanding 
that  the  two  oldest  sons,  heated  with  wine,  bungled 
in  the  acting,  that  the  two  oldest  daughters  knew  no- 
thing at  all  of  the  parts  which  they  had  to  perfonn, 
and  that  the  voice  of  the  prompter  drowned  lb* 
speeches  of  the  actors,  who,  besides  tliat,  sang  qdw 
out  of  tune,  the  performance  went  through  glorioaslf, 
and  attained  the  object  in  view,  that  is  to  say,  it  con- 
vinced Moshneen  that  children  should  not  be  grudged 
money  to  supply  their  extravagance,  aa  it  all  tends  U> 
the  elevation  of  the  family.  Tlie  perfonnance  wm 
concluded  with  dancing — the  misses  Moshneen  danced 
a  fondango,  the  tambonreen,  and  shawl-dance,  while 
the  younger  sons  skipped  like  monkej-a.  The  chin* 
cupfi  and  saucers,  and  cfaandelierB,  shook  and  jingled  ia 
sweet  accordance  with  the  light  fantastic  movemeaB 
of  the  two  elder  sisters,  but  the  youngest  enchanted  iB 
with  her  playing,  dancing,  singing,  and  still  more  hf 
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her  beauty  and  modesty.  I  was  in  truth  deeply  smit- 
ten with  her.  But  knowing  that  in  merchants'  houses 
the  daughters  must  go  off  according  to  their  age,  I  saw 
no  hope  of  receiving  her  hand,  unless  it  might  be  by 
the  forcible  intervention  of  her  brothers.  That  day  I 
succeeded  in  forming  a  very  close  friendship  with 
them,  and,  on  my  going  away,  invited  them  to  break* 
fast  with  me  next  morning. 


i 


CHAPTER  XI. 

My  matrimonial  scheme  miscarries — One  Letter  from  the  Kirg- 
heezian  steppe,  and  another  from  Paris. — I  join  the  army.— 
War. — Distinction. — ^Return  to  Moscow. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  describe  all  that  I  went  through 
in  order  to  ingratiate  myself  with  the  yeung  Moshneens. 
In  their  company  continually  for  some  months,  and 
wishing  to  accommodate  myself  to  their  mamner  of  life, 
the  improvement  which  I  miderwent  was  little  better 
than  the  transition  out  of  the  fiying-pan  into  the  fin. 
The  greatest  pleasure  of  rich  merchants'  sons  who  did 
not  follow  their  father's  profession,  consisted  in  mak- 
ing excursions  to  tayems  out  of  town,  where  they  in- 
dulged without  reserve  in  drinking,  rioting,  and  de- 
bauchery, broke  windows,  and  bottles,  and  glasses, 
quarrelled  with  clerks  belonging  to  public  offices,  and 
with  poor  German  artizans — and,  to  conclude  the 
scene,  kicked  up  rows,  and  made  their  peace  with  ihn 
police-officers.  The  Moshneens  treated  me  like  t 
friend  and  a  brother,  and  made  me  the  confidant  of  all 
their  secrets.  I  learned  in  what  manner  they  took  np 
debt  on  their  father's  account — how  they  imposed 
upon  their  mother,  and  got  money  from  her  under 
pretence  of  making  presents  to  their  superior  officers 
in  the  service ;  how  they  purloined  the  contents  of  the 
commode^  by  means  of  a  false  key,  when  there  happened 
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to  be  a  qiiantit)'  of  money  in  it,  Etnd  the  like.  At  lest 
I  disclosed  to  them  my  love  for  their  youngest  Bister, 
and  they  engaged  to  forward  the  object  of  my  wishes. 
The  simple  girl  agreed  to  take  me  for  her  husband,  and 
entered  with  eagemeas  into  a  coTrcspondeuce  through 
the  medium  of  her  brothers,  Pamphetl  Merkoolo- 
veetch  and  his  full-weighted  spouse  were  also  well  in- 
clined towards  me  on  the  strength  of  my  nobility  and 
fifteen  hundre<l  souls,  and  seemed  quite  desirous  that 
I  should  make  a  good  beginning,  that  is  to  say,  slionid 
marry  their  oldest  daughter.  Only  one  obstacle  re- 
mained to  be  overcome,  to  wit,  to  persuade  the  pa- 
reuts  to  make  the  matrimonial  beginning  with  the  third 
daughter  ;  when,  on  a  sudden,  one  day,  all  tny  plans, 
.  and  the  accumulated  hopes  of  many  months,  evapo- 
rated like  smoke. 

The  wily  secretary  saw  through  my  deceit,  and 
rightly  suspected  that  my  fortune  was  all  fudge.  Being 
acquainted  with  a  lawyer,  a  native  of  Byalo-Rfissia, 
who  had  been  turned  out  of  court  for  chicanery,  the 
secretary  learned  from  him,  that  in  the  whole  of  Byato- 
Russia  there  was  not  a  single  noble  family  of  the  name 
of  Vejeeghen.  Over  a  tumbler  of  punch,  when  he 
was  in  a  communicative  humour,  he  related  this  to  old 
Moshneen,  and  drew  ray  picture  at  the  same  time  in 
the  darkest  colours.  He  was  joined  by  Ivan  Merkoo- 
loveetcb,  one  of  the  sufferers  at  Oodaveetch's  enter- 
tainment, where  I  had  been — and  he  took  his  oath  that 
J  was  a  gambling  swindler.  Uld  Moshneen  warned  his 
nons  not  to  associate  with  me.  But,  although  I  bad 
been  actually  as  bad  as  I  was  deBCFibe<i  to  the  old 
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I^entlenisn,  I  would  Btill  have  been  tlie  best  of  friendi 
with  the  yonng  Moshneens.  They  informed  me  of  all, 
and  ttdviaed  me  to  lay  before  their  father  the  proofs  of 
my  iioUility,  and  title-deeds  of  my  estate.  Of  roane, 
nothing  remained  to  be  done  but  to  give  up  nutin; 
Moshneen,  and  bid  adieu  to  all  hopetj  of  pDasesaing 
either  bride  or  dowry.  I  could  not  help  thinking  tliit 
this  was  A  righteous  judgment  upon  me  for  connectiiig 
myself  with  gambles,  and  patiently  submitted  to  my 
fate.  A  man  who  is  deeply  affecteil  by  a  loss  or 
failure,  giyeti  himself  np  to  despair  only  in  cases  where 
the  flame  of  the  raling  paNsioii  is  suppressed,  withoni 
being  totally  estinguitthed  -,  and  in  misfortunes  where 
the  reason  and  not  the  heart  is  the  party  concerned,  it  a 
easy  to  find  consolation.  After  weighing  all  the  >d- 
Tantages  antl  disadvantages  of  the  projected  marriage, 
1  congratulated  myself  that  I  had  escaped  from  being 
connected  with  the  young  Moshneens — gave  up  rei:eir- 
ing  ;hem  at  my  house,  and  soon  got  quite  rid  of  them. 

One  day  I  received  two  letters,  one  from  Orenbnrc. 
the  other  from  Pans.  My  old  medical  attendaut,  iIk 
BaxB  Temeer  Boolak,  wrote  me  from  the  Kirghe 
steppe  as  follows  : — 

'■  To  the  highly-respected,  illustrious,  brave  Hi 
za,  Ivan  Vejeeghen,  from  his  faithful  friend,  the 
Temeer  Boolak,  compliments,  wishes  of  health 
happiness ! 

"   Since  the  time   that  thoa   quittedst  oti 
steppe,  Mahomet,  sitting  in  the  ninth  heaven, 
wroth  with  the  distinguished  tribe  of  Baganalee  Xm^I 
tdiak,  and  his  sacred  mure  £1  Borak  has  whisked  ix*! 
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tail  against  tlie  aool,  wliich  was  prospering  under  tJie 
wise  govemmeat  of  thi?  brave  Arsalan  Sultan,  Pre- 
sages of  misfurlune  in  tlifl  heavens  an<l  on  the  earth 
obliged  us  to  be  on  our  guard  :  the  moon  eoncealed 
her  forehead  in  the  skirt  of  the  sacred  garment  of  the 
prophet,  and  her  figure  was  as  obscure  as  that  of  an 
antelope  in  the  mist.  Insects  were  found  in  ttie  en- 
trails of  sheep,  and  Arsalan  Sultan's  favourite  roart 
brought  forth  a  deed  foal  with  two  heads.  I  foretold 
calaniity,  but  Arsalan  Sultan  having  Imbibed  the  doc- 
trines of  bookish  infidelity  in  Russia,  put  no  faith 
either  in  my  visions  or  my  prophecies,  nor  would  he 
listen  to  the  counsels  of  wisdom,  and  unite  with  the 
great  Horde  to  escape  from  the  deadly  feud  of  the  two 
powerful  tribes  of  Tcheeziek  and  Dert  Kareek,  whose 
chief  had  fallen  by  thy  powerful  ana,  O  brave  Meerza, 
Ivan  Vejeeghen  I  These  two  tribeB  having  called  to 
their  assiatanee  all  their  allies,  fell  upon  us  unex- 
pectedly, and  did  not  conquer  but  cut  off  our  best 
horsemen.  The  manly  and  hitherto  invincible  Sultan 
Arsalan,  sharper  than  tlie  sword  of  the  prophet,  the 
flower  of  the  steppes,  fell  in  the  ranlw  of  the  enemy 
like  a  wolf  in  the  midst  of  a  6ock  of  sheep,  as  a  judg- 
ment for  despising  the  wise  counsels  of  tlie  Mollalis, 
and  disbelieving  tlie  word  of  the  Lord  spukeu  by  the 
month  of  the  Baxa.  Our  flocks  and  herds  became  a 
prey  to  the  enemy,  our  aooU  were  plundered,  our  fair 
maidens  led  away  into  captivity  !  In  the  general  con- 
ftuion,  the  Hnrviving  warriors  raved  tbemselveB  by 
flight,  and  joined  the  great  Horde.  Thy  lethir  I  re- 
ceived at  Orenburg,  at  the  Barter-yard,  whiiher  1  had 
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been  sent  by  tlie  Khan  on  buainees  of  his.  Anil  so, 
Meerzft  Ivan  Vejeeghen,  do  not  expect  to  receive  ihy 
jiroperty,  wbich  wbh  laid  apart  in  the  yoort  of  Arealaii 
Sultan  himself,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  spailnB 
along  with  bin  stores.  The  Buccessor  of  the  brave  Sol- 
tan,  thy  friend  Gaynk,  is  bo  poor  that  lie  qngffi  fais 
Koomees  ont  of  the  bounty  of  the  magnanimous  Khsn 
of  the  great  Horde,  and  serves  him  as  comman^ler  of 
his  body-guards  !  Further,  the  Khan  has  heard  ^ 
much  of  thee,  that  he  would  be  gtad  to  eee  tiiee,  vdA 
would  probably  give  thee  a  respeclable  nituation  b  hia 
Horde.  Fare  thee  well,  and  do  not  forget  tby  frieati 
Temeer  Boolak,  who  prays  to  God  for  thy  prosperily, 
and  be-gs  him  to  slir  up  within  thee  a  desire  to  relnm 
to  the  beauty  of  earthly  beauties,  the  foretaste  of  Para- 
dise— the  Kirgheezian  »teppe." 

Tears  flowed  from  my  eyes  at  reading  the  Dews  of 
the  worthy  Arsalan  Sultan's  end,  and  ilie  raisfortones 
which  had  befallen  my  old  comrades.  My  hope  of  r»- 
ceiving  aid  from  the  Kii^heezian  «fe;i^r  was  thus  extin- 
guished, and  my  condition  became  more  perplexing. 

The  other  letter  was  from  Groouya.  With  a  abak* 
ing  hand  I  broke  open  the  seal,  and  read  it  over  and 
over  again  in  the  ebullition  of  various  feelings.  llcM 
were  its  contents :  "  My  fHend,  dear  to  my  heart) 
Vejenghen  !  thon  art  probably  well  aware  of  the  cause 
which  obliged  me  to  leave  Moscow  and  Hnsaia.  I 
love  thee  so,  tliat  I  chose  rather  not  to  expose  thee  to 
misfortune,  by  uniting  my  bitter  lot  with  thine.  But 
it  is  hard  for  a  woman  to  exist  in  the  world  without 
one  of  the  other  sex  to  protect  her,  and  I  chose  fat 
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tliis  |)urpoee.    Monsieur  Saiu-souci,    a  cheerful    and 

worthy  Frenchman,  wlio  lovea  me  aa  ardenily as 

I  love  thee  !  It  was  written  in  his  paaepoft  tlmt  he 
travelled  with  his  wife  ;  but,  as  Madame  Adele  leraain- 
ed  in  Russia  in  the  capacity  of  governess,  I  occupied 
her  place  and  airived  safe  iu  Paris.  Ah,  my  dear 
friend,  what  a  city  is  this  Paris !  Our  quiet,  grim 
Moscow,  in  compariHon  with  the  capital  of  France,  is 
as  a  pond  in  conipariaon  witlt  a  waterfall.  During 
winter  in  our  country,  after  twilight,  all  is  stiil  and 
empty,  and  nothing  but  the  rattling  of  cairiages  re- 
minds you  that  you  are  not  iu  the  heart  of  a  wood. 
Bat  here  there  m  perjietual  life,  perpetual  motion  ;  no 
day,  no  night,  but  only  a  change  of  scenery ;  the  na- 
tural light  finding  an  artificial  substitute.  1  wonder 
how  I  escaped  a  fit  of  apoplexy  from  extacy  of  de- 
light at  first  seeing  the  Parisian  magazirM  de  modes  ! 
Ab,  my  friend,  what  an  alluring  spectacle  I  Novelties 
here  do  not  make  their  appearance  after  a  lapse  of 
months  or  weeks,  hut  every  day,  every  hour,  every 
mmute.  Here  is  tiie  sanctuary  of  taste,  tlie  mount 
Sinai  of  the  chosen  ]ieople  of  fashion,  the  central  point 
of  all  inventions.  Here  life  is  not  calculated  by  years, 
but  by  the  number  of  gratifications,  and  every  one 
bustles  about  like  the  navigator  who  hurries  tn  Kettle 
his  affairs  on  shore  when  the  sails  of  his  vessel  are  al- 
ready hoisted.  Paris  is  the  head-inn  of  the  whole 
world.  Hero  are  assembled  the  amateurs  of  wisdom, 
of  pleasure,  and  of  happiness,  from  ull  ends  of  the 
earth  ;  and  owing  to  this,  every  one  lives  here  accord- 
ing to  bis  taste  without  the  least  constraint,  the  same 
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as  he  would  do  in  a   tavern.      My  dear  friend!  if 
yon  only  saw  how  our  ladies,  who  in  Russia  will  not 
move  a  step  without  a  convoy  of  a  couple  of  robvst 
lackeys  and  a  coach  with  four  horses,  though  it  were 
only  to  cross  the  street,  walk  here  alone  in  the  most 
crooked  lanes  of  Paris,  in  the  illuminated  garden  of 
the  Palais  Royal,  under  the  arcades,  and  go  to  the 
hathing-place  in  a  common  fiacre  !     Hiis   vncogn^ 
furnishes  them  with  a  thousand  gratifications,  whidi, 
if  any  one  should  dare  to  mention  in  their  presence  in 
Russia,  he  would  he  set  down  for  an  idiot,  a  hmte, 
an  impertinent  fellow  I     Here  there  are  offices  opened 
for  every  thing :  every  desire  has  its  agents.     Yoa 
may  huy  and  sell  even  heart  and  mind.     Not  till  I 
came  here,  had  I  any  right  conception  of  social  life. 
Whatever  may  be  the  refinement  of  our  upper-circles, 
thou  must  confess,  my  dear  friend,  that  the  middle 
class  still  retains  a  great  deal  of  the  Asiatic  ;  and  that 
the  women,  though  they  rule  the  roast  there,  as  they 
do  every  where  and  even  in  Asia  itself,  are  in  common 
life  kept  under  woful  restraint  by  old-fashioned  cus- 
toms.    But  here  every  one  has  full  freedom.     Decent 
females  resort  to  taverns  and  coffee-houses,  travel  alone 
in  diligences   and  post-chaises,  and  frequently  have 
their  own  connections  and  acquaintances  concerning 
which  their  husbands  know  nothing  at  all,  and  care 
as  little.     Every  Frenchwoman  is  complete  mistress 
in  her  own  house,  while  the  duty  of  the  husband  is 
confined  to  out-of-door  business.     Foreigners  are  here 
valued  not  according  to  their  rank,  but  according  to 
the  money  which  they  spend,  and  it  is  the  purse  not 
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the  patent  which  here  ronfers  the  title.  Your  huinhle 
servant  among  the  rest  has  been  dabbed  a  princess, 
though  not  at  her  own  expense.  Itefinement  in  amuse- 
ments  and  ]ileBaures  is  here  carried  to  its  highest  pittii, 
and  human  ingenuity  Beems  to  hafe  been  exhausted  in 
the  devising  of  comforts.  Amusements  may  be  di- 
vided into  public  and  private.  To  the  first  claau  be- 
long the  theatres,  concerts,  public  bolls,  prumenade»<, 
and  filei  chnmpetres.  All  the  entertainmeutfi  which 
in  other  capitals  are  restricteil  to  the  principnl  fes- 
tivftlN,  and  extraordinary  occasiotis,  are  of  dmly  oc- 
currence liere,  un<l  draw  always  crowds  of  amateurs. 
I  shall  not  enter  upon  a  ileecription  of  the  theatres, 
which  form  the  ruliiig  passion  of  tlie  French.  I  shall 
not  describe  all  the  amusements  partaken  of  incognito^ 
and  am  silent  for  this  reason,  because  I  wish  that  thou 
shouldst  come  to  Paris  thyself  and  taste  these  plea- 
sures in  reality,  not  merel}  on  paper  Up  to  thi» 
moment  1  have  bad  nu  tnne  fur  reLollettion ;  my  bead 
bas  been  in  a  continnal  nhirl.  Monaieur  Sans-souci 
is  a  very  good  sort  of  a  man,  and  does  uut  in  the  least 
plague  me  with  importunate  love.  I  have  made  \hc 
acquaintance  of  some  foreign  lu<lics,  and  of  some  of 
my  own  countrymen  in  quest  of  diversion  as  well  as 
myself:  we  lead  an  extremely  cheerful  life.  Thou 
hast  reason,  my  dear  friend,  to  be  proud  of  niy  lovi?  1 
Even  in  Paris  I  have  got  tlie  name  of  the  beautiful 
Russian,  and  if  thou  only  saw  me  in  my  Parisian  dress, 
thou  wouldst  prostrate  thyself  at  my  feet  along  with  a 
doeeu  of  lords,  German  princes  travelling  incognito. 
Bud  onr  own  wortliy  countrymen.     In  our  country  tlie 
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milliners  and  dress-niakers  know  nothing  about  tlieir 
business,  and  tliink  of  auching  but  of  getting  their  rae» 
off  their  bands.      But  here  they  work   for  fame  anil 

money.     Come  my  friend,  only  leave  bduad 

in  Ruaiiia  thy  jealouxy  and  thy  phtlosophy,  for  which 
there  ia  no  room  here.  Ask  for  me  in  the  Palais  royal, 
in  the  fnagasin  de  rnodai,  No.  l\A" 

From  this  letter  I  saw  that  misfortune  liad  not  re- 
formed Groonya,  and  that  giddiness  and  vanity  aitll 
retained  their  wonted  sway  over  her.  I  thought  it 
would  be  of  no  avail  to  write  any  answer,  knowiufc 
that  my  counsels  would  be  disregarded. 

In  the  meantime,  as  war  broke  ont  with  TuTkey> 
recalling  to  my  mind  the  advice  of  my  worthy  PetroSi 
I  resolved  to  enter  tile  mditary  service.  1  disrJosed 
my  intention  to  my  friend  Cousin  Annette,  wfho  bad 
always  treated  me  as  a  brother.  She  applauded  my 
resolution,  and  undertook  to  negociate  for  me  the  a.- 
change  from  the  civil  into  the  military  service.  O  all- 
powerful  daughters  of  Eve,  how  many  obligations  do 
I  owe  to  you  in  the  course  of  my  life  '.  Cousin  Ao- 
netie  put  in  motion  all  her  female  friends,  annts  soil 
cousins.  Notes  were  written  to  and  fro,  visits  joaAt, 
consultations,  petitions,  recommendations.  My  bd- 
perior  officer,  with  whom  I  played  at  whtst  twice  ■ 
iveek,  and  dined  every  Sunday,  gave  me  a  flaming  cer- 
tificate of  zealous  and  faultless  service,  ahhuup;h  I  Iwl 
never  seen  the  inside  of  his  chancery :  accordingly,  in 
the  course  of  two  months,  I  was  translated  into  a  ctH-- 
net  in  the  very  same  polk  in  which  my  deceased  fa- 
ther bad  served. 
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^^^When  I  preseDteii  myself  before  rousin  Annette  in 
,  my  fall  hussar  costume,  she  sighed  with  admiration, 
^  and  declared  that  I  was  bom  to  the  Dniform.  My 
pslronessos  rejuiced  in  the  success  of  their  applica- 
tion, and  I  almost  fatigued  myself  to  death,  dancing 
widi  grateful  feet  the  mazoorka  with  all  their  daugh- 
ters and  nieces.  Petrofi"  was  in  extacy,  and  tormented 
me  with  begging  me  to  Imrry  off  to  the  pul/c,  Wortliy 
CoDHin  Annette  lent  me  some  thousand  roubles,  and, 
the  fragments  of  my  property, 
a  where  the  pol/i  was  quartered 
to  advance. 


•fter  scraping  togethe 

I«etoffforMalo-Rus 

and  waiting  for  ordpr 

I  said  nothing  to  ii 


presented  myself  before  lier  in  my  military  tuiifonn 
''  the  day  before  niy  departure.  She  almost  faintetl  at 
■^  the  sight.  I  was  nu  like  my  father,  being  in  the  same 
*  ontform,  that  my  mother  could  not  bear  to  look  upon 
'  me.  After  a  profusion  of  tears,  as  is  usual  in  such 
<^  cases,  she  gare  me  her  blessing'',  and  loading  me  with 
^  good  advices,  wished  me  success.  Nest  day  I  whs 
■^  (M  ihe  high  way  to  Kharkoftl 

•^  The  jjolk  had  already  begun  to  move  forward,  and 
^  I  came  np  with  it  on  the  route.  When  I  presented 
.-^  myself  to  the  Colonel,  he  gazed  at  me,  clasped  his 
^  hands  in  amazement,  and  said  :  '■  My  God,  wliat  an 
;''  ■Wuniahing  likeness  !  If  I  had  not  been  an  eye-wil- 
(,'  neia  of  the  death  of  my  friend,  prince  Meeloslavaky,  1 
•  (ould  not  help  believing  that  I  see  him  now  before 
0  me.  Jip  called  out  of  the  adjoining  apartment  the 
'•  ^""^rni aster,  who  bad  been  formerly  aerieant. major  in 
I-    Wy  ^tiler's  squadron,  and  asked  :    "  Who  is  cornet 
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Vejeeghen  like?"  "He  is  a  li  ring  picture  o/tLelaie 
Prince  Ivan  Alexandroveetch  MeeloHlavxky  I"  enclflint- 
ed  the  old  man,  tlie  tears  xtreaming  from  hia  eyes. 
"  Did  yon  ever  liear  of  tlie  Prince  ?"  aekeff  the  C<>- 
lonel  of  me.  "  No  ;"  replied  I.  '•  I  know  tliat  my 
deceased  friend  wax  a  bachelor,  hot  it  freqaently  hap- 
pens in  the  world  that  —  —  —  that  is  to  wt, 
that  there  are  strange  coincidences!  I  wish,  my  dew 
comrade,  yoa  may  be  like  the  Prince  in  mind  siiil 
bravery,  as  well  as  in  person,  and,  as  1  have  no  reason 
to  form  any  contrary  opinion,  I  give  you  tbis  ailrice 
at  starting:  endeavonr  to  learn  a«  soon  as  possible  the 
fronting  part  of  the  service,  trithout  which  the  best  of 
men  will  never  be  a  good  officer.  We  have  manyiaw 
recrailH,  of  whom  I  have  formed  an  exercising  squa- 
dron, and  intend  to  drill  them  on  the  route.  1  v^ 
jioint  you  to  the  body-aquadron,  and  in  the  nieantims) 
in  order  to  learn  the  order  of  the  service,  I  place  yoa 
under  the  commanil<'r  of  the  exercising  sqaadron,  Cap- 
tain BrBveen,  an  old  Roldinr,  whom  1  advise  yon  to 
love  and  respect  like  a  father,  for  he  is  worthy  of  it." 
Ill  the  army  there  in  a  prejudice  against  those  who 
enter  from  other  regiments  by  seniority,  or,  as  tbsy 
call  it,  are  put  over  their  heads.  Altlmugh  I  vu 
ranked  as  the  youngest  comet,  lay  comrades  received 
me  very  coldly  because  I  had  entered  from  the  dril 
service.  Notwithstanding  my  respectfol  behavioor, 
and  my  endeavours  to  acquire  the  good-will  of  the  of- 
ficers, 1  got  the  nickname  of  the  lawyer,  nlthough  I 
Hwore  thst  I  had  never  in  my  life  written  any  thing 
but  love-letters,  and  hated  the  hooking  tribe  more 
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than  I  did  the  Turks  with  whom  we  were  going  to 
fight.  There  was  no  end  to  their  taunts,  which  he- 
came  more  frequent  and  otTenHive,  when  it  was  seen 
that  they  put  me  into  a  pasfiiion.  Cspt«in  Braveen 
wh<i  loved  me  sini^erely,  advised  me  to  teach  them 
better  manners.  In  one  week  I  had  two  duels  witii 
the  sabre,  and  one  with  pistols,  wounded  two  of  my 
antagonists,  and  received  myself  a  slight  wound  in  the 
left  ami.  The  Colonel  put  us  all  under  arrest,  and 
reprimanded  us  by  nay  of  punishment ;  as  soon  aa  I 
recovered,  1  gave  my  comrades  a  dejeuner,  not  omitt- 
ing to  invite  my  antagonii^ts,  and  declared  before  them 
all,  that,  if  any  of  them  wished  to  be  convinced  that  I 
never  iiad  been  and  never  would  be  a  lawyer,  1  was 
ready  to  give  him  sabre  and  pistol  evidence.  My 
comrades  were  pleased  with  this  frank  and  bold  beha- 
vionr,  and  amid  the  cinshmg  of  ChaTupaigue-bottles 
and  glassei^,  1  was  acknowledijed  to  be  a  storling 
hussar,  "  Vejeeghen,"  said  the  lientenant  who  had 
wounded  me,  "  thou  hast  washed  out  the  ink  with 
thy  blood  ;  now  thou  art  ours,  and  he  who  is  againet 
thee  is  against  ne.  Give  me  thy  hand,  brother.  Thon 
art  just  the  lad  for  us." 

The  Colonel  having  called  me  to  him,  gave  me  a 
fatherly  advice,  saying :  "  1  punished  yon  aa  a  duty 
which  I  owed  to  the  Hervice,  but  1  have  no  reason 
to  be  dissatisfied  with  you  for  your  behaviour.  Yon 
were  drawn  into  the  squabble  ;  but  nowthat  you  havi- 
entered  into  full  communion  with  the  old  officei's,  avoi<l 
disputes.  A  good  officer  should  shew  his  bravery  in 
battle  with  the  enemy,  and  not  in  single  combat  with 
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Ilia  friends.  Captain  Braveen  iDforins  me  that  yon  sre 
sufficiently  acqiuuntud  with  the  fronting  to  be  able  to 
take  your  place  in  the  conipany.  Please  to  presecl 
yourself  to  the  commander  of  the  body-squadron.  I 
liave  ordered  bim  to  give  you  the  third  eubdinaioa."  I 
do  not  know  if  n  veteran  General  would  have  been  bo 
glad  on  getting  the  command  of  a  whole  army,  u  I 
was  on  the  present  occasion.  My  worthy  Fetroff 
jumped  for  joy. 

I  Bpoke  to  no  one  of  my  having  been  ia  the  Kirgbee- 
zian  iteppe,  fearing  tliat  it  might  be  the  meauMof  pro- 
caring  me  another  uic|ciiame,  and  made  no  display  of 
my  abilities  in  horsemaDship,  in  which  I  had  continued 
to  exercise  myself  even  in  Moscow,  ridiug  out  of  town 
into  solitary  places.  I  however  provided  myself  mill 
a  hair-noose,  and  bought  a  moantoin-horBe  in  order  lo 
be  ready,  if  an  opportunity  should  ca'^t  up,  to  make  a 
trial  of  my  skilL 

My  dear  readers  1  If  you  should  chance  to  he«rtlte 
stories  of  cornets  and  ensigns  concerning  the  plan  of  > 
campaign,  military  combinations,  the  lilunderH  of  gene- 
rals, and  the  causes  of  success  and  miscarriage  in  war — 
listen  out  of  civility,  but  believe  no  more  than  the  one 
half,  or  better  believe  not  a  single  syllable  of  what  they 
tell  you.  An  officer  serving  in  front  can  &ee  iiDthtD" 
more  than  what  occurs  before  the  front,  and  has  it  not 
in  his  power  to  judge  of  military  plans  otherwise  than 
by  hearsay,  and  by  putting  together  a  multiplicity  of 
circumstances  and  occurrences  which  cannot  come  to 
his  knowledge  till  after  the  campaign  is  over.  There- 
fore 1  do  not  choose  to  enter  upon  military  operations. 
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to  wliicli,  besides,  I  am  Ibhh  incliued,  as  I  bave  uo  iu- 
tention  to  write  the  bietory  of  the  war,  but  merely  to 
represent  what  occurred  to  myself. 

After  iTossiiig  the  Danube,  oat  polk  united  itself  to 
the  vaugaard  of  the  main  army ;  and,  as  we  liad  takea 
uo  part  ill  the  actions  which  were  fought  previous  to  tbe 
croet^ing  of  tbe  river,  we  joined  it  with  our  full  com- 
plement, uid,  as  it  is  called,  fresh. 

One  day  I  was  stationed  with  my  subdivisiuD  at  an 
outpost  ou  tbe  Turkish  borders.  It  was  in  the  month 
of  June,  but  tile  night  was  piercing  cold.  I  lay  be- 
side a  little  fire,  wrapped  up  in  ray  cloak,  and  waiting 
till  Petrotf  sbuuld  boil  the  tea-kettle,  when,  on  a  Hud- 
den,  a  hussar  galloped  up  troin  the  outer  chain,  and 
informed  me  that  he  heard  a  noise  among  the  bushes 
wliich  bordered  tlie  field  on  which  our  dragoon-sentries 
were  posted.  I  immediately  ordered  my  men  to  horse, 
and  leaving  them  on  the  spot  under  the  command  of  a 
Serjeant,  I  advanced  with  two  men  and  my  comrade 
Petroflf  who  never  left  me,  to  corroborate  the  report 
of  the  sentinel.  The  night  was  dark,  thick  clouds 
Mivered  the  moon,  and  a  mist  hang  over  the  valley. 
I  dismounted,  put  my  ear  to  the  ground,  and  actually 
beard  a  whispering  and  slight  rustling  among  tbe 
bushes.  Can  that  be  tbe  enemy  ?  How  is  it  possible 
to  know  in  the  dark?  liefore  I  occn])ied  my  post,  1 
liad  surveyed  the  vicinity  for  a  couple  of  verats  round, 
and  knew  that  on  the  side  where  the  noise  was  heard, 
there  was  no  road,  and  that  the  valley  was  bordered  by 
hills  which  closed  upon  a  wood.  Our  lost  patrole  had 
discorered  the  enemy  at  a  distance  of  thirty  versts  in 
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another  direction  :  uo  attack  was  therefore  to  be  anti- 
cipated from  tlist  quarter.  While  I  waa  thus  reasoning 
with  myself,  the  luoon  suddenly  peepetl  oat  from  be- 
hind the  clouda,  and  steel  weapons  gleamed  amoog 
the  huHhefi  where  the  ]ieople  were  only  half  concealed. 
Judging  by  the  eye,  1  concluded  that  there  were  abaat 
ahundred  men  there.  What  was  to  be  done  ?  1  fol- 
lowed the  firat  impulse,  sent  a  hnssar  to  the  camp  la 
notify  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  and  adi'anceil  willi 
ray  BubdiciBion  to  attack  them.  We  fell  upon  the 
Turks  so  rapidly,  that  they  were  put  into  cnnfumoni 
Gred  Home  shots,  and  be^^  to  cry  ainaun  (qnart«r) 
and  threw  down  their  weapons.  We  collected  ibem 
into  a  hody,  disarmed  them,  fettered  them  with  ropes, 
and  drove  them  before  us,  corering  our  retreat  with 
the  half  of  the  subdivision.  One  of  my  men  who  mi- 
deretood  Tartar,  qnestioned  tlie  officer  who  was  made 
prisoner,  and  I  learned  from  him  that  the  Turks,  httr- 
ing  received  a  reinforcement,  had  advanced  in  order  10 
attack  us  in  the  morning.  The  hundred  Amaats,  whom 
I  so  fortunately  took  prisoners,  had  been  sent  asuk 
on  a  foraging;  part]' ;  but  their  gnide,  a  native  Bulgari- 
an, deceived  them,  led  them  into  a  wood,  and  in  ibt 
night  slipped  away  from  them.  After  wandering  ahoal 
in  the  wood,  they  stumbled  upon  our  outpost :  onil  not 
knowing  where  they  were,  but  supposing  they  lad 
got  into  the  heart  of  the  Russian  army,  they  lost  coa- 
rage,  and  resolved  to  surrender  on  being-  attacked  by 
a  party  which  they  fancied  to  be  rery  strong,  a»  il 
had  the  hardihood  to  fall  upon  them  in  the  night  time. 
In  this  the  Turks  confirmed  a  remark  made  by  our  Co- 
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lone],  that  he  who  wishcEH  to  beat  them  must  act  on 
the  offensive  ;  when  they  are  received  on  the  defensive, 
they  always  do  mifichief. 

I  sentapatrole  foiward — ^they  trotted  some  verstsin 
advance,  and  returned  eaying  tliat  there  was  no  sign  of 
the  enemy.  I  halted,  and  waited  for  the  return  of  the 
man  sent  by  me  to  the  main  body  witli  accomits  of 
my  having»met  with  the  enemy.  In  a  Hhort  time,  we 
heard  the  pattering  of  horses'  feet  from  the  side  of  our 
camp,  and  there  soon  rode  np  to  us  a  couple  of  hun- 
dred Don  Cosi^acks,  under  the  command  of  a  volunteer 
of  a  distinguished  family.  He  had  been  sent  in  quest 
of  renown  from  Petersburgh,  to  the  army  which  was 
under  the  command  of  hin  second  uncle.  I  delivered 
over  to  him  the  prisoners  witii  whom  he  returned  to  the 
camp,  and  I  re-occupied  my  post  till  morning. 

Arriving  at  the  polk,  on  bem^  relieved,  I  received 
the  congratulations  ofmy  wortfayColonel  and  comrades. 
"  Bravo,  Vejeeghen,  bravo  1"  crie<l  the  ofiicers — 
"  Thou  doHt  honour  to  our  cmck-r^imeul."  The  Co- 
lonel invited  us  all  to  breakfast,  that  is  to  say,  to  eat 
roast  mutton,  aud  empty  a  keg  of  iVIoldavian  wine. 
My  health  was  drunk,  and  a  report  was  drawn  up  on 
the  spot  to  tlie  comniaiidcr  ofthe  brigade,  in  which  it 
was  mentioned  tijat  I,  with  thirty  htusara,  had  taken 
prisoners  a  hundred  and  twelve  armed  Turkish  I'oot- 
Boldiers.  The  Colonel,  iu  a  separate  letter,  begged  a 
reward  for  me.  My  reputation  was  thus  established 
through  the  regiment. 

Pustomeyleeu  wai  the  name  of  the  volunteer  who 
received  the  prisoners  from  me.    This  young  man,  who 
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hul  hei>n  nducateil  by  tt  retired  Frencli  dnim-Biajor, 
reckonetl  himself  a  military  §^miis,  and  in  tlie  society 
of  his  brothm-offieers  was  rontinaally  talking  alwul 
tactics,  great  plans  of  operations,  tlie  movenientH  of 
Turenne,  MoDl«cucu]i,  Prince  Eugene,  and  Frederidi 
the  Great,  criticising  all  our  military  movementa  and 
pUns,  and  passing  sentence  npou  all  boldly  and  de- 
cisively. Wh  Honietiroes  made  game  of  his  nniversd 
knowledge,  hat  more  frequently  paid  uo  atteotioa  lo 
what  he  said,  and  received  bim  into  our  company 
merely  because  on  bivouacs  it  in  impoe^ible  to  get  rid 
of  tiresome  babblers.  Pustomeyleen,  on  taking  the 
prisoners  to  the  uiagen-hurg,  did  not  shew  his  face 
again  in  the  vanguard,  but  remained  sick  at  the  head- 
quarters.  An  order  soon  arrived  in  which  it  was  said : 
"  That  PuHtomeyleen  is  rewarded  with  an  onler  iat 
taking  priaonerH  a  hundred  and  twelve  Tnrkish  fool- 
soldiers,  with  the  co-operation  of  Comet  Vejecglien,  to 
whom,  at  the  sHme  time,  the  approbation  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief is  communicated." 

This  displeased  my  brother-officers,  and  mode  me 
quite  furious.  I  rode  np  to  head-quarters,  abused 
Puatomeyleen,  calling  him  a  cowai'd  and  a  rascal, 
shook  my  fist  at  him  and  challenged  him.  I  was  placed 
under  arrest,  and  was  to  be  brought  before  a  court- 
martial,  but  got  off  through  the  intercession  of  my 
brother-officerx  and  Colouel,  who  again  congratulated 
me,  and  consoled  me  with  the  Hnsgian  proverb  :  '  Od 
God  your  prayer,  and  on  the  Tzar  your  service  will 
never  be  lost.'  "  Be  comforted,  Vejee^hen  I"  said 
my  worthy  Colonel  to  me.     "  Tbon  has  fnljilled  ihy 
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duty  1  thou  hatt  slien-n  thyself  a  brave  aiid  actiTe  offi- 
cer, and  hast  acquii-ed  tile  eateem  of  thy  comrades — 
that  is  the  greatest  of  rewards  to  a  ooble  mind  !  In- 
juslite  and  mistakes  happen  erery  where,  but  that 
should  not  eool  thy  zeal  for  the  service.  Have  pa- 
tience only,  and  truth  will  come  out  in  its  turn  ;  how- 
ever much  people  endeavour  to  twist  it  and  entangle 
it  in  intrignt,  it  will  find  a  vent  for  all  that." 

Ill  a  few  weeks  after  this,  our  army  halted  in  a  po- 
sition facing  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  forces,  who  were 
entrenched  in  a  fortified  camp  protected  by  its  advan- 
tageous situation.  Arrangements  were  made  for  a  ge- 
neral onset.  The  commander-in-cliief  came  up  to  the 
vanRnard  at  the  very  time  when  the  Turkish  cavalry 
flanked  onr  Imssars  and  Cossacks.  The  whole  cavalry 
of  our  vanguard  was  in  battle-array,  and  the  foot  under 
arms,  while  all  were  looking  on  at  the  individual  con- 
flicts between  the  Turkish  horsemen  and  our  hussars 
and  Cossacks,  as  on  n  dramatic  spectacle.  The  com- 
mander-in-cliief  with  his  staff,  and  a  number  of  foreign 
officers  stopped  to  enjoy  this  really  attractive  scene, 
where  address  and  courage  had  so  extensive  a  field 
for  distinction.  To  give  their  due  to  the  Turkish  ca- 
valiers, they  excel  almost  all  nations  in  the  mani^e 
ment  of  their  horses^  of  their  arms,  and  in  feats  of 
personal  strength  and  dexterity,  althongli  their  fiery 
bravery  cannot  withstand  onr  steady  courage  and  firm- 
ness in  general  attacks.  Above  all  was  distinguished 
a  Turkish  horseman  richly  caparisoned,  on  a  white 
horse.  With  astonishing  daring  be  came  to  close 
quarters  with  our  flankers,  and  bad  already  unhorsed 
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Bevi'ral  of  our  very  test  liussars.  The  cammander-iii- 
chief  wBH  nettled  at  ihia  display  of  Asiatic  dexterity  in 
tlie  presence  nf  foreigners,  and  in  chd^in  said  t«  oar 
Colonel : — "  Have  you  noliody  to  match  that  bidly  tmil 
punish  him  for  his  arrogance  ?"  On  heBiijig  these 
words,  I  immediately  aeatcd  myself  on  my  moimtsin 
home,  opened  out  my  Kii^heezian  noose,  and  asked  tbo 
CoIoikI  for  permieBJon  to  engage  the  Turkish  hone- 
man.  He  permitted  me,  but  1  observed  tliat  hie  eyes 
expressed  commiseration  mixed  with  love  for  rae. 
"  Vejet^hen  !"  said  he,  "  I  know  that  thou  art  do 
coward,  but  science  h  here  necessary,  and  thou  caosl 
not  have  learned  horsemanship  in  the  civil  service.  1 
am  sorry  for  thee  1"  "  You  shall  see  1"  said  I,  wluls 
I  changed  my  hussar-cap  for  a  foi'aging  one — gave  i 
spnr  to  my  horse,  and  was  oli 

I  had  an  extreme  desire  to  take  the  hor>teman  ^ve, 
I  first  firpd  a  pistol  at  another  Turk,  then  rode  up  to 
the  cavalipr  tired  another  pistol  at  random,  turned 
my  horses  head  and  tiiiew  myself  to  a  side  as  if  I 
was  going  to  reload  my  pistols  The  Turkish  hoise- 
man,  observing  that  I  was  quite  separated  irom  wy 
countrymen  rode  up  to  me  precipitately,  made  to- 
wards my  left  Hide  and  ruihed  forward  in  order  tn  cut 
off  my  head  witli  one  blow  of  hi«  gaiaghdn.  At  HA* 
decisive  moment  J  turned  myRelf  under  the  borte, 
while  the  Turk  losing  his  balance  by  the  violence  of 
the  exertion  reeled  back  upon  his  saddle.  I  immedi- 
ately resumed  my  seat,  an<l  ndmg  up  behind  the  Turk, 
threw  my  noose  about  his  neck,  pulled  it,  and  he  fell 
upon  the  ground.     This  unexpected  fall  on  his  backiE 
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fnll  galloji  took  awaj'  liia  breath.  The  reins  of  Iub 
stallion  were  thrown  bark  uitu  h\n  hand  over  hie  shoul- 
der, and  the  hui^e  was  stopped  by  the  fall  uf  his  rider. 
I  alighted,  disarmed  the  cavalier,  fettered  him  with  the 
noose,  lifted  him  from  the  ground,  aiid  threw  him, 
tiuwnaible  as  a  clod,  over  the  saddle,  ujion  his  belly, 
leaped  up  behind  him,  seized  the  reins  of  his  Turkish 
stallioD,  aud  galloped  off  to  the  regiment.  A  crowd 
of  Turks  rati  forward,  shouting,  to  rescue  their  leader, 
but  our  commander-ia-chief  ordered  a  couple  of  squa- 
drons to  trot  out,  and  the  Turks  turned  their  horaes' 
bends.  When  I  reached  the  poik,  there  was  a  buzz 
and  Hpeaking  tlirough  the  ranks.  The  commander'ia- 
chief  with  his  suite  came  up  to  me,  dismounted,  and 
requested  me  to  go  towards  him.  I  leaped  front  my 
horse,  took  off  my  prisoner,  unbound  him,  and  pre- 
sented hiiu  to  the  general  who  embraced  me,  squeezed 
my  band  and  said :  "  I  thank  you  for  this  gift,  and 
make  you  this  jireseut  in  return."  At  these  words  he 
ordered  bia  adjutant  to  untie  a  cross  of  Valadimir  with 
a  ribboti,  and  witji  liis  own  hands  fastened  it  to  the 
Strings  of  my  jacket.  "  I  will  not  forget  you  I"  added 
he,  and  went  away. 

The  officers  of  our^oM;  surrounded  me,  congratu- 
lated, embraced  m^  and  every  one  of  them  seemed 
as  glad  B8  if  the  triumph  had  been  his  own.  The 
Colonel  presseil  me  to  his  heart,  and  with  feeling,  swd  : 
"  Thanks  for  maintsininK  the  honour  of  the  polk  /" 
I  was  in  extacy,  and  never  in  my  life  felt  such  joy. 
"  Deliver  to  Petroff  my  Turkish  stallion,  and  order 
him  to  bring  me  my  fronting  horse,"  said  1  to  the 
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HergooDt.  "  I  Btn  bcre  !"  uttered  a  voice  at  my  back. 
Tears  trickled  from  Petroff's  ey«s,  but  a  smile  played 
upon  his  muuth :  he  wulied  to  kiss  tny  hand,  but  1 
pressed  him  to  my  bosom  :  he  was  speechless.  Tak- 
ing tny  booty,  he  went  slowly  along'  the  front,  crow- 
ing himself  and  moving  bJa  lips.  My  worthy  Petraf 
was  praying  for  me  ! 

Nothing  else  of  consequence  happened  that  (lay. 
Towards  ereningtlie  troops  retired  into  their  poeioon, 
and  oar  Colonel  went  off  to  the  commander-in-chief, 
who  was  posted  with  the  principal  division  at  two  verait' 
distance  from  the  van^iwrd.  Within  an  hour  aftertbs 
Colonel's  departure,  a  messenger  rode  up  with  onlen 
for  me  immediately  tu  appear  before  the  General. 
'I'be  Colonel  was  waithig  for  me  iu  the  adjatant's  tent, 
and  I  had  scarcely  dismounted  when  I  was  ordered 
into  the  tent  of  the  commander-in-chief.  1  there  found 
a  number  of  generals  and  stafF-ofiicers.  After  me  en- 
tered Pustomeyleen  without  his  sword.  "  Comet 
Vejeeghen  !"  said  the  commander-in-chief,  "  your 
esteemed  Colonel  has  told  me  of  your  proceeding,  of 
your  capturing  the  Turkish  detachment.  The  renowa 
of  that  proceeding  and  the  reward  were  appropiiated 
to  himself  by  this  gentleman,  (pointing  to  Pustomey- 
leen,)  who  unfortunately  belongs  19  my  family.  1  was 
led  into  a  mistake  and  brought  to  do  an  aet  of  injus- 
tice by  people  who  do  not  know  me,  and  thou^it  lo 
do  me  a  favour  by  furnishing  an  opportunity  to  reward 
my  relative.  But  iu  the  army  brave  warriors  are  my 
only  kindred  :  they  are  my  full  brottiers,  they  >re  my 
children  and  nephews  !     lie  who  wishes  to  serve  his 
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sovereign  and  country  faitbfully,  ought  t 
towards  those  who  are  placed  under  liim,  and  lo  re- 
ward nothing  but  merit,  hy  which  tio  harm  is  done  to 
the  service,  an  is  the  case  when  the  partialiticB  and 
preferences  arising  from  relative  ties  and  other  pri- 
rate  motires  interiere.  More  harm  is  done  by  sucli 
injustice,  than  if  no  rewards  were  given  at  all.  Ke- 
(■uUect  tliis,  you  who  have  the  command  I  So  I  con- 
gratulate you  Lieutenant  Vejeeghen :  as  to  you,  Mr, 
Pustoineyieen,  please  to  return  immediately  to  St. 
Peterabnrgli  under  the  wings  of  your  aunts  and  gnnd- 
mother^,  and  do  not  shew  your  face  again  before  me. 
There  is  plenty  of  room  for  yon  on  glazed  floors  ; 
on  the  rco^d  field  of  battle,  scraping,  bowing,  and 
Bpeechifying  gentlemen  are  out  of  their  element. 
AdienI"  Leaving  the  tentjoyfullyl  saw  Pnstomeyleen, 
who  seemed  quite  downcast.  I  wished  to  say  some- 
thing to  console  him,  but  feared  I  might  give  offence 
to  his  vanity.  My  comrades  formed  a  circle  about 
me,   and  drank  to  my  tiealth  with  three  cheers. 

Nest  day  was  a  general  action,  in  which  a  great 
deal  of  blood  was  bhed,  and  both  sides  fought  with 
determmed  obstmncj  The  Turks  were  twice  our 
numbers,  but  Rufsian  bravery  strengthened  by  disci- 
pline gamed  the  day  Their  fortified  cjimp  was  taken 
by  storm  .  artdlery,  baggage,  a  number  of  standards, 
horse-tails  and  prisoners,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  con- 
querors.    The  Turkish  urmy  was  broken  and  scattered. 

Our  polk  was  in  the  action  and  greatly  distinguished 
itself.  But  we  lost  much  in  killed  and  wounded,  as 
we  were  opposed  to  the  8owtir  of  the  enemy's  forces. 
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While  we  clmi^ed  Bword  in  hunt),  I  was  rniber  beatetL 
and  aeparated  from  my  bnsHBre  among  tlie  very  thickest 
of  the  enemy's  ranks,  who  coald  not  mn  from  at,  u 
they  hcLd  behind  them  a  delile  wliich  was  oct^upied  by 
Janissaries.  Tliey  fought  with  desperaiiou  :  the  Ja- 
nissariex  fired  upon  m  from  the  sides  and  hollow  of 
the  defile  :  the  ssbrea  were  in  perpetual  and  furiom 
motion  ;  the  word  of  eiimRiand  could  not  be  heard  for 
the  noise  and  Ehontin^ ;  the  trumpets  sounded,  and 
we  broke  througli  tEie  enemy's  ranks.  I  was  w 
hemmed  in  that  !  touUl  hardly  manage  my  swotd 
BlowH  were  showered  down  on  every  side,  and  I  U 
random  Hiasbed  away  right  and  left.  But  I  soon  felt 
that  blood  bathed  my  eyes,  and  that  my  left  arm  bad 
not  stren^h  to  bold  my  horse.  At  On»  moment  wnm 
one  seized  my  horse's  reins,  and  pulled  bim  fordblf' 
back.  On  getting  out  of  the  crowd  1  robbed  myeyM 
and  saw  that  it  was  —  Petroff. 

I  had  got  two  wonndfl  in  the  head,  one  on  die  left 
arm,  and  one  on  the  right  shoulder.  The  blood  no 
in  streams,  and  I  grew  weaker  and  weaker  every  mi- 
nute. At  the  distance  of  about  a  verst  trom  the  fiekt 
of  battle,  Petroff  took  me  from  ofl'  the  horse,  took 
out  of  bia  saddle-bags  ready-prepare<l  bandages,  ligir 
ments  and  lint,  washed  my  wounds  with  water  and 
vinegar,  bound  them  up,  then  replaced  me  on  my 
horse,  seated  himself  behind  me  on  the  kntpper,  and 
clasping  his  arms  about  me,  conducted  me  to  the 
wagen-burg,  with  his  horse  tied  to  my  stirmp. 

My  wounds  were  severe  but  not  dangerons.  The 
imly  fear  was,  lest  my  weakness  firom  excesaive  low 
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of  blood  miglit  end  in  exliaustiun.  I  could  hardly 
move  my  legs,  and  ^Tailed  myself  of  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  set  off  for  Russia. 

Petroff  never  stirred  from  me,  but  even  slept  be- 
Hide  me.  No  tender  mother  takeH  more  coi'e  of  her 
only  L'hild,  her  darling  son,  tban  the  ^04l  old  soldier 
cared  for  me  ;  boiling  my  rictuals,  givinp  me  medi- 
cine, taking  me  under  his  arm  to  walk  a  little ;  in  the 
day-time,  while  1  was  asleep,  driving  atvay  the  flies, 
in  the  night-time  starting  if  he  heard  me  aigh  or  cough. 
He  lived  for  me  alone,  and  whenever  I  attempted  to 
tliaiik  him^  he  would  always  make  wry  faces  and  say : 
"  When  you  thank  me,  your  honour,  there  seeiuB  to 
be  always  something  not  right  and  out  of  place,  as  if 
I  was  ashamed  of  something.  You  know  it  is  my  duty 
to  eerre  my  commander  :  what  is  the  use  of  thanldng  t 
Grow  well  again,  and  that  will  be  the  beet  way  to  pat 
me  in  a  good  hnmour." 

On  arriving  at  Kamenetz  Podolsk,  I  wrote  to  Me- 
loveeden  to  Kieff,  intending  to  set  off  thither  if  he 
should  still  be  there.  1  addressed  the  letter  to  the 
commandant  whom  I  knew  :  he  wrote  me  hack  that 
Meloveeden  had  effected  a  reconciliation  with  his  uncle 
and  set  off  along  with  liitii  to  Petersburgh.  This  put 
■ne  into  a  dilemma,  as  I  had  very  little  money  re- 
maining, and  had  not  the  means  to  continue  my  joor- 
ney  to  Moscow.  "  It  is  a  bad  job,  brother,  to  be 
without  the  needful,"  said  I  to  Petroff.  "  That  is 
very  true,  Sir ;  but  we  have  no  reason  to  complun 
upon  that  score."  "  Why,  I  have  oidy  thirty  ducata 
^together."     "  A  little  more,"  said  Petroff,  going  into 
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t)ie  oilier  ronm  :  he  brouglit  back  two  beavy  ba^ 
Wliat  is  the  meaning  of  this,"  exclaimed  I  in  amai^ 
ment.  "  Yonr  money,  Sir,"  replied  Petroff  :  "  tbere 
are  here  fifteen  hundred  full-weigbt  Turkish  ducats, 
and  besidex  that  here  in  a  crest  of  diamonds."  "  Froni 
whence  didst  tlion  take  that  ?"  "  You  took  it,  aii<l 
I  only  kept  it  enug.  Wlico  in  the  night-time  yuu 
raptured  tile  fuot-Koldieni,  1  eased  their  commander  uf 
lUB  turban  and  sash,  lest  they  might  fall  iato  the  hamls 
of  another  ;  and,  when  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  polk 
yon  caught  tiint  swell  of  an  Aga,  I  rode  ap  to  thespoi 
where  he  lay  etiff  as  a  stock,  and  alao  took  up  his  tnr- 
han,  knowing  tliat  the  Turks  are  in  the  habit  of  hidii^r 
their  yellow-boys  there.  Besides  that,  ia  his  saddle 
I  found  two  handfula  of  gold ;  and  this  is  what  bat 
filled  onr  treasury.  I  said  nothing  about  it  t«  yon 
before,  for  fear  you  should  give  back  the  money  U 
the  Turks,  or,  wliat  was  more  likely,  gamble  it  anity, 
as  I  saw  that  you  had  begun  again  to  your  old  tcsile 
on  the  bironacH,  to  drive  away  ennui."  *'  Hear  me, 
Peter ;  the  money  is  thine,  aud  I  will  not  agree  M 
take  it  except  as  a  loan."  "  Why  should  it  be  mine- 
when  you  gained  it  at  the  risk  of  your  life  ?  Booty 
in  battle  is  neither  sin  nor  shame,  but  it  is  both  ginful 
and  shameful  to  plunder  one's  own  couDtrymen,  uid 
screw  it  out  of  their  provisions,  forage,  and  even  nut 
of  hospitals  I  God  be  with  them,  but  at  any  rate  tbia 
money  is  fairly  ours  I  Take  what  you  like.,  be  it  on 
loan,  or  be  it  your  own,  only  take  it :  tt  is  at  your  ditr- 

I  sold  my  horses,  but  kept  my  Turkish  arms  nod 
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accoutrements  in  memory  of  my  victory.  After  buy- 
ing a  comfortable  calash,  I  set  off  for  Moscow  to  re- 
cover my  health,  and  arrived  there  safe  in  the  end  of 
the  autumn. 
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'mm  the  Serrice. — Bemove  to  PeterBburgh Diffemirr 

bntwcrn  Petfraburgh  and  MiMCow  Society Wicbcd  dengn 

irnfortiinatr  young  woman lam  put  into  priu 

and  miser;  ma;  eub«Bl  together. 

On  ray  arrival  in  Moscow,  I  immediat«ly  flew  to  my 
mother  in  Ler  convent,  and  sbe  almost  fainted  for  joy 
at  seeing  me  with  a  token  of  distinction.  Bnt  my 
paleness  and  weakness  disquieted  her,  and  eLe  advised 
me  to  leave  the  army,  fearing  that  the  military  service 
might  completely  undermine  my  healtli.  Peace  wu 
concluded — my  worthy  Colonel  was  promoted  to  be  a 
General,  and  the  pol/c  given  to  another  ColoneL  J 
wished  on  ray  own  part  to  repose,  and  taste  die  plea* 
snres  of  quiet ;  so,  after  collecting  my  certificate!^  I 
gave  in  a  petition,  and  received  my  dismission,  with  Ut 
elevation  of  rank  and  pennission  to  wear  my  miifortn. 
After  visiting  all  my  acquaintances  and  patronesses 
who  already  knew  by  report  of  my  adventures,  and 
gave  me  a  flattering  reception,  I  began  to  ntirse  myself, 
and  did  not  leave  the  house  for  two  months.  My  mo- 
ther visited  me  every  <lay — after  consulting-  with  her, 
we  settled  that  I  should  set  off  for  Pctersburgb,  having 
now  a  fair  claim  to  patronage,  and  petition  for  soma 
comfortable  situation  which  might  afford  me  a  liveU- 
hood.  My  curiosity  was,  besides,  another  induce* 
ment  to  visit  that  famous  capital,  where  I   boped  als» 
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to  find  MeloTcoden  and  cousia  Annette,  who  had  at 
last  rejoine<l  her  Lusband  and  eettled  in  Petersburgli. 
My  health  being  re-established,  I  provided  myaelf  with 
letters  of  recommendation,  and  in  the  end  of  the  winter 
set  off  on  my  journey. 

I  arrived  in  the  night-time,  and  a1ig;hted  at  Demuth'e 
hotel.  Next  day  I  sallied  forth  through  the  town  in 
order  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the  bearings  of 
the  streets,  which  I  knew  from  the  plan.  The  univer- 
eal  cleanliness,  order,  and  a  certain  agreeable  plainness 
in  the  midst  of  luxury,  made  a  favourable  impression 
upon  mo,  and  gave  me  a  high  opinion  of  the  refine- 
ment of  the  inhabitants.  Here  I  met  with  no  Gothic 
equipages  as  in  Moscow,  nor  any  Harlequin  liveries  : 
neither  found  1  the  dirty  lanes  of  Moscow,  nor  g;ro- 
t^que  houses  with  monstrous  figures,  nor  filthy  shops 
aad  ruinous  huts  beside  gorgeous  and  empty  palaces. 
Before  this  time,  I  had  no  conception  of  an  European 
city,  and  only  now  saw  the  reason  why  the  inhabitants 
of  Petersbnrgh  call  Moscow  an  overgrown  village- 
It  is  true  Moscow  stands  before  Petersburgh  with  re- 
spect to  its  situation,  antiquities,  and  historical  recol- 
lections. Moscow  is  the  heart  of  Russia,  but  Petets- 
bui^h  is  the  head.  Moscow  is  the  same  to  the  people 
of  Russia  as  Rome  was  to  the  descendants  of  Romulus 
after  Constantine  the  Great  had  removed  the  seat  of 
empire  to  the  charming  Byzantium.  Moscow  is  the 
cradle  of  all  the  ancient  Uussian  families  :  on  the  other 
hand,  why  should  not  Petersburgh  be  dear  to  all  as 
long  as  the  name  of  Peter  the  Great  and  his  illustrious 
successors  is  cherished  in  our  memory  ?    Nevertheless 
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the  heart  always  beats  Htrongar  at  the  recoliectioM 
of  MoHcow.  Like  a  Mahometan  whose  faith  re- 
qnirpa  him  lo  make  a  pilgrimage,  at  least  once  in 
hiB  life,  to  Mecca,  a  true  UuHsiau  reckons  it  the 
mntit  Nacred  of  ilutiea  to  visit  Moacow.  Tlie  sight  of 
tlie  Kremlin  and  of  the  temples  of  God,  which,  it 
olden  time,  nniled  the  desires,  the  hopes,  the  joya, 
the  sorrows  of  our  ancestors,  feeds  the  soul,  and  ele- 
vates our  love  of  our  c«nntry. 

I  sought  out  cflusinAnnett*,  who  was  extremely  gM 
to  see  me.  She  introduced  me  to  her  husband,  an  un- 
wieldy fat  man,  with  a  Tartar  physiognomy,  whalived 
in  his  own  way,  without  troubling  himself  ahont  bii 
wife,  played  at  whist,  ate  and  drank  for  ten,  tid 
bnsied  himself  about  t'orf%-contracts  with  the  eiche- 
qner.  He  bowed  to  me  drily  enough,  begged  me  Itt 
visit  him,  and  leaving  me  alone  with  hU  wife,  set  off — 
to  eat  oysters.  Cousin  Annette  told  me  that  Mda- 
veeden  had  been  in  Petersburgh  with  his  wife  and. 
uncle,  for  the  purpose  of  cancelling  liis  tesiamentuy 
dispositiou,  and  various  writings  and  bills,  which 
Avdotya  Ivanovna  had  prevailed  upon  Iiini  to  sign, 
while  he  was  under  her  clutches.  Having  settled  all 
his  affiurs  successfully,  Meloveeden  resolved  lo  abu- 
don  for  ever  the  great  world  of  which  he  was  weary; 
he  bought  for  himself  a  charming  estate  on  the  aouibera 
coast  of  the  Crimea,  and  settled  there  along  with  bia 
uncle,  who  had  exchanged  his  old  hobbies  for  grand* 
patience,  *  and  the  Moscow  Gazette  ;  had  become  t 
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great  politician,  and  from  the  prophecies  of  Martin 
Zadek,  Albert  tlie  great,  and  Bruce'H  Calendar,*  fore- 
told gnat  changes  in  the  world.  Meloveeden  and  his 
wife  laid  it  down  as  a  rule  to  liijten  to  him  two  honrs  a 
lia-y,  and  for  that  Le  left  thcni  all  hia  property. 

Cousiu  Annette  introduced  me  into  suiue  houses  of 
the  best  society :  in  addition  to  this,  1  liad  letters  from 
many  persons  of  distiuction  in  Moscow,  and  thus  1 
sc>on  formed  an  extensive  circle  of  acqnaintance.  Pe- 
tersliui^h  society  in  in  general  niuch  colder  than  tijat  of 
Moscow,  and  in  every  hoose  attemptii  are  made  to 
carry  etiquette  and  punctilio  to  the  utmost.  The  pre- 
sence of  foreign  envoys  gives  to  society  a  sort  of  di- 
plomatic gravity  and  restraint  which  stiffens  and  strait- 
laces  social  intercourse.  Here  they  do  not  like  story- 
tellers, nor  good-fellows,  nor  people  who  liDiuse  llie 
company  by  their  talents,  who  are  so  much  sought 
after  in  Moscow.  In  Petersbui^h  every  one  mmit 
spealt  from  notes,  proceed  upon  plan,  and  appear 
in  the  Louse  when  he  is  wanted,  like  an  actor  iu  a 
comedy.  Here  every  acquaintance  is  an  object  of 
calculation,  and  is  valued  for  the  sake  of  Lis  conse- 
quence, his  connections,  or  his  family.  Every  one  looks 
on  his  acquaintances  an  steps  to  the  ladder  of  rank  or 

lomelimes  in  the  foim  of  letlers  \a  the  slpliabet,  sucli  as  ihs  ini. 
titla  dfthe  empi^rai'it  name  or  the  like. 

■  BruccwBa  descended  From  ■  Scotch  fimilf  claimini!  an  alli- 
ance iiilh  llie  blood  royd  orScolland  ;  he  waa  made  a  Count  by 
Peter  the  Great,  and  aeetni  to  have  imported  the  tecnnd  sight 
ream  his  native  counlrr  ;  for  an  aliDBQack  composed  by  him  still 
mainuiini  its  cri'dii  in  Kamia  fur  in  reniarkabie  prophecies,  many 
of  ivhich  ue  said  to  have  been  Hetually  iccampUahtd. 
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fortune,  and  gets  hold  of  es  many  bs  are  necessary  for 
him  to  reach  the  Humniit  of  his  wbhex.  Some  are  re- 
ceived becanae  they  are  necesBsry ;  others,  because 
they  serve  to  amase  npccsBBiy  people.     The  amiiM- 

ment  is card-playing ;  and  so,  he  who  can  play 

high,  is  received  into  society  in  order  to  form  a  party 
for  people  of  consequence.  Petersbui^li  passes  for  « 
musical  city,  or  to  speak  more  correctly,  for  a  dvf 
where  there  in  mnch  singing-  and  playing  upon  mnsieal 
instruments.  This  is  true,  but  hence  does  not  follow 
the  conclusion  that  there  are  here  many  real  CAnnins- 
seurs  and  amateurs  of  music.  They  play  cards  in 
order  to  avoid  speaking,  and  hear  music  for  the  seme 
reason  :  after  dinner,  the  snbject  of  coni'ersation  is — 
the  weather.  Nobody  likes  to  tell  his  mind  here,  be- 
cause every  one  is  seeking  or  expecting  something,  and 
in  such  a  predicament  dialogues  are  dangerous.  The 
frank  disconrsiveneas  of  Moscow,  the  freedom  from 
restraint  in  behaviour,  and  the  old-fashioned  Rosaian 
hospitality,  are  reckoned  here  unsulferabic  rudeness  and 
Gothic  barbarity.  Hero  they  bid  no  one  as  in  Mos- 
cow, at  first  Hight,  to  come  every  day  to  dinner,  and 
spend  every  evening,  but  invite  you  out  of  favour ;  hhJ, 
as  every  body  is  here  busy  about  something  or  nothing, 
you  must  not  visit  your  acquaintances  except  upon  set 
days  and  hours,  and  at  fixed  times.  In  Moscow  the 
langu^ie  of  high  life  is  a  strange  medley  of  French 
and  Russian  ;  but  in  Petershni^b,  you  do  not  bear  ■ 
word  of  Russian  :  you  must  speak  French  with  the 
pure  Parisian  accent,  and  the  smallest  blunder  agamsi 
the  rules  of  grammatical  precision  is  noted  as  ignorance. 
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In  Moscow  tliey  sometimes  epeak  of  UuHStan  liieratDre. 
tlie  RuBsian  journals  and  authors  ;  but,  in  Petersbargh, 
tbftt  is  a  murk  of  mauvaU  ton.  The  learning  of  tlie 
^reat  world  does  not  extend  farther  than  criticising 
French  literature  according  to  the  aystem  of  La  Haq)e, 
conning  over  the  articles  of  the  Journal  des  Dabats. 
end  reading  English  romanccH  in  the  original.  Not 
ane  Russian  writer  or  artist  of  eminence  is  received 
into  the  higher  circles,  unless  he  enjoys  the  special  pa- 
tronage of  some  man  of  note.  There  is  one  exception 
to  this  rule,  to  wit,  a  regard  for  Moscow  notability  : 
the  master  or  raistrexs  of  the  house,  nn  presenting  a  new 
man  not  known  in  tlie  Petershurgh  world,  apot<^izes 
by  saying  that  he  is  known  in  Moscow.  The  youth 
of  Peterabui^h,  even  before  they  come  to  matnrity, 
gather  an  air  of  coldness  in  their  behaviour,  which 
makes  young  people  particularly  insufferable  and  dic^a- 
greeabte.  They  make  their  friendships  not  &odi  any 
coincidence  of  taste  and  habits  of  thought,  but  Ironj 
the  importance  of  the  connexions  and  relations  of  their 
comrades.  Every  man  who  cannot  do  aJiything  fur 
them,  who  can  neither  help  them  forward  liimself,  nor 
put  them  in  the  way  by  means  of  his  friends,  iw 
reckoned  a  uselens  member  of  society :  they  betiave 
towards  Iiim  haughtily  and  even  shun  his  acquaintance 
The  females  also  are  subject  to  the  general  spirit  of 
piftce-hunting  ;  they  are  as  cold  in  their  demeanour  as 
the  gentlemen,  and,  to  say  the  least,  are  too  dead,  at 
any  rate,  so  tar  as  outward  appearance  goes.  Tender- 
ness and  sympathy  follow  the  fashion  like  bonnets. 
The  ladies  of  Moscow  scold  and  romp,  but  with  all 
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their  faults  they  have  hearts  which  feel,  as  well  aa 
hands  which  help.  Here  they  sigh,  talk  moat  seutj- 
mentolly  apon  morality,  and  set  latteries  ageing  for 
the  poor.  A  Petersburgh  ball  would  appear  to  be 
under  the  management  of  a  co-operalive  society  con- 
sisting  of  a  French  ballet-master,  a  Chinese  roaster  of 
the  cereiiionieH,  a.  Cierman  knight  of  a  rueful  counte- 
nance, and  an  Italian  scene-uiaker.  Every  thing  in 
ila  place,  eiiungh  of  every  thing,  but  more  than  all, 
ennui.  In  Moscow,  on  the  contrary,  they  sometimep 
dance  out  of  tact,  somelimes  the  mueicians  go  out  of 
tune,  sometimes  there  are  tallow-can  dies  amongst  the 
wax-lights,  sometimes  the  floor  creaks  in  the  daucing- 
Toom ;  after  a  hearty  snpper  there  is  sometimes  liw 
much  Champaign  drunk  ;  sometimes  there  is  more 
noise  at  a  bail  than  at  a  market :  however,  the  merri- 
ment arises  not  from  custom,  but  from  the  overflomng 
oftheheait:  people  come  to  town  expressly  for  ibe 
purpose  of  dancing  and  merry-making.  —  —  — 
But  I  have  made  too  long  a  digression,  and  have  for- 
gotten to  say  that  there  is  no  role  without  exception, 
and  that  every  thing  which  is  here  mentioned  in  a  gene- 
ral Bense  must  be  understood  only  in  part. 

I  played  high  at  whist,  danced,  spoke  the  purest 
French,  sang  and  played  the  piano-forte  at  domestic 
concerts,  rode  in  a  carriage  with  four  hones,  and  bail 
connexions  with  Moscow,  tjiat  ia  to  eay,  I  could  t«ik 
for  half  an  hoar  with  the  lady  of  the  house  concerning 
her  Moscow  relations  and  acquaintances ;  conaeqaeDtlf 
I  was  received  and  invited  every  where.  But  accn»- 
tomed  to  the  friendly  and  flattering  attentiouB  of  Mas- 
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cow  society,  I  was  wearied  with  frequenting  Iioubpm 
where  the  entertainers  hardly  vouchsafed  me  a  look, 
or  question  about  my  health,  or  remark  about  the 
weather.  I  was  necessary  to  no  one,  and  those  who 
received  me  thought  they  conferred  an  obli<;ation  upon 
me.  Besides,  1  perceived  that  a  party  was  forming 
inimical  to  me,  composed  of  malicious  old  men  and 
youth  infected  witb  intolerable  pride. 

The  friendship  of  cousin  Annette,  and  the  email  but 
excellent  circle  of  her  acquaintance,  made  np  to  me  for 
the  dis^st  which  1  felt  at  the  great  world,  in  wliicli 
Annette  appeared  merely  for  the  sake  of  convenience. 
Summer  came,  the  town  emptied,  every  body 
went  to  their  country'Seats,  and  still  I  had  done  no- 
thing for  myself.  Cousin  Aimette  advised  me  to 
gain,  in  the  6rst  place,  the  good  graces  of  some  notable 
stateenian,  and  after  that  be  on  the  outlook  for  a  place. 
The  statesmen  were  extremely  condescending  towards 
me  at  the  card-table,  and  in  conversations  about  the 
■  weather ;  but  I  had  sewcely  hinted  in  the  most  distant 
manner  my  wishes  to  make  myself  useful  to  my  coun- 
try, and  avouihed  my  zeal  for  the  public  welfare, 
when  the  face  of  the  statesman  put  on  such  a  cold  ap- 
pearance, that  the  blood  almost  froze  in  my  veins.  I 
would  sooner  throw  myself  into  a  thicket  of  sabres 
than  try  to  melt  out  of  a  heart  of  ice  a  drop  of  sympa- 
thy for  my  fate.  Tfie  ladies  would  only  interfere  on 
behalf  of  their  own  relations,  and  so  1  resolved  to  wait 
with  patience  till  something  should  cast  up  in  my  fa- 
One  day  having  gone  out  in  the  morning,  and  ro- 
L  5 
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tUTTimg  home  to  drees  for  a  dinner  to  which  I  was  ut- 
nled,  I  found  a  letter  in  French,  in  a  female's  hand 
of  writing,  of  the  following  purport.  "  I  knoir  thai 
yon  are  as  discreet  as  yon  are  amiable.  Cotne  t»- 
night  at  twelve  o'clock,  to  the  village  of  Emelyanovka 
heyond  Yekatereenhof.  Leave  your  carri^e  at  tLe 
end  of  the  village,  and  proceed  alone  on  foot  by  the 
waterside.  There  in  a  solitary  cabin,  above  the  nin- 
doWB  of  which  you  will  see  a  bunch  of  fresh  twigs,  a 
person  waits  yon  who  takes  a  very  lively  interest  in 
your  fate.  Circumstances  oblige  her  to  conceal  herself 
and  to  be  your  friend  in  secret.  Come,  and  you  will 
learn  all." 

A  love  intrigue,  thought  I.  And  so,  notwithstand' 
ing  all  their  prudery,  and  eyes  which  cannot  look  up 
in  the  presence  of  a  stranger  of  the  other  sex,  the  la- 
dies here  have  apenchant  for  solitary  places  out  of 
town  I  O  those  country-honsea,  what  a  charming  in- 
vention !  One  may  observe  all  due  decorum — may  go 
out  for  sn  airing  to  a  solitary  summer-house,  hired  in 
the  name  of  some  obsequious  dependent,  take  a  trip  to 
the  colonists  to  drink  cream,  &c.  &c.  Excellent,  ex- 
cellent, tliought  I  ;  this  will  be  some  relaxation  K 
make  np  for  my  ennui.  I  resolved  ta  go  to  iJie  place 
of  rendeEvouH. 

At  twelve  o'clock  I  was  at  the  appointed  place, 
found  the  solitary  cabin,  knocked  at  the  wicket,  an 
old  woman  opened  it,  and  I  <;ntered  the  cottage.  In 
the  first  apartment  1  found  no  one  except-  a  footman 
who  stood  at  the  folding  doors  :  he  immediately  rtqi- 
ped  them  to  behind  him,  and  went  out  into  the  porch 
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as  eoon  as  I  crossed  the  threshold.  At  this  very  ino- 
ment  three  unknown  men  came  out  of  the  inner  room, 
and  one  of  them  accostiug  me,  begged  me  to  ait  dowu 
on  a  stool  heaide  him,  and  listen  to  what  he  had  to 
say.  I  was  somewhut  fluttered  at  this  sudden  and  un- 
expected scene,  but  1  resolved  patiently  to  await  the 
iesne.  "  Ivan  Ivaiioveetch,"  said  the  unknown  person 
to  me,  "  it  depends  now  upon  yourself  alone  either  to 
make  or  mar  your  fortune  irrevocably.  Though  not 
born  iu  lawful  wedlock,  you  belong  to  a  family  which 
wishes  to  do  something  for  yon.  If  you  are  willing  to 
sign  thie  paper,  and  acknowledge  it  here  in  the  notary's 
book,  by  that  step  you  will  make  up  for  the  injustice 
of  one  of  the  members  of  tbis  respectable  family ;  you 
will  receive  immediately  twenty  thousand  roubles 
ready  money,  and  besides,  you  will  all  your  life-time 
enjoy  the  patronage  of  persona  of  great  weight  ;  you 
will  procure  such  a  situation  as  you  want :  you  will 
have  ranks  and  orders  :  you  will  get  richly  married  : 
in  a  word,  you  will  be  a  lucky  man.  If  you  refuse, 
yonr  ruin  is  inevitable.  Proofs  of  heavy  offences  will 
be  brought  against  you,  and  not  to  mention  Siberia, 
you  may  even  fare  worse.  You  are  nobody :  you 
stand  by  yourself  alone,  without  family,  without  pa- 
trona(;e  :  your  acquaintances  will  leave  you  on  the 
first  breath  of  misfortune,  and  the  ladies  who  have  as- 
wsted  you  in  your  small  affairs  wdl  shun  you  a#  a  cri- 
minal on  whom  the  disposers  of  wealth  and  power  have 
set  the  stamp  of  reprobation.     Make  up  your  mind — 

here  are  the  papers  and  ink — sign  them and  God 

be  with  you  I     The  money  you  may  take  first  if  you 
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chnse — here  it  is  !"  While  one  of  the  unknown  per- 
R(Kis  was  speaking,  another  placed  upon  the  table  two 
sheets  of  Btomped  paper  full  of  writiag,  and  a  lai^ 
book,  while  the  third  counted  out  the  bank-noteB' 
After  a  short  pause,  I  replied :  "  JMy  good  Sir,  ifyunr 
business  had  been  fair,  your  proper  course  would 
havn  been  to  lay  tile  proposals  before  me  without  any 
diH^ise.  lu  the  first  place  I  beg  you  will  inform  me 
what  family  requires  nie  to  expiate  the  injustice  of  one 
of  itu  members  ?  I  know  that  I  ani  indebted  for  my 
being  to  Prince  Ivan  AlesnndroTeetch  Meeloelamky, 
the  last  of  his  race.  He  died  of  his  wounds  without 
IvDDwing  even  of  my  existence,  leaving  my  mother 
with  child.  His  property  was  divided  into  four  parU 
among  his  second  nephews,  of  whom  I  know  nothing, 
as  tliey  were  educated  in  foreign  parts,  and  serve  now 
in  embassies.  1  was  never  on  terms  of  correspondence 
with  the  relations  of  my  deceased  fatiier,  nor  ever  had 
any  intercourse  with  them  in  the  way  of  business.  And 
so  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  allow  me  to  read  the 
papers  which  I  have  to  sign,  and  after  that  to  consider 
well  their  contents  before  I  resolve  upon  any  thing.  It 
is  of  no  USE  to  frighten  me  with  fiiberia,  and  with 
ptmishment  for  fictitious  crimes.  Know  that  I  am 
not  spruDg  from  a  cotvardly  stock ;  my  merits  wilt 
speak  for  themselves  ;  and  I  will  find  protection  in  the 
laws  of  my  country."  After  saying  this,  I  rose  and 
went  up  to  the  table  in  order  to  take  the  papers ;  but 
one  of  the  unknown  persaas  immediately  Huatciieil  then) 
up  and  put  them  into  bis  bosom.  "  And  so  yon  do  not 
~  cliuse  to  sign  ?"  asked  the  first  unknown.     **  I  will 
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siga  nothing  without  reading'  it,"  replied  I.  "  That 
is  your  last  word  I"  •  "  The  last."  "  Yon  have  then 
yourself  to  blame,"  said  the  unknown.  He  ordered 
the  carriage.  Some  minntea  we  passed  in  silence  :  a 
coach  suddenly  drew  up  at  the  door,  and  looking 
through  the  window,  I  perceived  a  female  sitting  in  it. 
The  three  uiiknown  persons  took  up  the  book,  went 
hastily  out  of  the  cottage,  seated  themselves  in  the 
coach,  and  set  off.      1  remained  alone  in  the  house. 

The  peasant-landlord  and  an  old  woman,  his  mother, 
asked  me  if  I  did  not  please  to  pass  the  n^ht  there  ? 
"  Who  hires  these  lodgings  ?"  asked  I.  "  That  is 
what  we  do  not  know,  father,"  replied  the  peasant  : 
the  house  has  stood  empty  upon  our  hand  all  summer, 
and  jresterday  some  gentry  came  here  and  hired  it  for 
a  single  day,  dined  here,  and  off  they  have  gone. 
I  think  ^ou  should  know  better  who  they  be."  I  left 
the  house  and  went  away  hurriedly  towards  my  car- 
riage, bewildered  in  tfjought  about  this  extraordinary 
adventure.  Going  down  to  the  sea-shore,  and  passing 
by  some  bushes,  1  heard  a  rustling ;  I  looked  that  way, 
and  the  same  moment  a  shot  was  fired  ;  the  ball 
whizzed  by  my  head.  The  night  was  clear  ae  day. 
On  a  sudden,  a  man  rose  up  from  among  the  bushes, 
and  I  recognized  Vorovaateen  I 

He  set  off  as  fast  as  he  could  run  among  the  brush- 
wood, and  in  his  flight  loaded  his  piece.  Being  nn- 
armed  I  did  not  venture  to  follow  him,  but  ran  to  the 
spot  where  I  had  left  my  carriage.     I  did  not  find  it, 
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bat  perceiving  in  ilie  sand  the  marka  of  its  having  been 

tnmeJ,   1  conjectured   that  it   hcul  probably  b«en  sent 

back  to  town  by  the  evil-minded  persona.     I  sn&tcfaed 

up  a  cudgel,  and  went  along  the  aea-shore  to  Yeka- 

tereenhof. 

Walking  at  a  quick  pace,  and  frequently  looking 
about  me  for  fear  of  pursuit  or  ambash,  about  half- 
way 1  heard  a  rustling  in  the  wood.  Summoning  an 
all  nty  preseni'^  of  mind,  i  resolved  to  face  a  danger 
which  it  was  tmpostiible  tu  avoid,  bein^  convinced  ilmi 
in  B  decisive  moment  boldnesg  will  generally  baffle  ihe 
moM  nkilful  calculation.  Shouldering  my  cudgel  I 
plunged  into  the  wood  where  I  saw  something  fly  past, 

and  there  1  fonnd a  female. 

"  Have  pity  upon  me,  ah,  have  pity  upon  me !" 
exclaimed  she  :  "  I  am  unfortunate  enough  already."  I 
stopped,  thunderstruck.  That  voice  was  known  to 
my  heart :  it  touched  me  and  put  my  blood  in  motion. 
It  seemed  m  if  I  heard  the  voice  of  Groonya.  I  took 
the  female  by  the  arm,  silently  led  her  out  of  the  wood, 
looked  her  in  the  face,  and  a  sudden  thrill  weni 
through  every  nerve,  and  vein,  and  artery.  A  mud 
in  the  very  bloom  of  youth,  charming  as  an  angel, 
stood  before  me ;  and  putting  her  liands  upon  her 
breastfl,  with  her  eyea  prayed  for  sympathy.  I  looked 
upon  her,  but  could  not  pronomice  a  word.  Her  dark 
nut-brown  hair  was  dishevelled,  and  hung'  carelessl]' 
over  her  shoulders.  Her  long  eye-lashes  were  wet  vidi 
tean  ;  her  deep  azure  eyes  reminding  me  of  the  be- 
witching eyea  of  Groonya,  eJfpreased  fear  and  hope  : 
her  charming  mouth  was  half-open  and  seemed  reaily 
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to  cry  for  mercy.  She  was  dreesod  in  white,  and 
coyered  with  b.  dark  mantle.  "  What  do  yon  here  in 
the  wood  alone,  and  at  this  hour  ?"  asked  I  at  last. 
"  I  fled  from  decrit,  from  treachery,  from  debanchery, 
and  I  do  not  know  where  to  conceal  myself ;  1  am 
afraid  to  return  alone  to  the  town,  and  1  have  no 
place  of  refuge  whereto  laymy  headi"  "  Come  along 
with  me  ;  1  will  be  your  guide  and  protector.  Here 
have  I  also  met  with  deceit,  treachery,  and  aasasBinB." 
Without  waiting  for  an  answer  from  the  young  woman, 
I  took  her  by  the  arm  and  puUed  her  along.  Her  arm 
trembled  in  mine  ;  with  inquietude  she  gazed  npon  me, 
and  hurriedly  followed  me.  I  stopped.  "  You  are 
afraid  of  me,"  said  I :  "  I  awear  by  God,  and  by  the 
honour  of  a  Russian  officer,  that  I  have  no  bad  inten- 
tion towards  you  :  I  am  ready  to  Bacrifice  my  life  for 
the  protection  of  your  honour,  and  while  I  am  alire, 
no  one  shall  dare  to  touch  you."  "  I  believe  you," 
said  the  young  woman  ;  '■  be  my  guardian  angel ;  1 
am  unfortnnate,  very  unfortunate  !" 

I  was  in  such  confnsion  that  I  could  speak  no  more, 
and  went  along  silently,  holding  her  arm.  At  the 
end  of  the  village  which  borders  on  Yekatereenhof,  I 
perceived  my  carriage.  My  hired  footman  was  sleep- 
ing on  the  gra$s,  the  coacliman  and  vorreiter  were 
slnmbering  on  their  seats.  I  awakened  them.  "  Why 
hast  tbou  left  the  place  where  I  ordered  thee  to  wait  ?" 
asked  I  the  footman.  "  1  was  ordered,  in  yonrname, 
to  set  off  for  Yekalereenhof."  "Who  ordered  thee  ?" 
"  A  footman  dressed  in  livery  and  gold  lace."  My 
conjectures  were  confirmed.     I  requested  the  young 
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woman  to  ait  down  in  tlie  catrioge.  She  obeyed!  in 
Hilence.  "  What  do  you  mean  to  <lo  witli  tne  ?"  swd 
she,  bursting  into  ienn  when  she  heard  me  order  the 
coachman  to  drivt;  into  town  at  full  speed.  '■  I  told 
yon  that  I  have  no  place  of  refuge.  I  am  a  poor  or- 
phan thrown  by  fate  on  the  world,  without  a  home." 
"  Be  comforted  :  I  am  a  bachelor :  I  will  not  dare  to 
take  you  to  my  own  house.  I  will  procure  yon  i 
shelter  with  a  respectable  lady :  but  I  beg  you  will 
not  conceal  your  condition  from  me,  but  tell  me  tlie 
particulars  of  your  iniBfortune."  "  Without  donbc,  I 
must  tell  you  every  thing  which  has  happened  to  me; 
but  give  me  your  word  not  to  pnrsue  tbe  people  wha 
threw  me  into  the  condition  in  which  you  bave  fomd 
me."     "  I  give  you  my  word."     "  Listen  then." 

"  My  father  bad  the  rank  of  staif'OlEceT,  and  nc 
a  poor  nobleman.  He  Ecrved  as  secretary  with  a  func- 
tionary who  was  married  to  a  ricb  widow  baring  ■ 
daughtt^r  by  her  first  marriage :  this  daughter  was  my 
mother.  The  secretary  fell  in  love  witb  bb  snperior'a 
Btep-daughter,  and  was  loved  in  return.  Tbe  loren 
having  no  hope  of  getting  the  consent  of  the  prgod 
step-father,  married  secretly.  I  may  say  in  a  few 
words,  that  the  marriage  was  discovered,  the  daoghur 
turned  out  of  doors,  and  disinherited  in  favour  of  the 
children  by  the  second  marriage.  My  father  at  the 
same  time  was  expelled  from  the  service. 

"  Workmg  hard  for  a  subsistence,  he  died  five  yean 
ago.  My  mother  employed  herself  in  my  education, 
taught  me  foreign  languages,  music,  needlework,  anil 
gaine<t  a  livelihood  by  taking  in  woric,  and  by  ^vin^ 
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lessoQB  in  a  female  board ing-achool.  It  is  now  two 
years  since  she  died,  leaving  me  a  friendless,  house- 
less orphan  1"  At  these  words  the  young  woman  wept 
bitterly.      After  a  short  pause  she  continued, 

"  The  boarding-school  in  which  my  mother  gave 
lessons  no  more  existed.  I  knew  no  one  in  the  town 
except  a  Frenchwoman,  who  kept  a  dressmaker's  shop, 
to  which  1  carried  my  mother's  work  for  sale.  I  went 
to  the  Frenchwoman,  and  with  tears  be^ed  her  to 
receive  me  into  her  workshop.  She  complied  with  my 
request,  and  gave  me  a  respectable  situation  amoog 
her  sempstresses ;  she  caressed  me,  gave  me  good 
cloibe$,  and  behaved  towards  me  in  general  better 
than  to  the  other  sempstresses.  I  wrote  to  Moscow 
to  my  grandmotlier,  representing  to  her  my  uufortuuate 
condition,  but  received  no  answer.  Two  years  1  lived 
there  comfortably.  Yesterday  I  completed  my  sixteenth 

"  My  mistress  presented  me  with  a  new  gown  on 
my  birth-day,  caressed  me  more  than  usual,  seated  me 
beside  herself  at  tlinner,  took  me  an  airing  with  her 
out  of  town,  and  in  the  evening,  calling  me  into  her 
room,  said  :  "  Oleenka  !  Here  is  a  basket  with  a 
ball-dress,  which  you  will  take  with  you  i[i  my  car- 
riage to  a  country- bouse  on  the  Peterbof  road,  where 
that  old  man  lives  who  comes  here  so  often,  and 
Speaks  so  kindly  to  you.  This  gown  is  for  one  of 
his  daughterti.  From  this  time  you  will  have  to  fill 
the  situation  ofmy  assistant,  and  go  my  errands.  Tbe 
gsDtry  like  when  such  sweet  creatures  as  you  call 
npon  them,  and  pay  mncli  better  than  they  do  old 
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women  like  me.  Be  reBpectfoI,  my  good  g;irl  ;  don't 
be  shy  ;  know  and  recoUect  that  you  ar«  oot  nglr, 
and  team  to  take  advanti^  of  yoar  beauty.  Yootfa 
does  not  come  twice  in  a,  lifetime." 

"  Not  dnriiig  to  diaobey  iny  niistreBS,  I  took  np  the 
baaket,  seated  toyaelf  intfaecnrris^,  and  set  off  niukr 
the  guidance  of  the  coachman.  I  was  well  acquBiDt«d 
with  the  features  of  the  old  roan  to  whose  house  my 
mistress  sent  me,  but  did  not  know  his  name.  He 
bought  and  ordered  a  great  deal  at  our  shop,  made 
preaentH  of  confectiana  to  the  sempstresses,  and  be- 
haved towards  uh  Tery  kindly  and  respectfully,  ll 
was  rather  late  before  I  arrived  at  his  country  hoDsei 
A  footman  took  me  into  the  hall,  and  be^ed  ine  to 
follow  him  into  the  inner  rooms.  Thinking  he  w« 
conducting  me  to  the  young  ladies,  I  followed  him 
boldly,  till  I  found  myself  in  the  old  man's  cabinet 
He  was  sitting  in  his  sofa  in  his  moming-gown,  beside 
a  table  laid  out  with  fruit,  preserros,  and  wine.  "  Sil 
down  here,  my  angel,"  said  he  :  "  But  where  are  tin 
young  latlies  ?"  asked  I,  in  confusion,  not  knowing  wliy. 
"  They  will  be  here  immediately,  but  tnke  a  seat  wid 
don't  be  obstinat«  I"  I  seated  myself  on  a  diair,  bw 
the  old  man  dragged  me  to  the  sofa,  and  plied  me 
with  fruit  and  wine.  I  refused  the  wine,  but,  not  u 
offend  him,  took  a  little  fruit.  He  began  to  pat  my 
cheeks  with  his  hand :  in  consideration  of  bia  yews 
I  took  no  notice  of  that ;  but  when  he  proceeded  to 
take  liberties  which  were  oot  filling  either  for  him 
or  for  me,  I  indignantly  started  from  my  seat,  and 
attempted  to  leave  the  room.     The  old  man  laid  bold 
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of  my  arm,  and  said :  "  I  say,  my  linar,  you  must  not 

be  cbildisb  or  olistinate :     Love  me  and  your 

happineHS  is  fixed  for  ever  and  aye  I"  I  looked  at 
him  contemptQonsly,  and  could  not  say  a  word  A-om 
excess  of  indignation.  The  old  man  continued  :  "  I 
haTe  an  old  and  ill-tempered  wife,  and  if  thou  wilt 
sweeten  my  life  with  thy  love,  I  will  give  thee  the  first 
day  thirty  thonaand  roubles, and,by  a  r^ular  document, 
bind  myself  to  pay  thee  an  annuity  of  ten  thousand. 
Thou  art  Btill  so  young,  that,  ton  years  after  this, 
thou  mayest  easily  find  a  husband ;  and,  if  thou  be 
constant  to  me  during  that  time,  I  promise  thee  to 
add  in  the  tenth  year  other  thirty  tliousand."  My  pa- 
tience forsook  me.  "  How  dare  you  propose  to  me 
ignomitiy  and  prostitDtion  ?"  exclaimed  I.  "  You  have 
certainty  never  known  any  honest  woman  in  yonr  life- 
time, when  yoQ  venture  to  sappose  that  love  may  be 
bought  for  filthy  lucre.  Are  you  not  ashamed,  con- 
aidering  your  years,  and  that  you  are  a  married  man, 
to  think  of  seducing  a  poor  young  woman  ?"  "  But 
thy  mistress,  my  love,  has  already  sold  thee  to  me. 
Thou  art  owing  her  for  clothing,  and  for  maintenance." 
"  My  mistress  is  as  despicable  a  creature  as  thou  art  I" 
said  1,  putting  away  his  hand,  and  when  he  ottempled 
to  stop  my  retreat,  shoving  him  so  that  he  fell  down 
upon  the  soliu  "  Dishonourable  tempter  I"  said  I, 
standing  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  and  taking  a  knife 
into  my  liands  ;  "  Let  me  go,  or  I  will  l«Hch  yua 
bow  you  injure  a,  Russian  gentlewoman.  Know  that 
I  am  the  daughter  of  the  connsellor  of  comt,  Alex- 
ander Uralaky,  and  of  the  general's  daughter,  Eugenia 
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SlsTcen.  I  am  thy  equal  in  birth,  and  thy  superior 
in  nobility  of  feeling.  Let  me  go,  yon  sconndrel  !"■ 
I  had  scarcely  named  my  parents,  nrben  the  uld  man 
covered  his  face  with  liis  heiidtj,  and  exclaiming,  "  My 
God !"  ran  into  the  other  room.  Not  being  able  to 
open  the  doors,  and  not  daring  to  go  into  the  room 
to  wbich  the  old  :nait  hud  retired,  I  opened  the  win- 
dow, jumped  into  the  garden,  and  found  a  wicket 
which  opened  into  the  road.  Of  the  nei^boun  I 
asked  who  Uvea  in  that  house,  and  learned  that  my 
tempter  waa  Graheelen,  my  {.Tandm other's  husband, 
the  monster  who  deprived  my  mother  of  her  inhai< 

"  Graheelen  !"  exclaimed  I :  "  that  rascal  I  knew 
from  my  childhood.  My  God,  what  a  strange  tab; !' 
Olga  continued : — 

"  Amidst  my  distraction  and  indignation,  I  did  not 
kuow  what  to  do  with  myself.  I  was  afraid  to  go  to- 
wards the  town  for  fear  of  the  rascal  pnrsuing  me;  so 
I  took  the  opposite  direction.  Perceiving  a  road  on 
the  right,  I  struck  into  it  without  thinking  whiter 
it  might  lead  me,  and  at  last  found  myself  in  a  wood. 
1  waited  vn  opportunity  till  I  should  see  some  gvoil 
people  going  past.  Some  carriages  passed  along  ibe 
road,  hut  nobody  else  appeared.  I  began  to  lose  hop^ 
and  resolved  to  pass  the  night  in  the  ivood,  when  on 
a  sudden  you  came  up,  and  made  directly  towards  me. 
I  was  terrified,  hnt  when  you  looked  into  mv  eyes, 
my  fear  vanished,  and  1  felt,  I  do  not  know  right,  nol 
,  but  something  terrible,  and  at  the  same  tim# 
consoling.     1  was  afraid  of  a  person  of  the  other  eei. 
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but  my  heart  whispered  to  me  that  1  had  Ibund  a  ge- 
nerous protector.  In  your  eyes  I  read  that  you  will 
not  injure  me." 

"  Your  heart  guessed  right,  Olga  Alexaodrovna : 
henceforth  I  ara  your  father,  brother,  and  protector  I 
Kely,  io  all  things,  on  God  and  on  me.  As  long  as  I 
lire,  you  shall  want  for  nothing,  and  I  ask  nothing  of 
you  in  return,-— noti ling  but  the  favour  that  you  will 
believe  me  that  I  am  ready  to  risk  my  life  for  you, 
without  being  actuated  by  selfish  motives.  Do  you 
believe  me  ?"  She  squeezed  my  hand,  and  in  tears, 
said  :  "  I  believe  you  are  a  noble  man :  God  will  re- 
ward you  I"  I  ordered  the  coachman  to  drive  to  the 
good  cousin  Aneta'a. 

It  was  by  this  time  three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
All  in  the  house  were  asleep,  but  1  ordered  them 
immediately  to  awaken  the  hostess.  She  came  to  me 
shuddering  from  fear,  thinking  that  something  extra- 
ordinary had  happened  to  me.  I  said  nothing  of  my 
adventure  in  the  solitary  house,  as  Cousin  Anela  did 
not  know  the  secret  of  my  birth ;  I  merely  related 
to  her  Oleenka's  story.  The  kind  and  worthy  Aneta 
glsdly  rec«ived  her  into  her  bouse,  and  thanked  me 
for  bringing  the  unfortunate  girl,  as  if  I  had  con- 
ferred a  favour  upon  herself.  Noble  woman  1  I  re- 
turned home  quite  distracted. 

Of  course  I  did  not  sleep.  I  was  in  love.  Oleenka 
had  kindled  a  Same  within  me,  not  such  a  blazing, 
devouring  passion,  as  the  bewitching  Groonya  bad 
rmsed  in  my  heart,  bnt  a  love,  sweet  and  tender, 
which  knows  no  other  desire  but   the   happiness  of 
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the  beloved  object,  and  excites  not  a  single  eaithly 
Uiought  connected  with  external  charms.  Oleentu 
seemed  to  me  to  l>ear  a  considerable  resemblance  to 
Groonys,  bat  in  kucIi  b  way  as  if  Groonya's  picture 
had  been  drawn  with  the  look  of  an  aiigel,  and  aa 
expression  of  modesty  which  was  n'anting  in  ber. 
Groonya'a  beauty  was  splendid ;  Oleenka's  was  mell* 
ing.  Groonya'a  looka  devoured  the  heart  and  pnttbe 
blood  into  a  feverish  motion  ;  Oleenka's  looks  ponred 
into  the  eoul  a  soft  delight.  It  seemed  to  me  thai  1 
fell  in  love  with  Oleenka  on  accmmt  of  her  likeneea 
to  Groonya;  but  at  the  same  time  I  felt  that  if  ^ 
had  been  an  exact  likeness  of  Groonya,  I  cuuld  not 
have  loved  her  as  I  did.  Oleenka  appeared  to  ma 
the  ideal  of  beauty  which  had  long  exiBCcd  in  my  inut- 
pnatioD,  and  which  I  songht  in  ray  heart.  Was  ool 
my  love  to  Groonya  first  occasioned  by  that  reeem' 
blance  to  the  idol  of  my  fancy,  which  at  last  I  fbimd 
in  Oleenka  ? 

When  1  bad  no  more  strength  to  tliink,  I  fell  asleep: 
1  was  agitated  with  strange  dreams.  A  serpent  of » 
frightful  size  attempted  to  devour  me.  I  awoke  aX  fonr 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  alarmed  and  restless  ;  my 
heart  beat  strongly,  and  at  that  moment  Petroff  enter- 
ed the  room  and  said  :  "  Your  honour  I  The  polire- 
officers  require  you  immediately  to  dress  yoBrself> 
Here  they  are." 

One  of  them  annoimced  that  he  ha<l  orders  to  seal 
up  my  papers,  and  to  take  me  with  }iim  to  the  town- 
prison.  "  Was  it  told  you  what  I  wn  accused  of?" 
*'  No,    but   you  will   learn  that  soon."      Gneasiiig 
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whence  this  blow  had  come,  1  hastily  dressed  myself, 
and  leaving  two  other  officers  in  possession  of  my  lodg- 
ings, I  ordered  Petroff  to  go  to  cousin  Aneta's  and  tell 
her  what  had  happened  to  me,  and  to  wait  in  her  honse 
(ill  the  affair  should  come  to  an  issue. 

lu  the  prison  I  was  conducted  into  a  separate  room, 
and  told  that  if  1  had  money  I  might  live  as  I  pleased ; 
I  was  only  to  he  kept  within  the  walls.  In  an  hour 
after,  cousin  Aneta  came,  along  with  Oleenka.  Pe- 
troff was  with  them.  They  were  allowed  to  see  me  in 
the  receiving  room  in  the  presence  of  the  tumkej^. 
Aneta's  countenance  shewed  tlie  state  of  her  mind  ; 
Oleenka  could  not  restrain  her  tears  ;  Petroff  looked 
grave  and  grim.  "  Wliat  have  you  done  ?"  asked 
Aneta.  "  A  hellish  plot  of  my  relations  which  I  do 
not  quite  undersfand,  but  have  some  faint  conjectures. 
I  swear  to  you  upon  my  honour  that  1  am  guilty  of  no- 
thing. Let  us  have  patience  1  Tliey  will  not  punish 
me  without  a  trial,  and  then  I  shall  learn  of  what  I 
&m  accused,  and  have  an  opportunity  to  justify  iny- 
aelf." 

I  took  Home  money  from  Petroff,  and  begged  Anets 
not  to  come  to  me  in  prison  for  fear  of  endangering  her 
reputation.  "  You  do  not  know  women,  when  you 
speak  in  that  way,"  replied  Aneta  ;  "  female  friend- 
ahip  is  known,  where  the  friendship  of  the  other  sex 
vanishes,  and  we  free  ourselves  from  all  restraint  to 
fly  to  the  Euccanr  of  the  uafonnnate.  No,  my  dear 
Aiend,  I  will  not  forsake  you."  "  Nor  I,"  said  Oleen- 
ka, in  tears :  "  you  are  my  deliverer  and  benefactor." 
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sighs    deprived  her  of 


She  could  not  say  more- 

We  were  obli^d  to  separate,  in  order  to  free  tlw 
attendant  from  the  painful  duty  of  being  a  witnesB  at 
the  outpouring  of  our  friendship.  "  Your  honour."  slid 
Petroff,  "  I  did  not  leave  you  on  the  field  of  battle 
and  will  not  abandon  you  now,  whatever  may  bappeK 
Let  your  euemiea  beat  the  alann  as  they  like.  Fetrof 
will  remain  by  you,  till  death  strikes  his  evening 
drums  I  A  Ragsian  soldier  does  not  leave  bis  wsuk 
in  tbe  bour  of  danger  !" 

Three  weeks  I  passed  in  confinement,  in  coropai^ 
with  the  guilty  and  guiltless.  I  saw  hnmantty  d^ 
graded,  and  virtue  unfortunate  :  I  Baw  vices  and  weilt- 
nesses,  but  I  have  no  inclination  to  describe  them.  Let 
a  dark  veil  cover  tbis  receptacle  of  eorrows.  V/hf 
should  I  lay  open  afresh  tbe  wounds  which  my  feel- 
mgs  receired  from  tbe  bearing  of  Crimea  and  tbe  wit- 
nessing of  scenes  which,  like  pestilential  herbs,  ron^l 
the  moral  atmosphere  ?  I  leave  it  to  a  man  with  ■ 
heart  tempnTcd  by  experience,  with  a  soul  cooled  bjr 
an  intimacy  with  vice  in  its  most  horrid  forms,  lo 
draw  a  living  picture  of  the  inside  of  a,  prison. 

Cousin  Aneta  came  every  day  along-  with  Ole^nka 
to  visit  me,  Petroff  nerer  left  me  eicept  8t  nighb 
I  heard  that,  in  public,  people  were  afraid  to  men- 
tion my  name,  and  that  my  fashionable  acqaain- 
tances  blamed  themselves  for  having  known  me.  Only 
a  few  good  ladies  look  my  part,  and  would  not  befot^ 
hand  condemn  me,  for  crimes  of  which  nobody  knew. 
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One  day  Aneta  being  unwell  could  not  make  her 
usual  visit,  and  aeut  Oleenka  alone.  The  attendant, 
wboae  duty  it  was  to  watch  ub  upon  these  occasions, 
being  conTinced  that  our  conversation  was  harmless, 
pennitted  us  at  last  to  speak  alone,  and  retired  to  a 
comer  :  upon  this,  I  left  the  room  altogether,  and 
availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  sound  Oleenka'e 
inclinations  towards  me.  "  Olga  Aleximdrovna  I"  said 
-1,  "  you  do  not  despite  me  in  my  degraded  condi- 
tkui?"  She  looked  upon  me  emphatically.  *' De- 
spiee  you  !"  said  ^he  ;  "  but  call  me  plain  '  Oleenka.' 
I  am  vexed  when  you  behave  so  ceremoniously,  ae  if 
I  was  a  stranger."  "  You  feel  compassion  for  me, 
dear  Oleenka  I  But  perhaps  we  will  have  to  bo  parted 
for  ever  —  —  —  I  must  confess  to  you  that  I 
cannot  live  without  you,  that  I  will  die  if  1  be  snatch- 
ed from  you  I"     "  Snatched  from  you,  parted  from  you 

never  I"   exclaimed  Oleenka,  and  on  a   sudden 

blushed  an<l  held  down  her  head.  "  I  am  persi^cuted 
by  people  of  great  influence,"  said  I.  "  1  am  a 
friendless  orphan  as  well  as  yourself.  They  threaten  to 
send  me  to  Siberia."  "  I  will  follow  you,''  replied 
afae  ;  "  will  work  for  you,  and  befriend  you  as  yon 
have  befriended  me  I"  "  0  God,  how  happy  am  1 1 
Oleenka,  dear  Oleenka,  I  love  thee  more  than  life  it- 
self— and  thou"  —  — ,  Oleenka  threw  herself 
about  my  neck,  and  bathed  it  with  tears.  "  I  am 
thine,  thine  for  ever  I"  exclaimed  she,  sobbing. — 
"  Perhaps  it  is  not  right  forme  to  declare  myself:  but 
I  have  not  sti'ength  to  disguise  my  feelings — I  love 
thee  I"     1  never  was  so  happy  as  at  that  moment. 
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The  prison  becvine  a  temple  of  bliss.  T  could  Bay  no- 
thing, but  squeezed  Oleerika's  liand,  atii]  wa^ed  il 
with  my  tears. 

The  ftlteudant  came  np  to  lu,  and  we  were  obliged 
lit  separate.  I  went  into  my  room,  shot  the  door,  and 
remuned  alone  the  whole  day. 

At  last  the  interro^lory  points  were  laid  before  iK 
The  first  thing  of  whicli  I  was  accused,  was  of  learii^ 
RuBKiafor  theEii^hee2ian*jB^e,  of  robbing,  ofmafe- 
iog  sn  inruad  on  the  Russian  frontiers,  and  of  plnoder- 
ing  caravans.  In  my  justification  I  dericrilied  eTMJ 
thing  which  had  happened  to  me  from  the  time  olioj 
leaving  Moscow,  Vorovaateen'a  treachery  and  my  own 
illness,  and  referred  to  Melnveedeu,  Petroff,  tat 
lastly  to  Ga.yuk  and  the  whole  Kirgheezisn  aooi.  I 
was  accused  of  changing  my  futh  in  the  Heppe.  In- 
ferred to  the  clergymen  in  Moscow  before  whom  1  )aA 
fulfilled  the  observances  of  our  church  after  my  reiwo 
from  the  steppe.  1  was  accused  of  asaumtt^  &  fiibe 
title,  and,  by  that  means,  of  obtaining  a  rank  in  the 
civil  service.  I  confessed  that  Meloveeden  called  nu 
a  nobleman  in  order  to  introduce  me  into  g(H>d  society, 
but  that  in  my  passport  nothing  was  written  about  my 
designation,  but  merely  that  I  was  a  free  man.  T« 
this  I  added  that  I  had  gained  by  my  blood  perMnd 
nobility,  had  been  promoted  to  be  staff-captain,  and 
bad  received  the  order  of  St.  Vladimir,  I  was  accnwd 
of  participating  with  c.ard-iable  swindlers  in  the  plna- 
der  of  the  Dooreendeons.  I  owned  that  I  was  involred 
with  these  people  in  consequence  of  my  conneuon 
with  Groonya,  but  denied  that  I  had  any  share  in  tlw 
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afiPair  allnded  to,  and  referred  to  proofs  of  my  absence 
from  Moscow  at  the  time.  In  conclusion,  I  described 
my  adventure  in  the  solitary  cottage  at  Emelyanovka, 
and  Vorovaateen's  attempt  to  murder  me. 

A  week  elapsed  after  I  had  signed  the  answers  to 
the  interrogatories,  and  I  impatiently  expected  a  de- 
cision of  my  fate.  Oleenka  scarcely  ever  left  me.  I 
made  a  confidante  of  Cousin  Aneta,  who  gave  us  her 
good  wishes,  and  undertook  to  exert  herself  for  my 
aequittal. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

A  deliyerer. — ^It  is  not  the  place  but  the  crime  which  dishmouv 
a  man. — Just  punishment  of  a  rascal. — Secret  diaooyered.— 
Legacy. — Love  and  friendship. — Lawsuit. — ^Advocate. — Secre- 
tary.— ^A  yisit  to  the  judges. — ^Gk>od  people  all  the  world  over. 

Ten  days  I  remained  in  prison  after  my  explaoatioo 
with  Oleenka.  On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  day, 
I  was  striding  up  and  down  the  corridor  expecting 
Oleenka,  or  Petroff  with  a  letter  from  her,  when  oo 
a  sudden  an  attendant  ran  up  bouncing  upon  me,  out 
of  breath,  so  as  almost  to  upset  me  ;  and  recollecting 
himself,  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  that's  you  :  you're  just  the 
man  I  want  I  Please  to  follow  me  to  his  excellency !" 
Without  giving  me  time  to  add  a  word,  he  ran  down 
stairs  repeating  :  "  Preciseness  with  a  vengeance ! 
Plague  upon  those  generals  I"  On  entering  the  re- 
ceiving room,  I  saw  a  man  in  a  rich  embroidered 
uniform,  with  a  ribband  over  his  shoulder  and  two 
stars.  I  made  my  bow  and  awaited  his  commands. 
"  You  do  not  seem  to  know  me,  Ivan  Ivanoveetcb  ?" 
said  he.  I  looked  into  his  face,  and  was  afnid  I 
might  be  in  a  mistake.  "  You  do  not  recollect  the 
turbulent  man  ?"  added  he  with  a  smile.  <<  Is  it  yov, 
Peter  Petr6veetch  ?"  exclaimed  I,  holding  up  nay 
hands  and  standing  stock-still.  He  threw  himself 
about  my  neck  and  pressed  me  to  his  heart.     **  Do 
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you  remember  my  words,"  said  Peter  Petrdveetcli, 
that  trulh  will  float  to  the  top  like  oil  P  Here  you 
see  1  am  now  corered  orer  with  hononrs  whicb  I 
did  not  seek,  and  my  ahuderera  have  been  deprived 
of  the  neane  of  doing  harm  or  heaping  up  riches,  by 
laying  themBeives  open  to  all  noTta  o(  meanneaa.  Bnt 
let  us  go  into  your  chamber,  dress  yourself  and  come 
along  with  me.  You  are  free,  acquitted,  and  the 
whole  secret  of  your  persecution  has  come  out.  Be 
not  ashamed  or  downcaHt,  becanse  1  fonnd  you  in 
prison.  You  should  bear  in  mind  the  inscription  on 
the  prison  of  Warsaw  :     '  It  is  not  the  place  but  the 

1  flew  to  my  chamber,  and  Peler  Petr6veetch  had 
scarcely  time  to  come  in  at  the  door  when  1  was  al- 
ready dressed.  "  Tell  me,  for  God's  sake  tell  me, 
^vby  they  pursue  me,  and  what  I  have  done  to  otfend 
them."  "  You  shall  lesrn  all,  but  now  is  not  the  time. 
Come  alon^  with  me,  and  I  will  clear  up  all  the 

On  the  road,  Peter  Petr6veetch  que  u'oned  me  con- 
cerning my  adventures  in  the  service,  about  Moscow, 
and  about  Meloveeden ;  bat  I  was  so  full  of  anxiety 
to  learn  the  secret,  that  I  gave  him  confuted  ami 
absent  answers.  On  arriving  at  his  house  we  shut 
ourselves  up  in  his  cabinet,  and  he  spoke  as  follows : — 

"  The  investigation  of  your  affair  was  confided  to 
me.  1  had  scarcely  read  your  answers  to  the  interro- 
gatory points,  when  1  inunediately  conjectured  that 
this  was  a  continuation  of  the  same  intrigne  for  your 
deatmction  which  had  almost  cost  yon  your  life  in 
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Orenburg-.  Vororaal«en  bad  been  long  knowu  to  nie 
at  an  unprincipled  man,  who  could  stoop  to  any  depth 
of  vUlftny.  1  oi-dnred  him  to  be  an-e»ted.  In  lii* 
lodgings  wprp  found  bunches  of  false  keys,  inatni- 
menttt  for  forging  assignats,  counterfeit  paBsparts  bihI 
poflt-ordem,  a  quantity  of  Htolen  goods,  in  a  word,  lU 
tlie  marks  of  a  connection  and  participation  witlt 
tliiercH  and  other  raale&ctors.  I  ordered  eome  of  tbem 
that  were  in  custwly  to  be  examined,  aud  they  can- 
fewied  that  Vorovaateen  wan  their  guardian  and  con- 
fident, that  he  concealed  their  implements  and  booty, 
gave  them  peRNportn  and  post-ordem,  and  pointed  ml 
to  them  where  to  Hteal.  Vorovaateen  was  also  im- 
plicated in  several  murders.  I  promised  to  miiigW 
bis  punishment  if  he  ehonld  be  sincere  in  his  confes- 
iiontf,  particnlarly  with  regard  to  you.  The  rasol 
was  Ro  frightened  that  he  told  even  more  than  he  w 
axked.  He  vrn*  sentenced  to  lone  hia  civil  prtTil^H, 
and  to  be  sent  to  the  gallies.  This  is  ivhat  I  learned 
from  Vorovaateen  concerning  you  : — 

"  Your  father,  prince  Ivan  Alexandroreetch  Me*- 
loslavsky,  was  a  man  of  an  honourable  and  noble  ili^ 
position.  Before  setting  off  for  the  seat  of  war,  he 
made  a  will,  by  which  he  appropriated  two  himdred 
and  fifty  thousantl  roubles  to  the  child  which  th* 
peasunt-gii'l  Avdotya  Petrdvua  should  brins:  into  the 
world.  The  money  and  will  lie  in  the  Bank  of  the 
Foundling  Hospital.  As  an  execntor  he  named  hit 
friend  Count  Bezpet«heen,  and  left  it  to  his  charge 
to  seek  out  the  unfortunate  victim  of  fain  weaknecs 
llic  will  contained,  besides,  the  following  clause,  '  tini 
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the  heirs  at  latr  hIiouIiI  only  succeed  to  this  sum,  in 
esse  they  could  produce  clear  evidence  of  the  death  of 
the  child,  and  in  that  case  they  were  to  pay  to  its 
mother  an  annuity  of  six  thousand  roubles  during  her 
life.  If  in  the  course  of  thirty  years,  neither  the  afore- 
s^d  Avdotya  Petr6vna  nor  her  child  should  be  forth- 
coming, the  money  was  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  heirs  at  law.' 

"  Count  Bezpetciieen  sent  his  man  of  business  to 
seek  out  your  mother,  but  his  inquiries  were  fruitless, 
and  he  did  not  prosecute  them,  but  soon  let  the  matter 
drop  altogether.  After  your  father's  death,  his  im- 
mense property  was  divided  among  hia  second  nephews 
the  two  Counle  Neetchi6zyeen,  and  the  two  Tchosteen- 
skys,  children  of  the  prince's  first  cousins.  The  mo- 
ther of  the  Couuts  Neetcht6zyeen,  a  native  of  Italy, 
or,  as  some  say,  of  Pera,  exclaimed  loudly  agairst 
the  will,  but  did  not  dare  to  attempt  to  break  it,  be- 
cause Count  Bezpetcheen  wan  in  power,  and  the  Tches- 
t«ensky  family  were  against  interfering.  A  long  time 
was  suffered  to  elapse,  when  Vorovaateen  at  last  bp- 
nime  acquainted  with  you.  Knowing  all  the  particn- 
laTB  of  thi«  affair  from  his  intimacy  with  the  Counte^n 
Neelchtozyeen,  and  having  frequently  seen  yoor  de- 
ceased father,  he  conjectured  from  your  resemblance 
to  the  prince,  and  from  that  part  of  your  history  which 
he  heard  from  your  own  mouth,  that  you  were  the  «oii 
of  prince  Meeloslavsky,  and  that  Adelaida  Petrovna 
wBB  the  same  Avdotya  Ivanovna,  whom  Count  Bez- 
petcheen Lad  not  succeeded  in  finding.  By  bribing 
your  mother's  servants,  Vorovaateen  and  the  ConntesH 
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Neetchtozyeen  were  allowed  to  mromag'e  all  her  ef- 
fects «nd  papers  at  a  time  wlien  ebe  was  not  at  horn?, 
and  tbey  foauil  ibe  portraits  of  prince  Meeloslan^kv 
and  fame  of  his  letters,  which  confinned  Vorocia- 
teen's  conjecturea.  Fearing  that  the  news  of  tlie 
legacy  might  come  to  your  ears  one  time  or  other,  tbr 
Conntes«  wished  to  get  yoa  decoyed  away  from  Mos- 
cow. Vorovaateen  recommended  Nojoff,  who  ander- 
took  to  mnrtler  you  and  your  mother.  For  as  black' 
hearted  as  the  Countess  was,  she  would  not  agree  to 
this :  she  did  not  wish  to  do  you  farther  misctiief  llna 
taking  the  money,  and  promised  Vorovaateen  fifty 
thonaand  roubles  for  his  trouble,  if  he  should  succeed 
in  getting  from  yoo  a  renunciation  of  your  patrimtmy 
or  any  legal  document  to  that  effect.  VororaatwB 
clung  to  you,  and  colled  himself  sliout  you  like  a  ser- 
pent, gained  yonr  confidence,  and  led  you  astray.  He 
endeavoured  to  raise  in  your  mind  a  passion  for  gain- 
ing, to  lead  yon  into  dissipation,  and  after  tlmt  thou^l 
to  get  your  signature  for  a  triHe.  Your  lore  for 
(iroonya  gare  his  hopes  another  impulse,  and  when 
you  agrerd  to  go  with  him  to  Orenburg,  he  had  no 
more  doubts  of  mnjceeding,  now  that  you  had  arrired 
at  that  age  when  yoiii  signature  would  be  valid.  No- 
joff was  sent  by  the  Countess  to  Vorovaateen's  assist- 
ance. They  were  ordered  to  hasten  the  buuiness,  be- 
cause Count  Bezpetcheen  was  expected  in  Moacow, 
and  there  was  some  risk  of  his  getting  tidbigs  of  Ade- 
Inida  Petrovna. 

"  Your  sudden  illness  deranged  their  plans,  and 
ihey  resolved  to  make  away  with  you,  to  counterfeit 
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yonr  signature,  and  get  the  money  from  tbe  Countess. 
Providence  delivered  you  out  of  their  hands.  TIip 
forgery  of  your  name  to  an  acknowledgment,  as  if  you 
hail  received  the  money  from  the  Countess,  and  trans- 
ferred your  clai[DB  to  her  also,  did  not  succeed.  Al- 
though they  counterfeited  your  hand  of  writing  in  a 
masterly  Hlyle,  they  could  not  get  any  notary  in  Oren- 
burg to  atteat  this  false  document  without  your  perso- 
nal presence.  Besides,  the  rascals  qiiBrrelled  among 
themselves,  and  Vorovaal«ea  delivered  Nujoff  into  the 
hands  of  justice  ;  but,  in  order  to  escape  from  the  ven- 
geance of  his  accomplice,  removed  to  Fetersburgh,  as- 
sumed the  cliaracter  of  a  saint,  and  acquired  the  friend- 
ship and  patronage  of  a  person  who  was  equal  to  him- 
self in  a  higher  branch  of  roguery.  The  CounteHS  liad, 
in  tbe  meantime,  gone  abroad,  and  lired  in  Italy  witli 
her  children  till  your  arrival  in  Petersburgh.  Hearing 
yonr  name  in  company,  and  recognising  you  liy  your 
resemblance  to  the  late  prince,  she  resolved  to  make 
another  attempt  !o  deprive  you  of  your  inheritance, 
which  had  by  this  time  accumulated  to  a  million.  She 
soon  founil  Vorovaateen,  and  they  again  laid  their 
heads  together.  Having  no  hopes  this  time,  of  ob- 
taining your  signature  hy  craft,  he  resolved  to  make 
you  a  downright  proposal  to  sign  the  paper,  baiting  it 
with  money,  and  browbeating  you  with  tiireats  of  perse- 
cution. The  plan  was  as  absurd  as  it  was  daring  :  but 
rognes  and  villains  would  never  be  convicted  and 
brought  to  punishment,  if  their  excessive  daring  did 
not  sometimes  cany  thetn  too  far.  He  called  in  to  his 
assistance  some  lawj'ers  who  had  been  expelled  from 


250 


IVAN  VEJEEGBEN. 


tbe  service,  found  an  obliging  notary's  clerk,  and  tbe«e 
were  the  dramatis  perao7tie  of  the  scene  at  Emelyin- 
ovba.  When  yon  refused  to  sign  the  papers,  Vororaa- 
teen,  afraid  that  you  might  chance  to  find  him  out  ia 
Petersbnrgh,  resolved  to  make  away  with  you.  anil 
fired  upon  yon  firom  the  bushee.  In  the  meanlirue, 
the  information  against  yon  being  already  drawn  np, 
was  lodged  by  oneof  VorovBateen'sQccomplices.  For 
the  investigation  of  such  weighty  crimes  of  which  yon 
were  accused,  it  was  neceiwary  to  take  decisive  mil 
speedy  measures  :  yon  were  arrested,  and  the  cam 
was  put  into  my  hands.  I  avoided  seeing  you,  for 
fear  of  giving  cause  for  suspicions  of  partiality  in  con- 
sequence of  our  previous  acquaintance.  In  other  re- 
spects, I  investigated  the  afiair  with  all  the  strictn««i 
of  law,  and  you  are  acquitted  merely  because  yon  are 
innocent,  and  not  because  your  judge  was  your  Iriend : 
for,  if  you  had  been  gnilty,  though  yon  were  my  own 
Kon,  I  would  have  snhscribed  yonr  condemnation. 
The  secret  is  now  unriddled.  The  Countess  has  given 
in  a  petition  for  cancelling  the  will,  resting  her  plet 
upoM  the  pre»cri]>lion  of  tbe  country,  and  becansf 
the  money  bequeathed  to  yon  was  not  acquired  by 
prince  Meeloslavsky,  but  received  by  inheritance  :  a 
lawHuit  is  thna  fastened  upon  yon,  which  may  be  ■ 
greater  bore  than  even  yonr  captivity  among  lie 
Kirgheez.  Yon  must  defend  the  action,  but  I  woulil 
not  advise  yon  to  bring  forward  Vorovaateen's  evidence, 
as  you  have  no  written  documents  to  implicate  the 
Countess,  and  the  Neetchtozyeen  Ismily  is  immeroos 
and  powerful :  consequently  its  honour  must  not  be 
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"compromUed.  BesideH,  all  tbe  steps  hitherto  taken 
1i are  nothing-  to  do  with  thR  legality  of  the  will ;  wiiile, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  bringing  forward  of  BUeh  evi- 
dence might  lead  you  into  a  mesa  of  tronble.  Adieu. 
for  the  present :  apply  yourself  serionaly  to  the  aSeir, 
seek  oot  a  clever  lawyer,  and,  at  my  leisare,  I  will 
advise  yon  bow  to  proceed.  I  have  got  eo  mach  buni- 
neas  upon  hand,  on  varions  commissions  and  commit' 
tees,  that  I  have  scarcely  time  to  breftthe ;  and,  amidst 
all  my  desire  to  he  UHefol,  I  must  go  through  the 
greater  part  of  my  dnty  superficially.  The  man  is  to 
be  pitied  who  has  the  name  of  being  expert  at  busi' 
ness — he  is  then  obliged  to  do  the  work  of  dozens  of 
boobies  !" 

After  thanking  Peter  Petr6reetch  for  all  his  kind- 
ness, i  hastened  to  the  good  consia  Aneta,  or,  to 
speak  more  correctly,  to  Oleenka.  She  had  alreaily 
heard  from  Petroff  of  ray  deliverance,  and  stood  at  the 
ivindow  impatiently  looking  on  every  side. 

iMy  secret  would  soon  become  pnblic,  in  conBe- 
quence  of  the  lawsuit ;  so  I  resolved  to  make  a  fiilt  dix- 
closnre  to  Aneta  and  Oleenka.  I  confess  Chat  I  was 
loath  to  expose  the  faults  of  my  parents,  particnlai'ly 
my  mother's  frailty.  But  Aneta  viewed  the  at&ir  in 
itx  real  colours,  and  even  congratulated  me  on  account 
of  the  princely  blood  which  flowed  in  niy  veins.  She 
assured  me,  that  from  the  time  of  our  first  aci^uaintance, 
vhe  had  diaoovered  in  me  marks  of  a  high  origin. — 
Uleeuka  did  not  open  her  lips.  It  would  have  been 
all  the  same  to  her  though  I  hail  been  the  son  ofprince 
Meetoalavsky  8  coachman,  because  she  loved  me  sin- 
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cerely,  and  true  love  never  looks  at  pedigree.  I  beg- 
^d  cousin  Aneta  to  ])ubliBli  my  stoty  in  society. 
''  If  you  wihIi  this  to  be  clone  effectually,"  said  Aneta, 
"  you  ouglit  to  beg  me  not  to  publish  it,  but  to  tell  it 
iti  B  secret  to  Home  few  of  my  female  acquaintance : 
the  news  will  then  fly  more  rapidly  than  through  the 
niediam  of  the  (i;azelte.  The  word  secret  iaduce* 
B»ery  woman  to  discloae  it  to  her  own  friends  also  by 
way  of  seerel,  and  thus  it  makes  the  round  of  the 
whole  town,  and  is  whispered  into  every  body's  ear. 
Women  think  that  a  secret  is  nothing  elee  hut  a  piece 
of  news  which  most  be  repeated  in  an  undertone  with 
the  formal  precaotion :  "  I  tell  it  you  in  confidence, 
for  I  got  it  in  a  secret,"  Sic.  You  see  that  I  do  not 
spare  my  own  sei that  is  due  to  onr  friendship." 

Taking  Petroll:'  along  with  me  I  went  to  Demuth's 
hotel  in  order  to  hire  fresh  lodgings.  The  porter  loH 
me  that  travellera  who  had  just  arrived  from  Moscow 
liad  been  inquiring  for  me  and  Petroff.  I  sent  him  to 
learn  what  Moscow  acquaintances  these  might  he,  and 
in  the  meantime  remained  standing  at  the  gate.  On* 
sudden,  1  heard  a  shont  on  the  staircase.  It  wu 
Meloveeden — he  threw  himself  into  my  arms. 

"  Whence  comest  thou,  and  why  here  ?"  aaked  1. 
"  From  home,  from  the  Crimea,  from  the  embraces  of 
my  wife  and  son,  to  thee,  my  friend,  to  help  thee  !" 
exclaimed  Mcloveeden.  He  lai<l  hold  of  uy  arm  and 
pulled  me  up  the  slair,  saying :  "  Come  along  with  me 
to  mother."  "  How  !  Is  she  here  ?"  "  To  be  sure 
she  is.  She  knew  nothing  of  thy  misfortune,  because 
in  writing  thou  saidst  nothing  about  it,  and  she  did 
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not  believe  reports."  "  I  wisbed  not  to  vex  her." 
*'  I  uaderBland  thee,  but  on  receiving  the  news  from 
cotuiu  Aoeta,  1  imiiipdin.te]y  beHtiireil  myself,  drove 
to  Moscow,  called  upon  thy  motber,  and  when  I  told 
her  what  bad  bappened,  abe  begged  ine  to  take  her 
with  me."  I  squeezed  Meloveeden's  hand,  and  thanked 
him,   but  not  in  words.   SeaJ  feeling  is  a  poor  speaker. 

By  this  time,  we  bad  got  up  ataii-s,  and  the  tears 
of  my  good  mother  bedewed  my  cheeks.  After  weep- 
ing and  rejoicing,  I  told  her  in  detail  every  thing  which 
bad  happened  to  me,  and  explained  the  secret  of  my 
persecutioji.  When  I  came  to  epeak  of  tile  legacy, 
my  mother  was  much  affected  and  said  :  "  I  was  not 
deceived  in  his  soul  I  he  thought  of  me,  tliought  of 
the  anforlunate  pledge  of  our  love.  But  I  became 
unworthy  of  his  heiirt  and  memory."  She  burst  into 
teant,  and  we  had  diiHculty  in  quieting  her.  In  closing 
my  narrative,  I  did  not  chuHe  to  conceal  the  state  of 
my  affections,  but  made  a  full  confession  of  every 
thing  to  my  moilier  and  friend.  Tliey  did  not  oppose 
my  iDclinatiotiH :  they  only  begged  that  I  would  not 
hurry  my  marriage,  but  wait  till  I  became  farther  ac- 
quainted with  Oleenka. 

A  fortnight  had  elapsed  since  my  release.  My  mo- 
ther went  out  nowhere  but  to  church — cousin  Aneta 
and  Oleenka  visited  her  evoiy  day.  Meloveedeii  kept 
hia  vow,  and  did  not  appear  in  society.  >Ie  passed 
the  mornings  in  reading  the  newspapers  and  periodical 
publications,  and  in  walking  ;  called  nowhere  bnt 
on  cousin  Aneta  and  Peter  Pelr6veetcb,  and,  for 
lit  to  the  theatre.      By  Peter  Petr6- 
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veetch's  atWee  I  aeot  hia  houBC-Bteward  to  Bfalo- 
lluBHia  in  order  to  seek  out  my  baptismal  registry,  and 
learn  in  wliat  way  I  bad  slipped  into  Gol<^ordofiU(T'» 
boose.  In  tbe  meantime  be  sent  me  an  experienced 
clerk  out  of  bin  chancery,  to  give  me  same  insiglit  into 
tbe  cbaracter  and  conduct  of  the  different  legal  pnc- 
titionetH ;  of  whom  I  selected  tbe  most  distinguished, 
and  appointed  to  meet  them  at  niy  lodging^,  ereiyone 
at  a.  separate  hour.  It  was  doabtlesa  a  n^earisome  vA 
to  which  I  had  to  submit  from  six  o'clock  in  the  idtrr- 
nooD  till  midnight  ;  but  this  was  only  my  first  exprai- 
roeut  in  going  to  law :  I  did  not  know  yet  tliat  in  tlib 
labyrinth  every  step  is  attended  with  vexation ;  and 
tlial,  like  a  body  coccred  with  boils  and  blaius,  eteiy 
tnmtng  and  every  movement  occasions  a  froab  twitfli 
of  mental  agony. 

This  chaitceiy-man,  TfaeoHosins  Savelleetch  Kavee- 
ken  had  entered  the  service  in  his  childbood,  was  op 
to  all  the  arCilices  of  law'^raft,  and  knew  by  rote  lb* 
biography  of  nil  the  lawyers  and  people  about  At 
courts.  His  licad  was  a  perfect  lexicon  of  chican«fy. 
He  was  a  man  of  a  clieerful  temperament,  and  occnpicil 
his  leisure  time  in  collecting  scandalans  anecdotes  of 
tbe  courts  of  law :  accordingly  he  was  glad  of  an  op. 
portnnity  to  display  his  knowledge,  and  to  be  useful 
to  hi»  snperior's  friend. 

Of  tbe  advocates  invited,  the  first  wlio  apptsiwi 
was  Mr.  Dnratcheensky,  a  man  of  middle  age,  wiili 
enormoua  whiskers,  and  dressed  in  the  firat  style  of 
fashion.  He  wished  to  play  the  part  of  »peliC  mailre. 
of  a  high-bred,  accon)pliehe<l  man  of  tbe  world  ;  but 
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hia  bent  neck,  his  half-familiar  U>ne,  and  his  way  of 
explaining  himself  evinced  his  low  origin.  "  Excuse 
me  for  being  rather  behind  my  time.  1  am  occupied 
in  the  service,  in  a  highly  respectable  situation,  and 
quite  full  of  business.  Besides  that,  private  affaini, 
connectiontj,  acquaintances  !  1  am  at  present  jnst  come 
out  of  the  English  clab  where  there  are  three  senators 
waiting  me  to  make  up  a  party  at  whist.  I  am  a  mem- 
ber of  the  English  clnb,  and  it  is  not  everybody  that 
can  say  as  much.  None  but  the  most  honourable  and 
noble  and  distinguished  characters  are  balloted  in 
amongst  us — — 4o  you  may  guess  what  an  honour  it  is 
to  be  a  member  of  the  English  club  1  There  I  play 
high  every  day  with  the  first  people  in  the  empire, 
settle  business  in  a  friendly  way  in  the  reading-room, 
collect  a  budget  of  news,  and  launch  now  and  then 
Bonie  little  story  of  my  own  under  the  rose.  I  advise 
you  to  manreuvre  to  get  admitted  into  the  English  club. 
You  cannot  tell  how  useful  it  may  be  to  you.  There 
you  get  acquainted  witli  every  body  worth  knowing, 
give  treats  of  Cliampaign,  invitations  to  dinner,  do 
your  business  —  —  — .  It  is  true,  I  was  not 
bred  to  private  business  ;  I  drew  my  origin  from  a 
Count's  &mi]y  —  —  —  hut  circumstances !" 
Duratcheensky  would  have  gone  on  at  this  rate 
all  evening,  hut  I  gave  him  a  note  of  my  case,  begged 
him  to  read  it  over  by  himself,  and  went  into  the  next 
room  where,  by  previous  concert,  Kaveekenand  Melo- 
veeden  were  waiting  me.  "  What  do  you  think  of  this 
swell  ?"  asked  Kaveeken.  "  An  empty,  foolish  bn^- 
gart,"  replied  I.     "  He  Is  from  the  lowest  class  of 
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Lithuanians,  and  his  nobility  is  ell  in  liia  dress,"  siud 
Kaveeken.  "  He  was  a  boy,  tliat  is  to  say,  a  serrant 
of  Count  Pyanot^>e,  wlio  taught  him  to  read  and  vnil«, 
and  by  an  incompreliensible  ai^t  of  favour,  made  him 
afterwards  Lis  agent.  What  with  the  sl^iries  he  tells 
on  the  oni!  hand  to  the  poor  Lithuanian  gentry  of  the 
considemtion  in  whii'li  he  is  held  in  Petersburgh,  ami 
DO  the  other  by  what  he  makes  the  people  iu  otEcial 
sitnations  here  believe,  of  his  provincial  iiuportance, 
Duratcheensky  Las  raised  himself  out  of  the  din, 
tbmst  himself  into  the  service,  and  litill  coutinaes  to 
practise,  that  is  to  say,  to  deceive,  to  take  money 
under  false  pretences  from  tboee  who  have  bueinesa  at 
law,  and  keeps  it  all  to  himself.  He  is  such  a  block- 
head, that  he  cannot  write  a  letterin  any  one  language, 
but  plays  at  wliist,  loses  his  money,  bragB  that  he  ha« 
extensive  property,  and,  owing  to  that,  is  tolerated 
among  decent  people.  Turn  bini  out  witliout  cere- 
mony." 1  went  back  to  Duratcheensky,  took  ibe 
note,  and  gave  Lim  bis  leave,  telling  him  that  I  WW 
engi^ed  at  present  and  would  give  him  an  anstrtf 
afterwards. 

After  Duratcheetuky,  there  came  a  little  6guru,  t 
complete  personification  of  chicanery.  A  little,  dirtr, 
withered,  old  creature,  wrapped  up  in  rags.  He  stood 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  unawatliing  his  clothes, 
coughing,  an<l  clearing  his  throat,  when  at  last  he 
foiiud  bis  speech,  and  explained  to  me  in  the  Byalo- 
Unssian  dialect,  that  hie  name  was  Pan  Krootchkot- 
vorsky,  formerly  chamberlain  of  the  late  Polish  Coon. 
"  Now  if  you  wish  to    gain  your  cause,   my  goml 
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Sir,"  mid  he  coughing,  "  Uie  best  tiling  you  cim  do 
is  to  take  me.  All  bad  causes  are  put  iuto  my  bauds  ; 
if  I  dun't  gain,  I  will  work  your  opponenta  so,  that 
thef  will  be  giad  to  get  rid  of  tbe  kw-enit,  and  gire 
yon  whatever  yon  demaiid."  I  put  my  note  iuto  his 
hands,  seated  him  in  an  arm-eliair,  and  went  to  Ka- 
voekeD)  who  said  :  "  This  is  a  rare  adept  at  chicanery, 
who  haa  atlacbed  himself  like  a  chronic  disorder  to  the 
coart8  of  law  for  the  last  fifty  years,  though  he  was 
an  old  man  before  be  came  to  Peteniburgh.  Tiiough 
dressed  like  a  beggar,  he  wallows  in  riches.  Would 
yoD  believe  that  this  wretched  invalid  han  pocketed 
the  dowries  of  three  wives  whom  he  has  outlired. 
In  making  his  marriage  contracts,  he  legularly  bar- 
gained that  the  longest  liver  should  brook  all.  As 
he  has  aarietl  a  disease  in  his  lungs  for  the  last  thirty 
years,  you  may  easily  imagine  bow  tender  females 
catch  the  infection,  and  wear  out  before  the  tough  old 
stager.  "  Off  with  him  1  Off  with  him,  lest  be  slioald 
contaminate  the  air  by  bis  very  presence."  I  served 
Krootchkotvorsky  in  the  same  way  as  I  bad,  Duratch- 

After  Krootchkotvorsky,  there  came  a  stout,  big, 
elderly  man.  He  burst  into  the  room  like  a  wild  hoar, 
darted  upon  me  a  pair  of  wolfish  eyes,  and  bellowed 
out  his  compliments  in  such  a  tone,  that  I  took  them 
for  scolding.  "  Well,  what  ?  What  have  you  got  to 
do  ?  Let  me  see  it,  and  I  will  tell  you  immediately 
how  to  begin.  But  first  of  all,  have  you  money."  I 
pnt  the  note  into  his  hands,  and  be^ed  him  t«  read 
it,  bnt  he  refused.     "  I  am  not  to  trouble  myself  read- 
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ing  otber  people's  nonsenBe  for  nonght.  Down  wiiL 
yODT  braes  ;  1  doti't  move  a  jot  without  the  needful!" 
I  begged  him  to  wait  and  went  to  Kaveeken.  1  had 
acarcelf  pronounced  the  advocate's  name  when  Me- 
loTceden  got  out  with  a  "  Bah  1"  and  said ;  "  Thai 
b  a  fomoue  solicitor  of  Mr.  Gologordoffsky's,  Pm 
Strvklchd^hy*  Khapootchk£vitrh,  a  well  known  rogne 
who  has  changed  Iiis  faith  Bcveral  times,  has  been  U- 
nished  for  polygamy^,  and  debarred  from  practiaiDg  in 
the  courts  of  law."  "He  has  been  several  times  ba- 
nished from  Pelflrsbufgh,"  replied  Kaveeken  ;  "  hnt 
always  findn  his  way  back,  like  a  fox  to  a  hen-hoQEe. 
Away  with  the  rascal,  away  with  him  I"  "  But  wU 
me,  if  you  please,  why  there  are  eo  many  Polish  lawyers 
here,"  asked  I,  "  and  why  you  give  them  such  a  bad 
character?"  "  A  substantial  and  respectshle  land- 
holder will  not  remove  to  n  Btraage  place  to  live  hy 
practising  the  law,"  replied  Kaveeken.  "  Honest  and 
skilful  advocates  have  at  home  Euflicient  means,  nifl 
only  for  their  maintenance,  but  for  making  their  for- 
tunes ;  and  besides,  they  enjoy  universal  respect.  Oinn^ 
t«  this,  the  only  gentry  who  travel  in  quest  of  em- 
ployment  in  this  line,  are  chancery-clerks,  advocaW 
aiMstanta,  and  adventurers  of  all  sorts,  seeing  that  tlus 
is  a  very  easy  and  lucrative  profession,  n'hich  reqtnrM 
neither  stock  nor  skill  except  in  lying  and  cheating. 
They  take  money  from  their  clients  on  pretence  rf 
giving  it  to  the  members  of  the  eonrts  ;  they  keep  it 
to  themselves,  and  do  nothing  hut  abuse  right  and 

•  An  oM  Polish  liilc  of  r«nk. 
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wrong-.  These  lawyers  were  for  a  long  time  &  stain 
upon  the  character  of  the  wbole  Polish  nation,  hecattee 
the  Rusainn  functionaries  who  had  never  been  bi  the 
Poliah  provinces  fonneil  their  opinions  of  the  people 
irom  these  worthless  samples.  Things  are  now  changed. 
Many  weil-educateJ  and  well-principled  Poles  harp 
entnred  into  the  service  at  Peterabnrgh,  and  by  their 
behaviour  have  removed  the  existing  prejudices.  There 
are  even  among  the  lawyers  worthy  B:id  respectable 
indiviiluals  (although  very  few,)  and  they,  poor  people, 
niDBt  sufTer  for  the  rest  I  Bnt  go  and  turn  out  Pan 
Struktchdshy."  I  proceeded  in  the  same  way  to- 
wards him  as  I  had  done  towards  the  two  others. 

After  him,  came  the  Titular  Counsellor  Zagadt- 
chenko,  a  native  of  Male  Russia  When  he  had  finished 
his  introductoiy  (.ompluneuts,  '  We  Malo-Russiaiut," 
says  he,  "  are  a  simple  unsophisticated  sort  of  people, 
and  like  truth  and  plain  dealing.  I  will  tell  you 
^nkly  what  is  ^poA  and  what  is  not  good.  I  gave 
htm  the  note  and  »  ent  to  kaveeben.  "  That  Is  a  man 
whom  neither  I,  nor  the  devil  himself  knows  ;  Some 
speak  very  ill  of  him,  others  call  him  an  expert  and 
attentive  man  of  business.  He  has  gained  many  causes." 
I  repeated  to  him  what  Zagadtchenko  had  said.  "  That 
is  a  common  Malo-Kussian  stralagem,  to  assume  an 
appearance  of  simplicity,  I  know  among  them 
many  very  honest  and  worthy  people;  I  know  many 
who  have  never  cheated  nor  injured  any  one ;  but  I  do 
not  know  one  who  would  let  himself  be  takeji  in,  or 
who  would  forgive  an  injury  done  him.  You  know  that 
there  is  a  German  proverb  ;  '  Er  ?iort  graa  wacJtaen, 
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(he  Iiears  grosH  grow.)  I  need  not  trouble  myself  ei- 
plaining  it,  but  merely  tell  you  that  the  good  folks  of 
MHlo-Rusais  hear  tbe  graiM  grow.  The  Ruseibus, 
Poles,  Bohemians,  and  other  Slavooiaa  tribes,  like  M 
shew  off  their  wit.  The  Mai o- Russians  alone  boaai 
of  tlieir  simplicity  and  roughness.  Wheiierer  a  man 
ti^ets  the  Dabie  of  being  subtle  and  artful,  he  can  no 
longer  avail  himself  of  these  qualities  to  the  same 
extent  its  he  otherwise  night  do.  Consummate  sub- 
tlety  consists  in  being  reckoned  simple  and  rode. 
Recollect  that  in  Tnrkey  the  rich  Rayas  feign  them- 
eelTea  poor,  in  order  that  they  may  quietly  enjoy 
their  ricjiee  :  the  same  thing  occurs  here  with  respect 
to  intellect.  Butenough  of  this:  dismiss  Zagadtchenko. 
We  will  see  afterwards  what  to  do  with  him.  I  shall 
make  some  inquiries,  and  perhaps  we  may  niuiddle 
him  at  some  chance  moment  I" 

Lastly,  there  came  a  Russian  advocate,  Paphoooty 
■Seecloroveetch  Hubop^reen,  who  said  in  a  decided 
tone  tliat  he  would  not  undertake  the  business  till 
he  had  looked  over  the  documents,  and  come  to  some 
understanding  with  me  regarding  his  coiiipeusation.  I 
gave  him  the  note,  and  returned  to  Kaveeken,  who 
said  to  me  :  "  That  is  a  man  of  business,  who  knon» 
the  laws,  is  a  first-rate  writer,  and  an  indefatigablp 
agent ;  but  give  him  no  money  beforehand,  let  him  hal 
till  he  has  a  keen  appetite,  for  he  is  rather  inclined 
to  bm-y  his  talent  in  the  ground  when  be  can  get  off 
with  it !  I  advise  you  to  take  UubopereeD.  Yon  will 
not  find  a  better."  1  told  Paphnooty  Seedoroveetdi 
to  make  out  an  agreement  and  power  of  attorney,  and, 
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ill  expectation  of  my  messenger  arriving  from  Byalo- 
Kiissia,  I  set  myself  to  draw  up  a  petition  and  me- 
morial. We  separated,  and  I  was  so  wearied  tliat  I 
was  liardly  ntidressed  when  I  fell  asleep. 

Meloveeden.notwithHtanrfingall  my  entrea,tiea,  would 
not  retnm  home,  bnt  resolved  to  wait  at  any  rate  till 
my  lawsuit  was  fairly  commfinced.  I  liad  already 
been  ordered  to  produce  evidence  of  my  birtli,  and 
impatiently  waited  for  the  messenger's  return.  At 
last,  after  a.  delay  of  two  months,  Peter  Petrdveetch's 
stewaril  made  his  appearance,  bringing  with  him  my 
baptismal  registi'v,  and  for  a  witness,  the  Jew  Josel, 
Mr.  Gologordoffsky's  old  tacksman.  Josel,  from  being 
a  rich  contractor,  had  grown  poor  in  liis  old  age,  and 
employed  himself  in  teaching  the  children  of  the  new 
karlchtna  renter.  Smuggling  had  been  the  ruin  of 
bim,  and  some  of  his  rogueries  had  brought  him  to  jail. 
This  is  the  way  in  which  I  escaped  out  of  the  rourdef' 
er's  hands,  and  fell  into  Mr.  GologordofTsky's  household. 
When  the  midwife  and  Jew-doctor  knew  of  my 
mother's  flight,  and  were  informed  that  she  had  fuaod 
a  protector,  they  packed  up  their  moveables  and  de- 
camped, taking  mo  along  witli  tliem.  They  did  not 
think  proper  to  murder  me,  supposing  that,  in  case  of 
their  hiding-place  being  <liscovered,  they  might  clear 
themselves  from  my  mother's  accusation,  and  ijuash 
the  matter  by  restoring  me.  The  Jew-doctor  betook 
himself  to  his  cousin  Josel,  without  revealing  the  cause 
of  his  journey,  but  putting  hira  off  with  a  story  of 
his  having  been  inviteii  by  some  rich  Pan  to  settle  on 
his  estate  as  Lis  village-doctor.     He  acknowledged, 
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liowever,  that  an  oflic«r  liad  entrueted  him  witli  iitt 
boy  of  wbit:h  he  was  the  father  by  a  peasajit-giri  who 
had  died  In  childbirth  ;  and  be^ed  Josel  to  give  nM 
out  to  nurse,  payinja;  for  a  year  beforehand.  The  mi^ 
wife  herself  took  me  to  the  Rnsaian  clergyiaaii,  lod 
ordered  him  to  christen  me,  ^riiig  me  the  name  «S 
Ivan.  When  1  b^an  to  crawl,  the  poor  peasant- 
woman,  my  nurse,  having  lost  her  huHbaod,  wa«  ob' 
liged  to  liire  herself  out  to  work  in  another  viltigt> 
and  threw  me  by  Joael'a  advice  ir 
dofisky'g  house.  The  proof  was  cl 
the  extract  from  the  poi'ish -register, 
distinctly  mentioned  that  I  was  the  i 
Alexandroveetch  Meeloslavsky  and  of  Avdoty*  Pb» 
tr6raa.  Joael  stated  further,  tbat  the  Jew-doctor  vni 
drowned,  with  all  bis  family,  as  well  as  the  midtrifi^ 
in  crossing  a  ferry  in  a  rickety  boat.  "  Your 
good,"  said  Rubopereen  to  me,  on  seeing-  the 
lation,  and  you  will  gain  it  if  yon  exert  yourself  and 
strain  every  nerve.     Without  that  you  will  be  cast" 

I  came  to  an  nnderatanding-  with  the  secretary  «f 
rlie  conrt,  by  means  of  the  juridical  arithmetic  whtdl 
1  had  learned  at  Moscow  from  Moshneen's  friend 
My  secretary  embraced  me,  kissed  me.  and  even  sbd 
tears  of  aympatliy  wlien  he  beard  of  the  persecuUMM 
which  I  had  undergone.  There  is  no  Bcience  in  lit 
world  which  is  such  a  softener  of  hearts  as  this  pn*^ 
tical  arithmetic  I  The  secretary  assured  me  tint  I 
wonld  gain  my  cause  immediately,  and  pledged  ]m 
honour,  life,  children,  that  he  would  sooneo  die  (C 
the  spot  than  record  a  decision  against  me. 
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Peter  Petruveetclt  advised  me  to  dietributB  niemo- 
rials  to  all  tlie  Judges,  and  to  endearour  to  explain 
my  case  to  each  of  tfaeni  in  private.  Rubopei'een  did 
fais  best  ia  the  composition  of  the  luemuria) :  stated 
the  matter  dearly  and  shorti}',  and  quoted  the  legal 
anthoritiea  in  support  of  it.  1  hired  a  coach  and  set 
out  one  morning  along  with,  my  memoTials. 

On  entering  tlie  lobby  of  the  first  judge,  I  had  to 
repeat  to  the  lackey  ten  times  that  I  wanted  to  see  his 
master,  and  could  hardly  get  any  answer  from  him. 
The  servant  insisted  that  that  was  no  aiftiir  of  his, 
and  that  I  mast  wait  till  the  valet  came.  Notwitli- 
Btauding  my  hnss&r  nniforni,  before  which  the  Turks 
trembled,  and  which  excited  respect  among  brave 
RuBsiansoldiei^,  the  judge's  domestics  scarcely  deigned 
to  look  at  me,  and  would  not  put  tliemselves  to  the 
troable  of  speukiog.  At  last  when  I  told  them  that  1 
would  go  into  the  cabinet  without  any  announcement, 
the  valet  walked  leisurely  thither  to  bis  master,  and 
returned,  saying  rudely,   "  Go  in  1" 

The  judge,  Mr.  Dremotoonofi',  was  an  elderly  man, 
and  after  the  old  fashion  still  covered  fais  grey  hairs 
with  powder  and  wore  a  queu.  He  was  sitting  in  a 
white  dressing-gown  before  a  mirror,  and  the  hair- 
dresser in  a  gressy  grey  jacket  had  his  poll  under  ope* 
ration.  "  Take  a  seat,  my  good  man,"  said  the  judge 
to  me.  1  banded  bim  the  memorial,  and  sat  down. 
"  Will  yon  take  the  trouble  to  read  it  yourself,  and  I 
will  listen,"  said  the  judge.  I  made  him  another 
bow,  and  began  to  read  loudly,  distinctly,  and  slowly. 
"  Good,    good,  all    right,"    pronounced   the  jodge^ 
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"  Senka,  comb  the   crown,  that's   the  way, 
f^ntly  I      Your  cause,   sir,  appears  to  be  just." 
ka  HDddenly  gave  his  hairs  an  uniowanl  jerit,  whiek 
made  the  judge  exclBini  :   "  Yon  scoundrel  I  yon  an 
sotlping  me  I"     Then  turning  to  me,   his  fee*  6neM 
with  pain  and  rage,  lie  added :  *■  Chicanery,   sir,  it  i> 
mere  chicanery  !     All  your  reasons  are  not  worths 
pin     —     —     — .      Ah  that  rasically  Senka,  what  t 
tearing  poll  he  has  given  me  I"      In  the   raeaDtime  1 
(teased  reading.     "  Why  don't  you  read  ?"      I  regtuned 
the  reading.      "  Very   well,   Senlta,   that'll   do;  very 
gently  :  now  comb  the  right  temple.      Excellent,  ei- 
cellent.'"  added  he  taming  towards  me  :  "yonrcauM 
is  clear,  fair,  and  just — the  law  is  decidedly   in  your 
favour, — Senka,    you  niBcal,  you  are  tuangling  mp, 
that  is  a  harrow  in  place  of  a  tomb  I     Trickery,  sir, 
fetches,    it's  all  a  mess  of  chicanery  I"  escl^med  he 
agmn,  and  I  again  stopped.     The  jud^  pushed  Seo- 
ka  to  a  Ride,  and  after  talcing  his  hreath  for  a  minnte, 
ordered  hi  "  to  go  on  with  the  combing,  and  me  with 
the  reading.     Luckily  Senka  went  through  the  rest  of 
the  process   without  making  eay  Jaux  paa,   and  [be 
judge  rising  from  hia  chair  in  a  good  humour,  wiped 
the  powder  otT  lim  face,  and  said  :  "  Leave  the  m^ 
inorial :  I  shall  look  at  the  original  papers  in  the  conn: 
it  seema  to  me  that  your  cause  is  good."      Overfoyed 
at  this,  I  gave  Senka  a  ten-rouble  note   in  the  lobby, 
and  left  the  other  servants  to  repent  at  leisure  of  their 
rudenesB.     Mr.  Dreraotounolf  was  an  old  lawyer  irha 
had  made  his  fortune,  and  at  one  time  was  orer  bead 
and  ears  in  husinees,  but  took  the  situatioa  of  judge  in 
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his  old  age  from  mere  atnbitioD,  and  bad  at  his  lieck 
the  Totes  of  some  of  hia  old  friends. 

Another  judge,  Ml'.  Formeen,  whom  I  had  met 
with  in  company,  received  me  politely  ;  bnt,  when  I 
pnt  the  memorial  into  faia  hands,  he  shook  his  head, 
and  said,  "  What  is  the  use  of  this  ?  You  do  not 
suppose  we  are  to  be  guided  by  the  asaertiona  of  peti- 
tioners. I  have  been  eng^ed  in  law-buaitiesa  for  five- 
and-twenty  years,  and  know  it  for  an  invariable  rule, 
that  all  petitioners  speak  nonsense  in  their  memo- 
rials." "  My  case  is  here  stated  with  references  to 
the  laws  and  original  documents,"  replied  I :  "  proba- 
bly the  ojipoeite  party  has  done  the  same.  If  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  compare  our  statements  with  the 
evidence,  and  our  references  with  the  statute-book, 
yon  will  see  who  is  right  and  who  is  wrong."  "  Yes  : 
I  have  been  engaged  in  law  busineas  for  five-and -twenty 
years,  and  I  know  what  memorials  are  !"  exclaimed 
the  judge.  "  Memorials  among  us  are  equivalent  to 
the  yoice  of  the  advocates,"  replied  I.  "  It  also  ap- 
pears to  me,  that,  without  reading  the  stalementtj  of 
parties,  and  learning  the  strong  and  weak  sides,  yon 
cannot  understand  the  case  any  more  than  a  doctor 
can  understand  the  case  of  a  nick  patient  without  hear- 
ing the  particulars  of  his  complaint."  "  Theory, 
air,  theory  !''  exclnimed  the  judge  :  "  Rut  I  am  a 
practical  man  r  I  have  been  five-and-tweuty  years  en- 
g^ed  in  law  business,  and  know  every  thing  which 
it  b  necessary  for  me  to  know.  It  is  not  the  parties 
but  the  chancery  which  states  all  the  particulars  of  the 
case,  and  discovers  the  strong  and  weak  sides."    "  But 
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l)ie  clwnccry,  amidst  its  ranlnpUcity  of  bnsinees,  may 
iK!caMi<inBl)y  omit  or  mistake  thin^  :  and  besidca,  they 
are  not  aiigcis  but  human  beings."  "  What  do  you 
underxtand  by  that  P"  Nsid  tlie  jnd^  in  an  angry  tone. 
"  I  have  had  fira-and-twenty  yeant  exptirience  of 
cbancpTy-bueineHS,  and  knew  it  for  an  inrariable  role 
ibat  the  romplaints  of  petitioners  npon  clianrinies  are 
withont  the  slightest  fbnndntion.  Bnt  don't  d««pair," 
added  he,  assuming  a  placid  air ;  "  we  will  examine 
your  case  attentively,  you  may  depend  upon  it."  I 
nerertlieless  left  on  the  table  my  memorial,  adding  : 
"  Do  not  read  it,  but  talte  it :  it  relieves  the  b«Ht  of 
a  petitioner.  I  cannot  suppose  diat  you  would  be  w 
hard-hearted  as  to  refuse  to  listen  to  an  itufortnnaU 
num.  Not  to  read  our  memorials  is  as  Itad  as  to  drive 
a  beggar  from  ]'Our  door."  On  mying  this,  I  made 
Biy  1)ow  and  retired.  In  tlie  lobby  1  oveiiieard  the 
judge  exclaiming,  "  I  have  been  Gve-nnd-twnity 
years  I"  The  footman  who  gave  me  my  grcal-caU, 
said  with  a  smile,  "  Oar  master  contuses  in  his  reohsn- 
ing ;  it  is  fifteen  years  now  since  he  stopped  ul  tltt 
twenty-fifth  year  of  his  jodge-ship  1" 

Tliis  judge  was  a  worthy,  honest  tnan,  but  he  had 
apent  all  his  life  in  any  thing  but  the  duties  of  his  pn>- 
fesnon.  In  the  court  he  thought  of  his  jjuok^.  and  at 
}iome  he  thought  of  the  ruurt  ;  in  company  be  spoke 
about  law,  and  in  court  he  ^oke  about  company. 
He  always  spoke  well,  but  di<l  notliing ;  and  if  he  had 
fulfilled  but  the  thousandth  part  of  what  he  reaconol 
about  so  beautifully,  he  would  have  been  a  useiol 
member  of  society.     He  lored  honest  and  veil-in- 
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formed  people,  and  was  on  t«nns  of  intimacy  with 
them,  but  Buffered  liimself  to  be  overruled  hy  lofpies 
whom  lie  despised  and  hated,  but  had  not  the  firm- 
oesa  to  drive  away  or  refuRe.  A  worthy  man,  but  a 
real  nullity,  who  had  only  the  consideration  of  a  cypher. 

From  him  I  went  to  Mr.  TchooFasbeen,  who  paaaed 
for  a  great  man  of  business  and  agiant  of  jurisprudence. 
He  also  was  neither  a  rogue  nor  a  fool ;  but  having, 
by  means  of  his  father's  interest,  attained  a  high  rank 
in  his  youth,  he  lost  himself  ia  self-conceit,  and  sin- 
cerely believed  that  he  had  arrived  at  the  summit 
of  human  wisdom.  Educated  among  foreigners,  and 
living  always  in  thn  upper  circles,  gleaning  what  know- 
ledge he  had  from  foreign  books,  he  did  not  know  Bu»- 
eia,  but  looketl  at  it  through  the  prism  of  foreign  ideas. 
In  his  old  age  his  head  was  crammed  with  a  conglome- 
rated mass  of  theories,  foreign  taws  and  foreign  com- 
mentaries, along  with  what  knowledge  of  Itussia  he 
had  picked  up  in  conversation  :  all  these  jumbled  to- 
gether made  such  a  chaos,  that  the  good  old  man  with 
the  best  intentions  was  continually  committing  ab- 
Burdities.  For  a  long  time  ppopli;  did  not  understand 
his  real  rharactpr,  but  miKtook  hia  good  intentions  for 
great  actions.  At  last  they  found  that  his  head  was 
nothing  else  but  a  lumber-room  of  mis-read  liookH  I 

He  received  me  in  a  civil  and  friendly  manner :  God 
save  him  for  that  1  but  when  I  proceeded  to  explain 
Kiy  case  to  him,  he  almost  put  me  into  distraction  by 
bis  remarlia.  According  to  his  notions  of  jurispm- 
d»)ce,  women  and  children  were  never  in  the  wrong ; 
and,  as  Tchoovaabeen  had  been  already  solicited  by 
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die  ConnteM  Neetclitiizyeen  and  lier  female  friends, 
he  would  not  ppnnade  himseir  that  I  could  be  in  ihe 
ri^lit.  When  I  referred  to  the  lawH,  he  s^d  that  rases 
of  thi»  eorl  should  Iw  judged  not  by  law  bnt  by  coo- 
Rtience  ;  when  I  argued  that  af  cording  to  conscience  I 
Hhonlil  receiTB  the  money  which  was  bequeathed  to  me 
in  my  fitther's  will,  he  assured  me  that  the  law  wis 
agunst  my  claim.  1  pointed  to  the  laws  Trltich  were 
in  my  favour,  aii<l  he,  aa  a  proof  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  law,  opened  upon  me  whole  bales  of  the  writings 
of  Bentham  and  other  English  writers  on  the  theory 
and  practice  of  jurispmrlence.  Wishing  to  display  lot 
legal  knowledge,  and  the  strength  of  liis  memory,  be 
repeated  pandects  in  place  of  ukases,  and  tu  place  of 
Eng'tinh  lawa,  quoted  the  code  of  Tzar  Alei[ey 
Michaelovitcli,  &c.  I  put  an  end  to  my  viflit,  and 
with  an  aching  heart  leti  hira.  Before  this  time,  aa  I 
had  never  any  previous  buainew  with  him,  I  reckoned 
him  a  great  man,  but  was  now  convinced  that  public 
opinion  te  liable  to  be  mistaken  as  well  as  private  in' 
dividuals.  Tchoovasheen  was  an  open  protector  of 
alt  peculators  who  hod  families,  and  screened  them 
wherever  and  whenever  he  could.  Many  of  these 
gentry  married  purposely  in  order  to  enjoy  his  protK- 
tion,  and  wrote  in  their  defence  speeches  which  he  de- 
livered as  liis  own.  O  human  nature  !  Tchoovasfaeoi, 
notwithstanding  his  good  heart,  did  mischief  from  mere 
self-conceit,  and  from  a  desire  to  pass  for  a  Piiblicol*. 
A  great  put  of  the  judges  received  my  memorial  in 
silence,  and,  by  an  inclination  of  the  head,  g&ve  me  » 
hint  to  retire.     Othere  made  me  relate  my  adventorei 
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in  the  Kirgheezian  steppe  and  elBewbere,  aJiU  would 
not  listen  to  busmesa.  Otliera  excuBed  tljemitelves, 
saying  that  they  were  quite  busy  with  attkirs  of  their 
own.  Others  complained  of  their  poverty,  of  thu 
difficulty  of  getting  the  loaji  of  money,  and  con- 
gratulated me  on  my  claims  to  a  million.  In  some 
places  I  was  received  very  rudely,  in  others  with  such 
bautcur  and  rep  nisi  veness,  that  I  lost  my  patience  and 
abandoned  my  task  in  dis^st.  It  is  tnie  I  found  a 
few  of  snperior  minds,  who  consoled  rae  by  their 
Mendly  reception,  and  whose  candour  and  sound  judg- 
ment lessened  my  apprehension  of  their  colleagues. 
In  the  course  of  a  week  I  had  visited  almoBt  all  my 
judges,  was  more  wearied  in  this  week  than  by  the 
whole  campaign  against  the  Turks,  and  even  sickened 
upon  it  from  vexation.  If  it  should  be  thy  holy  will, 
O  God,  to  expose  me  to  more  trials  in  this  life,  send 
me  disease,  send  nie  be^;aiy,  send  me  captivity,  but 
aave  me  from  law  ! 

In  the  meantime,  Meloveeden  received  word  from 
his  wife,  that  lii<i  only  son  was  ill.  1  begged  my 
friend  to  return  home,  promising  to  be  with  him  as 
soon  an  my  law-suit  sliould  be  over,  which  was  likely 
to  be  soon,  as  the  opposite  party,  possessing  great  in- 
fluence, desired  its  termination  as  anxiously  as  myself. 
When  it  was  on  the  eve  of  being  brought  on,  the  se- 
cretary privately  shewed  me  the  report  which  he  bad 
drawn  up,  to  convince  me  that  it  wan  favourable  to  me, 
and  ahto  a  sketch  of  the  decision.  I  almost  fainted  for 
joy,  but  Rubopercen  soon  put  an  end  to  my  exnlta- 
tiou,     A  fiieud  of  his,  a  clerk  in  the  chancery,  shewed 
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Iiim  another  report  and  another  aketcfa  of  a  deciHion  in 
favour  of  tlie  Countess  Neetcbtoiiyeen,  which  the  secre- 
tory  mmnt  ai^tu&tly  to  present  to  the  jndg^es.  I  men- 
tioned this  to  Peter  Petr^Teetch,  who  bestirred  hinreelf 
in  my  favour,  and  by  hia  influence  tnraed  aside  tlie  wor- 
thy eeeretary's  purpoBc  on  the  very  day  when  the  report 
was  to  be  given  in.  "  1  am  a  poor  man,"  said  the  oiacle 
of  the  court,  "  bnt  will  not  sell  my  conscience. — 
Neetcht^zyeen  oSltb  me  fire-and-twcnty  thousand 
roubles — I  confess  1  am  a  sinful  mortal — I  would  have 
taken  the  money  if  her  cause  had  been  good — but  to 
do  wron^  I  will  not  take  a  kopeek.  You  arc  not  your- 
Mlf  a  rich  man  at  present,  bnt  when  God  rewards 
you,  perhaps  you  will  recollect  my  children."  Al- 
though in  strict  justice  much  might  be  said  against  this 
sort  of  honesty,  still,  looking  to  thin^  as  they  arei,  t 
was  glad  that  1  had  met  with  such  a  good  tnau.     At 


last 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


UmreTB — End  of  the  Law-suit Marria^. — Kindncaeora  Oran. 

dee. — Routine  af  public  buBintsa ^Rislng  people  find  relationa. 

— RttiremeDI;  I'rain  public  life — Cnnclueion. 

■■  was  empty,  yet  I  was  not 
:t  of  brilliaats  which  I  always 
regarded  as  PetroiFs  property,  purposiug  to  pay  him 
for  it  whenever  I  should  be  in  funds,  a:id  to  keep  it 
as  a  trophy  of  my  victory.  1  might  have  borrowed 
money  from  Peter  Potroveetcli,  from  cousin  Aneta,  or 
from  Meloveeden,  but  I  did  not  uliuse  to  trouble  them 
— 80  I  resolved  to  pledge  the  crest.  Rubopereen 
went  with  me  to  the  money  lenders.  We  firut  entered 
a  small  hole  of  a  shop  about  seven  feet  siguare,  cram- 
med to  the  ceiling  with  old  tattered  books  in  all  lan- 
gnages,  ancient  and  modem,  rovercd  with  dust  and 
spiders'  webs.  At  the  other  eud  of  this  kennel  were 
iilumbering,  cheek  by  jowl,  a  lean  tom-cat  and  the  shop- 
boy.  Rubopereen  awakened  the  sleepinfr  sentinel  with 
a  fillip  on  the  nose,  and  asked  for  Taraseetch.  "  You 
know,  in  the  morning  he  goes  about  the  courts  and 
public  offices,  but  now  it  is  almost  the  time  when  he 
should  be  back  here."  "  How  can  the  tenant  of  ibla 
be^;arly  hole  be  a  monied  man  ?"  asked  I  of  Rubo- 
pereen. "  Three  hundred  thousand  at  command, 
neither  more  nor  less,"  replied  Rubopereen.     "  Thii 
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shop  is  notliing  more  than  a  pretext,  a  corner  for 
meetings  and  bargaina,  a  fiigc-board  of  the  residence 
of  Tares  Tarasoveetcli  KashtcLeyeff.  It  it)  a  pity 
tliat  this  i3  not  Saturday,  the  day  of  aettliog  and 
paying  tlic  debts  of  the  week  among  merchants  :  yon 
would  SCO  how  tiie  shopkeepers  and  owners  of  ridi 
warehouses  and  magazines  flock  about  this  hole,  boir 
they  wink  to  Taras  Tarasoveetch  and  1>eckoD  to  him 
to  call  at  their  shops  :  he  takes  only  three  per  cent. 
per  month  on  pawn  from  people  that  he  does  not 
know,  and  to  safe  people  he  lends  also  upon  their  own 
bill.  But  let  us  go  to  anotlier — we  will  Bee  how 
much  he  is  willing  to  gire,  imd  what  value  he  puts 
upon  the  article."  We  went  to  the  rag-market,  and 
tliere,  in  a  booth  patched  together  from  old  boards, 
found  a  middle-aged  man  who  was  occupied  in  read- 
ing "  The  History  of  Vanky  Cain."  Oil  the  shelves 
in  the  shop  there  lay  old  nails,  brass  buckles,  rusty 
padlocks,  buttons,  pomatum-pots,  and  empty  phiala, 
pieces  of  chalk,  copperas,  leathern  straps,  broken  lea- 
cups  and  plates  ;  in  a  word,  all  the  riches  of  the  ash- 
pit. "  How  d'ye  do,  Paphnooteetch  ?"  said  Rnbo- 
pereen,  tapping  him  on  the  shoulder.  "  Good  day  to 
your  honour  1"  "  Well,  are  yod  always  flush  of 
money  ?"  "  Wliat  money  is  to  be  got  now-a-davs, 
sir ;  trade  goes  on  so  wretchedly  I"  I  eonid  bardiy 
keep  from  laughing  at  this  complaint ;  Paphnooteeich 
repeated  it  in  imitation  of  merchant*,  who,  while  they 
are  continually  increasing  their  gains,  complain  all 
along  of  the  ruin  of  trade.  "  Have  mercy  upon  us, 
Tny  dear  sir,"  said  I ;  "  when  were  your  goods  in  de- 
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mand  I  What  reaHoa  have  you  to  complaio  of  tariffs 
and  custom-houi<es  ?"  "  Why  should  not  I  complain, 
when  great  nierchanta  have  their  complaints  likewise. 
Don't  you  kuow  that  the  retail  trade  followa  in  the 
wake  of  the  wholesale  ?  When  the  one  goes  forward 
the  other  goes  forward ;  when  the  one  goes  backward, 
the  other  goes  baekward."  "  A  truce  to  your  reason- 
ing, Paphnooteetch,"  said  Rubo|>ereen :  "  here  is  a 
crest  of  hrilliants  ;  the  jewellers  have  valued  it  at  fif- 
teen thousand  roubles :  how  much  will  you  lend  upon 
it  ?"  "  Jewellers  valued  it  1"  exclaimed  Paphnoo- 
teetch,  "  but  go  and  sell  it  to  them,  and  you'll  see 
that  they  will  not  give  yon  the  half  of  that.  You 
nmat  tell  me  in  the  first  place,  for  how  long  you  wish 
to  have  the  money :  for  you  must  know,  the  value  we 
give  depends  ui  a  great  measure  upon  that."  "  A 
month  or  two  at  least,"  replied  I.  "  That  is  too  short 
a  period,"  retmned  Paphnoot«etch  :  "  I  cannot  give 
more  than  three  thousand  roubles."  I  felt  into  a  ro^. 
"  Thou  art  worse  than  any  Jew,  and  deservest  to  be 
thrown  into  the  Neva  along  with  thy  gull-trap." — 
"  Why  do  you  please  to  he  angry  ?"  said  Paphnoo- 
teetch  coolly.  "  '  A  freeman  has  freedout,  and  a  saved 
sinner  Paradise,'  *  If  you  chuae,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  you  from  going  to  another,  or  pled^ng  it 
at  the  Lombard."  ]  took  a  hold  of  Rubopereen's  arm 
and  left  the  shop  in  a  huff.  "  There  is  no  use  in  get- 
ting into  a  passion,"  said  Rubopereen  to  me  ;  "  for, 
yoD  must  know,  it  is  only  bargjiiuing.     If  he  offered 

*  A  Rii9<iiiin  proverb. 
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M  first  ihree  thouswid,  bp  would  have  probably  gone 
tbe  length  of  eiglit  or  nine.  Usurere  an>  tbemBplvM  glad 
to  lend  oni  more  money,  in  order  to  get  in  the  more 
interest,  but  bairiiin  by  tlie  strength  of  inveterate  habit, 
and  to  filipw  that  they  f^ve  out  of  pure  good-will. — 
That  Paplinooteeteh  is  more  of  a  devil  than  a  man. 
He  has  made  several  narrow  escapes  from  the  crimi- 
nal court."  In  the  midst  of  our  convoraation,  we  ar- 
rived again  at  Kashtcli^ycfTs  shop  Eind  found  him  bntr 
tnrning  over  bills  and  receipts.  "  Now,  Taraseeldi, 
bestir  youtMclf,  WO  want  fifty  thousand — count  it  ool 
anil  we  will  give  you  a  whole  bagful  of  diamonds." 
"  Whore  am  i  to  get  such  an  immense  sum  of  money?" 
said  he,  fetching  a  long  breath  atid  squinting  at 
me  through  his  eye-lashes  :  "  Times  are  far  fiwn 
good  I  Got  if  you  have  vulue,  let  me  see  it ;  perba|e 
I  may  scrape  it  together  among  my  friends."  "  I  wh 
jeating,  1  was  jcHting,"  said  Huhopetven,  "  becaiue 
yoa  always  feign  yourself  poor.  But  this  ia  what  we 
wwil :  wo  have  an  article  worth  fifteen  thonnnd 
TOubles,  and  we  want  tea  thousand."  "  That  is  to« 
mueh,  but  let  us  see  it."  "  Will  yon  please  to  ii> 
company  me  to  my  house — you  know  that  I  live 
quite  near." 

We  entered  Kashtch^yelTB  house.  He  was  a  sini^e 
man,  and  only  an  old  cook  and  disbanded  inraiid 
watched  over  his  premises,  not  daring  to  move  a  step 
from  the  door  together.  There  were  thnso  rooms  ia 
pretty  decent  order.  One  of  the  ivalla  of  his  bedroom 
was  qnite  covered  over  witli  sacred  pictores,  in  gold 
■nd  ailver  framea :  before  tliem  a  lamp  was  lioniiiig. 
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Bedde  the  bed  there  etood  an  imraeDee  iroii-chest. 
KashtuheyefF begged  us  to  ehen-  him  the  article,  turnpil 
it  over  luid  over  in  his  bauds,  liiggled  a  good  vbile, 
and  at  lest  gnve  nine  thuoHHDd  roubles  at  three  per 
cent,  per  month,  and,  ou  condition  that  1  should 
take  the  money  fur  a  half-year,  and  grant  the  following; 
acknowb'dgement  : — "  I,  the  undersigned,  have  sold 
to  the  merchant  Kaahtuh&yeff  a  diamond  crest  for  ten 
thonsand  six  hundred  and  twenty  ronbles,  which  1  have 
a  right  to  buy  back  for  this  sum  at  any  lime  within  six 
months  ;  but  after  six  mouths  my  right  to  re<leeni  it 
ceases."  I  would  not  at  first  agree  to  write  that  I  had 
eold  the  article,  but  Kiihopereen  assured  me  that  it 
was  a  mere  form,  and  tliat  Kashtcheyeff  was  a  safe 
man.  "  If  you  please,  sir,"  said  Kaahtcheyeff,  "  we 
must  not  expose  ourselves  to  danger.  We  bring  down 
upon  ourRelves  eajamity  by  interfering  with  great  folks 
who  are  in  the  same  line.  An  ackauwledgement  is 
necessary,  in  order  to  include  the  interest  and  clear 
oursctves  in  case  of  any  complaint.  It  sometunes 
happens  that,  when  payment  becomes  due,  we  are 
chained  with  usury.  So  you  see,  we  must  take  catc 
of  ourselves." 

If  I  wished  to  punish  my  readers,  I  might  fill 
seyeral  volumea  with  a.  description  of  my  law-snit 
which  lasted  several  months  ;  hut  after  all,  I  might 
save  myself  the  trouble,  for  nobody  would  read  it. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  exertions  of  the  ('ouDIuas 
Neetchtozyeen  and  the  inflaence  of  her  fiiends,  provi- 
dence saved  me  ;  the  cause  was  decided  in  my  favour, 
and  all  at  once  I  received  upwards  of  a  millian  of  roubles. 
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I  biiberto  loved  company  becaase  I  did  not  know 
what  to  do  at  bume.  I  bad  received  flattering  atten- 
tioDS  in  Moscow,  and  was  in  some  iHeasnre  obliged  u> 
visit  at  bousea  wbere  1  waa  always  expected.  1  newr 
engaged  in  favour-scekiug  :  Meloveeden  and  roasin 
Aneta  always  took  that  doty  upon  tbemeelves  in  my 
bebalf.  But  in  PeterBbiu^h,  cauBin  Aneta  who  bad 
already  pOEeed  her  bloom,  bad  no  great  inflaence:  I 
had  no  adviser  besides  her,  and  1  entirely  left  off  Ire- 
quenting  society,  partly  from  felse  abame  aiiil  partly  not 
to  appear  as  if  1  was  in  want  of  patronage  which  I  had 
really  no  hopes  of  obtaining.  The  greater  part  of  the 
people  who  occupy  a  conspicuoas  figure  in  Petersbiirgb 
society,  are  friends  or  connections  of  public  men ; 
and  nothing  is  more  iutoleTable  or  mortifying  to  a  man 
of  any  feeling,  than,  when  be  appears  in  company,  to 
be  received  wilb  a  general  coldness,  which  ia  sure  to 
be  the  case  at  the  mere  uame  of  a  petitioner.  Every 
body  avoids  beiug  alone  witli  a  man  who  has  a  law- 
suit, for  fear  ofbeing  pestered  with  a  request  toassiu 
him  or  forward  his  views,  or  of  being  obliged  to  listen 
to  vituperation  of  the  judges  and  complaints  of  injns- 
tice.  From  my  previous  observationa  in  the  caaet  of 
others,  I  did  not  chuse  to  play  the  part  of  a  Ltuzarm, 
bat  preferred  to  steer  clear  of  the  great  world.  I  was 
fortunate  in  my  little  circle,  of  which  Oleenka  was  the 
ornament.  My  mother  was  bo  fond  of  her  that  she 
could  not  pass  a  aingle  day  witliout  her ;  and  Oleenka 
on  her  part  kept  my  mother  company  firom  moniing 
.till  night,  when  she  returned  home  to  cousin  Aneta. 
.     ]  had  no  sooner  gained  my  law-suit  than,  in  the 
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course  of  three  days,  I  received  so  many  visiting  carda 
and  invitations  to  dinners  and  soirees,  that  in  ibree 
months  it  would  have  been  impussible  to  return  tlie 
one  or  comply  with  the  other.  On  looking  over  the 
cards,  I  wbh  i^urprised  to  see  the  name  of  Grabeelen. 
Every  day  I  made  ready  to  begin  my  visits,  and  every 
day  was  uliliged  to  desist  from  my  purpose  ;  time 
sUpped  away  so  rapidly  in  the  company  of  Oleenks 
that  1  had  none  to  spare, 

Peter  Petroveetch  invited  ine  to  bis  house  one  even- 
ing to  tallc  over  by  ourselves  my  plans  and  hopes.  He 
knew  ah^ady  of  my  love  for  Oleenka,  and  advised  me 
to  marry  as  soon  as  possible,  if  Z  was  sure  of  a  recipro- 
cal affection.  "  My  dear  friend,"  said  he,  '■  bappiness 
comes  from  beaven  like  dew,  and  grief  like  a  tbunder- 
shower.  Seize  upon  the  moment  which  is  favourable  to 
your  happiness,  and  refresh  your  soul  with  pure  love. 
There  is  no  higher  pleasure  upon  earth  than  true  love 
and  friendship.  The  soul  to  which  tliey  belong  is 
capable  of  every  thing  great  and  good.  But  it  is  not 
given  to  every  one  to  enjoy  these  blessings  in  perfec- 
tion, however  capable  the  mind  may  be  of  feeling  them. 
I  too  have  loved  and  been  loved,  but  death  snat4:hed 
away  niy  happiness — 1  am  now  grown  old — I  cannot 
think  of  love,  but  seek  pleasure  in  friendship  alone." 

By  Peter  Petr6veetcb's  advice,  1  hired  a  small  bat 
comfortable  dwelling,  set  up  an  equipage,  and,  putting 
some  money  into  cousin  Aneta's  hands,  be^ed  her  to 
select  a  suitable  outfitting  for  my  bride.  The  worthy 
Aneta  would  fain  Iiave  fumiehed  a  pan  of  it  at  her  own 
expence,  but  to  this  I  would  by  no  means  'conseiiti 
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All  theBO  prepurations  were  concealed  from  Oleenkk 
who  did  not  see  lier  wardrolie  or  jewels  till  the  wed- 
ding-day Birived,  "  My  fnend  I"  said  she,  when  she 
saw  thpm,  "  thou  lovcdst  me  poor,  and  I  avowed  my 
)ove  to  tliee  when  thou  wast  in  prison.  Now  thon  an 
rich,  and  I  am  glad  ou  thy  account  of  the  change  in  thy 
lot ;  but,  as  far  bh  ri'^rds  myeelF,  I  confess,  it  would 
hare  been  more  agreeable  to  me  to  love  thee  a  poor  niBO." 
Petnr  Pi^troveetdi  undertook  to  giro  away  the 
briJe,  and  besides  him  nobody  but  cousin  Aneta  and 
her  family  was  invited.  Anetn'a  husband  forsook  upon 
this  occasion  bis  whist-party  at  the  Englieli  clob,  being 
tflnipt«d  by  a  Strasbui^  tart  which  lus  wife  procured 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  him  at  home.  When  we 
were  all  ready  to  go  to  church,  I  received  a  packet 
with  my  address  upon  it  ;  on  opening  it,  I  fotmd  t 
hundred  thousand  roubles  in  bank  receipts,  alon^  with 
the  following  letter : — 

"  Mr.  Ivan  Ivanoveetch  ! 
"  Tho  disobedience  of  your  bride's  mother  indncrd 
her  parent,  who  is  my  wife,  to  disinherit  her.  Noi-  ' 
withstanding  all  my  entreaties  and  rpprcRentatimia. 
ebe  woidd  never  ^ree  to  restore  the  patrimony  to  hw 
grandchild,  being  iuflnenced  by  reports  which  she  heard 
to  her  prejudice.  I  intentionally  made  a  trial  of  fur 
virtue,  aii<l  became  convinced  that  she  possesses  noble 
feelings,  and  has  not  left  the  path  of  honour.  This  in- 
duced me  again  to  hnvp  reconrae  to  my  wife,  and  I 
have  at  last  succeetlcd  in  obtaining  what  I  bo  ardendjr 
desired.  The  money  which  belongs  to  your  bride  it 
transmitted  along  with  this,  and  I  bog  you  will  ia- 
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dnde  me  in  the  number  of  your  sincere  friends  and 
respecters. 

"  I  have  the  faonow  to  be,  &c. 

"Jeremiah  Grabeeles." 

I  could  not  get  the  better  of  my  astonishment,  and 
handed  the  letter  to  Peter  Petr6?eeteh,  who  smiled 
and  pulled  ont  tif  his  poeket  another  letter  which  he 
gave  me  to  read.     These  were  its  contenta — 
"  Mr.  Peter  Petrfiveetch  ! 

"  The  patronage  and  particnlar  friendship  displayed 
iiy  your  Excellency  towards  Ivan  Ivanorecteh  Ve- 
jeeghen,  who  is  about  to  marry  a  grand-daughter  of  my 
wife,  have  induced  me  to  interfere  in  tavour  of  your 
friend,  and  I  have  sncreeded  !n  getting  my  wife's  eon- 
Kent  to  restore  to  his  bride  her  mother's  patrimony. 
Take  it  as  a  mark  of  my  particular  respect  and  devocion 
to  you,  and  as  a  proof  that  I  am  not  selileh,  hut  malici- 
ously slaiidercd  by  evil-minded  people,  from  whom 
also  you  have  suffered  much.  From  no  views  of  am- 
bition or  selliNhneas  would  I  again  wish  to  enter  the 
service,  but  merely  in  order  to  shew  the  world  that  I 
am  not  such  a  one  as  my  enemies  represent  me,  and 
also  to  have  an  opportunity  of  guiding  my  children  into 
the  career  of  active  duty.  I  may  be  of  use  by  my  es- 
perienco  in  business,  and  will  always  endeavour  to 
merit  your  good  opinion.  I  know  that  your  word  is  of 
itself  sufficient  to  procure  me  what  I  want.  I  would 
wish  to  receive  a  small  situation  of  respectability,  and 
snch  as  yielded  considerable  emoluments,  of  which  I 
would  not  pocket  a  kopeek,  being  in  good  circumstaii' 
ces,  and  free  from  selfish  motives,  as  yon  may  perceive 
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from  my  behaviour  towards  your  proteg^  Vcjeeghea. 

"  With  this  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  Jeremiah  Grabeelen." 

"  Tlie  rogue  I"  said  I.  "  And  fool  at  the  same 
time,"  replied  Petroveetch  :  "  none  but  fools  could 
suppose  that  they  are  able  to  deceive  every  body  and 
conceal  tbemselveB  from  the  penetration  of  a  man  who 
haa  hia  eyes  about  him.  If  they  were  wise,  they 
would  me  it  to  be  for  their  own  interest  to  be  honest. 
Among  ro^es  there  Ib  a  sort  of  instinct  which  guides 
iJiem  in  deceit,  for  it  cannot  be  called  reaaon,  nor  can 
it  ever  be  a  match  for  sound,  sterling  sense." 

When  1  related  to  Oleenka  the  contents,  of  the  let- 
ter, and  put  the  bank-billets  into  her  hands,  "  I  do  not 
know,''  said  she,  "  whether  I  ouglit  not  to  return  the 
money  to  my  grandmother,  although  it  is  my  mothers 
property ;  but  1  would  like  better  that  I  had  nothing 
at  all  and  to  be  obliged  for  every  thing  to  thee  alone. 
Take  the  money  and  do  with  it  what  thon  pleaseat" 

Two  months  paHBed  in  perfect  happiness,  and  the 
visiting  still  remained  neglected.  Oleenka  resolutely 
declined  forming  any  new  acquaintance,  "  As  yon 
please,  ray  dear  friend  I  but  I  cannot  help  regarding 
as  strange  that  custom  among  young  married  people 
of  driving  about  a-visiting  the  third  day  after  marriage, 
to  seek  acqu^tances  for  no  imaginable  reason  bnt  m 
B,  preservative  against  approacliiug  enuui,  to  show  off 
their  new  equipage  on  the  promenade,  and  their 
shawls  and  diamonds  in  assembliea,  8s  if  this  was  an 
esaeutial  part  of  coujugal  bliss.  Let  na  have  fOliatce 
— acquaintances   are  formed  by  chance,  by  mnttul 
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choice,  and  I  am  at  present  content  with  ihy  com- 
pany, with  thy  mother,  and  my  benefactress  Aneta." 

Peter  Petroveetch  grew  ao  attached  to  us  tiiat  he 
came  every  day  to  dinner,  an<]  passed  the  greater  part 
of  the  eveuing.  One  day  he  brought  along  with  him 
a  stranger,  an  elderly  man,  of  a  ruddy  and  hale  ap- 
pearauce,  with  a  physiognomy  which  e;ipressed  cheer- 
fiibiess  and  goodness  of  lieart.  The  stranger,  on  per- 
ceiving me,  made  a  stop,  attempted  to  resume  his 
usual  smile,  but  all  at  once  pressed  me  to  his  heart  and 
burst  into  tears,  exclaiming,  "  What  a  resemhlance  I 
It  is  he,  exactly  he  !"  Then  recovering  his  compo- 
mire  he  added  ;  "  I  was  a  trtend  of  your  father's,  his 
school -companion,  and  also  a  distant  relation.  Yon 
have  heard  perhaps  of  Count  fiezpetcheen  ?"  "  Is  it 
you,  trustee  of  my  father  .'"  "  Who  did  not,  however, 
succeed  in  carrying  Ilia  wishee  into  execution,  but  can 
only  rejoice  tliat  Providence  has  protected  thee."  The 
Count  desired  to  see  my  wife  and  mother,  sat  with  us  till 
it  was  late,  was  cheerful  and  amiable,  and  without  far- 
ther preamble  told  me  that  I  should  consider  hini  as  my 
second  father,  and  that  he  would  be  with  us  every  day. 

The  Count  was  an  extremely  worthy  and  well-bred 
man  ;  hut  having  been  accustomed  from  the  days  of  hia 
childhood  to  have  others  to  labour  for  lilm,  he  spent  his 
time  in  reading,  in  agreeable  conversation,  and  in  travel- 
ling, and  bad  an  insuperable  aversion  to  take  an  active 
pikrt  in  business,  though  he  continued  in  the  service, 
partly  through  ambition  and  partly  on  account  of  his  de< 
cayed  circumstances.  His  family,  his  connections,  his 
long  continuance  in  the  service,  his  uprightness  and  bo< 
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nesty,  and  lastly,  his  insensibly  acquired  experience  in 
business,  paveit  tho  way  for  his  entrance  into  the  high 
situation  which  he  was  now  called  to  Gil.  One  even- 
ing at  the  tca-tahlc,  he  said  :  "  V'ejeeghea  !  I  am  come 
to  offer  yon  the  situation  of  director  of  my  cbajicery." 
"  Hare  mercy  upon  me,  Count !  1  have  not  the 
smallest  experience  in  business,  and  may  do  more  harm 
dnn  good.  When  1  was  poor,  I  sought  a  place  for 
liie  sake  of  a  livelihood,  but  now  I  would  oa  no  ac- 
connt  nndertftke  what  I  do  not  understand.  If  I  had 
been  wanted  to  command  a  squoihon,  and  still  remained 
a  bachelor,  I  woultl  have  decided  in  a  minute.  But 
what  you  propose  is  as  strange  to  me  as  the  Chinese 
lanffuage,"  "  Nonsense,  friend,"  replied  the  Count ; 
"  I  can  find  more  men  of  business  than  1  have  any  oc- 
casion for  :  hut  what  I  want  is  an  honest  man,  who, 
I  was  certain,  would  not  deceive  me  :kor  allow  bimseif 
to  be  corrupted."  "  But  if  this  honest  man  shoolj 
be  deceiTBd  ?"  asked  I.  "  He  must  be  also  shrewd 
and  attentive— ^he  will  then  soon  learn  tho  course  of 
business."  I  wished  to  ohject  and  decline  the  offn, 
hut  Peter  Petroveett-h  overruled  me,  saying  that  fiw 
public  affairs  honest  and  disiiiteitiBted  people  are 
absolutely  necessary  as  a  check  upon  the  men  of  bn»- 
ness.     I  consented. 

By  a  strange  concurrence  of  circum stances,  I  occu- 
pied tho  situation  of  the  brother  of  the  Moscow  police- 
inspector,  Arkheep  Arkheepeetch,  and  removed  to 
the  quarters  of  Panteleimon  Arkheepeetch,  in  which  he 
had  no  room  for  his  poor  brother.  Pantelwnon  bad 
been  expelled  from  the  service,  and  pat  upon  faja  tri^ 
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for  nothing  at  all,  according  to  his  own  words.  But,  aa 
he  had  itwife  and  children,  he  made  flo  doubt  of  heing 
acquitted  by  exciting  sympathy  for  a  man  with  a  family. 
He  found  a  strong  protector  in  Tchoorasheen  already 
mentioned. 

Of  the  pnbhc  building  belonging  to  this  department, 
Panteleimon  had  occupied  upwai'ds  of  twenty  roomt 
himself,  assigned  about  thirty  to  his  farourilfi  under- 
lingi,  and  confined  the  chancery  within  four  small 
apartments.  The  hiireea  ansigned  for  dispatching  mes- 
sengers he  made  use  of  himself,  the  guards  he  em- 
ployed as  his  servuntH,  and  the  couriers  were  taken 
up  in  rurniing'  errands  to  the  milliners  and  dress- 
makers' shops,  and  carrying  about  the  town  his  daugh- 
ters' and  wife's  correspondence,  aod  iuritation-eardn. 
The  clerks  having  no  room  for  working,  crowded 
about  the  windows,  and  passed  the  time  in  reading 
newspapers  and  talking  nonsense,  putting  their  hands 
only  to  interesting  cases,  about  which  they  received 
particular  orders  from  Panteleimon  Arkheepeetch. 
Three  fourths  of  the  employes  were  there  merely  for 
the  sake  of  the  honours  and  rewards  to  which  their 
family  influence  gave  ihetn  a  claim  ;  the  remainder  did 
the  work  of  all  the  rest,  for  a  bit  of  daily  bread,  and 
in  hopes  of  bettering  themselves.  There  was  such  a 
heap  of  undecided  cases  that  it  was  shocking  to  look 
at  the  shelves  on  which  they  were  piled.  It  was  ob- 
vious that  erery  thing  bad  to  be  changed  and  put  upon 
a  new  footing.  At  first  I  thought  of  consulting  with 
some  one  how  to  set  about  the  necessary  reform,  but 
at  last  reBolred  to  rely  upon  my  own  common  sense, 
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and  proceeded  to  eatablieli  the  very  reverse  of  every 
thinp;  wliich  had  been  tliere  before.  I  allotted  twenty 
apartmeiita  for  the  chancery,  took  six  for  rayself,  and 
the  remainder  1  iisaigiiod  for  the  clerks,  keeping  only 
so  insny  of  them  as  were  absolutely  neceesajy  for  ac- 
tual service.  I  dismissed  all  the  aspirants  after  re- 
wards and  hononrs,  telling  them  to  aeek  for  what  they 
wanted  on  the  field  of  battle,  if  they  had  no  inclina- 
tion for  the  pen,  and  declaring  at  the  same  time  that 
I  could  give  no  certificates  till  all  tie  tindecided  busi- 
ness should  he  gone  ihroagh. 

There  was  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  chancery,  So- 
phron  Sophronoveetch  Zakonenko  who  had  the  name 
of  being  a  thorough-bred  man  of  business :  he  was  no 
favourite  of  my  predecessor,  but  had  been  retained  by 
him  because  he  could  not  do  without  hii».  I  called 
him  one  day  to  a  private  consultation,  paid  him  some 
civilities,  and  begged  him  to  explain  to  me  the  comse 
of  chanccry-busine^,  and  to  put  me  upon  a  plan  for 
getting  through  with  the  hideous  load  of  papiers  which 
had  been  sufl'ered  to  accumulate.  This  is  what  Mr. 
Zakonenko  said  : — 

"  It  is  only  in  the  courts  of  law  where  decisions 
are  made  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ukase,  that  the 
secretary  is  obliged  to  look  over  the  whole  case  for 
the  purpose  of  drawing  up  a  summary  and  preparing 
a  decision.  It  will  occur  to  any  one  that  looks  at  tin 
immense  pile  with  which  our  chancery  is  filled,  cod- 
sisting  of  several  thousand  sheets  of  paper,  that  tlie 
t  must  have  the  wisdom  of  a  Solomon,  and  the 
itren^  of  a  Sampson,  who  can  wade  throogfa  each 
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a  slough  of  writing'.  Some  tact  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. You  have  only  to  read  the  first  petitioiis  of  the 
litigating  parties  at  the  opening  of  tbe  law-suit ;  then 
the  primary  decision  of  the  court,  then  the  petition  of 
appeal,  the  decision  of  the  second  instance,  to  cor- 
roborate the  references  to  the  laws — and  you  are  at 
home.  All  the  test  is  superfiuous  and  nothiii|j;  but 
talk.  From  the  last  decisioD  you  form  your  conclu- 
sion, what  is  to  be  left  in  full  force,  what  to  be  an- 
nulled, what  to  be  added,  and  your  resolntioa  is  ready. 
In  chanceries  which  have  no  right  to  decide,  but  are 
only  obliged  to  investigate  cases  and  petitions  to  be 
laid  before  their  superior  for  a  conclusion,  who  on 
his  part  sends  them  elsewhere  for  a  decision,  or  sends 
his  decisions  for  confirmation,  there  the  arrangement 
is  quite  different.  Here  all  the  necessary  knowledge 
coDsisb)  in  the  art  of  rinciug  the  paper  skilfully,  that 
is  to  say  of  passing  the  paper  over  several  tables,  and 
bringing  it  out  of  the  cliaiicery  with  another  face,  but 
with  the  same  body  as  when  it  came  in.  For  this  no- 
thing is  wanted  but  calculation  and  practice,  to  draw 
up  a  report  with  reference  or  connexion,  and  includ- 
ing the  same  circnmstanceH  of  the  case,  to  shift  them 
to  another  place.  For  this  you  have  also  uo  occasion 
to  trouble  his  Highness  ;  who,  as  you  may  please  to 
know,  is  not  overfond  of  law  papers.  With  regard 
to  the  cases  on  which  the  Count  must  indorse  his  own 
conclusions,  yon  must  be  very  cautious.  His  High- 
ness is  a  conscientious  man,  and  does  not  like  to  sign 
papers  which  he  has  not  read,  and  to  decide  upon  a 
case  of  which  he  knows  nothing ;  he  will  lay  it  aside, 
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baainess  will  accumulate,  and  owing  to  that,  tlie  Count, 
yotmelf,  and  the  wliole  cluuiccry  will  get  a  bad  name. 
Our  activity  aiid  exactQesa  is  measured  by  tliR  num- 
ber of  law  papers  wliich  we  diapatcb.  Here  b  then 
a  way  to  qniet  the  Cannt's  eoiisciwice,  and  get  n^idlf 
tUrangh  with  buBiness,  by  tlie  composition  of  fomu  of 
decision*  whicli  neither  help  nor  hinder  the  case,  irf 
whatnver  sort  it  may  be.  Here  for  instance  are  some 
general  lle[^iglon8  :  To  make  an  investigation  and  re- 
port in  due  coursa  ;  to  proceed  according  ta  the  ex- 
isting amtagemmtti  to  Irarumitlo  the  place  to  whidi 
it  belongs  for  an  explanation  of  all  the  cirtntmatanca. 
mid  after  that,  to  report;  to  pretent  to  the  higher 
anthoriti/for  intpecliotti  to  follow  the  regular  camnt; 
to  return  to  the  proper  plaeefor  a  conclution  accord' 
ing  to  law,  and  to  bring  to  light  all  the  pttrtiatltat 
of  the  atse  ;  to  requeat  an  opinion  front  tiie  plait 
from  whence  the  affair  came,  and  iratumit  it  to  tki 
proper  quarter  ;  to  receive  upon  trial,  Sfc.  FriTsU 
isHuea  are  atill  more  easily  dealt  with;  for  instance; 
to  ask  in  a  regula/r  way  if  he  hat  a  right  to  what  i* 
claims;  to  slate  the  ease  more  JvUy  ;  to  transmit  le 
the  proper  quaHer ;  to  wait  till  the  iermiaati»m  ^ 
the  business;  to  investigate far^ur  and  then  rtpofli 
to  ask  the  opinion  tf  tiie  local  aiilhority  ;  to  c<mfir» 
the  former  decision  ;  but  best  of  all  :^r  want  tf  ma- 
terial reasotts,  to  refect,  to  refect,  to  reject  /  tbu  ii 
bodi  short  and  clear. 

Amidst  the  multiplicity  of  busmew,  I  was  obligad, 
iii  spite  of  myself,  to  hare  recoune  to  the  moans  pmot' 
ed  out  by  Sophron  jyophrouoveotch.     Patera  slij^ 
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tlireugti  my  hands,  and  were  iliBpatched  by  thousands, 
and  I  soon  passed  for  a  prodigy  of  pnnctuality  and  ikc- 
ttrity.  It  K  true  that  I  look  paina  upon  some  of  the 
most  important  cases,  that  is  to  say,  I  gave  them  to 
confidential  tilerkn  to  read,  and  to  put  together  tihort 
extrncts,  with  a  conclusion  founded  on  the  real  state 
of  the  case  and  the  legal  authorities  ;  and  in  order  to 
observe  some  arrangement  in  the  choice  of  buHiness,  I 
wrote  down  cyphers  on  separate  cards,  and  made  my 
wife  draw  them  by  way  of  lottery :  whatever  number 
she  pnlledout,  regulated  the  case  which  I  wae  to  take 
into  consideration  :  this  gave  me  a  character  for  im- 
]iartial!ty.  In  the  meantime  other  pa[)er8  were  dis- 
patched with  decisions  according  to  the  prescriptioas 
of  Sophi-on  Soplironoveetch.  Count  Bezpetcheen  wM 
extremely  well  pleased  with  me,  and  thankful  because 
I  did  away  with  the  unfavourable  opinion  which  had 
been  current  respecting  him.  From  a  lazy  man  be 
passed  for  the  very  reverse.  In  order  to  give  the 
greater  strength  to  this  opinion,  he  allotted  one  mom- 
big  every  week  for  recpiving.  On  other  occasions  th? 
Swiss  at  the  door  had  always  the  same  answer, 
gaffed, — while  the  Count,  simt  up  in  his  cabioGt,  ' 
lying  npon  a  sofa  reading  newepnppra  and  new 
mances.  In  the  evening  he  came  and  drank  tea  with 
my  wife,  and  at  the  same  time  Bigned  the  law-papers. 
Peter  Petroveetch  assisted  us  materially,  making  short 
remarks  upon  cas^s  which  fell  under  his  eye :  we  fol- 
lowed his  opinion  literally  and  never  erred  by  so  doing. 
God  gave  me  a  son  to  increase  our  &mily  happiness, 
and  the  Count  took  great  delight  in  dandling  the  infant 
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in  bis  arms,  lamenting  at  tlie  samt  time  while  he  looked 
OD  Oleenka,  that  he  had  remained  all  liis  life  a  Iwche- 
lor.  StanderouB  tongues  took  occasion  lo  represent  his 
friendHhip  m  another  point  of  view,  and  many  people 
who  were  discontented  with  me,  gave  credit  to  the 
report  that  the  Count  was  a  lover  of  my  wife :  bnl 
those  who  knew  him  better,  saw  throtigh  the  injustice 
of  their  inferences,  which  I  laughed  at  aa  they  deserred. 

Peter  Petroveetch  maldng  use  of  his  opportunities 
of  doing-  good,  promoted  all  the  honest  men  whom  be 
had  formerly  known,  and,  among  the  rest,  procnred 
for  the  wortliy  Shtweekoff  the  situation  of  g^DVemot, 
and  for  the  merchant  Seedor  Yermolayeveetch,  the 
rank  of  commercial  counsellor.  I  followed  the  eismple 
of  Peter  Petroveetch,  and  drew  out  of  obscurity  niaojr 
worthy  people :  among  the  retst  I  gave  the  honed 
Kvartdlny  Nddzeeratl,  Arkheep  Arkheepetch,  the  «• 
tnation  of  overseer  of  a  ward  in  Petersburgh  which 
was  the  highest  object  of  his  wishes. 

As  it  was  no  secret  that  I  enjoyed  the  onlimiKd 
confidence  of  Count  Bezpelcheen,  and  the  couipl«W 
coutroul  of  that  department  of  stale,  over  which  he 
presided,  it  waa  impossible  to  remain  in  a,  state  of  se- 
clusion. My  house  was  literally  stormed  by  claiinuiU 
of  all  sorts,  the  parties  in  lawsuits,  the  friend*  of 
young  men  wanting  rewards  and  prorootioiis,  and  last 
but  not  least,  my  own  relations  who  of  iheiDselvM 
made  a  formidable  host.  Among  the  rest  appeared 
three  cousins  by  the  mothers  ude,  sons  of  my  noele 
Alesey  PelrGveetch,  who  on  wy  grandfather's  death 
had  settled  as  a  merchant  in  Vtlebsk  and  acquired  • 
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decent  rompetence.  His  cliildrcn  were  asliamed  lo 
remain  in  the  mercantile  profeHsioD,  wben  tbcy  beitril 
of  their  coQBin  bcin^  SDcb  a  great  man  ;  ami,  ss  tbc  first 
stpp  on  the  ladder  of  promotion,  got  tlie  Cbambcrlain 
KfBOtcLkotvoraky  to  draw  np  for  tbeni  a  certifit-ate, 
shewing  tbat  tbey  belonged  to  tbe  smaller  sort  of  no- 
bility. Even  tbe  Neetcbtozyeens  did  not  tbiuk  it  be- 
neath tliem  to  solicit  tlie  patronage  of  their  relation 
whom  they  had  persecuted.  The  ladiea,  who  in  Mos- 
cow bad  received  me  into  their  hoQsea  and  befriended 
me,  did  not  fail  to  remind  me  of  the  obligation,  and 
accordingly  sent  their  grandsons  and  nepbewB  in  dozens 
to  my  cai'e.  At  home,  in  the  chancery,  in  company, 
in  the  theatre,  on  tbe  promenades,  and  wherever  1 
w«nt,  I  was  snre  to  have  some  of  these  claimants  at 
my  elbow.  Three  years  I  passed  in  tliis  perplexing 
condition,  till  at  length,  having  neither  time  for  bu- 
siness, nor  leisure  for  domestic  comfort,  I  set  off  for 
Moscow  on  a  montli's  leave  of  absence,  and  from  thence 
gave  in  a.  petition  for  my  dischai^,  accompanied  with 
piteous  letters  to  Count  Bezpetcheen  and  Peter  Pe- 
trfiveetcb,  begging  them  to  free  me  from  my  intoler- 
kble  yoke. 

While  I  waited  in  Moscow  for  a  determination  of 
my  fate,  I  learned  from  one  of  my  acquaiDlances  w)io 
had  just  returned  from  abroad,  that  poor  Groonya 
finished  her  career  in  tlio  hospital  of  St.  Lazare  in 
Paris.  I  wept  over  her  memory.  Unfortmiate  girl ! 
With  her  mind  and  person,  she  might  have  been  the 
ornament  of  lier  sex,  if  in  her  youth  she  had  attended 
to  the  improvement  of  her  heart.  Here  I  also  learned 
dmt  Scotinko  bad  lost  his  reason,  and  that  his  children, 
m_VOL.  11.  o  J 
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after  squandering  his  ill-gotten  wealth,  were  living  in 
poverty.  Sava  Saveetch  was  tiunBd  oat  of  Lie  sitiia- 
tioa,  and  lost  hia  life  in  a  fire  which  happened  m  « 
drinking  house.  Zarayzeeu  died  of  wounda  received 
in  B  HcufBe  :  of  the  other  gamblers  I  could  get  no  t»> 
telligence,  except  of  Oodareetch,  who  was  then  on  hisi 
trial  before  the  criminal  court. 

Aft«r  a  long  correapondence,  I  at  last  received  my 
iliacharj^e.  At  thia  time  I  learned  from  Meloveeden, 
who  wrote  me  regularly,  that  within  a  verst  of  him, 
on  the  aea-coaat,  there  waa  a  amall  but  beautiful  ealats 
for  sale  in  a  pictureBque  situation,  with  a.  lai^e  garden 
and  vinej-ard.  1  immediately  sent  money  to  buy  it  m 
the  name  of  my  wife  ;  and  set  off  with  my  family  aiiil 
mother  to  join  Meloveeden,  it  ia  needless  to  add 
with  what  tranaporta  he  and  Petronella  received  iia  ; 
we  resolved  to  apeud  the  real  of  our  days  on  l/je 
southern  coaat  of  Taurida. 


I  have  DOW  lived  happily  ten  years  in  the  ei^y- 
uient  of  domestic  comfort,  and  in  the  embraces  of  love 
and  friendship.  I  have  three  sona  and  one  daughter; 
Meloveeden  has  only  one  son.  We  employ  ourselre* 
in  the  elementary  education  of  our  children,  and  pa^ 
ike  time  in  pleasant  conversation,  music,  and  reading; 
In  walking  about  and  superintending  the  cultiration  of 
our  Gelds.  We  are  cheerful  and  at  ease,  because  we 
seek  for  nothing,  and  do  as  much  good  as  we  can. 
My  mother  passes  her  time  with  Meloveeden 's  ancle, 
uAh  fortunes  with  the  cards,  and  playa  at  Tenterey. 
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PelTofF  nurees  the  children,  and  makes  pUy-things  for 
them,  tells  the  faoya  about  battles,  and  teochee  them 
to  march. 

After  my  variety  of  esperieiice  in  the  conditions  of 
Berrant  and  master,  subaltem  and  superiur,  Kii^liee- 
zian  cavalier,  and  KuBsian  warrior,  lazineae  and  ac- 
livity,  spendthrift,  and  gambler  in  spite  of  myself  ; — 
after  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  men  in  prosperity  and 
adversity  ; — I  have  retired  from  the  world,  but  have 
never  Btifled  the  flame  of  kindly  affection  towards  my 
fellow  creatures.  I  am  pereuaded  that  mankind  are 
more  weak  than  wicked,  tuiil  that  for  one  bad  man 
you  will  probably  find  fifty  good,  who  are  not  noticed 
in  the  crowd,  because  one  bad  man  makes  more  noise 
in  the  world  than  a  hundred  ^od.  I  rejoice  that  I  am 
a  Russian  ;  nay,  notwithstanding  our  oddities  and 
caprices,  which  are  inseparable  from  humanity  as  dis- 
eases  are  from  our  mortal  condition,  I  may  dare  to  af- 
firm that  there  is  not  a  nation  in  the  world  which  is 
more  sen«ible,  worthy,  and  grateful  than  ours.  There 
is  not  an  empire  on  the  (ave  of  the  earth  in  which  tra- 
velling is  attended  with  less  nak  than  in  our  little-peo- 
pled, woody,  and  sleppy  Kussia  ;  nor  is  there  any 
country  where  the  nnfurtunate  are  assisted  with  snch 
good-will,  nor  where  religious  toleration,  hospitality, 
and  social  tranquillity  mure  generally  prevail. 

Meloveeden's  uncle,  in  his  extreme  old  age,  witli 
difficulty  deciphering  the  letters  in  Brace's  Calendar, 
and  in  the  Mirrorof  Albert  tlje  Great,  prophesies,  that 
soon,  very  soon,  education,  with  virtue  in  its  train, 
will  visit  every  corner  of  the  liussian  empire,  mid 
spread  its  gifts  through  all  classes  of  the  Gommunity; 
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that  Rinnan  gnndees  and  ladies  will  speak  Russian, 
read  Russian  books,  and  smile  at  the  propensities  of 
their  fathers  for  every  thing  exotic ;  that  our  literature 
wiU  rise  to  a  level  with  that  of  England,  France,  and 
Germany ;  that  young  people  will  strive  to  be  useful  to 
their  country,  in  place  of  canvassing  for  certificates  in 
order  to  raise  themselves  by  favour  and  not  by  merit ; 
that  the  merchants  becoming  more  and  more  enlighten- 
ed, will  no  longer  seek  after  patents  of  nobility,  but 
form  among  themselves  a  respectable,  influential,  class 
of  society ;  that  justice  urill  raise  her  head  every  where, 
supported  by  a  rational  jurisprudence  ;  that  from  tbe 
lowest  to  the  highest  tribunals,  bribe-takers  and  mis- 
chief-makers will  no  longer  prey  upon  the  community. 
These  prophecies  have  made  me  take  up  my  pen  and 
describe  my  adventuMs,  to  preserve   from   oblirion 
such  heroes  as  Scotinlro^.  Sava  Saveetch,  and  the  like, 
whose  existence  will  probably  be  discredited  in  future 
ages  as  much  as  giants  and  enchanters  are  in  the  pre- 
sent day.     If  my  writing  in  the  course  of  time  should 
find  readers,  an  attentive  perusal  ought  to  convince 
them,  that  all  the  evil  in  the  world  proceeds  from  an 
insufficiency  of  moral  education,  and  all  the  good  from 
real  sound  knowledge.     Critics  will  forgive  my  faults 
for  the  sake  of  my  good  intentions,  and  see  that  the 
bad  is  here  introduced  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
throw  more  splendour  on  the  good. 

THE    END. 
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